Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



I 



THE 



WORKS 



OF 



FliAVIUS ;5JOSEPHUS, 

TUB LJBABNED AND AUTHENTIC JEWISH talSTOBIAN, 
AND CBLEBBATBD WABBIOB. 



TO WHICH AEE ADDED, 

THREE DISSERTATIONS, 

coMCBEiriiro 

JESU8 CHRIST, JOHN THE BAPTIST, JAMES THE JUST, 
OOD*S COMMAND TO ABRAHAM, &c 

WITH 

AN INDEX TO THE WHOLE. 



TKAMSLATEO BT 

WILLIAM WHISTON, A. M. 

rxorEssoK or mathematics in tbs oxitsbiitt of cambbiook. 



IM FOUa VOLCUES. 

VOL. II. 



EDINBURGH : 

FEIXTED FOR 

T. & J. ALLMAN, PRINCESS STREET, HANOVER SQUARE, 

LONDON. 



1826. 



ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 



MM^B*^ 



±! 



BOOK IX. 



Coniainifig an interval of one hundred andJifh/'Seven yetirs. 

FHOM THE DEATH OF AHAB TO THE CAPTIVITY OF THE TEN TEIBS3. 

CHAP. I. 

Concerning Jehoshaphat again ; how he constituted Judges ^ 
anal hy Got 9 Assistance^ overcame his enemies. ^ 

LI. When Jehoshaphat the king was come to Jerusalem) 
im the assistance he had afforded Abab the king of Israel, 
when he fought with Benhadad, king of Syria, the prophet 
Jehu met him, and accused him for assisting Ahab, a man 
both impious and wickfd ; and said to him, uiat ** 6od was 
displeased with him for so doing, but that he deliyered him 
from the enemy, notwithstanding he had sinned, because of 
his own proper disposition, whicn was good." Whereupon 
the king betook himself to thanksgivings and sacrifices to 
God ; after which he presently went over all that country 
which he ruled round about, and taught the people, as well 
the laws which God gave them by Moses, and that religious 
worship that was due to him. He also constituted judges in 
every one of the cities in his kingdom* and charged them *< to 
have regard to nothing so much in judging the multitude as 
to do justice, and not to be moved by bribes, nor b^ the dig- 
nity of men eminent for either their nches or their high birtS, 
but to distribute justice equally to all, as knowing uiai God 
is consdous of every secret action of theirs.^ When he had 
himself instructed them thus, and gone ovier every city bf 
the two tribes, he returned to Jerusiuem. He there also con- 
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stiluted judges out of the priests * and the Levites, and prin- 
cipal persons of the multitude, and admonished them to past 
all their sentences with care and justice. And that if any of 
the people of his country had difiereuces of great consequencey 
they should send them out of the other cities to these judges, 
who would be obliged to give righteous sentences concerning 
such causes ; and this with the greater care, because it is 
proper that the sentences which are given in the city wherein 
the temple of God is, and wherein the king dwells, be given 
with great care and the utmost justice. Now he set over 
them Amariah the priest, and Zebediah [both] of the tribe of 
Judali ; and after this manner it was that the king ordered 
these affairs. 

2. About the same time the Moabites and Ammonites 
made an expedition against Jehoshaphat, and took with them 
a great body of Arabians, and pitched their camp at Engedi, 
a city that is situate at the lake Asphaltitii, and distant three 
hundred furlongs from Jerusalem. In that place grows the 
best kind of palm-trees, and the opobalsamum f. Now Jeho- 
shaphat heard that the enemies had passed over the lake, and 
had made an irruption into that country which belonged to 
his kingdom ; at which news he was affrighted, and calkd the 
people of Jerusalem to a congregation in the temple ; and 
standing over against the temple itself, he called upon God 
^^ to anord him power and strength, so as to inflict punish- 
ment on those that made this expedition against them (for 
that those who built this his temple had prayed that he would 
protect that city, and take vengeance on those that were ao 
bold as to come against it), for they are come to take from 
us that land which thou hast given us for a possesfflonJ'' 
When he had prayed thus, he fell info tears ; and the whole 
multitude, together with their wives and children, made their 
supplications also. Upon which a certain prophet, Jehazaled 
by name, came into the midst of the assembly, and cried out» 
and spake both to the multitude and to the king, that God 
heard their prayers, and promised to fight against their en^ 
mies. He also gave order that the king should draw his 
forces out the next day, for that he should find them between 
Jerusalem and the ascent of Engedi, at a place called the 
Eminence ; and tliat he should not fight against them, but 
only stand still, and see how God would fight against them. 
When the prophet had said this, both the king and the muL* 

* Theso judgM, constituted by JehosLaphat, were a kind of Jerusal«ie 
Sanhedrim, out of tlic priests, the Levites, and the principal of the people^ 
both hero and 2 Cliron. zix. 8, much like the old Christian judicatures oi the 
bishop, the presbyters, the deacons, and tlio people. 

<f Concerning this precious balsam, see the note on Antiq: B. viii. clu Hb 
sect. C>, 
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titude fell on their faces, and gave thanks to God, and woiw 
shipped him ; and the Levites continued singing hymns to 
God with their instruments of music. 

8. As soon as it was day, and the kine was come into that 
wilderness which is under the city of Tekoa, he said to the 
multitude, *^ that they ought to give credit to what the pro- 
phet had sud, and not to set themselves in array for fighting, 
but to set the priests with their trumpets, and the Levites, 
with the nngers of hymns, to give thanks to God, as having 
already delivered our country from our enemies.^ This opi« 
nion of the king pleased [the people]) and they did what ne 
advised them to do. So God caused a terror and a commo« 
tion to arise amone the Ammonites, who thought one another 
to be enemies, and slew one another, insomuch that not one 
man out of so ereat an army escaped ; and when Jehoshaphat 
looked upon tliat vallev wherein their enemies had been en- 
camped, and saw it full of dead men, he rejoiced at so sur- 
prising an event as was this assistance of God, while be him- 
self, by his own power, and without their labour, had given 
them the victory. He also gave his army leave to take the 
prey of the enemies* camp, and to spoil their dead bodies ; 
and indeed so they did for three days together, till they were 
weary, so great was the number of the slain ; and on the 
fourth day all the people were gathered together unto a cer* 
tain hollow place or valley, and blessed Gx)d for his power 
and assistance, from whicn the place had this name given it» 
The valley of[Berachah^ or] bteasing, 

4. And when the king had brought his army back to Jeru- 
salem, he betook himself to celebrate festivals, and offer 8»* 
orifices, and this for many days. And, indeed, after this de- 
struction of their enemies, and when it came to the ears of 
the foreign nations, they were all greatly affrighted, as sup- 
posing that God would openly fight for him hereafter. So 
Jehoshaphat from that time lived in great glory and splen- 
dour, on account of his righteousness and his piety towards 
Grod. He was also in friendship with Ahab^s son, who was 
king of Israel ; and he joined with him in the building of 
ships that were to s^l to Pontus *, and the traffic cities of 

* What are here Poniut and Thraee^ ai the pUoes whither Jehoahaphat^ 
fleet tailed, are in our other copiea QpAtr and TarshUhj and the place whence 
H lailed is in them Etnongebery whieh lay on the Red Sea, whenoe it waa inv 
poailble for any ships to sail to Pontus or Thraoe ; so that Joeephna's eopr 
differed from our ouier copies, as is farther plain from his own words, whicn 
render what we read, that ih» ahip$ vsere broken mi Ejntmgeb^r from iMr un- 
wieldy ffreainess. But so far we may conclude, that Josephus thought one 
Ophir to be somewhere in the Mediterranean, and not in the Snnth Sea, 
though perhaps there might be another Ophir in that Bontli Sea alao, and tliaC 
Seetfl might then sail both from nienicia and from the Red Sea to fetch the 
gold qf Ophir, 
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Thrace ; but he failed of his gains, for the ships were de- 
stroyed by being so great [and unwieldy]; on which account 
he was no longer concerned about shipping. And this isr the 
history of Jehoshaphat, the king of Jerusalem. 
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CHAP. II. 



Concerning Ahaziahy the king of Israel ; and ctgain cancerm- 

ing tlie Prophet Elijah. 

§ 1. AifD now Ahaziah, the son of Ahab» reigned over Israel, 
and made his abode in Samaria. He was a wicked man, and 
in all respects like to both his parents^ and to Jeroboam, wbo 
iirst of all transgressed, and began to deceive the people. In 
the second year of his reign, the king of Moab fell off from 
bb obedience,, and left off paying those tributes which he be- 
fore paid to his father, Ahab. Now it happened thai Aba- 
ziab, as he was coming down from the top of his house, fell 
down from it, and in bu sickness sent to the Fly*, which was 
the god of Ekron, for that was this god^s name, to inquive 
about his recovery. But the God of the Hebrews appeared 
to Elijah the prophet, and commanded him to go ana meet 
the messengers that were sent,and to ask them, ^^ Whether the 
people of Israel had not a god of their own, that the king 
sent to a foreign god to inquire about his recovery ? and to 
bid them return and tell the king, that he would not escape 
this disease.*' And when Elijah had performed what God 
had commanded him, and the messengers had heard what he 
said, they returned to the king immediately ; and when the 
king wondered how they could return so soon, and asked them 
the reason of it, they said, that a ^^ certain man met them, 
and forbade them to go on any farther, but- to return and tell 
tbee, from the command of the God of Israel, that thb dift. 
ease will have a bad end.*^ And when the king bid them de- 
scribe the man that said this to them, they replied, ^< That he 
was a hairy man, and was girt about with a girdle of leather.^ 
So the king understood by this* that the man who was de- 
scribed by the messengers was Elijah ; whereupon he sent 
a captain to him, with fifty soldiers, and commanded them to 
bring Elijah to him ; and when the captain that was sent 
found EUijah sitting upon the top of a hill, he commanded 
him to come down, and to come to the king, for so he bad 
enjoined, but that in case he refused, they would carry him 
by force. Elijah said to him, " That you may have a trial 

* Thi^ god i^Jk$g deems to have been bo called, as was the like god among 
ihfl Greelu, from hU supposed power over flies, in driring them away from 
the flesh of their sacrifices, which otherwise would have been very trouble, 
some to them. 
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whether I be a true prophet, I will pray that fire * may fall 
from heaven, and destroy both the soldiers and yourself.^ So 
he prayed, and a whirlwind of fire fell [from heaven] and 
destroyed the <captain and those that were with him. And 
when the Icing was informed of the destruction of these men, 
he was very angry, and sent another captain, with the like 
number of armed men that were sent before. And when this 
captain also threatened the prophet, that unless he came down 
of his own accord, he would take him and carry him awav ; 
upon hisprayer against him, the fire [from heaven] slew this 
captain as well as the other. And when, upon inquiry, the 
king was informed of what happened to him, he sent out a 
third captain. But when this captain, who was a wise man, 
and of a mild disposition, came to the place where Elijah 
happened to be, and spake civilly to him ; and said, '^ That 
he knew th^t it was without his own consent, and onl^ in sub- 
mission to the king's command that he came to him ; and 
that those that came before did not come willingly, but on 
the same account : he therefore desired him to have pity on 
those armed men that were with him ; and that he would 
come down and follow him to the king.*' So Elijah accepted 
of his discreet words and courteous behaviour, and came down 
and followed him. And when he came to the king, he pro- 
phesied to him, and told him that <* God said, ance thou hast 
despised him as not being God, and so unable to foretell the 
truth about thy distemper, but hast sent to the god of Ekron 
to inquire of him what will be the end of this thy distemper, 
know this, that thou shall die.^ 

2. Accordingly the king in a very little time died, as Elijah 
had foretold ; out Jehoram his brother succeeded him in the 
kingdom, for he died without children ; but for this Jehoram, 
he was like his father Ahab in wickedness, and reigned twelve 

* It is commonly esteemed a very cruel action of Elijah's, when he called 
for fire from heaven, and consumed no fewer than two captains and a hun- 
dred soldiers, and iJiis for no other crime than obeying the orders of thdr 
kihg, in attempting to seise him ; and it is owned by our Saviour that it was 
an instance of greater severity than the spirit of the New Testament allows, 
Luke iz. 64. But then we must consider, that it is not unlikely that these 
captains and soldiers believed that they were sent to fetch the prophet, that 
he might be put to death for foretelling the death of the king, and this while 
they knew him to be the prophet of the true God, the supreme king of Is- 
rael (for they were still under the theocracy), which was no less than impi- 
ety, rebellion, and treason in the highest de^-ee. Nor would the command 
of a subaltern, or inferior captain contradicting the commands of the general, 
when the captain and soldiers both knew it to be so, as I suppose, justify or 
excuse such gross rebellion and disobedience in soldiers at this day. Accord- 
ingly, when Saul commanded his guards to slay Abimelech and the priests at 
Nob, they knew it to be an unlawful command, and would not obey it, 
1 Sam. zjtii. I7. From which cases, both officers and soldiers may learn, 
that the commands of their leaders or kings cannot justify or excuse them in 
doing what is wicked in the si^t of God, or in fighting in an unjust caus^, 
when they know it to be so. ' - 
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jean, indulginfi himself in all sorts of wickedness and impiei j 
towards Grod ; for, leaving off his worship, he worshipped fo. 
reign gods, but in other respects he was an active man. Nov 
at this time it was that Elijah disappeared from amone men, 
and no one knows of his death to this very day ; but he left 
behind him his disciple Elisha, as we have formerly declared. 
And indeed, as to Elijah and as to Enoch, who was before 
the deluffe, it is written in the sacred books that they disap* 
peared, but so that nobody knew that they died. 
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CHAP. III. 

ffow Joram and Jehoshctpkat made an Expedition againsi 
the Moabiies / as also concerning the Wanders of JSUsha, 
and the Death of Jehoshaphat. 

§ 1. When Joram had taken upon him the kingdom, he de« 
termined to make an expedition against the kmg of Moab, 
whose name was Mesha ; for, as we told you before, he was 
departed firom his obedience to his brother [Ahaziah], while 
be paid to his father Ahab two hundred thousand sheep, with 
their fleeces of wool. When, therefore, he had gathered hia 
own army together, he sent also to Jehosbaphat, and entreated 
him, that since he had from the be^ning been a friend to 
his taihfiT, he would assist him in the war that he was entei** 
ing into against the Moabites, who had departed from their 
obedience ; who not only himself promised to assist him, but 
would also oblige the king of Edom, who was under his au- 
thority, to make the same expedition also. When Joram had 
received these assurances of assistance from Jehosbaphat, he 
took his army with him, and came to Jerusalem ; and when 
he had been sumptuously entertained by the king of Jerusa* 
lero, it was resolved upon by them to take their march against 
their enemies through the wilderness of Edom ; and when 
they had taken a compass of seven days journey, they were 
in distress for want of water for the cattle and for the army, 
from the mistake of their roads by the guides that conducted 
them, insomuch that they were all in an agony, especially 
Joram ; and cried to Grod, by reason of their sorrow, and 
[desired to know] what wickedness had been committed by 
them, that induced him to deliver three kings together, with- 
out fighting, unto the king of Moab. But Jeho^aphat, who 
was a righteous man, encouraged him, and bid him send to 
the camp, and know whether any prophet of God was come 
along with them, that we might by him learn from Grod what 
we should do. And when one of the servants of Joram said 
that he had seen there Elisha, the son of Shaphat, the disciple 
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of Elijah, the three kings went to him at the entreaty of Je- 
bodiaphat ; and wh^i they were come at the prophets tent» 
which tent was pitched out of the camp, they asked him, 
<< What would become of the army ?"' and Joram was partis 
cularly very pressing with him about it. And when he re- 
plied to him, that <^ he should not trouble him, but go to his 
father^s and mother^s prophets, for they [to be sure] were true 
prophets," he still desired him to prophesy and to save them. 
So he swore by God, that he would not answer him, unless it 
were on account of Jehoshaphat, who was a holy and right- 
eous man ; and when, at his desire, they brought him a man 
that could play on the psaltery, the divine spirit came upon 
him as the music played, and he commanded them to dig 
many trenches in the valley ; ^^ for," said he, ^^ though there 
appear neither cloud, nor wind, nor storm of rain, ye shall 
see this river full of water^ till the army and the cattle be saved 
for you by drinking of it; nor will this be all the favour that 
you shall receive from God, but you shall also overcome your 
^lemies, and take the best and strongest cities of the Moabites, 
and you shall cut down their fruit-trees*, and lay waste their 
country, and stop up their fountains and rivers." 

S. When the prophet had said this, the next day, before 
the sun was risen, a great torrent ran strongly ; for Gtxl had 
caused it to rain very plentifully at the distance of three days 
journey in Edom, so that the army and the cattle found water 
to drink in abundance. But when the Moabites heard that 
the three kings were coming upon them, and made their ap* 
proach through the wilderness, the king of Moab gathered 
his army together presently ; and commanded them to pitch 
their camp upon the mountains, that when the enemies should 
attempt to enter their country, they might not be concealed 
from them. But when at the rising of the sun they saw the 
water in the torrent, for it was not far from the land of Moab, 
and that it was of the colour of blood, for at such time the 
water especially looks red, by the shining of the sun upon it, 
they formed a false notion of the state of their enemies, as if 
they had slain one another for thirst ; and that the river ran 
with their blood. However, supposing that this was the case, 
they desired their king would send them out to spoil their ene- 
mies ; whereupon they all went in haste, as to an advantage 

* This practice of cutting down or plucking up by the roots the fruit-trees, 
vfBS forbidden, even in ordinary wars, by the law of Moses, Deut. xx. 19, 20, 
mnd only allowed by God in this particular case, when the Moabites were to 
b« pwnished and cut off in an extraordinary manner for their wickedness. 
See Jer. xviii. 11, 12, 13, and many the like prophecies against them. No. 
thing could therefore justify this practice but a particular commission from 
Ood by his prophet, as in the present case, which was ever a sufficient war* 
rant for breaking any such ritual' or ceremonial law whatsoever. 
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already gained^ and came to the enemies^ camp, as supposing 
them destroyed already. But their h(^ deceived them, for> 
as their enemies stood round about them, some of them were 
cut to pieces, and others of them were dispersed, and fled to*^ 
their own country. And when the kings fell into the land of 
Moab, they overthrew the cities that were in it, and spoiled 
their fields and marred them, filling them with stones out of 
the brooks, ^nd cut down the best of their trees, and stopped 
up their fountains of water, and overthrew their walls to 
their foundations. But the king of Moab, when he was pur- 
sued, endured a siege, and seeing his city in danger of being 
overthrown by force, made a sally, and went out with seven 
hundred men, in order to break through the enemies^ camp 
with his horsemen, on that side where the watch seemed to: 
be kept most negligently ; and when upon trial he could not. 
get away, for he lighted upon a place that was carefully 
watched, be returned into the city, and did a thingthat showed 
despair and the utmost distress ; for he took his eldest son, 
who was to reign after him, and lifting him up upon the wall 
that he might be visible to all the enemies, he offered him aa. 
a whole burnt-offering to God ; whom, when the kings saw, 
they commiserated the distress that was the occasion of it, 
.and were so affected, in way of humanity and pity, that thcj 
raised the siege, and every one returned to his own house. 
So Jehoshaphat came to Jerusalem, and continued in peace 
there, and outlived this expedition but a little time, and then 
died, having lived in all sixty years, and of them reigned 
twenty-five. He was buried in a magnificent manner in Je- 
rusalem, for he Iiad imitated the actions of David. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Jehoram succeeds JeJioshajAai : how Joram^ his Namesake^ 
King of Isrciel, fought with tJie Syrians; and what Wonders 
were £me by the Prophet Elisha. 

§ 1. Jehoshaphat had a good number of children ; but he 
appcMnted his eldest son Jehoram to be his successor, who 
bad the same name with his mother^s brother, that was kine 
of Israel, and the son of Ahab. Now, when the king of Israel 
was come out of the land of Moab to Samaria, he had with 
him Elisha the prophet, whose acts I have a mind to go over 
particularly, for they were illustrious, and worthy to be relat- 
ed, as we nave them set down in the sacred books. 

2. For they say that the widow of Obadiah*, Ahab*s stow* 

* That thh woman who cried to Elisha, and who in our Bible is styled ike 
ufiff of one qf the tmu qf ihe pnpheUy 2 Kings iv. 1, was no othtr than the 
widew of OlNidiah, the good HewMd of AhiSb, is confimied by the Chaldee 
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ard, came to him, and siud that << he was not ignorant how 
her husband had preserved the prophets that were to be slain 
by Jezebri, the wife of Ahab ; for she said that he hid an 
hundred of them, and had borrowed money for their main- 
tenance, and that afterpier husband^s death, she and -her chil- 
dren were carried away to be made slaves by the creditors ; 
and she derired of him to have mercy upon her on account of 
what her husband did, and afford her some assistance.** And 
when he asked her what she had in the house, she said, no- 
thing but a very small quantity of oil in a cruise. So the 
propnet bid her sto away, and borrow a great many empty 
vessels of her neighbours, and when she hacf shut her chamoer 
door, to pour the oil into them all ; for that God would fill 
them full. And when the woman had done what she was 
commanded to do, and bade her children bring every one of 
the vessels, and all were filled, ond not one left empty, she 
came to the prophet,'and told him that they were all^full: upon 
which he aavised her to go away, and sell the oil, and pay 
Ae creditors what was owing to them, for that there would 
be some surplus of the price of the oil, which she might 
make use of for the maintenance of her children. And thus 
did Elisha discharge the woman's debt, and free her from 
the vexation of her creditors. 

S« * Elisha also sent a hasty message to Joram, and ex- 

pwftphraftt, and by the Rabbins and others. Nor is that unlikely which Jo» 
sephos here adds, that these debts were contracted by her husband for the 
support of those htmdred of the LonPs prophets whom he mainiained bp fiftp 
<f» a oa«#, in the days of Ahab and Jesebel, 1 Kings zviii. 4, which droim- 
stanoe rendered it highly fit that the prophet EUAa should proYide her a 
remedy, and enable her to redeem herself and her sons from the fear of that 
slavery which insolvent debtors were liable to by the law of Moses, Levit. 
zzv. 39. Mat. xviii. 26, which he did accordingly, with Ctod's help, at the 
expense of a m i racl e . 

* Dr. Hudson, with very good reason, suspects that there is no small de- 
ISBCt in our present copies of ' Josephus, just before the beginning of this sec- 
tion, and chiefly as to the distinct account which he had given us reasons to 
apect in the first section, and to which he seems to refer, ch^ viii. sect, a, 
ooDoeming the glorious miraeles which Elisha wrought, which indeed in eur 
Bibles are not a few, 2 Kings iv. — ix. but of which we have several omitted 
In Josephus's present copies. One of those histories, omitted at present, was 
evidently in his Bible, 1 mean that of the curing of Naaman's leprosy, % 
Kings. V. for he plainly alludes to it, B. iii. ch. zL sect. 4, where he observe^ 
that *'*' there were lepers in many nations who have yet been in honour, and 
not only free from reproach and avoidance, but who have been great cap. 
tains of armies, and been intrusted with high offices in the commonwealth, 
and have had the privilege of entering into holy places and temples." But 
what makes me most to regret the want of that history in our present copies 
of Josephus is this, that we have here, as it is commonly understood, one of 
the greatest difficulties in all the Bible, that in 2 Kings v. 18, 19, when 
Naaman, after he had been miraculously cured by a prophet of the true 
Ood, and had thereupon promised, ver. 17, that '^ he would henceforth offer 
neither bumt-offeriags nor sacrifice unto other gods, but unto the Lord, adds, 
in this thing the Lord pardon thy servant, that when my master goeth into 
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borted him to take care of that place, for that therein were 
some Syrians lying in ambush to kill him. So the king did 
as the prophet exhorted him, and avoided his going a hunting. 
And when Benhadad missed of the success of his lying in 
ambushy he was wroth with his own servants, as if they had 
betrayed hisambushment to Joram, and he sent for them, and 
said they were the betrayers of his secret counsels ; and he 
threatened that he would put them to death, since such their 
practice was evident, because he had intrusted this secret to 
none but them, and yet it was made known to his enemy. 
And when one that was present said, that *^ he should not 
mistake himself, nor suspect that they had discovered to his 
enemy his sending men to kill him, but that he ought to know 
that it was Elisha the prcmhet, who discovered all to him, and 
laid open all his counsels. So he gave order that they should 
send some to learn in what city Elisha dwelt. Accordingly, 
those that were sent brought word, that he was in Dothan ; 
wherefore Benhadad sent to that city a great army, with 
horses and chariots to take Elidha: so they encompassed the 
city round about.by night, and kept him therein confined ; but 
when the prophet's servant in the morning perceived this, and 
that his enemies sought to take Elisha, he came running, and 
CTjring out after a disordered manner to him, and told him of 
it; but he encouraged him, and bid him not be afraid, and to 
despise the enemy, and trust in the assistance of God, and was 
himself without fear ; and he besought Grod to make manifest 
to hb servant bis power and presence, so far as was possible, 
in order to the inspiring him with hope and courage. Ac 
cordingly God heaiti the prayer of the prophet, and made the 
servant see a multitude of chariots and horses encompassing 
Elisha, till he laid aside his fear, and his courage revived, at 
the sight of what he supposed was come to their assistance. 
After this Elisha did farther entreat God, that he would 
dim the eyes of their enemies, and cast a mist before them, 
whereby they might not discern him. When this was done, 
he went into the midst of his enemies, and asked them who it 
was that they came to seek ; and when they replied, the pro- 
phet Elisha, he promised he would deliver him to them, if 
they would follow him to the city where he was. So these 
men were so darkened by God in their sight and in their 
mind, that they followed him very diligently; and when Elisha 
had brought them to Samaria, he ordered Joram the king to 
shut the gates, and to place his own army round about them ; 

ihe house of Rimmon to wonhip there, and he Umneth upon my hands, and I 
bow down myself in the house of Rimmon, the Lord pardon thy servant in 
this thing. And Elisha said, Cro in peace." This looks like a prophet's 
permission for being partaker in idcdaUy itself, oat of oomplianoe with an 
idolatrooB court. 
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and prayed to Grod to clear the eyes of these their enemies^ 
and take the mist from before them. Accordingly, when they 
were freed from the obscurity they had been in, they saw them- 
selves in the midst of their enemies ;. and as the Syrians were 
strangely amazed and distressed, as was but reasonable, at an 
action so divine and surprising ; and as king Joram asked the 
prophet, if he would give him leave to shoot at them ; Elisha 
lorba^^e them so to do ; and said, that '^ it is just to kill those 
that are taken in battle, but that these men had done the 
country no harm, but, without knowing it, were come thither 
by the divine power/' So that his counsel was to treat them 
in an hospitable manner at his table^ and then send them away 
without hurting them *. Wherefore Joram obeyed the pro- 
phet ; and when be had feasted the Syrians in a splendid and 
magnificent manner, he let them go to Benhadad their king. 
4. Now when these men were come back, and had showed 
fienhadad how strange an acradent had befallen th^m, and 
what an appearance and power they had experienced of the 
God of Israel, he wondered at it, as also at that prophet with 
whom God was so evidently present : so he determined to 
make no more secret attempts upon the king of Israel, out of 
fear of Elisha, but resolved to make open war with them, as 
supposing he could be too hard for his enemies by the multiU 
tude of his army and power. So he made an expedition with 
a great army, against Joram, who not thinking himself a 
match for him, shut himself up in Samaria, and depended on 
the strength of its walls ; but Benhadad supposed he should 
take the city, if not by his engines of war, yet that he should 
overcome the Samaritans by famine, and the want of neces- 
sariesy and brought his army upon them, and besieged the 
city ; and tBe plenty of necessaries was brought so low with 
Joram, that from the extremity of want an ass's head was sold 
in Samaria for fourscore pieces of silver, and the Hebrews 
bou^t a sextary of dove's dunff, instead of salt, for five pieces 
of silver. Now Joram was in fear, lest somebody should 
betray the city to the enemy, by reason of the famine, and 
went every day round the walls and the guards, to see whe- 
ther any such were concealed among them ; and being thus 
seen, and taking such care, he deprived them of the oppor- 
tunity of contriving any such thing, and if they had a mind to 
do it, he, by this means, prevented them ; but upon a certain 

* Upon ocouion of this strmtagem of Elisha's in Jotephut, we may taka 
notiee, that although Josephus was one of the graateit lorert of truth in the 
world, yet in a just war he leema to have had no manner of laruple upon him' 
by all nich stratagems possible to deceive public enemies. See this Jose- 
phu8*s account of Jeremiah*s imposition on the great men of the Jews in 
lomewhtt a like case, Antiq. B. x. di. vii. sect. 6. Vol. \L and 2 Sam« sW. 
IS, &c "'i- 
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woman^s crying out, ^< Have pity on me, my lord,^ while he 
thought that she was about to ask for somewhat to eat, he im- 
precated Grod'^s curse upon her, and said, ** He had neither 
threshing-floor nor wine-press, whence he might give her any 
thing at ner petition." Upon which she said, ^* She did not 
desire his aid in any such thing, nor trouble him about food, 
but desired that he would do her justice as to another woman." 
And when he bade her say on, and let him know what she 
desired, she said, *^ She had made an agreement with the 
other woman, who was her neighbour and her friend, that 
because the famine and the want was intolerable, they £^ould 
kill their children, each of them having a son of her own, and 
we will live upon them ourselves for two days, the one day 
upon one son, and the other day upon the other; and, said she, 
I have killed my son the first day, and we lived upon my son 
yesterday, but this other woman will not do the same thing, 
.but hath broken her agreement, and hath hid her son.*" This 
story mightily grieved Joram when he heard it ; so he rent his 
garment, and cried out with a loud voice, and conceived great 
wrath against IBlisha the prophet, and set himself eageny to 
have him slain, because be did not pray to God to provide 
them some exit and way of escape out of the miseries with 
which they were surrounded, and sent one away immediately 
4o cut off his head, who made haste to kill the prophet : but 
flisha was not unacquainted with thewrath of the king against 
him ; for as he sat in his house by himself, with none but his 
disciples about him, he told them, that Joram *, who was the 
son of a murderer, had sent one to take away his head : but, 
said he, ^ when he that is commanded to do thi&comes, take 
care that you do not let him come in, but press the door 
against him, and hold him fast there^ for the Sing himself 
will follow him, and come to me, having altered his mind."" 
Accordingly they did as they were bidden, when he that was 
sent by the king to kill Elisha came.; but Joram repented of 
his wrath against the prophet, and for fear he that was com. 
manded to kill him should have done it before he came, he 
made haste to hinder his slaughter, and save the prophet : 
and when he came to him, he accused him that he did not pray 
to God for their deliverance from the miseries they now lay 
under, but saw them so sadly destroyed by them. Hereupon 
.Elisha promised, that the very next day, at. the very same 

* This sen of a murderer was Joram, the son of Ahab, which Ahab slew, 
or pennitted his wife Jezebel to slay, the Lord*s prophets, and Naboth, 
1 Kings xviii. 4. xxi. 19. ; and .here he is called by this name, I suppose, be- 
cause he had now also himself sent an officer to murder him ; yet is Jose- 
phus*s account of Joram'i coming himself at last, as repenting of his intended 
cnielty, much more prolwble than that in our copietj 2 Kings yL 33, which 
rather implies the contrary. 
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hour in which the king came to him, they should have mat 
plenty of food, and that two seahs of barley should be sold in 
the market for a shekel, and a seah of fine flour should be 
sold for a shekel. This prediction made Jorara and thoiie 
that were present very joyful, for they did not scruple believ- 
ing what tne prophet said, on account of the experience they 
had of the truth of his former predictions ; and the expecta- 
tion of plenty made the want they were in that day, withithe 
uneauness that accompanied it, appear a light thing to them : 
but the captain of the third band, who was a friend of the 
king% ana on whose hand the king leaned, said, *^ Thou talk- 
est of incredible things, O prophet ! for as it is impossible 
for God to poifr down torrents of barley, or fine flour, out of 
heaven, so is it impossible that what thou sayest should come 
to pasft.^ To which the prophet made thb reply, *' Thou 
abalt see these things come to pass, but thou shaft not be in 
the least a partaker of them.^ 

£. Now what Elisha had thus foretold, came to pass in tbe 
manner following : There was a law in Samaria *, that those 
that had the leprosy, and whose bodies were not cleansed from 
it^ should abide without the city ; and there were four men 
that on this account abode before the gates, while nchodj 
gave them any food, by reason of the extremity of the fimiine: 
and as they were prohibited from entering into the city by 
the law, and they considered that if they were permitted to 
enter, they would miserably perish by the famine, as also, that 
if they stayed where they were, tney should sufl^r in the 
same manner, they resolved to deliver themselves up to the 
enemy, that in case they should spare them, they should live; 
but u they should be killed, that would be an easy death. 
So when tney had confirmed this their resoluticm, they came 
by night to the enemies' camp. Now God had h^giin to 
affright and disturb the Syrians, and to bring the noise of 
chariots and armour to their ears, as though an army were 
coming upon them, and had made them suspect that it was 
coming nearer and nearer to them. In short, they were in 
such a dread of this army, that they left their tents, and ran 
together to Benhadad, and said, that *' Joram the king of 
Israel had hired for auxiliaries both the king of Egypt tod 
the king of the islands, and led them against them, lor they 
heard the noise of them as tliey were coming.'' And Ben- 
hadad believed what they said, ^or there came the same noise 
to his ears, as well as it did to theirs) ; so they fell into a mighty 
disorder and tumult, and left their horses and beasts in thenr 

* This law of the Jews, for eiLchifion of lepers out of the camp in the 
wUdemess, and oat of cities in Judea, is a known one, Iiev. siii. 40. and 
Nam. T. 1—4U 
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campf with immense riches also, and betook themselves to 
flight : and those lepers who had departed from Samaria, and 
were gone to the camp of the Syrians* of whom we made men- 
tion a little before, when they were in the camp, saw nothing 
but great quietness and nlence ; accordingly they entered into 
it, and went hastily into one of their tents, and when they saw 
nobody there, they eat and drank, and carried garments, and 
a great quantity of gold, and hid it out of the camp ; after 
which they went into another tent, and carried off what was 
in it, as they did at the former, and this did they four several 
times, without the least interruption from any body ; so they 
nthered thereby that the enemies were departed ; whereupon 
mey reproached themselves that they did not inform Joram 
ana the citizens of it So they came to the walls of Samaria, 
and caUed aloud to the watchmen, and told them in what 
atate the enemies were, as did these tell the king'^s guards, by 
whose means Joram came to know of it ; who then sent for 
his friends, and the captains of his host, and said to them, 
that ^ he suspected that this departure of the king of Syria 
was by way of ambush and treacnery, and that out of despair 
of ruining you by famine, when you imagine them to be fled 
i^^f^Jf you may come out of the city to spoil their camp, and 
he may then mil upon you on a sudden, and may both kill 
you, and take the city without fighting ; whence it is that I 
exhort you to guard the city carefully, and by no means to go 
ant of it, or proudly to despise your enemies, as thouch they 
were really gone away.** And when a certain person said, that 
^ he did very well and wisely to admit such a suspidon, but 
that he still advised him to send a couple of horsemen to 
search all the country, as far as Jordan, that if they were 
seized by an aobbush of the enemy, they might be a security 
to your army, that they may not go out as if they suspected 
nothing, nor undeigo the like misfortune ; and (said he) those 
horsemen may be numbered among those that have died by 
the famine, supposing they be caught and destroyed by the 
enemy .^ So tne king was pleased with this opinion, and sent 
such as might search out the truth, who performed their 
Journey over a road that was without any enemies, but found 
It full of proviaons and o{ weapons, that they had therefore 
dirown away, and left behind them, in order to their bein^ 
light and expeditious in their flight. When the king heard 
this, he sent out the multitude to take the spoils of the camp ; 
which gain of theirs was not of things of small value, but they 
took a great quantity of gold, and a great quantity of silver, 
and flocks of all kinds of cattle. They also possessed them- 
selves of [so many] ten thousand measures of wheat and bar- 
ley as they never in the least dreamed of ; and were not only 
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freed from their former miseries, but had such plenty, that 
two seahs of barley were bought for a shekel, and a se«fa of 
fine flour for a shekel, according to the prophecy of Elisha. 
Now a seah is equal to an Italian modius and a half. The 
captain of the third band was the only man that received no 
benefit by this plenty ; for as he was appointed by the king to 
oversee the gate, that he mi^ht prevent the too great crowd 
of the multitude, and they might not endanger one another to 

Eerish, by treading on one another in the press, he suffered 
imseLT in that very way, and died in that very manner, ae 
Elisha had foretold such his death, when he alone of them 
all disbelieved what he had said concerning that plenty of 
jNTOvisions which they should soon have. 

6. Hereupon, when Benhadad; the king of Syria, had es- 
caped to Damascus, and understood that it was Grod himself 
that cast all his army into this fear and disorder, and that it 
did not arise from the invasion of enemies, he was mightily 
cast down at his having God so greatly for his enemy» and fell 
into a distemper. Mow it happened that Elisha the prophet, 
at that time, was gone out of his own country to Damascus, 
of which Benhadad was informed ; he sent Hazael, the most 
faithfdl of all his servants, to meet him, and to carry him pre- 
sents, and bade him inquire of him about his distemper, and 
whether he should escape the danger that it threatened. So 
Hazael came to Elisha with forty camels that carried the best 
and most precious fruits that the country of Damascus affovA* 
ed, as well as those which the king*s pakce supplied. He 
saluted him kindly, and said, that <^ he was sent to him by 
king Benhadad, and brought presents with him, in order to 
inquire concerning his distemper, whether he should recover 
from it or not ?" Whereupon the prophet bid him tell the 
king no melancholy news, but still he said he would die. So 
the king^s servant was troubled to hear it ; and Elisha wept 
also, and his tears ran down plenteously at his foresight of 
what miseries his people woula undergo after the death of 
Benhadad. And when Hazael asked him, what was the ocea- 
sion of this confusion he was in ? he said, that *^ he wept out 
of his commiseration for the multitude of the Israelites, and 
what terrible miseries they will suffer by thee ; for thou wilt 
stay the strongest of them, and wilt bum their strongest citiea, 
and wilt destroy thdr children, and dash them against the 
stones, and wilt rip up their women with cbild.^ And when 
Hazael said, ** How can it be that I should have power 
enough to do such things ?" the prophet replied, ** that Grod 
had informed him that he should be king of Syria.* So when 
Hazael was come to Benhadad, he told him good news con* 
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oeroinff his difltemper * ; but on the next day be flpcead a wet 
doihf in the naUire <tf anet, over him, and siraiiried Un^ and 
took his dominion. He was an active man, and had the good 
will of the Syrians, and of the people of Damascos, to a 
gieat dq;ree ; by whom both Bennadad himself, and Hand, 
who ruled alter him, are honoured to this day as gods, by 
reason of their benefactions, and their building them temples, 
by which they adorned the city of the Damasoens. Theyalso 
every day do with great pomp pay thdr woaiup to thjin 
kings "f, and value themselves upcm thrir antiqmly ; noe do 
they know that these kings are mudi later than tb^ iamma^t 
and that they are noC yet eleven hmidxed years old. Now 
when Joram, thd kii^ of Israel, heard that Benhadad waa 
dead, he recovered out of the terror md dread he had been 
in on his aooount, and was very glad to live in peace. 
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CHAP. V. 



Concerning the Wickedness ofjehoram, irisg' of 

His Drfeat and DeaA. 

LI. Now Jehoram, king of Jerusalem, for we have said he- 
re that he had the same name with the king of Israel, as 
soon as he had taken the government upcm him, betook hiin« 
self to the slaughter of his brethren, and his father^s friends, 
libo were governors under him, and thence made a b^rinning, 
and a demonstration of his wickedness ; nor was he at idl better 
than those kings of Israel who at first transgressed against the 
laws of their country and of the Hebrews, and against God's 
worship : and it was Athaliah, the daughter of Ahab, whom 

* Since Elijah did nol live to snoiDt Hnael king of Syria Umadf; at lia 
irai empowered to do, I Kingi xiz. 15, it waa most probably now done, in 
Ida name, by his semuit and snooenor Elisha : nor does it seem to me other. 
wife, hot that Benhadad immediately reeorered of his disease, as the pro* 
fhet tanuM ; and that Hsiiel, upon his being anointed to soooeed him, 
though he ought to have staid till he died by the oourse of nature, or some 
other way of divine punishment, as did Darid for many years in the like 
case, was too impatient, and the very next day smothered or strangled him 
In order to come directly to the succession. 

J What Mr Le Clerc pretends here, that it is more probable that Haxael 
his son were worshipped by the Syrians, and people of Damascus, till the 
days of Josephus, than Benhadad and Hand, because under Benhadad they 
had greatly suffered, and because it is almost incredible, that botha king, and 
the king's murderer, should be worshipped by the same Syrians, is of little 
force against those records out of which Josephu^ drew this history, espe> 
eiaDy when it is likely that they thought Benhadad died of the distemper he 
laboured under, and not by Hand's treachery. Besides, the reason that 
Josephus gives for this adoration, that these two kings had been great bene- 
factors to the inhabitants of Damascus, and had bum them temples, is too 
remote from the political suspicions of Le Clerc ; nor oug^t such weak sus- 
picions to be deemed of any force against auUientic testimonies of antiquity. 
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he had married, who taught him to be a bad roan ia other 
respects, and also to worship foreign gods. Now Grod would 
not quite root out this family, because of the promise he had 
made to David. However, Jeboram did not leave off the 
introduction of new sorts of customs, to the propagation of 
impiety, and to the ruin of the customs of his own country. 
And when the Edomites. about that time had revolted from 
him, and slain their former king^ who was in subjection to his 
father, and had set up one of their own choosing, Jehoram 
fell upon the land of Edom, with the horsemen that were 
about him, and the chariots, by night, and destroyed those 
that lay near to his own kingdom, but did not proceed farther. 
However, this expedition did him no service, for they all re- 
volted from him, with those that dwelt in the country of 
Libnah. He was indeed so mad as to compel the people to 
go up to the high places of the mountains, and worship fo- 
reign gods. 

X. As he was doing this, and had entirely cast his own 
county laws out of his mind, there was brought him an epistle 
from Elijah * the prophet, which declared tnat ** God would 
execute great judgments upon him, because he had not imi- 
tated his own father, but had followed the wicked courses 
of the kings of Israel ; and had compelled the tribe of Judah, 
and the citizens of Jerusalem, to leave the holy worship of 
their own God, and to worship idols, as Ahab had cotnpelled 
the Israelites to do, and because he had slain his brethren, and 
the men that were good and righteous. Aqd the prophet gave 
him notice in this epistle, what punishment he shoula undergo 
for these crimes, namely, the destruction of his people, with 
the corruption of the king's own wives and children ; and that 
he shoula himself die of a distemper in his bowels, with long 
torments, those his bowels falling out by the violence of the 
inward rottenness of the parts, insomuch, that though he see 
his own misery, he shall not be able at all to help himself^ 
but shall die m that manner." This it was which Elijah de- 
nounced to him in that epistle. 

S. It was not long after this that an armv of those Arabians 
that lived near to Ethiopia, and of the Philistines, fell upon 
the kingdom of Jehoram, and spoiled the country and the 
king^s house. Moreover, they slew his sons and nis wives ; 
one only of his sons was left him, who escaped the enemy ; 

* This epistle, in some copies of Josephus, is said to come to Joram from 
Elijah, with this addition, /or he wag pet upon earthy which could not be true 
of Elijah, who, as all agree, wis gone from the earth abore four years before, 
and oould enly be true of Elisha : nor perliaps is there any more mystery 
here, than that the name of Elijah has very anciently crept into the text in* 
'ifead of EUsha, by the o^ers, there being nothing in any copy of that epistlb 
pwoHar to Elijah. 

VOL. II. C 
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his name was Ahazud^ : after which calamity he himself fell 
iotothat disease which was foretold by the prophet, and lasted 
a great while (for God inflicted this punishment upon him 
in his belly, out of his wrath against him), and so he died 
miserably, and saw his own bowels fall out. The people also 
abused his dead body ; I suppose it was because they thought 
that such his death came upon him by the wrath of God, and 
that therefore he was not worthy to partake of such a fune- 
ral as became kings. Accordingly they neither buried him 
iti the sepulchres of his fathers, nor vouchsafed him any ho- 
nours, but buried him like a private man, and this when he 
had lived forty years, and reigned eight. And the people of 
Jerusalem delivered the government to his son Ahaziah. 



CHAP. VI. 

How Jehu was anointed King ; and slew both Joram and 
Ahaziah ; as also what he did for tlie Punishment of the 
Wicked, 

§ 1. Now Joram, the king of Israel, after the death of Ben- 
hadad, hoped that he might now take Ramoth, a city of 6i- 
lead, from the Syrians. Accordingly he made an expedition 
against it with a great army ; but as he was besieging it, an 
arrow was shot at him by one of the Syrians, but the wound 
was not mortal ; so he returned to have his wouud healed in 
Jezreel, but left his whole army in Ramoth, and Jehu the 
son of Nimshi for their general ; for he had already taken the 
city by force ; and he proposed, after he was healed, to make 
war with the Syrians. But Elisha the prophet sent one of 
his disciples to Ramoth, and gave him holy oil to anoint Jehu, 
and to tell him, that God had chosen him to be their king. 
He also sent him to say other things to him, and bid him to 
take his journey as if he fled, that when he came away he 
might escape the knowledge of all men. So when he was 
come to the city, he found Jehu sitting in the midst of the 
captains of the army, as Elisha had foretold he should find 
him. So he came up to him, and said, that he desired to 
speak with him about certain matters ; and when he was 
arisen, and had followed him into an inward chamber, the 
young man took the oil, and poured it on his head, and said, 
that *< God ordained him to be king, in order to his destroy- 
ing the house of Ahab, and that he might revenge the blood 
of the prophets that were unjustly slain by Jezebel, that so 
their house might utterly perish, as those of Jeroboam the 
son of Nebat, and of Baasha, had perished for their wicked- 
ness, and no seed might remain of Ahab^s family.'' So when 
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he had said this, he went away hastily out of the chamber^ 
and endeavoured not to be seen by any of the army. 

3. But Jehu came out, and went to the place where he 
before sat with the captains ; and when they asked him, and 
desired him to tell them, wherefore it was that this young 
man came to him ? and added withal, that he was mad ; he 
replied, " You guess right, for the words he spake were 
the words of a madman ;" and when they were eager about 
the matter, and desired he would tell them, he answered, that 
God had said, " he had chosen him to be king over the multi- 
tude.^ When he had said this, every one of them put off his 
garment *, and strewed it under him; and blew with trumpets, 
and gave notice that Jehu was king. So when he had gotten 
the army together, he was preparing to set out immediately 
against Joram, at the city of Jezreel, in which city, as we said 
before, he was healing of the wound which he had received 
in' the siege of Ramoth. It happened also that Ahaziah, king 
of Jerusalem, was now come to Joram, for he was his sister's 
son, as we have said already, to see how he did after his wound, 
and this upon account of their kindred : but as Jehu was de- 
sirous to fall upon Joram and those with hini on the sudden, 
he desired that none of the soldiers would run away, and tell 
to Joram what had happened, for that this would be an evi- 
dent demonstration of their kindness to him, and would show 
that their real inclinations were to make him king. 

8. So they were pleased with what he did, and guarded 
the roads, lest somebody should privately tell the thing to 
those that were at Jezreel. Now Jehu took his choice horse- 
men, and sat upon his chariot, and went on for Jezreel, and 
when he was come near, the watchman whom Joram had set 
there to spy out such as came to the city, saw Jehu march- 
ing on. Upon which he immediately gave ordeis that one of 
his horsemen should be sent out to meet them, and to know 
who it was that was coming. So when the horseman came 
up to Jehu, he asked him in what condition the army was ? 
for that the king wanted to know it ; but Jehu bid him not 
at all to meddle with such matters, but to follow him. When 
the watchman saw this, he told Joram that the horseman had 
mingled himself among the company, and came along with 
them* And when ^.he king had sent a second messenger, Jehu 
commanded him to do as the former did; as. soon as the 
watchman told this also to Joram, he at last got up on his 
chariot himself, together with Ahaziah, the king of Jerusalem ; 

* Spaoheini hero notes, that this putting off men*s garments, and strewing 
them under a king, was an eastern custom which he had elsewhere explain- 
ed. 

C 2 
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for, as we said before, he was there to sec how Joram did, 
after he had been wounded, as l)eing his relation. So be 
went out to meet Jehu, who marched slowly *, and in good 
order ; and when Joram met him in the field of Naboth, he 
ask^ him if all things were well in the camp ? But Jehu re- 
proached ' him bitterly, and ventured to call his mother a 
witch and a harlot. Upon this, the king fearing what he in- 
tended, and suspecting he had no good meaning, he turned 
his chariot about as soon as he could, and said to Ahaziah, 
we are fought against by deceit and treachery. But Jehu 
drew his bow, and smote him, the arrow going through his 
heart. So Joram fell down immediately on bis knee, and 
gave up the ghost. Jehu also gave orders to Bidkar, the cap- 
tain of the third part of his army, to cast the dead body of 
Joram into the field of Naboth, putting him in mind of the 
prophecy which Elijah prophediea to Ahab his father, when 
he had slain Naboth, that both be and his family should 
perish in that place, for that, as they sat behind Ahab's cha- 
riot, they heara the prophet say so, and that it was now come 
to pass according to his prophecy. Upon the fall of Joram^ 
Ahaziah was afraid of his own life, and turned his chariot into 
another road, supposing he should not be seen by Jehu ; but 
he followed after him, and overtook him at a certain acclivity, 
and drew his bow, and wounded him ; so he left his chariot, 
and got upon his horse, and fled from Jehu to Megiddo, and 
though he was under care, in a little time he died of that 
wound, and was carried to Jerusalem, and buried there, after 
he had reigned one year, and had proved a wicked man, and 
worse than his father. 

4. Now when Jehu was come to Jezreel, Jezebel adorned 
herself, and stood upon a tower, and said, *< He was a fine 
servant that had killed his master."" And when he looked up 
to her, he asked who she was, and commanded her to come 
down to him. At last he ordered the eunuchs to throw her 
down from the tower; and being thrown down, she be- 
sprinkled the wall with her blood, and was trodden upon by 
the horses, and so died. When this was done, Jehu came to 
the palace with his friends, and took some refreshment after 
his journey, both with other things, and by eating a meal. He 
also bid his servants to take up Jezebel and bury her, because 

* Our copies say, that tbis ^' driving of the chariots was like the driying of 
Jehu the son of Nimshi ; for he driveth furiously," 2 Kings ix. 20. whereas 
Jo8ephu8*s copy, as he understood it, was this, that, on the contrary, Jehu 
marched slowly, and in good order. Nor can it be denied, that since there 
wan interval enough for king Joram to send out two horsemen, one after 
another, to Jehu, and at length to go out with king Ahaziah to meet him, 
and all this after he was come within sight of the watchman, and before h« 
was come to Jezreel, the probability is greatly on the side of Josephu8*8 copy 
or interpretation. 
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of the nobility of her blood, for she was descended from 
kings ; but those that were appointed to bury her found no- 
thing else remaining but the extreme parts of her body, for all 
the rest were eaten by dogs. When Jehu heard this, he ad- 
mired the prophecy of Elijah, for he foretold that she should 
perish in tnis manner at Jezreel. 

5. Now Ahab had seventy sons brought up in Samaria. So 
Jehu sent two epistles, the one to them that brought up the 
children, the other to the rulers of Samaria, which said, ^^ that 
they should set up the most valiant of Ahab^s sons for king, 
for that they had abundance of chariots, and horses, and 
armour, and a great army, and fenced cities, and that by so 
doing they might avenge the murder of Ahab.^ This he 
wrote to try the intentions of those of Samaria. Now when 
the rulers, and those that had brought up the children, had 
read the letter, they were afraid ; and considering that. they 
were not at all able to oppose him, who had already subdued 
two very great kings, they returned him this answer, *^ that 
they owned him for their lord, and would do whatsoever he 
bade them.^ So he wrote back to them such a reply as en- 
joined them to obey what he gave order for, and to cut off the 
heads of Ahab's sons, and send them to him. Accordingly 
^the rulers sent fpr those that brought up the sons of Ahab, 
and commanded them to slay them, to cut off their heads, and 
send them to Jehu. So they did whatsoever they were com- 
manded, without omitting any thing at all, and put them up 
in wicker baskets, and sent them to tfezreel. And when Jehu, 
as he was at supper with his friends, was informed that the 
heads of Ahab^s sons were brought, he ordered them to make 
two heaps of them, one before each of the gates ; and in the 
morning he went out to take a view of them, and when he 
saw them, he began to say to the people that were present, . 
that ** he did himself make an expedition against his master 
[Joram], and slew him, but that it was not him that slew all 
these : and he desired them to take notice, that as to Ahab's 
family, all things had come to pass according to God^s pro- 
phecy, and his house was perisned, according as Elijah had 
foretold. And when he farther destroyed all the kindred 
of Ahab that were found in Jezreel, he went to Samaria ; and 
as he was upon the road, he met the relations of Ahaziah king 
of Jerusalem, and asked them, whither they were going ? they 
replied, that they came to salute Joram, and their own king 
Ahaziah, for they knew that he had slain them both : so Jehu 
gave orders that they should catch these, and kill them, being 
in number forty-two persons. 

6. After these, there met him a good and righteous man, 
whose name was Jehonadab^ and who had been his friend of 
old. He saluted Jehu, ^nd began to commend him, because 
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he had done every thing according to the will of God, in ex- 
tirpating the house of Ahab. , So Jehu desired him to come 
up into his chariot, and make his entry with him into Samaria ;* 
and told him, that '* he would not spare one wicked man, but 
would punish the false prophets, and false priests, and those 
that deceived the multitude, and persuaded them to leave the 
worship of God Almighty, and to worship foreign gods ; and 
that it was a most excellent and most pleasing sight to a good 
and a righteous man to see the wicked punished.'^ So Jeho- 
Dadab was persuaded by these arguments, and came up into 
Jehu*s chariot, and came to Samaria. And Jehu sougnt out 
for all AhaVs kindred, and slew them. And being desirous 
that none of the false prophets, nor the priests of Ahab'^s god, 
might escape punishment, he caught them deceitfully by this 
wile : for he gathered all the people together and said, that 
** he would worship twice as many gods as Ahab worshipped, 
and desired that his priests, and prophets, and servants, might 
be present, because he would offer costly and great sacrifices 
to Ahab's god, and that, if any of his priests were wanting, they 
should be punished with death.^ Now Ahab^s god was called 
Baal : and when he had appointed a day, on which he would 
offer these sacrifices, he sent messengers through all the coun- 
try of the Israelites, that they might bring the priests of Baal 
to him. So Jehu commanded to give all the priests vest- 
ments ; and when they had received them, he went into the 
house [of Baal], with his friend Jehonadab, and gave orders 
to make search whether there were not anyforeigner or stranger 
among them, for he would have no one of a difierent religion 
to mix among their sacred offices. And when they said that 
there was no stranger there, and they were beginning their sa- 
crifices, he set fourscore men without, they being such of his 
soldiers as he knew to be most faithful to him, and bid them 
slay the false prophets, and now vindicate the laws of their 
country, which had been a long time in disesteem. He also 
threatened, that if any one of them escliped, their own lives 
should go for them. So they slew them all with the sword ; 
and burned the house of Baal, and by that means purged Sa- 
maria of foreign customs [idolatrous worship]. Now this 
Baal was the god of the Tyrians ; and Ahab, in order to gra- 
tify his father-in-law, Ethbaal, who was the king of Tyre and 
Sidon, built a temple for him in Samaria, and appointed him 
prophets, and worshipped him with all sorts of worship, al- 
though, when this god was demolished, Jehu permitted the 
Israelites to worship the golden heifers. However, because 
be had done thus, and taken care to punish the wicked, God 
foretold by his prophet, that his sons should reign over Israel 
for four generations ; and in this condition was Jehu at this 
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CHAP. VII. 

« 

How ASudiah reigned over Jerusalem Jbr Jive [5f>] Years^ 
when Jeltoiada the High Priest slew her^ and made Je^ 
lioashf the Son qfJhaziaJij king. 

§ 1. Now when Athaliah, the daughter of Ahab, heard of 
the death of her brother Joram, and of her son Ahaziah, and 
of the royal family, she endeavoured that none of the house of 
David might be left alive, but that the whole family might be 
exterminated, that no king might arise out of it afterward ; and, 
as she thought, she had actually done it : but one of Ahaziah^s 
sons was preserved, who escaped death after the manner fol- 
lowing : Ahaziah had a sister by the same Father, whose name 
was Jehosheha^ and was married to the high priest Je- 
hoiada. She went into the king^s palace, and found Jchoash, 
for that was the little child's name, who was not above a year 
old, among those that were slain, but concealed with his nurse ; 
so she took him with her into a secret bedchamber, and shut 
him up there, and she and her husband Jehoiada brought him 
up privately in the temple six years, during which time Atha- 
liah reigned over Jerusalem, and the two tribes. 

2. Now, on the seventh year, Jehoiada communicated the 
matter to certain of the captains of hundreds, 'five in number, 
and persuaded them to be assisting to what attempts he was 
making against Athaliah, and to join yith him in asserting the 
kingdom to the child. He also received such oaths from them 
as are proper to secure those that assist one another from the 
fear of discovery ; and he was then of good hope that they 
should depose Athaliah. Now those men whom Jehoiada the 
priest had taken to be his partners went into all the pountrvj 
and gathered together the priests and the Levites, and tne 
heads of the tribes out of it, and came and brought them to 
Jerusalem, to the high priest So he demanded the security 
of an oath of them, to keep private whatsoever he should dis- 
cover to them which required both their silence and their as- 
sistance. So when they had taken the oath, and had thereby 
made it safe for him to speak, he produced the child that he 
had brought up to the family of David, and said to them, "this 
IS your king, of that house which you know God hath foretold 
shoold reign over you for all time to come ; I exhort you 
therefore that one third part of you guard him in the temple, 
and that a fourth part keep watch at the gates of the temple, 
and the next part of you keep guard at the gate which 
opens and leads to the king^s palace, and let the rest of the 
multitude be unarmed in the temple, and let no armed person 
go into the temple, but the priest only. He also gave them 
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this order besides,* that a part of the priests and the Levites 
should be about thekin^ himself, and beaguard to him, with 
their drawn swords, and to kill that man immediately, whoever 
he be, that should be so bold as to enter armed into the tem- 
ple; and bid them be afraid of nobody, but persevere in guard- 
ing the king.*** So these men obeyed wnat the high priest 
advised them to, and declared the reality of their resolution 
by their actions. Jehpiada also opened that armoury which 
David had made in the temple, and distributed to the captains 
of hundreds, as also to the priests and Levites, all the spears 
and quivers, and what kind of weapons soever it contained, 
and set them armed in a circle round about the temple, so as 
to touch one anoth^rs' hands, and by that means excluding 
those from entering that ought not to enter. So they brought 
the child into the midst of them, and put on him the royal 
crown, and Jehoiada anointed him with the oil, and made him 
king ; and the multitude rejoiced, and made a noise, and cried, 
•' God save the king !" 

8. When Athaliah unexpectedly heard the tumult and the 
acclamations, she was greatly disturbed in her mind, and sud- 
denly issued out of the royal palace with her own army ; and 
when she was come to the temple, the priests received her, but 
as for those that stood round about the temple, they were or- 
dered by the high priest to do, they hindered the armed men 
that followed her from going in. iBut when Athaliah saw the 
child standing upon a pillar, with the royal crown upon his 
head, she rent her clothes, and cried out vehemently, and com- 
manded [her guards^ to kill him that had laid snares for her, 
and endeavoured to deprive her of the government. But 
Jehoiada called for the captains of hundreds, and commanded 
them to bring Athaliah to the valley of Cedron, and slay her 
there, fbr he would not have the temple defiled with the 
punishments of this pernicious woman ; and he gave order, 
that if any one came near to help her, he should be slain also ; 
wherefore those that had the charge of her slaughter, took hold 
of her, and led her to the gate of the king's mules, and slew 
her there. 

4. Now as soon as what concerned Athaliah was, by this 
stratagem, after this manner dispatched, Jehoiada called to* 
gether the people and the armed men into the temple, and 
made them take an oath, that they would be obedient to the 
king, and take care of his safety, and of the safety of his 

f;overnment ; after which he obliged the king to give security 
upon oath] that he would worship God, and not transgress 
the laws of Moses. They then ran to the house of Baal, 
which Athaliah and her husband Jehoram had built, to the 
dishonour of the God of their fathers, and to the honour of 
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Ahab, and demolished it, and slew Matan, that had his priest- 
hood. But Jehoiada intrusted the care and custody of the 
temple to the priests and Levites according to the appoint- 
ment of king David, and enjoined them to bring their regular 
burnt-ofTerings twice a-day, and to offer incense according to 
the law. He also ordained some of the Levites, with the 
porters, to be a guard to the temple, that no one that was de- 
filed might come there. 

5. And when Jehoiada had set these things in order, he, 
with the captains of hundreds, and the rulers, and all the 
people, took Jehoash out of the temple into the king'^s palace, 
and when he had set him upon the king^s throne, Uie people 
shouted for joy^ and betook themselves to feasting, and kept 
a festival for many days ; but the city was quiet upon tne 
death of Athaliah. Now Jehoash was seven years old when 
he took the kingdom : his mother^s name was Zibiah^ of the 
city Beersheba. And all the time that Jehoiada lived, Je- 
hoash was careful that the laws should be kept, and very 
zealous in the worship of God ; and when he was of age, he 
married two wives, who were ^ven to him by the high* 
priest, by whom were bom to him both sons and daughters. 
And this much shall suffice to have related concerning king 
Jehoash, how he escaped the treachery of Athaliah, apd how 
he received the kingdom. 
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CHAP. VIII. 



Hazael makes an Expedition against the People of Israel^ and 
the Inftabitants of Jerusalem. Jehu dies^ and Jehoahax 
succeeds in the Government Jehoash^ the King of Jeru-^ 
salem, at first is careful about the Worship of God, but 
afterwards becomes impious^ and commands Zechariah to 
be stoned. When Jehoash [King of Judah'\ was dead, 
Amaziah succeeds him in the Kingdom. 

§ 1. Now Hazael, king of Syria, fought against the Israel- 
ites, and their king Jehu, and spoiled the eastern parts of 
the country beyond Jordan, which belonged to the Reube- 
pites and Gadites, and to [the half tribe of] Manassites ; as 
also Gilead and Bashan, burning and spoiling, and offering 
violence to all that he laid his hands on, and this without 
impeachment from Jehu, who made no haste to defend the 
country when it was under this distress: nay, he was become 
a contemner of reli^on, and a despiser of holiness, and of 
the laws ; and died when he had reigned over the Israelites 
twenty-seven years. He was buried m Samaria ; and left Je- 
h oahaz his son his successor in the government. 
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£. Now Jehoash, king of Jerusalem, had an inclination to 
repair the temple of God ; so he called Jehoiada, and bid him 
send the Levites and priests through all the country, to re- 
quire half a shekel of silver for every head, towards the re- 
building and repairing of the temple, which was brought to 
decay by Jehoram, and Athaliah and her sons. But the 
hiffh priest did not do this, as concluding that no one would 
willingly pay that money ; but in the twenty-third year of Je- 
boash's reign, when the king sent for him and the Levites, and 
oomplained that they had not obeyed what he enjoined tliem, 
and still commanded them to take care of the rebuilding the 
temple, he used this stratagem for collecting the money, with 
which the multitude was pleased. He made a wooden chest, 
and closed it up fast on all sides, but opened one hole in it ; 
he then set it in the temple beside the altar, and desired every 
one to cast into it, through the hole, what he pleased, for the 
repair of the temple. This contrivance was acceptable to 
the people, and they strove one with another, and brought in 
large quantities of silver and gold : and when the scribe 
le priest that were over the treasuries had emptied the 
chest, and counted the money in the king^s presence, they 
then set it in its former place, and thus did they every day. 
But when the multitude appeared to have cast in as much as 
was wanted, the high-priest Jehoiada, and king Joash, sent to 
hire masons and carpenters, and to buy large pieces of timber, 
and of the most curious sort ; and when they had repaired the 
temple, they made use of the remaining gold and silver, which 
was not a little, for bowls, and basons, and cups, and other 
vessels ; and they went on to make the altar every day fat 
with sacrifices of great value. And these things were taken 
suitable care of, as long as Jehoiada lived. 

S. But, as soon as he was dead (which was when he had 
lived one hundred and tliirty years, having been a righteous 
and in every respect a very good man, an4 was buried in the 
king's sepulchres at Jerusalem, because he had recovered the 
kingdom to the family of David), king Jehoash betrayed his 
[want of] care about God. The principal men of the people 
were corrupted also together with him, and offended against 
their duty, and what their constitution determined to be most 
for their good. Hereupon God was displeased with the change 
that was made on the king, and on the rest of the people, and 
sent prophets to testify to them what their actions were, and 
to bring them to leave off their wickedness : but they had 
gotten so strong an affection, and so violent an inclination to 
it, that neither could the examples of those that had offered 
affi*onts to the laws, and had been so sevcrdy punished, they 
and their entire families, nor could the fear of what the pro- 
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phets now foretold bring them to repentance, and turn them 
back from their course of transgression to their former duty. 
But the king commanded that Zechariah, the son of the 
high-priest Jehoiada, should be stoned to death in the temple, 
and forgot the kindnesses he bad received from his father ; 
for when Grod had appointed him to prophesy, he stood in 
the midst of the multitude, and gave this counsel to them, 
and to the king, that they should act righteously, and fore- 
told to them, that if they would not hearken to his admoni- 
tions, they should suffer a heavy punishment : but as Zecha- 
riah was ready to die, be appealed to God as a witness of 
what he suffered for the good counsel he had given them, 
and how he perished after a most severe and violent manner 
for the good deeds his father had done to Jehoash. 

4. However, it was not long before the king suffered pu- 
nishment for his transgression : for when Hazael, king of 
Syria, made an irruption into his country, and when he had 
overthrown Gath, and spoiled it, he made an expedition 
against Jerusalem; upon which Jehoash was afraid, and 
emptied all the treasures of God, and of the kings [before 
him], and took down the gifts that had been dedicated [in 
the temple], and sent them to the king of Syria, and pro- 
cured so much by them, that he was not besieged, nor his 
kingdom quite endangered, but Hazael was induced by the 
greatness of the sum of money not to bring his army against 
Jerusalem ; yet Jehoash fell into a severe distemper, and 
was set upon by his friends, in order to revenge the death of 
Zechariah, the son of Jehoiada. These laid snares for the 
king, and slew him. He was indeed buried in Jerusalem, 
but not in the royal sepulchres of his forefathers, because of 
his impiety. He lived forty-seven years, and Amaziah bis 
son succeeded him in the kingdom. 

5. In the one-and-twentieth year of the reign of Jehoash, 
Jehoahaz, the son of Jehu, took the government of the Is- 
raelites in Samaria, and held it seventeen years. He did not 
[properly] imitate his father, but was guilty of as wicked 
practices as those that first had God in contempt ; but the 
king of Syria brought him low, and by an expedition against 
him did so greatly reduce his forces, that there remained no 
more of so great an army than ten thousand armed men, and 
fifty horsemen. He also took away from him his great cities, 
and many of them also, and destroyed his army. And these 
were the things that the people of Israel suffered, according 
to the prophecy of Elisha, when he foretold that Hazael' 
should kill his master, and reign over the Syrians and Da- 
mascens. But when Jehoahaz was under such unavoidable 
miseries, he had recourse to prayer and supplication to God, 
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and besought him to deliver him out of the hands of Hazael, 
and not overlook him, and give him up into his hands. Ao 
cordingly, God accepted of his repentance instead of virtue, 
and being desirous rather to admonish those that might re- 
pent, and not to determine that they should be utterly de- 
stroyed, he granted him deliverance from wars and dangers. 
So the country, having obtained peace, returned again to its 
former condition, and flourished as before. 

7. Now after the death of Jehoahaz, his son Joash took 
the kingdom, in the thirty-seventh year of Jehoash, the king 
of the tribe of Judah. This Joash then took the kingdom 
of Israel in Samaria, for he had the same name with the king 
of Jerusalem, and he retained the kingdom sixteen years. He 
was a good man, and in his disposition was not at all like 
to his father *. Now at this time it was, that when Elisha the 
prophet, who was already very old, and was now fallen into 
a disease, the King of Israel came to visit him ; and when 
he found him very near death, he began to weep in his sight, 
and lament, *^ to call him his father, and his weapons, because 
it was by his means that he never made use of his weapons 
against nis enemies, but that he overcame his own adversa- 
ries by his prophecies, without fighting ; and that he was 
now departing tnis life, and leaving him to the Syrians, that 
were already armed, and to other enemies of his that were 
under their power ; so he said, it was not safe for him to 
live any longer, but that it would be well for him to hasten 
to his end, and depart out of this life with him.*^ As the 
king was thus bemoaning himself, Elisha comforted him, 
anabid the king bend a bow that was brought him ; and 
when the king had fitted the bow for shooting, Elisha took 
hold of his hands, and bid him shoot ; and when he had shot 
three arrows and then left oiF, Elisha said, ^< If thou hadst 

" This character of Joash, the son of Jehoahaz, that ^* he waa a good 
man« and in his disposition not at all like to his father,'* seems a direct con- 
tradiction to our ordinary copies, which say, 2 Kings, xiii. II, that '' he 
did evil in the sight of the Lord ; and that he departed not from all the sins 
•f Jeroboam, the son of Nehat, who made Israel to sin, he walked therein." 
Which copies are here the truest it is hardly possible to determine. If Jo- 
sephns*s be true, this Joash is the single instance of a good king over the 
ten tribes : If the other be true, we have not one such example. The ac- 
flimat that follows, in all copies, of Elisha the prophet's concern for him, and 
Us eoncem for Elisha, greatly favours Josephut's copies, and suppose this 
king to have been then a good man, and no idolater, with whom God's pro- 
phets used not to be so familiar. Upon the whole, since it appears, even 
oy Joiephus's own account, that Amaziah, the good king of Judah, while 
M wai a good king, was forbidden to make use of the 100,000 auxiliaries 
lie had hired of this Joash, the king of Israel, as if he and they were then 
idolaters, 2 Chion. xxv. 6-^9, it is most likely that these different characters 
«f Joaah suited the different parts of his reign, and that, according to our 

^ cmnmoB copiea, he was at first a wicked king, and afterwards was reclaimed 

' and became a good one, according to Josephus. 
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shot more arrows, thou hajist cut the kingdom of Syria up 
by the roots, but since thou hast been satisfied with shooting 
three times only, thou shalt fight and beat the Syrians no 
more times than three, thftt I|k)u mayest recover that country 
which they cut ofi^ from thy kingdom in the reign of thy fa- 
ther.*^ So when the king had heard that, he departed ; and 
a little while after the prophet died. He was a man cele- 
brated for righteousness, and in eminent favour with God. ' 
He also performed wonderful and surprising works by pro- 
phecy, and such as were gloriously preserved in memory by 
the Hebrews. He also obtained a magnificent funeral, such 
a one indeed as it was fit a person so beloved of God should 
have. It also happened, that at that time certain robbers 
cast a man, whom they had slain, into Elisha's grave, and 
upon this dead body coming close to Elisha's body, it re- 
vived again. And thus far have we enlarged about the ac- 
tions of Elisha the prophet, both such as he did while he was 
alive, and how he had a divine power after his death also. 

7. Now, upon the death of Hazael, the king of Syriat 
that kin^om came to Adad his son, with whom Joash, king 
of Israel, made war ; and when he.had beaten him in three 
battles, he took from him all that country, and all those cities 
and villages, which his father Hazael had taken from the 
kingdom of Israel,' which came to pass, however, according 
to the prophecy of Elisha. But when Joash happened to 
die, he was buried in Samaria, and the government devolved 
on his son Jeroboam. 
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CHAP. IX. 



How Amaziah made an Expedition against the Edomitei 
and AnuUekites^ and conquered them ; but when he qfter^ 
wards made War against Joashj he was beaten^ and not 
long after was slain ; and Uzziah succeeded in ilte Govern^ 
ment* 

§ 1. Now in the second year of the reign of Joash over 
Israel, Amaziah reigned over the tribe of Judah in Jerusa- 
lem. His mother's name was Jehoaddan^ who was borp at 
Jerusalem. He was exceeding careful of doing what was 
right, and this when he was very young ; but when he came 
to the management of affairs, and to the government, he re- 
solved that he ought first of all to avenge his father Jehoasb^ 
and to punish those his friends that had laid violent hands 
upon him ; so he seized upon them all, and put them to 
death, yet did he execute no severity on their children, but 
acted therein according to the laws of M oses^ who did not 



80 ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. BOOK IX. 

think it just to punish children for the sins. of their fathers. 
After this he chose him an army out of the tribe of Judah 
and Benjamin, of such as were in the flower of their age, 
and about twenty years old ; 4nd when he had collected 
about three hundred thousand of them together, he set cap- 

, tains of hundreds over them. He also sent to the king of 
Israel, and hired an hundred thousand of his soldiers for an 
hundred talents of silver, for he had resolved to make an ex- 
pedition against the nations of the Amalekites, and Edomites, 

, and Gebalites : but as he was preparing for his expedition, 
and ready to go out to the war, a prophet gave him counsel 
to dismiss the army of the Israelites, because they were bad 
men, and because God foretold that he should be beaten if 
he made use of them as auxiliaries, but that he should over- 
come his enemies, though he had but a few soldiers, when it 
so pleased God. And when the king grudged at his having 
already paid the hire of the Israelites, the prophet exhorted 
him to do what God would have him, because he should 
thereby obtain much wealth from God. So he dismissed 
them, and said, that he still freely gave them their pay, and 
went himself with his own army, and made war with the na- 
tions before mentioned ; and when he had beaten them in 
battle, he slew of them ten thousand, and took as many pri- 
soners alive, whom he brought to the great rock which is in 
Arabia, and threw them down from it headlong. He also 
brought away a great deal of prey, and vast riches, from 
those nations. But while Amaziah was engaged in this ex- 
pedition, those Israelites whom he had hired, and then dis- 
missed, were very uneasy at it, and taking their dismission 
for an affront, as supposing that this would not have been 
done to them but out of contempt, they fell upon his king- 
idom, and proceeded to spoil the country as far as Beth-ho- 
ron, and took much cattle, and slew three thousand men. 

S. Now upon the victory which Amaziah had gotten, and 
the great acts he had done, he was puffed up, and began to 
overlook God, who had given him the victory, and proceeded 
to worship the gods he nad brought out of the country of 
the Amalekites. So a prophet came to him, and said, that 
<< he wondered how he could esteem these to be gods, who 
had been of no advantage to their own ■ people, who paid 
them honours, nor had delivered them from his hands, but 
had overlooked the destruction of many of them, and had 
suffered themselves to be carried captive, for that they had 
been carried to Jerusalem in the same manner as any one 
might have taken some of the enemy alive, and led them 
thither." This reproof provoked the king to anger, and he 
commanded the prophet to hold his peace, and threatened 
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to punish him if he meddled with his conduct. So he re- 
plied that << he should indeed hold his peace \ but foretold^ 
withal, that God would not overlook his attempts for inno- 
vation.'*^ But Amaziah was not able to contain himself un- 
der that prosperity which God had given him, although he 
had aifronted God thereupon ; but in a vein of insolence he 
wrote to Joash, the king of Israel, and ^^ commanded that he 
and all his people should be obedient to him, as they had 
formerly been obedient to his progenitors, David and Solo- 
mon ; and he let him know, that if he would not be so wise 
as to do what he commanded him, he must fight for his do- 
minion.'^ To which message Joash returned this answer in 
writing: *^ King Joash to king Amaziah. There was a 
vastly tall cypress tree in mount Lebanon, as also a thistle ; 
this thistle sent to the cypress tree, to give the cypress tree^s 
daughter in marriage to the thistle's son ; but as the thistle 
was saying this, there came a wild beast, and trod down the 
thistle : And this may be a lesson to thee, not to be so am^ 
bitious, and to have a care, lest, upon thy good success in 
' the fight against the Amalekites, thou growest so proud as 
to bring dangers upon thyself and upon thy kingdom/' 

3. When Amaziah had read this letter, he was more eager 
upon his expedition, which, I suppose, was by the impulse 
of God, that he might be punished for his offence against 
him. But as soon as he led out his army against Joash,, and 
they were going to join battle with him, there came such a 
fear and consternation upon the army of Amaziah, as Grod 
when he is displeased sends upon men, and discomfited them» 
even before they came to a close fight. Now it happened, 
that, as they were scattered about by the terror that was upon 
them, Amaziah was left alone, and was taken prisoner by the 
enemy ; whereupon Joash threatened to kill him, unless he 
would persuade the people of Jerusalem to open their gates 
to him, and receive him and his army into the city. Ac- 
cordingly Amaziah was so distressed, and in such fear of his 
life, that he made his enemy to be received into the city. 
So Joash overthrew a part of the wall, of the len^h of four 
hundred cubits, and drove his chariot through the breach into 
Jerusalem, and led Amaziah captive along, with him; by 
which means he became master of Jerusalem, and took away 
the treasures of Qod, and carried off all the gold and silver 
that was in the king's palace, and then freed the king from 
captivity, and returned to Samaria. Now these things hap- 
pened to the people of Jerusalem in the fourteenth year of 
the reign of Amaziah, who after this had a conspiracy made 
agunst him by his friends, and fled to the city Lachish, and 
was there slain by the conspirators, who sent men thither to 
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kill him. So they took up his dead body, and carried it to 
Jerusalem, and made a royal funeral for him. This was the 
end of the life of Amaziah, because of his innovations in re- 
ligion and his contempt of God, when he had lived fifty-four 
years, and had reigned twenty-nine. He was succeeded by 
his son, whose name was Uzziah, 

CHAP. X. 

Concerning Jeroboam^ King of Israel, and Jonah the Pro* 
phet ; and how^ after the Death of Jeroboam^ his Son 
Zechariah took the Govemvient, How Uzziah^ King of 
Jerusalem^ subdued the Nations that were round aSout 
him I and what befell him when he attempted to offer In^ 
cense to God. 

LI. In the fifteenth year of the reign of Amaziah, Jero- 
Eun, the son of Joash, reigned over Israel, in Samaria, 
forty years. This king was guilty of* contumely against 
God, and became very wicked in worshippkig of idols, and 
in many undertakings that were absurd and foreign. He 
was also the cause of ten thousand misfortunes to the people 
of Israel. Now one Jonah, a prophet, foretold to him, that 
he should make war with the Syrians and conquer their 
army, and enlarge the bounds of nis kingdom on the north- 
ern parts to the city Hamath, and on the southern to the Lake 
Asphaltitis, for the bounds of the Canaanites originally were 
these, as Joshua their general had determined them. So 
Jeroboam made an expeaition against the Syrians, and over- 
ran all their country, as Jonah had foretold. 

% Now I cannot think it but necessary for me, who have 
promised to give an accurate account of our afiairs, to de* 
scribe the actions of this pnmhet, so far as I have, found 
them written down in the Heorew books. Jonah had been 
commanded by God to go to the kingdom of Nineveh ; and 
when he was there, to publish it in that city, how it should 
lose the dominion it had over the nations. But be went 
not, out of fear ; nay, he ran away from God to the city of 
Joppa, and finding a ship there, he went into it, and sailed 

* What I have abore noted concerning Jeihoaah, seems to me to hare 
been true also concerning his son, JerolxNun II. viz. that although he began 
wickedly, as Josephus agrees with our other copies, and, as he adds, '^ was 
the cause of a vast number of misfortunes to the Israelites" in those his first 
years (the particulars of which are unhappily wanting both in Josephus and 
in all our copies), so does it seem to me that he w^ afterwards redaimed, 
and became a good king, and so was encouraged by the prophet Jonah, and 
had great successes afterward, when '* God saved the Israelites by the 
hand of Jeroboam, the son of Joash," 2 Kings, zvi. 27, which encourage- 
ment by Jonah, and great successes, are equaUy observable in Josephus, and 
in the other copies. 
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to Tarsus, in Ciiicia* ; and upon the rise of a most terrible 
storm, which was so great that the ship was in danger of 
sinking, the mariners, the master, and the pilot himself} 
made prayers and vows, in case they escaped the sea, but 
Jonah lay still and covered [in the' ship], without imitating 
any thing which the others did : but as the waves grew 
greater, and the sea became more violent by the winds, they 
suspected, as is usual in such cases, that some one of th^ 
persons that sailed with them was the occasion of this storm, 
and agreed to discover by lot which of them it was. When 
they had cast lots i*, the lot fell upon the prophet ; and when 
they asked him, Whence he carnc ? and what he had done ? 
he replied. That he was an Hebrew' by nation, and a pro- 
phet of Almighty God ; and he persuaded them to cast him 
mto the sea, if they would escape the danger they were in, for 
that be was the occasion of the storm wiiich was upon them. 
Now at the first they durst not do so, as esteeming it a wicked 
thing to cast a man who was a stranger, and who had com- 
mitted his life to them, into such manifest perdition ; but at 
last, when their misfortunes overbore them, and the ship was 
just going to be drowned, and when they were animated to 
do it by the prophet himself, and by the fear concerning 
.their own safety, they cast him into the sea ; upon which the 
sea became calm. It is also related, that Jonah was swal- 
lowed down by a whale, and that, when he had been there 
three days, and as many nights, he was vomited out upon 
the Euxme Sea, and this alive, and without any hurt upon 
his body ; and there, on his prayer to God, he obtained par- 
don for his sins, and went to the city Nineveh, where be 
stood so as to be heard, and preached, that ^^in a very little 
time they should lose, the dominion of Asia." And when he 

*- When Jonah is said in oiir Bibles to have gone to Tarshish, Jonah, i. 
3, Josephus understood it that he went to Tarshish in Cilicia, or to the Me- 
diterranean Sea, upon which Tarsus lay ; so that he does not appear to hare 
read the text, 1 Kings, xxii. 48, as our copies do, that ships of TarshiA 
could lie at Ezion-OeEer, upon the Red Sea. But as to Josephus*s assertion 
that Jonah*B fish was carried by the strengh of the current, upon a storm, aa 
far as the Euxine Sea, it is no way impossible ; and since the storm might 
have driven the ship, while Jonah was in it, near to that Euxine Sea, and 
•inoe, in three more days, while he was in the fish*s belly, that current might 
bring him to the Assyrian coast, and since withal that coast could bring him 
nearer to Nineveh than could any coast of the Mediterranean, it is by no 
means an improbable determination in Josephus. 

"f- This ancient piece of religion, of supposing there was great sin where 
there was great mitery^ and of casting lots to discover great sinners, not 
only among the Israelites, but among these heathen mariners, seems a re. 
markable remains of the ancient tradition which prevailed of old over all 
mankinii tkat Providence used to interpose visibly in all human affairs, and 
never to bring,'* or at least not long to continue, notorious judgments but 
for notorious sins, which the most ancient book of Job shows to have been 
the state of mankind for about the former 3000 years of the world, till the 
days of Job and JIlDses. 

VOL. II. * 1> 
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had published this, he returned. Now, I have given this 
account about him, as I found it written [in our books]. 

3. When Jeroboam the king had passed his Ufe in great 
happiness, and had ruled forty years, he died, and was bu- 
ried in Samaria, and his son Zechariah took the kingdom. 
After the same manner did Uzziah, the son of Amaziah, be- 
gin to reign over the two tribes in Jerusalem, in the four- 
teenth year of the reign of Jeroboam. He was born of Je- 
coliah, his mother, who was a citizen of Jerusalem. He 
was a good man, and by nature righteous and magnanimous, 
and very laborious in taking care of the affairs of his king- 
dom. He made an expedition also against the Philistines, 
and overcame them in battle, and took the cities of Gath 
and Jabneh, and bmke down their walls ; after which expe- 
dition, he assaulted the Arabs that adjoined to Egypt. He 
also built a city upon the Red Sea, and put a garrison into 
it. He after this overthrew the Ammonities, and appointed 
that they should pay tribute. He also overcame all the 
countries as far as to the bounds of Egypt, and then began 
to take care of Jerusalem itself for the rest of his life ; for 
he rebuilt and repaired all those parts of the wall which had 
either fallen down by the length of time, or by the careless- 
ness of the kings his predecessors, as well as all that part 
which had been thrown down by the king of Israel, when he 
took his father Amaziah prisoner, and entered with him into 
the city. Moreover, he built a great many towers, of one 
hundred and fifty cubits high, and built walled towns in 
-desert places, and put garrisons into them, and dug many 
channels for conveyance of water. He had also many beasts 
for labour, and an immense number of cattle ; for his coun- 
try was fit for pasturage. He was also given to husbandry, 
jSLud took care to cultivate the ground, and planted it with all 
sorts of plants, and sowed it with all sorts of seeds. He 
had also about him an army composed of chosen men, in 
number three hundred and seventy thousand, who were go- 
verned by general officers and captains of thousands, who 
were men of valour, and of unconquerable strength, in num- 
ber two thousand. He also divided his whole army into 
bands, and armed them, giving every one a sword, with 
brazen bucklers and breast-plates, with bows and slings ; and 
besides these, he made for them many engines of war, for 
besieging of cities, such as cast stones and darts, with grap- 
plers, and instruments of that sort 

4. While Uzziah was in this state, and making prepara- 
tions [for futurity], he was corrupted in his mind by pride, 
and became insolent, and this on account of that abundance 
which he had of things that will soon perish^ and despised 
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that power which is of eternal duration (which consisted in 
ietj towards God, and in the observation of his law) ; so 
e fell by occanon of the Mod success of his affains and 
was carried headlong into those sins of his lathers, which the 
splendour of that prosperity he enjoyed^ and the glorious 
actions he had done, lea him into, while he was not able to 
govern himself well about him. Accordingly, when ace- 
roarkable day was come, and a general festival was to be 
celebrated, he put on the holy garment, and went into the 
temple to offer incense to God upon the golden altar, which 
he was prohibited to do by Azariah, the hieh-priest, who 
had four score priests with him, and who told him that it wa» 
not lawful for him to offer sacrifice, and that *^ none besides 
the posterity of Aaron were permitted so to do.^ And 
when they cried out, that he nnist go out of the temple, and 
not transgress agahist God, he was wroth at them, and 
threatened to kill them, unless they would hold their peace. 
In the mean time, a ^reat earthquake * shook the ground, 
and a rent was made m the temple, and the bright raya oi 
the sun shone through it, and fell upon the king^s face, mso^ 
much that the leprosy seized upon him immeoiately. Andi 
before the city, at a place called ]^roge^ half the mountain 
broke off from the rest on the west, and rolled itself fotit 
furlonffs, and stood still at the east mountain, till the roads^ 
as well as the king^s gardens, were spoiled by the obstruct 
tibii. Now, as soon as the priests saw that tne king^s fac^ 
was Infected with the leprosy, they told him of the calamity 
he was under, and commanded that he should go out of the 
city, as a polluted person. Hereupon he was so eonfoundJed 
at the sad distemper, and sensible that he wa^ not at liberty 
to contradict, that he did as he was cdmmafidied, and under- 
went his miserable and terrible punishment for an intentldii 
beyond what befitted a man to have, and for that impiety 
against God which was implied therein. So he abode out 
of the city for some time, and lived a private life, while M^ 
son Jotham took the government : after which he died with 
grief and anxiety at what had happened to him, when he haa 
meA slxty*eight years, and reigned of them fifty -two ; and 
was buried by himself hi his own gardens^. 

^ Tluf aeccKuit of an earthquake at Jerusalem) at the rery thne w&efi 
Vfldah uanrped the priest's offloe, and went Into the sanctuary to hum in* 
eenae, and ii the eonsequeuees of dist earthquake, is entirety wanthif^ fii 
oii# ether oopiee, though it be exeeeding fike to a prophecy of JeremidiVi 
now in Zeeh. sir. 4, S, in whieh prophecy mention is made of** fledng fimni 
that earthqiako. fi they fled from this earthquake in the days of Untfah, 
king of Jndah :" so that there seems to have been some oonsidenUe reseat* 
Ua^ b e t wee n these historloal and prophetical earthquakes. 
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CHAP. XL 

Haw 2kckafiahi ShaUum^ Menahem^ Pekahiah^ and Pekahf 

. took the Government over the Israelites ; and how Ptd and 

THglatk-Pileser made an Expedition against the Israelites. 

• How Jothamy t1^ Son of Uzziah, reigned over the Tribe of 

Judahj and what things Nahum propliesied against the 

Assyrians. 

§ 1. Now when Zechariah, the son of Jeroboam, had reigned 
six months over Israel, he was slain by the treachery of a cer- 
tain friend of his, whose name was SnaUum^ the son of Jabesh, 
who took the kingdom afterward, but kept it no longer than 
diirty days ; for Menahem, the general of his army, who was 
at that time in the city Tirsah, and heard of what had befallen 
Zechariah, removed thereupon with all his forces to Samaria, 
and joining battle with Shallum, slew him ; and when he had 
made himself king, he went thence, and came to the city 
Tiphsah, but the citizens that were in it shut their eates, and 
barred them against the king, and would not admit him ; but 
m order to be avenged on them, he burned the country round 
about it, and took the city by force, upon a siege ; and being 
very much displeased at what the inhabitants of Tiphsah had 
done, he slew them all, and spared not so much as the infants, 
without omitting the utmost instances of cruelty and barba- 
rity, for he used such severity upon his own countrymen, as 
would not be pardonable with regard to strangers, who had 
been conquered by hun. And after this manner it was that 
this Menahem continued to reign with cruelty and barbarity 
for ten jears : but when Pul,. king of Assyria, had made an 
tlKpedition against him, he did not meet to fight or engage in 
^iwe with the Assyrians, but he persuaded him to accept of 
a thousand talents of silver, and to go away, and so put an 
end to the war. This sum the multitude collected for Me- 
nahem *, by exacting fifty drachmae as poll-money for every 
head : after which he died, and was buried in Samaria, and leu 
his son Pekahiah his successor in the kinsdom, who followed 
tbfe barbarity of his father, and so ruled but two years onlvf 
after which he was slain with his friends at a feast, by the 

* Dr. Wall, in liis critical notes on 2 Kings xv, 20, observes ^* that when 
this Menahem is said to have exacted the money of Israel, of all the mighty 
men of wealth, of each man fifty shekels of silver, to give Pol, the kij^ of 
Assyria, one thoosan d talents, this is the first public money nised bv any 
[Isnelite] king by a tax on the people ; that they used before to raise it out 
of the treasurer of the house of the Lord, or of their own house ; that it was 
a poll-money on the rich men [and them only] to raise S63,000iL, or as others 
count a talent 400,000/1, at the rate of 6L m 1L yer head ; and that God oom- 
maoded by Ezekiel, chap. xlv. 8. and' xlvi. 18. that no such thing diould be 
done [at the Jews restoration] but the king should hav« land of Ida own.** 
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treachery of one Pekah^ the general of his horse, and the son 
of Ramaliah, who laid snares for him. Now this Pekah held 
the govemment twenty years, ai|d proved a wicked man, and 
a transgressor. But the king of Assyria, whose name was 
TiglaiuLPUeser^ when he had made an expedition against the 
Israelites, and had overrun all the land of Gilead, and the 
region beyond Jordan, and the adjoining country, which is 
called Galilee^ and Kadesh, and Hazor, ne made the inhabi- 
tants prisoners^ and transplanted them into his own kingdom. 
And so much shall suffice to have related here concerning 
the king of -Assyria. 

2. Now Jotham, the son of Uzziah, reigned over the tribe 
of Judah in Jerusalem, being a citizen thereof by his mother, 
whose name was Jerusha. This king was not defective in 
any virtue, but was religious towards Grod, and righteous to- 
wards men, and careful of the good of the city, (for what parts 
soever wanted to be repaired or adorned, be magnificently 
repaired and adorned them). He also took care of the foun- 
dations of the cloisters in the temple, and repaired the walls 
that were fallen down, and built very great towers, and such 
as were almost impregnable ; and if any thing else in his king- 
dom had been neglected, he took great care of it. He also 
made an expedition against the Ammonites, and overcame 
them in batUe, aud ordered them to pay tribute an hundred 
talents, and ten thousand cori of wheat, and as many of barley, 
every year, and so augmented his kingdom, that his enemies 
could not despise it, and his own people lived happily. 

8. Now there was at this time a prophet, whose name was 
Nahum, who spoke after this manner concerning the over- 
throw of the Assyrians, and of Nineveh : *' * Nineveh shall 
be a pool of water in motipn ; so shall all her people be trou- 
bled, and tossed, and ^ away by flight, while they say one to 
another, stand, stand still, seize their gold and silver, for there 
shall be no one to wish them well, for they will rather save 
their lives than their money ; for a terrible contention shall 
possess them one with another, and lamentation, and loosing 
of the members, and their countenances shall be perfectly 
black with fear, and there will be the den of the lions, ana 
the mother of the young lions ! God says to thee, Nineveh, 
that they shall deface thee, and the lion shall no longer go 
out from thee to give laws to the world." And indeed this 

* This pusage it taken out of the prophet Nahum, chap. ii. 8 — 13. mud is 
the principal, or rather the only one that is given us almost verbatm^ but a 
little abridged, in aU Josephus's known writings i by which quotation we 
learn what he himself always asserts, vis. that he made use of the Hjebrew 
original [and not of the Greek version] ; as also we learn, tliat his Hebrew 
copy considerably differed from ours. See all these texts particuVirly set 
down, and compared together, in the Essay on the Old Testament, page 187* 
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pmph^t turopliened aUdiy other iUogs beaded ihtt^^oatenkr 
ibff Nineveh, which I do not think aeceseary to repeat, end 
I Sere omit them, tliel I mfey not appeer tfoubkaoiiie to my 
veaden ; all which thincft hiqipeaed about Nineveh an huo- 
driad and fifteen years uterward ; so this may ^iifieie to hav^ 
ipoken of these taiattersk 
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iffoWf upon the Death qfJoiham^ Ahaz reigned in hie stead : 
•against whom Rezin^ Kingqf SyriUj and Pekah^ King qT 
firaetf fnade War i and how Tiglath-Pileser^ tSng of As- 
sjfria^ came to the Assistance of AImx^ and laid Syrta waste^ 
and^ removing the D&mascens into Media^ placed other Na- 
tions in their Boom. 

§ 1 . Now Jothimi died when he liad lived forty^one years, 
and of them reigned sixteen, and was bariedinthesepuicfares 
of the kings; and the kingdom came to his son Ahat, who 

et>ved most impious towardiB Gkxl, and a transgressor of the 
ws of his countty. He imitated the kings of Israel, and 
"ranred ^tars in Jerusalem, and olEFered samfices upon them 
to idols ; to which he also offered his own son as a burnt- 
oiKning, according to the practice of the Canaanites. His 
'Other actions were aho ot the same sort. Now as he was 

SAng on in this mad course, Rekin, 49ie king of Syria and 
amascus, and Pekah, the king of Israel, who were now at 
sanity with one another, made war with him, and when they 
had driven him into Jerusalem, they besieged that city a long 
while, making but a small progress, oo aoconnt of the strengtn 
of its walls ; and when the king of Syria had taken the c^ty 
JSl^th, upon the Red Sea, and had ttain the inhabitants, he 
-peopled it with Syrians ; and when he bad sleSn those in the 
To^erl garrisons, and the Jews in ilheir neighbourhood, and 
bad driven away much prey, he returned with htsmmy ba6k 
to Damascus. Now when like long of Jerusalem knew that 
•the Syrians . were returned iKMne, he, wpponng himself n 
match for ifhe king of Israel, drew out his array agmnst bkn, 
"and jotniag iMtttle with him was beaten ; «nd this Imppened 
liecaase Ora was angyy with him, on aeeount of Ws nnmy 
and great enormides. Accm^n^y there were efadn by me 
Isradites one hundred and twenty thousand of his men that 
day, wliose general, Amaziah by name, slew Zechariah the 
kinff^s eon in his ccoflict with Ahasi as well as the governor 
of the kingdom, whose naiide was Azricam. He dso carried 
Elk^nah, the general of the troops of the tribe of JudiA, into 
captivity. They «Iso oavried the woneo and duldren of the 
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tribe of Benjamin capdves ; and when they had gotten a great 
deal of prey, they returned to Samaria. 

8. Now there was one Obed, who was a prophet at that . 
time in Samaria ; he met the army before the city walls, and* 
with a loud voice told them, that ^* they had gotten the vie* * 
tory, not by their own strength, but by reason of the anger 
God had against king Ahaz. And he complained, that they 
were not satisfied with the good success they had had against 
him, but were so bold as to make captives out of their kinsmen 
the tribes of Judah and Benjamin. He also gave them coun- . 
sel to let them go home without doing them'an y harm, for that, 
if they did not obey God therein, they should be punished." 
So the people of Israel came together to their assembly, and 
considered of these matters, when a man whose name was 
Berechiah, and who was one of chief reputation in the govern- 
ment, stood up, and three others with him, and said, *^ We will 
not suffer the citizens to bring these prisoners into the city, 
lest we be all destroyed by God : we have sins enough of our 
own that we have committed against him, as the prophets 
assure us ; nor ought we therefore to introduce the practice 
of new crimcfs."" When the soldiers heard that, they permitted 
them to do what they thought best. So the forenamed men 
took the captives, and let them go, and took care of them, and 
gave them provisions, and sent them to their own country, 
without doing them any harm. However, these four went 
along with them, and conducted them as far as Jericho, which 
is not far from Jerusalem, and returned to Samaria. 

S. Hereupon king Ahaz, having been so thoroughly lieaten 
by the Israelites, sent to Tiglath-Pileser, king of the Assy- 
rians, and sued for assistance from him in his war against the 
Israelites, and Syrians, and Damasoens, with a promise to 
send him much money : he sent him also great presents at 
the same time. Now this king, upon the reception of those 
ambassadors, came to assist Ahaz, and made war upon the 
Syrians, and laid their country waste, and took Damascus by 
force, and slew Rezin their king, and transplanted the people 
of Damascus into the Upper Media, and brought a colony 
of Assyrians, and plantea them in Damascus. He also af- 
flicted the land of Israel, and took many captives out of it. 
While be was doing thus with the Syrians, king Ahaz took 
all the gold that was in the king's treasures, and the silverj 
and what was in the temple of God, and what precious giftfr 
were there, and he carried them with him, and came to Ua- 
mascus, and gave it to the king of Assyria, according to his 
agreement. So he confessed that he owed him thanks for 
aU that he had done for him, and returned to Jerusalem. 
Now this king was so sottish, and thoughtless of what was for 
his own good, that he would not leave off worshipping the Sy- 
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^ian gods when he was beaten by them, but he went on in wor- 
%ipping them, as though they would procure him the victory ; 
and when he was beaten again, he began to honour the gods 
of the Assyrians ; and he seemed more desirous to honour any 
other gods than his own paternal and true God, whose anger 
was the cause of his defeat ; nay, he proceeded to such a de- 
gree of despite and contempt [of God's worship], that he shut 
up the temple entirely, and forbade them to bring in the ap- 
pointed sacrifices, and took away the gifts that had been given 
to it. And when he had offered these indignities to Grod, he 
died, having lived ' thirty-six years, and of them reigned ^x- 
teen ; and Be left his son Hezckiah for his successor. 

CHAP. XIII. 

How PekaJidied ly the Treachery ofHoshea^ who was a Utile 
after subdued by Shaimaiiezer ; and how Hezekiah reigned 
instead of Ahaz ; and whut Actions of Piety and Justice 
Jiejdid. 

1. Aboot the same time Pekah, the king of Israel, died, 
y the treachery of a friend of his, whose name Was Hoshea, 
who retained the kingdom nine years time, but was a wicked 
man, and adespiser of the divine worship; and Shalmanezer, 
the king of Assyria, made an expedition against him, and over- 
came him (which must have been because he had not God 
favourable nor assistant to him), and brought him to sub- 
mission, and ordered him to pay an appointed tribute. Now 
in the fourth year of the reign of Hoshea, Hezekiah, the son 
of Ahaz, began to reign in Jerusalem ; and hismother^s name 
was Abijah, a citizen of Jerusalem. His nature was good, and 
righteous, and religious ; for when he came to the kingdom, 
he thought that nothing was prior, or more necessary, or more 
advantageous to himself and to his subjects, than to worship 
God. Accordingly he called the people together, and the 
priests, and the Levites, and made a speech to them, and said, 
** You are not ignorant how, by the sins of my father, who 
transgressed that sacred honour which was due to God, you 
have had experience of many and great miseries, while you 
were corrupted in your mind by him, and were induced to 
worship those which he supposed to be gods : I exhort you, 
therefore, who have learned by sad experience how dangerous 
a thing impiety is, to put that immediately out of your memory, 
and to purify yourselves from your former pollutions, and to 
open the temple to these priests and Levites who are here con- 
vened, and to cleanse it with the accustomed sacrifices, and to 
recover all to the ancient honour which our fathers paid to it ; 
for by this means we may render God favourable, and he will 
remit the anger he hath had to us.^ 
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*8. When the king had said this, the priests opened the 
temple ; and when they had set in order the vessels of Grod, 
and cast out what was impure, they laid the accustomed sa- 
crifices upon the altar. The king also sent to the country 
that was under him, and called the people to Jerusalem to 
celebrate the feast of unleavened bread, for it had been inter- 
mitted a long time, on account of the wickedness of the fore* 
mentioned kings. He also sent to the Israelites, and exhort- 
ed them to leave oiF their present way of living, and to return 
to their ancient practices, and to worship GiSd, for that he 
gave them leave to come to Jerusalem, and to celebrate, all 
m one body, the feast of unleavened bread ; and this he said 
was by way of invitation only, and to be done of their own 
ffood-will, and for their own advantage, and not out of obe- 
dience to him, because it would make them happy. But the 
Israelites, upon the coming of the ambassadors, and upon 
their laying before them what they had in charge from their 
own king, were so far from complying therewith, that they 
laughed the ambassadors to scorn, and mocked them as fools ; 
as also they affronted the prophets who ^ave them the same 
exhortations, and foretold that they would suffer if they did 
not return to the worship of God, insomuch that at length 
they caught them, and slew them : nor did this degree of 
transgressing suffice them, but they had more wicked contrU 
vances than what have been described : nor did they leave off, 
before God, as a punishment for their impiety, brought them 
under their enemies : but of that more hereafter. However, 
many there were of the tribe of Manasseh, and of Zebulun, 
and of Issachar, who were obedient to what the prophets ex* 
horted them to do, and returned to the worship of God. Now 
all these came running to Jerusalem, to Hezekiah, that they 
might worship God [there]. 

8. When these men were come, king Hezekiah went up 
into the temple, with the rulers, and all the people, and ou 
fered for himself seven bulls, and as many rams, with seven 
lambs, and as many kids of the goats. The king also himself, 
and the rulers, laia their hands on the heads of the sacrifices, 
and permitted the priests to complete the sacred offices about 
them. So they both slew the sacrifices, and burned the burnti* 
offerings, while the Levites stood round about them, with 
their musical instruments, and sang hymns to God, and 
played on their psalteries, as they were mstructed by David 
to do, and this while the rest of the priests returned the 
music, and sounded the trumpets which they had in their 
hands : and when this was done, the king and the multitude 
threw themselves down upon their face, and worshipped God. 
He also sacrificed seventy bulls, one hundred rams, and two 
hundred lambs. He also granted the multitude 8acrifice% 
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to featt upcMi, «x hundred oxen, and three thpu«and other 
cattle ; and the prieets performed all things according to the 
hiw. Now the king was so pleased herewith that he feasted 
with the people, and returned thanks to God : but as the feast 
of unleavened bread was now come when they had offered 
that sacrifice which is called the Passover^ they after that of- 
fered other sacrifices for seven days. When the king had 
bestowed on the multitude, besides what they sanctified of 
themselves, two thousand bulls, and seven thousand other 
cattle, the same thing was done by the rulers; for they gave 
them a thousand bulls, and a thousand and forty other cattle. 
Nor had this festival been so well observed from the days of 
king Solomon, as it was now first observed with great splen- 
dour and magnificence: and when this festival was ended, they 
vent out into the country, and purged it ; and cleansed the 
dty of all the pollution of the idols. ' The king also gave order 
that the daily sacrifices should be offered, at his own charges, 
and according to the law ; and appointed that the tithes and 
^e first fruits should be given by the multitude to the priests 
and Levitesi that they might constantly attend upon divine 
service, and never be taken off from the worship of Grod. 
Accordingly) the multitude brought together all sorts of their 
fruits to the priests and the Levites. The king also made 
gamers and receptacles for these fruits, and distributed them 
to every one of the priests and Levites, and to their children 
and wives. And thus did they return to their old form of 
divine worship. Now when the king had settled these matters 
after the manner already described, he made war upon the 
Philistines, and beat them, and possessed himself of all the 
enemies^ cities, from Gaza to Gath ; but the king of Assyria 
sent to him, and threatened to overturn all his dominions, 
unless he would pay him the tribute which his father paid 
him formerly ; but king Hezekiah was not concerned at his 
threatening, but depended on his piety towards God, and 
upon Isuah the prophet, by whom he inquired, and accurate- 
ly knew all future events. And thus much shall suffice for 
the present concerning this king Hezekiah. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

How Shalmanezer took Samaria hyjbrce^ and how he trans^ 
planted the Ten Tribes into Media, and brought the Nation 
qfthe CuOieoflM into their Country \in their room]. 

§• 1. When Shalmanezer, the king of Assyria, had it told him, 
that [Hoshea] the king of Israel had sent privately to So, the 
king of Egypt, desiring his assistance against him, he was very 
ai^;ry, and made an expedilion against Samaria, in the seventh 
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ear of the reiffn of Hdshea ; but when he was not admitted 
^into the city] by the king *, he besieged Samaria three yean^ 
and took it by force in the ninth year of the reign of Hosbea, 
and in the neventh year of Hezekiah king of Jerusalem, and 
quite demolished the government of the Israelites, and tranSf 
planted all the people into Media and Peroa, among vhon 
lie took king Hoshea alive ; and when he had removed these 
people out of this their land, he transplanted other nations mtt 
of Cuthah, a place so called, (for there is [still] a river of thtt 
name in Perua), into Samaria, and into the country of the 
Israelites. So the ten tribes of the Israelites were removed 
out of Judea nine hundred and fiorty-seven years after their 
forefiuhers were come out of the land of Egypt, and possess^ 
ed themselves of this country, but eight hundred years after 
Joshua had been their leader, and, as I have already observe^ 
two hundred and forty years, seven months, and seven days, 
after they had revolted from Rehoboam, the grandson of 
David, end had given the kingdom to Jeroboam. And sudi 
« conclusion overtook the Israelites, when they had trana- 
ffressed the laws, and would not hearken to the prophets, who 
Ssretold that this calamity would come upon them, if ihej 
would not leave off their evil doings. What gave birth to 
diese evil doings was that sedition which they raised againsi 
Rehoboam the grandson of David, when they set up Jero^ 
boam his servant to be their king, who, by sinning against Godt 
and bringing them to imitate his bad example, made God to 
be th^r enemy, while Jeroboam underwent that punishment 
which he justly deserved. 

^ And now the king of Assyria invaded all Syria and Phen 
nicia in an hostile manner. The name of this king is also act 
^wn in the archives of Tyre, for he made an expeditioa 
against Tyre in the reign of JSluleus ; and Menander attests to 
it, who, when he wrote his Chronology, and translated the afih 
chives of Tyre into the Greek languwe, gives us the follow^ 
ing Instory : . << One whose name was iEluleus, reigned thir^y^ 
six years : this king, upon the revolt of the Cittean8» sailed to 
them, and reduced them again to a submission. Against thesp 
did the king of Assyria sei:^ an army, and in an hostile manner 
overrun all Phenicia, but soon made peace with them alU and 
returned back: but Sidon, and Aoct and Palastyms rerolteds 

* Thif ddg9 of Samaria, though not given » particular aooount of, dlthi^ 
In our Hebrew and Greek Bibles, or in Joeephus, was so very long, no ie^i 
4laui three years, that it was no way improbable but that pamts, and pais 
tknalariy moUiars, might therdb be redaoed to eat their own children, as ihm 
law of Moses had thx^tened upon their disobedience, Levit. zzvi. 2S. Dent. 
xzviii. S3— 67) and was accomplished in the other shorter sieges of both 
the capital dties, Jerusalem and Samaria, the former mentioned, Jer. six* 9. 
Anti^ B, is. ch. iv. sect. 44 and the latter, S Kings vL 20-^99. 
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and many other cities there were which delivered themsdves 
up to the king of Assyria. Accordingly, when the Tyrians 
would not submit to him, the king returned, and fell upon 
them again, while the Plienicians had furnished him with 
threescore ships, and right hundred men to row them ; and 
when the Tyrians had come upon them in twelve ships, and 
the enemies ships were dispersed, they took five hundred men 
prisoners, and the reputation of all the citizens of Tyre was 
thereby increased : but the king of Assyria returned, and placed 

5uards at their rivers and aqueducts, who should hinder the 
'yrians from drawing water. This continued for five years, 
and still the Tyrians bore the nei^, and drank of the water 
they had out of the wells they dug." And this is what is 
written in the Tyrian archives concerning Shalmaneser the 
king of Assyria. 

8. But now the Cutheans, who removed into Samaria (for 
that is the name they have been called by to this time, be- 
cause they were brought out of the country called Cuthab, 
which is a country of Persia, and there is a river of the same 
name ip it), each of them, according to their nations, which 
were in number five, brought their own gods into Samaria, 
and by worshippng them, as was the custom of their own 
countries, they provoked Almighty God to be angry and dis* 
pleased at them, for a plague seized upon them, by which 
they were destroyed ; and when they found no cure for their 
miseries, they learned by the oracle, that they ought to wor- 
ship Almighty God, as the method for their deliverance. So 
they sent ambassadors to the king of Assyria, and desired him 
to send them some of those priests of the Israelites, i^hom he 
bad taken captive. And when he thereupon sent them, and 
the people were by them taught the laws, and the holy wor- 
ship, of God, they worshipped him in a respectful manner, and 
the plague ceased immediately ; and indeed they continue to 
make use of the very same customs to this very time, and are 
called in the Hebrew tongue Cutheans, but in the Greek 
tongue Samaritans. And when they see the Jews in prospe- 
rity, they pretend that they are changed, and allied to them, 
and call them kinsmen, as though they were derived from Jo^ 
seph, and had by that means an original alliance with them : 
but when they see them falling into a low condition, they say 
they are no way related to them, and that the Jews have no 
right to expect any kindness or marks of kindred from them« 
but they declare that they are sojourners, that come from 
other countries. But of these we shall have a more season- 
able opportunity to discourse hereafter. 



CHAP. I. ANTIQUItlEg OF THB JEWS. 45 



BOOK X. 



^ierval of one hundred and ef'ghiy4wo 
years and an half* 



FEOM THS CAFTIVITT OF THK TEN TEIBE8 TO THE FIAST OF CYRUI. 



%»%^^%<%<^>%>%^^'»%V%%^ 



CHAP I. 



How Sennacherib made an EjppediHon against Hezekiah i 
what threatenings Rabshakeh made to Hezekiak when Sen^ 
naeherib was gone against the Egyptians g hotd Isaiah the 
Prophet encouraged him ; how Sennacherib^ having JhUed 
of success in Egypt^ returned hence to Jerusalem / and haw, 
upofh Jlndins his army destroyed^ he returned home ; and 
what befell him a little afterward. 

8 1. It was now in the fourteenth year of the government of 
Hezekiah, king of the two tribes, when the kins of Assyria, 
whose name was Sennacherib, made an expedition against 
him with a great army, and took all the cities of the tnbe of 
Judah and Benjamin by force ; and when he was ready to 
bring his army against Jerusalem, Hezekiah sent ambassadors 
to him beforehand, and promised to submit, and pay what 
tribute he should appoint. Hereupon Sennacherib, when 
he heard of what oners the ambassadors made, resolved not 
to proceed in the war, but to accept of the proposals that 
were made him : and if he might receive three hundred ta- 
lents of silver, and thirty talents of gold, he promised that he 
would depart in a friendly manner ; and he gave security 
upon oath to the ambassadors that he would then do him no 
harm, but go away as he came. So Hezekiah submitted, 
and emptied his treasures and sent the money, as supporing 
he should be freed from his enemy, and from any farther 
distress about his kingdom. Accoraingly the Assyrian king 
took it, and yet had no regard to what be had promised ; but 
while he himself went to the war against the Egyptians and 
Ethiopans, he left his^ general Rabshakeh, and two other of 
bis pnncipal commanders, with^-great forces, to destroy Jeru- 
salem. The names of the other two commanders were 
Tartan and Rabsaris. 

12. Now, as soon as they were oomje before the walls, they 
pitched their camp,"* and sent messengers to Hezekiah, and 
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desired that they might speak with him : but be did not him- 
self come out to them for fear, but he sent three of bis most 
intimate friends, the name of one was Eliakim, who was over 
the kingdom, and Shebna, and Joah the recorder. So these 
men came out, and stood over aeainst the commanders of the 
Assyrian army ; and when Rabshakeh saw them, be bid them 
go and speak to Hes^ekiab in the manner following : that 
*< Sennacherib, the great king *, desires to know of him, on 
whom it is that be relies and depends in flying from his lord, 
and will not hear him, nor admit his army into the city ? Is it 
on account of the Egyptians, and in hopes that his army would 
be beaten by them ? Whereupon he lets him know, that if this 
be what he expects, he is a foolish man, and like one who 
leans on a broken reed, while such on one will not only fall 
down, but will have his hand pierced and hurt by it That 
he ought to know, he makes tnis e;;cpeditioa against him by 
the will of God, who hath granted this favour to him, that he 
sbali overthrow the kingdom of Israel, and that in the very 
same manner he shall destroy those that are his subjects also.'* 
When Rabshakeh had made this speech in the Hebrew tongue, 
for he was skilful in that language, Eliakim was afraid lest the 
multitude that heard him should be disturbed, so he desia^. 
bim to speak in the Syrian tongue ; but the general underu 
standing what he meant, and perceiving the fear that he was 
in, he made his answer with a greater and louder voice, but 
in the Hebrew tongue : and said, that << since they all beard 
what were the king s commands, they would consult their own 
advantaffe in delivering themselves up to us ; for it is plain 
that both you and your king dissuade the people from sub- 
mitting by vun hopes, and so induce them to reust ; but if 
you be courageous, and think to drive our forces away, I am 
ready to deliver to you two thousand of these horses uiat are 
xfith me for your use, if you can set as many horsemen on 
their backs, and show your strength ; but what you have not, 
you cannot produce. Why therefore do you delay to deliver 
up yourselves to a superior force, who can take you without 
your consent ? although it will be safer for you to deliver your- 
selves up voluntarily, while a forcible capture, when you are 
heateii, must appewc more dangerous, ai^d will bring farther 
c^iamities upon you. 

3. When the people, as well as the ambassadors, hei^rd 
DKhat the Assyrian commander said, they related it to E(eze- 
kiah, who thereupon put off his royal apparel, and clothed 
jiimself with sackcloih, and took the habit of a motimer, and, 

* This title of Great King^ both in our Bibles, 8 Kings zvili. la, lesifth 
WKn. 4, and liere in ioaepb^ is the very nme tbut HevodolMS givei this 
Sennacherib, «$ Spanheim takes notice on this pjlaoe. 
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after the manner of his country, he fell upon his face, and 
besought God, and entreated him to assist them, now tber 
had no other hope of relief. He also sent some of his 
friends, and some of the priests, to the prophet Isaiah, and 
desired that he would pray to Grod, and offer sacrifices for 
their common deliverance, and so put up supplicati<Hi8 to 
him, that he would have indignation at the expectations of 
their enemies, and have mercy upon his people. And when 
the prophet had done accordingly, an oracle came from G^ 
to him, and encouraged the king and his friends that were 
about him ; and foretold, <^ that their enemies should be 
beaten withoult fighting, and should go away in an ignomini- 
ous manner, and not with that insolence which they now 
show, for that God would take care they should be destroy- 
ed.'' He also foretold, that << Sennacherib, the king of As- 
syria, should fail of his purpose against Egypt, and that, 
when he came home, he snould perish by the sword." 

4. About the same time also ttie king of Assyria wrote an 
epistle to Hesekiah, in which he said, '^ He was a foolish 
man in supposing that he should escape from being his ser- 
vant, since he had already brought under many and great 
nations : and he threatened^ that when he took him, he woukl 
•utterly destroy him, unless he now opened the gates, and 
willingly received his army into Jerusalem." When he had 
read Uiis epistle, he despised it on account of the trust that 
he had in God, but he rolled up the raistle, and laid it up 
within the temple. And as he made his farther prayers to 
God for the city, and for the preservation of all the people^ 
the prophet Isaiah said, that *< God had heard his prayer, 
and that '< he should not be * besieged at this time by the 
king of Assyria; and for the future he might be secure of 
not being at all disturbed by him ; and that the people might 
go on peaceably, and without fear, with their husbandry and 
other affairs." But after a little while^ the king of Assyria^ 
when he had failed of his treacherous designs against the 
Egyptians, returned home without success, on the foUowittg 
occasion : He spent a long time in the siege of Pelusium ; 
and when the banks that he had raised over against the walls 

* What Josephus says here, how Isaiah the prophet assured Heseldah, 
that *'*' at this time he should not be besieged by the kiag of Assyria 1 thst 
for the future he might be secure of being not at all disturbed by him ; and 
that [afterward] the people might go on peaceably aud without fear with 
their husbandry and other affairs,** is more distinct in our other copies, both 
of the Kings and of Isaiah, and deserves very great oon«iderataon. The 
words are these : ^^ This shall be a sign unto thee t ye shall eat this year sooh 
as groweth of itself ; and the second year that which springeth of the same ; 
and in the third year sow ye, and reap, and plant vine^w^s, and eat the 
fruit thereof,*' S kings, six. 20, Isa. xxxvii. 30, which aeem to me plainly 
to de«gn a iabbaHe .^emr^ a f9mr ^ JmMm nest altar it, and the taoMadliig 
■ vanal kbottin and fralM of them oa the third and foUowiag yean. 
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were of at great height, and when he was ready to make an 
ioiinediate assault upon them, but heard that Tlrhaka, king 
of the Ethiopians, was coming, and bringing great forces to 
«d the Egyptians, and w^ resolved to march through the 
desert, and so to fall directly upon the Assyrians, this king 
Sennacherib was disturbed at the news, and, as I said before, 
left Pelusium, and returned back without success* Now, 
concerning this' Sennacherib, Herodotus also says, in the 
second book of his histories, ^* How this king came against 
the Egyptian king, who was the priest of Vulcan, and that, 
88 he was besie^ng Pelusium, he broke up the siege on the 
following occasion : this Egyptian priest prayed to God, and 
Grod heard his prayer, and sent a judgment upon the Arabian 
king.'^ But in this Herodotus was mistaken, when he called 
this king, not king of the Assyrians, but of the Arabians : for 
he saith, that ^^ a multitude of mice gnawed to pieces in one 
night both the bows and the rest of the armour of the Assy- 
rians, and that it was on that account that the king, when he 
had no bows left, drew off his army from Pelusium.'^ And 
Herodotus does indeed giTe us this history ; nay, and Beror 
BUS, who wrote of the affairs of Chaldea, makes mention of 
this king Sennacherib, and that he ruled over the Assyrians, 
and that he made an expedition against all Asia and Egypt ; 
and says thus * : 

3. ^< Now when Sennacherib was returning from his 
Egyptian war to Jerusalem, he found his army under Rab- 
shaikeb, his general, in danger [by a plague, for] God had 
sent a pestilential distemper upon his army ; and on the very 
first night of the siege, an hundred four score and five thou- 
sand, with their captains and generals, were destroyed : So 
the king was in a great dread, and in a terrible agony at this 
calamity ; and being in great fear for his whole army, he fled 
with the rest of his forces to his own kingdom, and to his 
city »ineveh : And when he had abode there a little while, 
he was treacherously assaulted, and died by the hands of his 
elder sons "f , Adrammelecb and Seraser, and was slain in his 
own temple, which was called AraJce, Now these sons of 
his were driven away, oq account of the murder of their 
father, by the citizens, and went into Armenia, while Assa- 
rachoddas took the kingdom of Sennacherib/' And this 
proved to be the conclusion of this Assyrian expedition 
against the people of Jerusalem. 

* That this terrible calamity of the slaughter of the 185,000 Assyrians is 
here delivered in the words of Berosus the Chaldean, and that it was cer. 
tainly and frequently foretold by the Jewish prophets, and that it was cer- 
tainly and undeniably accomplished, see Authent. Rec. part II. page 868. 

-f We are here to take notice, that these two sons of Sennacherib, that ran 
away into Armenia^ became the heads of two famous families there, the 
Arserunii and the Chmonii, of which tee the partioular hittoriet in Motes 
ChorenentiBy p. 60. 
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CHAP. II. 

How HezekiaJi was sicky and ready to die ; and how God 
bestowed upon him Fifteen Years longer Li/e^ [and secured 
that Promise] by the going back of the Shadow Ten De- 
grees. 

g 1. Now king Hezekiah, being thus delivered, after a sur- 
prising manner, from the dread he was in, ofiered thank- 
offerings to God, with all his people, because nothing else had 
destroyed some of their enemies, and made the rest so fear- 
ful of undergoing the same fate that they departed from 
Jerusalem, but that divine assistance: yet, while he was 
very zealous and diligent about the worship of Grod, did he 
soon afterward fall into a severe distemper *, insomuch that 
the physicians despaired of him, and expected no good issue 
of his sickness, as neither did his friends ; and, besides the 
distemper itself, there was a very melancholy circumstance 
that disordered the king, which was the consideration that he 
was childless, and was going to die, and leave his house and 
his government without a successor of his own body : So he 
was troubled at the thoughts of this his condition, and la* 
mented himself, and entreated of God that he would prolong 
bis life for a little while, till he had some children, and not 
suffer him to depart this life before he was become a father. 
Hereupon God had mercy upon him, and accepted of his 
supplication^ because the trouble he was under at his sup- 
posed death was not because he was soon to leave the ad- 
vantages he enjoyed in the kingdom, nor did he on that ac- 
count pray that he might have a longer life afforded him, 
but in order to have sons, that might receive the government 
after him. And so God sent Isaiah the prophet, and com- 
manded him to inform Hezekiah, that ** witliin three days^ 
time he should get clear of his distemper, and should survive 
it fifteen years, and that h& should have children also.^ 
Now, upon the prophetVsaying this* as Gpd had commanded 
him, he could hardly believe it, both on account of the dis- 

* Josephus and all our copies place the tieknest of Hezekiah after the de^ 
■ 9inieHon of Sennacherib's army, because it appeari^'to have been after his 
Snt assault, as he was going into Anthia and Egypt, ^here he pushed his 
conquests as far as they would go^ and in order to dispatch his story altoge* 
ther ; yet does no copy but this of Josephus's say it was afier that destruction, 
but only that it happened in ihc§e dojfMy or about that time of Hezekiah's 
life. Nor will the fifteen years' prolongation of his life after his sickness 
allow that sickness to have been later than the former part of the 15th year 
of his reigh,' sin«i chronology does not allow him in all above 29 years and 
ft few-mteths,' wii«rms the first assault of Sennacherib was in the 14th year 
of Heiddah, but the destruction of Sennacherib's army wts not till his 18th 
year. . ■ 

▼OL. II. % 
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temper he was under, which was very sore, and by rcasoa 
of the surprising nature of what was told him ; so he desired 
that Isaiah would give him some sign or wonder, that he 
might believe him in what he had said, atid be sensible that 
he came from God : for things that are beyond expectation, 
and greater than our hopes, are made credible by actions of 
the like nature. And when Isaiah had asked him, What sign 
he desired to be exhibited ? he desired that he would 
make the shadow of the sun, which he had already made 
to go down ten steps [or degrees] in his house, to return 
again to the same place, and to make it as it was before *. 
And when the prophet prayed to God to exhibit this sign to 
the king, he saw what he desired to see, and was freed fi:oai 
his dbtemper, and went up to the temple, where he wor- 
shipped God, and made vows to him. 

X,. At this time it was that the dominion of the Assyrians 
was overthrown by the Medes -f ; but of these things I shall 
treat elsewhere. But the king of Babylon, whose name was 
Baladan, sent ambassadors to Hezekiah, with presents, and 
desired he would be his ally and his friend. So he received 
the ambassadors gladly, and made them a feast, and showed 
them his treasures, and his armoury, and the other wealthhe 
was possessed of, in precious stones, and in gold, and gave 
them presents to be carried to Baladan, and sent them back 
to him. Upon which the prophet Isaiah came to him, and 
inquired of him, " Whence those ambassadors came ?*' To 
which he replied, that " They came from Babylon, from the 

* As to this regress of the shadow, either upon a sun-dial or the steps of 
the royal palace built by Ahaz, whether it were physically done by the real 
miraculous revolution of the earth in its diurnal motion backward from east 
to wedt for a while, and its return again to its old natural revolution fron 
west to east, or whether it were not apparent only, and performed by an 
aerial phosphorus, which imitated the sun*s motion backward, while a dond 
hid the real sun, cannot now be determined. Philosophekv and aatronomen 
will naturally incline to the latter hypothesis. However, it must be noted 
that Josephus seems to have understood it otherwise than we generally do, 
that the shadow was accelerated as much at first forward as it was made to 
go backwa^ afterward, and so the day traa neither longer nor shortar than 
usual, which, it must be confessed, agrees best of all to astronomy, whose 
eclipses older than that time were observed at the same times of the day as 
if diis miracle had never happened. After all, this wonderful signal was 
not, it seems, peculiar to Judea, but either seen, or at least heard of, at Ba- 
bylon also, as appears by 2 Chr. zxxii. 31, where we learn that the Baby- . 
lom'an ambassadors were sent to Hezekiah, among other things, to inquirs 
qfthe wonder that was done in the land, 

t This expression of Josephus, that the Medes, upon this d^ruction of 
the Assyrian army, overthrew the Assyrian empire, seems .to b^ (OQ ^strong: 
for although they immediately cast off the Assyrian yoke, and set. up. Deiooea, 
a king of their own, yet it was some time before the Modes a^d Babylonians 
overthrew Nineveh, and some generations ere the Medes and Persians, undor 
Cyazares and Cysus, overthrew the Assyrian or Babylpmap ^empiro, and 
ook Balfvlon. ' 
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Idi^ ; and that he had showed them all he had» that by the 
*it of his riches and forces he might thereby gueap at [the 
kty he was in], and be able to inform the king of ifc.^ 
iut the prophet rejoined, and said, ^* Know thou, that^ after 
a little while, these riches of thine shall be carried away to 
Babylon, and thy posterity shall be made eunuchs there, and 
lose their manhood, and be senrants to the king of Babylon, 
for that God foretold such things would come to pass.** 
Upon which words Hezekiah was troubled, and said, that ^ he 
was himself unwilling that his nation should fall into such 
calamities, yet, since it is not possible to alter what God had 
determined, he prayed that there might be peace while he 
lived.^ Berosus also makes mention ot this Baladan^ king 
of Babylon, Now as to this prophet [Isaiah], he was by 
the CQiuession of all a divine and wonderful man in qieaking 
truth ; and out of the assurance that he had never written 
what was false, he wrote down all his prophecies, and left 
them behind him in books, that their accomplishment might 
be judged of from the events of posterity : nor did this pro- 
phet do so alone, but the others, which were twelve in num* 
oer, did the same. And whatsoever is done among us, whe» 
tbcr it be good, or whether it be bad, comes to pass accord* 
ing to their prophecies ; but of every one of these we riaU 
i^ak hereafter. 



CHAP. III. 

Jffow Manasieh reigned after Hezekiah ; and liow^ when A^ 
was in Captivity^ he returned to God^ and was restored to 
his iCingaom^ and left it to [his SonJ^ Amon. 

§ 1. When king Hezekiah had survived the interval of time, 
already mentioned, and had dwelt all' that tkiie in peace^ be 
died, having completed fifty*four years of his life, and reigned 
twenty.nine: But when his son Manasseh, whose motbts^s 
name was Hephzibah, of Jerusalem, bad taken the kingdom^ 
he departed from the conduct of his father,^ and £eU into a 
course of life quite contrary thereto, and showed himself in 
his manners most wicked in all respecta^ aod oaorilted no sovt 
of impiety, but imitated those transgressions of the Israefites^ 
by the commission of which against God they had beende» 
stsoyed ; for he was so hardy as to defile the temple of God^ 
and the city, and the whole country ; for, hj setting oat imn a 
contempt of God^ he barbarously slew all the righteous men 
that were among the Hebrews ; nor would he spare the pro* 
phets, for he every day slew some of them, till Jerusalem was 
overflown with blood. So God wasangry at these proceedings, 
and sent prophets to the king, and to the multitude, by whom 
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he threatened the very same calamities to them, which their 
brethren the Israelites, upon the like affronts offered to God, 
were now under. But these men would not believe their 
words, by which belief they might have reaped the advantage 
of escaping all those miseries ; yet did they in earnest learn 
that what the prophets had told them was true. 

2. And when they per^vered in the same, course of life, 
God raised up war against them, from the king of Babylon 
and Chaldea, who sent an array against Judea, and laid waste 
the country, and caught king Manasseh by treachery, and 
ordered him to be brought to him, and had him under his 
power to inflict what punishment he pleased upon him. 
But then it was that Manasseh perceived what a miserable 
condition he was in, and esteeming himself the cause of all, 
he besought God to render his enemy humane and merciful 
to him. Accordingly God heard his prayer, and granted 
him what he prayed for. So Manasseh was released by the 
king of Babylon, and escaped the danger he was in ; and . 
when he was come to Jerusalem, he endeavoured, if it were 
possible, to cast out of his memory those . his former sins 
against God, of which he now repented, and to apply him- 
fielf to a very religious life. He sanctified the temple, and 
purged the city, and for the remainder of his days he was 
intent on nothing but to return his thanks to God for his 
deliverance, and to preserve him propitious to him all his life 
long. He also instructed the multitude to do the same, as 
having very nearly experienced what a calamity he was fallen 
into by a contrary conduct. He also rebuilt the altar, and 
offered the legal sacrifices, as Moses commanded. And 
when he had re-established what concerned the divine wor- 
ship, as it ought to.be, he took care of the security of J«ru- ^ 
salem : he did hot only repair the old walls with great dili- 
gence, but added another wall to the former. He also built 
very lofty towers, and the garrisoned places before the city 
he strengthened, not only in other respects, but with provi- 
sions of all sorts that they wanted. And indeed, when he 
bad changed his former course, he so led his life for the time 
to come, that, from the time of his return to piety towards 
jGod, he was deemed a happy man and a pattern for imita^ 
tion : When, therefore, he had lived sixty-seven years, he 
departed this life, having reigned fifty-five years, ;and was 
buried ib his own gardens ; and the kingdom came to his son 
Amon, whose mother^s name was ifi^Au/^m^A,. of the city 
of Jotbath. 
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CHAP. IV. 

How Amon reigned instead of Manasseh ; and after Anion 

' reigned Josiah ; he was both righteous and religions. As 

also concerning Huldah the Prophetess, ' 

1. This Amon imitated those works of his father which 
le insolently did when he was young ; so he had a conspi^ 
racy made against him by his own servants, and was slain in 
his own house, when he had lived twenty-four years, and of 
them had reigned two : But the multitude punished those 
that slew Amon, and buried him with his father, and gave 
the kingdom to his son Josiah, who was eight years old. 
His mother was of the city Boscath, and her name was Je- 
didah. He was of a most excellent disposition, and natu« 
rally virtuous, and followed the actions of king David, as a 
pattern and rule to him in the whole conduct of his life. 
And, when he was twelve years old, he gave demonstrations 
of his religious and righteous behaviour; for he brought the • 
people to a sober way of living, and exhorted them to leave 
off the opinion they had of their idols, because they were 
not gods,' but to worship their own God. And by reflecting 
on the actions of his progenitors, he pruilently corrected 
what they did wrong, like a very elderly man, and like one 
abundantly able to understand what was fit to be done, and 
what he found they had well done he observed all the coun- 
try over, and imitated the same. And thus he acted, in fol- 
lowing the wisdom and sagacity of his own nature, and in 
compliance with the advice and instruction of the elders, for 
by following the laws it was that he succeeded so well in 
the order of his government, and in piety with regard to the 
divine worship. And this happened because the transgres- 
sions of the former kings were seen no more, but quite va- 
nished away ; for the king went about the city and the whole 
country, and cut down the groves* which were devoted to 
strange gods, and overthrew their altars ; and if there were 
any gifts dedicated to them by his forefathers, he made them 
Ignominious, and plucked them down, and by this means he 
brought the people back from their opinion about them to 
the worship of God. He also offered his accustomed sacri- 
flcies and burnt offerings upon the altar. Moreover, he or- 
dained certain judges and overseers, that they might order 
the matters to them severally belonging, and have regard to 
justice above all things, and distribute it with the same con- 
cern they would have about their own soul. He also sent 
over all the country, and desired such as pleased. tp bring 
gpld and silver for the repairs of the temple, according tp 
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every one^s inclinations and abilities : And when the money 
was brought in, he made one Maaseiah the governor of the 
>city, and Shaphan the scribe, and Joah the recorder, and 
£liakim the high-priest, curators of the temple and of the 
charges contributea thereto, who made no delay, nor put the 
work off at all, but prepared architects and whatsoever was 
proper for those repairs, and set closely about the work. So 
the temple was repaired by this means, and became a pub> 
lie demonstration of the king's piety. 

* 9. But when he was now in the eighteenth year of his 
reign, he sent to Eliakim the high-priest, and gave order that 
out of what money was overplus, he should cast cups, and 
dishes, and vials, for ministration [in the temple] ; and, be- 
sides, that they should bring all the gold or silver which was 
among the treasures, and expend that also in making cups 
and the like vessels. But as the high-priest was bringing out 
the gold, he lighted upon the holy books of Moses that were 
laid up in the temple ; and when he had brought them out, 
* he gave them to Shaphan the scribe, who, when he had read 
them, came to the king, and informed him that all was 
finished which he had ordered to be done« He also read 
over the books to him, who, when he had heard them read, 
rent his garment, and called for Eliakim the high-priest, and 
ibr [Shaphan] the scribe, and for certain [other] of his most 
particular fiiends, and sent them to Huldah the prophetess, 
the wife of Shallum (which Shallum was a man of dignity, 
and of an eminent family), and bid them to go to her and 
•ay, that [he desired] ** she would appease 6od, and endo^ 
vour to render him propitious to them ; for that there was 
Muse to fear lest, upon the transgression of the laws of 
Moses by their forefathers, they should be in peril of going 
into captivity, and of being cast out of their own country ; 
Jest th^ diould be in want of ail things, and so end their 
days miserably.'^ When the prophetess had heard this from 
the messengers that were sent to her by the king, she bid 
them go back to the kii^, and say, that *< God had already 

S'ven sentence against them, to destroy the people, and east 
em out of their country, and deprive them of all the hap- 
piness they enjoyed ;« which sentence none could set aside 
by any prayers of theirs, since it was passed on account 
ixt their transgressions of the laws, and of their not having 
repented in so long a time, while the prophets had exhorted 
them to amend, and had foretold the punishments that would 
ensue on their impious practices ; which threatening God 
Ivould certainly execute upon them, that they might be per- 
suaded, that be is God, and had not decdved them in any 
respect as to what he had denounced by bis prophets ; that 



CHAF. IT. ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 55 

yet, because Josiah was a righteous man, be would at present 
delay those calamities, but that, after his death, he would 
send on the multitude what miseries he had determined for 
them." 

S. So these messengers, upon this prophecy of the woman, 
came and told it to the king ; whereupon he sent to the 
people everywhere, and ordered that the priests and the 
Levites should come together to Jerusalem ; and commanded 
that those of every age should be present also : And when 
they were gathered together, he first read to them the holy 
books ; after which he stood upon a pulpit in the midst of 
the multitude, and obliged them to make a covenant with 
an oath, that they would worship God, and keep the laws of 
Moses. Accordingly they gave their assent willingly, and 
undertook to do what the king had recommended to them. 
So they immediately offered sacrifices, and that after an ac- 
ceptable manner, and besought God to be gracious and mer- 
ciful to them. He also enjoinedthe high-priest, that if there 
remained in the temple any vessel that was dedicated to 
idols, or to foreign gods, they should cast it out. So when 
a great number of such vessels were got together, he burnt 
them, and scattered their ashes abroad, and slew the priests 
of the idols, that were not of the family of Aaron. 

4. And when he had done this in Jerusalem, he came into 
the country, and utterly destroyed what buildings had been 
made thereia by king Jeroboam, in honour of strange gods ; 
and he burnt the bones of the false prophets upon that altar 
which Jeroboam first built. And as the prophet [Jadon], 
who came to Jeroboam when he was offering sacrifice, and 
when all the people heard him, foretold what would come 
to pass, viz. that ^^ a certain man of the house of David, 
Josiah by name, should do what is here mentioned.^ And 
it happened that those predictions took effect after three 
hundred and sixty-one years. 

5. After these things, Josiah went also to such other Is- 
raelites as had escaped captivity and slavery under the Assy- 
rians, and persuaded them to desist from their impious prac- 
tices, and to leave ofi^ the honours they paid to strange gods, 
but to worship rightly their own Almighty God, and adhere 
to him. He also searched the houses, and the villages, and 
the cities, out of a suspicion that somebody might have one 
idol or other in private ; nay, indeed, he took away the cha- 
riots [of the sun] that were set up in his royal palace *, which 

* It Is hard to reconcile the accoiAit in the second book of Kings, ch. 
zxiii. 11, with this account in Josephus, and to translate this passage truly 
in Josephus, whose copies are supposed to be here imperfect : however, the 
general sense of both seems to be thift, that there were certain dutriots, with 
their horses, dedicated to the idol of the sun, or to Molech, which \dol might 
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bis predecessors had framed, and what thing soever there 
was besides which they worsliipped as a god. And when he 
bad thus purged all the country, he called the people to Je- 
rusalem, and there celebrated the feast of unleavened bread, 
and that called the Passover. He also gave the people, for 
paschal sacrifices, young kids of the goats and lambs thirty 
thousand, and three thousand oxen for burnt offerings. The 
principal of the priests also gave to the priests, against the 
passover, two thousand and six hundred lambs ; the principal 
of the Levites also gave to the Levites five thousand lambs 
and five hundred oxen, by which means there was great 
plenty of sacrifices : and they offered those sacrifices accord- 
ing to the laws of Moses, while every priest explained the 
matter, and ministered to the multitude. And indeed there 
bad been no other festival thus celebrated by the Hebrews from 
the times of Samuel the prophet ; and the plenty of sacrifices 
now was the occasion that all things were performed accord- 
ing to the laws, and according to the custom of their fore- 
fathers. So when Josiah had after this lived in peace, nay, 
in riches and reputation also among all men, he ended his 
life in the manner following : 



CHAP. V. 

How Josiah Jimffht tvith Necoj King of Egypt y- and xoas 
woundedf and died in a little Time qfhrward : As^ also, 
hoTO Neco carried Jehoahaz, who had been made King, 
into Egypt^ and delivered the kingdom to Jehoiakim: 
and [lastly] concerning Jeremiah and EzeJciel. 

§ 1. Now Neco, king of Egypt, raised an army and marched 
to the river Euphrates, in order to fight with the Medesand 
Babylonians, wno had overthrown the dominion of the As- 
syrians *, for he had a desire to reign over Asia. Now when 
he was come to the city Mendes, which belonged to the 
kingdom of Josiah, he brought an army to hinder him from 
passing through his own country, in his expedition against 
the Medes. Now Neco sent a herald to Josiah, and told 
him, ** he did not make this expedition against him, but 
was making haste to Euphrates ; and desired that he would 

be cairied about in procesaion and worshipped by the people, which chariota 
were now taken away^ as Josephus says, or, as the book of kings sayB, bund 
vnthfire by JoHah, 

* This is a remarkable passage of chronology in Josephus, that about the 
latter end of the reign of Josiah, the Medes and Babylonians orerthrew the 
empire of the Assyrians ; or, in the words of Tobit*s continuator, that *^ be- 
fore Tobias died, he heard of the destniction of Nineveh, which was taken 
by Nebnchodonosor the Babylonian, ai^ Assuerus the Mede.*' Tob. ziv. 15, 
See Dean Prideaux Connexion, at the year 312. 
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not provoke him to iight against him, because he obstruct^ 
his march to the place whither he had resolved to go.'^ But 
Josiah did not admit of this advice of NeCo'*s, but put him* 
self into a posture to hinder him from his intended march. 
I suppose it was fate that pushed him on to this conduct, 
that it might take an occasion against him ; for, as he was 
setting his army in array *, and rode about in his chariot, 
from one wing of his army to another, one of the Egyptians 
shot an arrow at him, and put an end to his eagerness of 
fighting ; for, being sorely wounded, he commanded a retreat 
to be sounded for his army, and returned to Jerusalem, and 
died of that wound, and was magnificently buried in the se- 
pulchre of his fathers, when he had lived thirty-nine years, 
and of them had reigned thirty-one. But all the people 
mourned greatly for him, and lamenting and grieving on his 
account many days : and Jeremiah the prophet composed an 
elegy to lament him, which is extant to this time also "f". 
Moreover, this prophet denounced beforehand the sad cala- 
mities that were coming upon the city. He also left behind 
him in writing a description of that aestruction of our nation 
which has lately happened in our days, and the taking of 
Babylon ; nor was he the only prophet who delivered sudi 
preaictions beforehand to the multitude, but so did Ezekiel 
also, who Was the first person that wrote, and left behind 
him in writing two booKs concerning these events. Now 
these two prophets were priests by birth, but of them Jere- 
miah dwelt in Jerusalem, from the thirteenth year of the 
reign of Josiah, until the city and temple were utterly de- 
stroyed. However, as to what befell this prophet, we will 
relate it in its proper place. 

^. Upon the death of Josiah, which we have already men- 
tioned, bis son, Jehoahaz by name, took the kingdom, being 
about twenty-three years old. He reigned in Jerusalem, 
and his mother was Hamutal, of the city Libnah. He was 
an impious man, and impure in his course of life ; but as the 
king of Egypt returned from the battle, he sent for Jehoahaz 
to come to him, to the city called Hamath j;, which belongs 
to Syria ; and when he was come, he put him in bands, and 

* This battle is justly esteemed the very same that Herodotus, B. ii. sect. 
156, mentions, when he says, that '' Necao joined battle with the Syrians 
[or Jews] at Magdolum [Megiddo] and beat them,*' as Dr. Hudson here 
observes. 

-f Whether Josephus, from 2 Chron. xxxv. 26, here means the book of the 
Lamentations of Jeremiah still extant, which chiefly belongs to the destruci 
tion of Jerusalem under Nebuchadnezzar, or to any other like melanchol)r 
poem now lost, but extant in the days of Josephus, belonging peculiarly to 
Josiah, cannot now be determined. 

X Tills ancient city Hamath, which is joined with Arpad, or Aradus, and 
with Damascus, 2 Kings, <niL 34, Isa. xxzvi. 19. Jer. xlix. 28, cities of 
Syria and Pheoida, near the bordera of Judm, was also itself evidently near 
the same borders, though long agn atterly deitr^yed. 
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delivered the kingdom to a brother of his, by the father^s 
side, whose name was Eliakim, and changed his name to 
Jehoiakim, and laid a tribute upon the land of a hundred 
talents of silver, and a talent of gold, and this sum of money 
Jehoiakim paid by way of tribute ; but Ncco carried away 
Jehoahaz into Egypt, where he died whei^ he had reigned 
three months and ten days. Now Jehoiakim^s mother was 
called Zebudah, of the city Rumah. He was of a wicked 
disposition, and ready to do mischief: nor was he either re- 
ligious towards God or good-natured towards men. 
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CHAP. VI. 

How NebucJmdnezzary when he had conquered the King" of 
Egypty made an Expedition against the Jews^ and slao 
JehotaJcim^ and made Jehoiachinf his Son, King. 

§ 1. Now in the fourth year of the reign of Jehoiakim, one 
whose name was Nebuchadnezzar took the government over 
the Babylonians, who at the same time went up with a 
great army to the city Carchemish, which was at Euphrates, 
upon a resolution he had taken to fight with Neco, Icing of 
Egypt, under whom all Syria then was. And when Neco 
understood the intention of the king of Babylon, and that 
this expedition was made against him, he did not despise his 
attempt, but made haste with a great band of men to Eu- 
phrates, to defend himself from Nebuchadnezzar; and when 
they had joined battle, he was beaten, and lost many thou- 
sands [of his soldiers] in the battle. So the king of Babylon 
passed over Euphrates, and took all Syria, as far as Pelusium, 
excepting Judea. But when Nebuchadnezzar had already 
reigned four years, which was the eighth of Jehoakim^s go- 
vernment over the Hebrews, the king of Babylon made an 
expedition with mighty forces against the Jews, and required 
tribute of Jehoiakim, and threatened, upon his refusal, to 
make war against him. He was affrighted at his threatening, 
and bought his peace with money, and brought the tribute 
he was ordered to bring for three years, 

S. But on the third year, upon hearing that the king of 
the Babylonians made an expedition against the Egyptians, 
be did not pay his tribute : yet was he disappointed of his 
hope, for the Egyptians durst not fight at this time. And 
inaeed the prophet Jeremiah foretold every day how vainly 
they relied on their hopes from Egypt, and how the city 
would be overthrown by the king of Babylon, and Jehoiakim 
the king would be subdued by him, But what he thus spake 
proved to be of no advaolflige to them, because there were 
Bone that should escape f for hodi the multitude and rulers, 
when they hiktd him, li^ no concern about what they 
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heard, but, being displeased at what was said, as if the pro- 
phet were a diviner against the king, they accused Jeremiah, 
and bringing him before the court, they required that a sen- 
tence and a punishment might be given against him. Now 
all the rest gave their votes for his condemnation, but the 
elders refused, who prudently sent away the prophet from 
the court of [the prison], and persuaded the rest to do Jere- 
miah no harm .; for they said that ^^ he was not the only per- 
son who foretold what would come to the city, but that Mi- 
cah signified the same before him, as well as many others, 
none of which suffered any thing of the kings that then 
reignedi but were honoured as the prophets of God." So 
they mollified the multitude with these words, and delivered 
Jeremiah from the punishment to which he was condemned. 
Now when this prophet had written all his prophecies, and 
the people were fasting and assembled at the temple, on the 
ninth month of the fifth year of Jehoiakim, he read the book 
he bad composed of his predictions, of what was to befall 
the city, and the temple, and the multitude. And when the 
rulers heard of it, they took the book from him, and bid him 
and Baruch the scribe to go their ways, lest they should be 
discovered by one or other ; but they carried the book, and 
gave it to the king ; so he gave order, in the presence of his 
friends, that his scribe should take it and read it. When the 
king heard what it contained, he was angry, and tore it and 
cast it into the fire, where it was consumed. He also com- 
nianded that they should seek for Jeremiah and Baruch the 
scribe, and bring them to him, that they might be punished. 
However, they ^escaped his anger. 

8. Now a little time afterwards, the king of Babylon 
made an expedition against Jehoiakim, whom he received 
[into the city], and this out of fear of the foregoing predic- 
tions of this prophet, as supposing that he should suffer no- 
thing that was terrible, because he neither shut the gates nor 
fought against him ; yet, when he was come into the city, he 
did not observe the covenants he had made, but he slew such 
as were in the flower of their age, and such as were of the 

Eeatest dignity » together with their king Jehoiakim, whom 
! commanded to be thrown before the walls, without any 
burial, and made his son Jehoiachin king of the country and 
of the city : he also took the principal persons in dignity for 
captives, three thousand in number, and led them away to 
Babylon, among which was the prophet Ezekiel, who was 
then but young. And this was the end of king Jehoiakim, 
when he had lived thirty-six years, and of them reigned eleven; 
but Jehoiachin succeeded him in the kingdom, whose mo- 
ther's name wm Nehushta t she was a citizen of Jerusalem. 
He reigned three months and ten days. 



60 ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. BOOIt X. 

CHAP. VII. 

That the Jcing of Babylon repented of making Jehoiachin 
King, and took him away to Babylon, and delivered the 
Kingdom to Zedehiah. This King would not believe what 
was predicted by Jeremiah and Ezekiel, but Joined himself 
to the Egyptians, who, when they came into Jtidea, were 
vanquished by the King of Babylon : As also what beftU 
Jeremiah. 

§ 1. BtTT a terror seized on the king of Babylon, who had 
given the kingdom to Jehoiachin, and that immediately : he 
was afraid that he should bear him a grudge, because of his 
killing his father, and thereupon should make the country 
revolt from him ; wherefore he sent an army and besieged 
Jehoiachim in Jerusalem ; but, because he was of a gentle 
and just disposition, he did not desire the city endangered on 
his account, but he took his mother and kindred, and deli« 
vered them to the commanders sent by the king of Babylon, 
and accepted of their oaths, that neither should they suffer 
any harm nor the city, which agreement they did not observe 
for a single year, for the king of Babylon did not keep it, 
but gave orders to his generals to take all that were in the 
city captives, both the youth and the handicraftsmen, and 
bring them bound to him : their number was ten thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-two ; as also Jehoiachin and bis 
mother and friends : And when these were brought to him, 
he kept them in custody, and appointed Jehoiachin's uncle, 
Zedekiah, to be king, and made him take an oath that he 
would certainly keep the kingdom for him, and make no in- 
novation, nor have any league pf friendship with the Egyp- 
tians. 

2. Now Zedekiah was twenty and one years old when he 
took the government, and had the same mother with his bro- 
ther Jehoiakim, but wasa despiser of justice and of his duty; 
for truly those of the same age with him were wicked about 
him, and the whole multitude did what unjust and insolent 
things they pleased ; for which reason the prophet Jere- 
miah came often to him and protested to him, and insisted 
that ^* he must leave off his impieties and transgressions, and 
take care of what was right, and neither give ear to the rulers 
(among whom were wicked men), nor give credit to their 
false prophets, who deluded them, as if the king of Babylon 
would make no more war against him, and as if the Egyp- 
tians would make war against him and conquer him> since 
what they said was not true, and the events would not prove 
fiuch [as they, expected].^ Now as to Zedekiah himself, 
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while he heard the prophet speak he believed him, and agreed 
to every thing as true, and supposed it was for his advantage; 
but then his friends perverted him, and dissuaded him from 
what the prophet advised, and obliged him to do what they 
pleased. Ezekiel also foretold in Babylon what calamities 
were coming upon the people, which when he heard, he sent 
accounts of them unto Jerusalem ; but Zedekiah did not be- 
lieve their prophecies, for the reasons following : It hap- 
pened that the two prophets agreed with One another in what 
they said as to all other things, that the city should be taken, 
ana Zedekiah himself should be taken captive, but Ezekiel 
disagreed with him, and said that ** Zedekiah should not see 
Babylon," while Jeremiah said to him, that ** the king of 
Babylon should carry him away thither in bonds.^^ And 
because they did not both say the same thing as to this cir- 
cumstance, he disbelieved what they both appeared to agree 
in, and condemned them as not speaking truth therein, al- 
though all the things foretold him did come to pass, accord- 
ing to their prophecies, as we shall show upon a fitter op- 
j^ortunity. 

S. Now when Zedekiah preserved the league of mutual 
assistance he had made with the Babylonians, for eight years, 
he brake it, and revolted to the Egyptians, in hopes, by their 
assistance, of overcoming the Babylonians. When the king 
of Babylon knew this, he made war against him : he laid his 
country waste, and took his fortified towns, and came to the 
city Jerusalem itself to besiege it : But when the king of 
Egypt heard what circumstances Zedekiah his ally was in, he 
took a great army with him, and came into Judea, as if hie 
would raise the siege ; upon which the king of Babylon de- 

Earted from Jerusalem, and met the Egyptians, and joined 
attle with them and beat them, and when he had put them 
to flight, he pursued them and drove them out of all Syria. 
Now as soon as the king of Babylon was departed from Je- 
rusalem, the /alse prophets deceived Zedekiah, and said that 
*^ the king of Babylon would not make any more war against 
him or his people, nor remove them out of their own country 
into Babylon, and that those then in captivity would return, 
with all those vessels of the temple of which the king of 
Babylon had despoiled that temple." But Jeremiah came 
among them and prophesied what contradicted these predic- 
tions, and what proved to be true, that ** they did ill and de- 
luded the king ; that the Egyptians would be of no advantage 
to them, but that the king of Babylon would renew the war 
agdnst' Jerusalem and besiege it again, and would destroy 
the people by famine, and carry away those that remained 
into captivity, and would take away wnat they had as spoils, 
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and would carry off those riches that were in the temple ; 
nay, that besides this, he would burn it« and utterly over* 
throw the city; and that they should serve him and his posterity 
seventy years, and then the Persians and the Medes should 
put an end to their servitude, and overthrow the Babylonians, 
and that we shall be dismissed and return to this land, and 
rebuild the temple, and restore Jerusalem *.^ When Jere- 
miah said this, the greater part believed him, but the rulers 
and those that were wicked despised him, as one disordered 
in his senses. Now he had resolved to go elsewhere, to his 
own country, which was called Anathoth^ and was twenty 
furlongs distant frqm Jerusalem, and as he was going, one 
of the rulers met him, and seized upon him, and accused him 
falsely, as though he were going as a deserter to the Baby* 
lonians ; but Jeremiah said that he accused him falsely, and 
added that he was only going to his own country ; but the 
other would not believe him, but seized upon him and led 
him away to the rulers, and laid an accusation against bimi 
under whom he endured all sorts of torments and tortures, 
and was reserved to be punished ; and this was the condition 
he was in for some time, while he suffered what I have de- 
scribed unjustly. 

4. Now in the ninth year of the reisn of Zedekiah, on 
the tenth day of the tenth month, the kmg of Babylon made 
a second expedition against Jerusalem, and lay before il 
eighteen months, and besieged it with the utmost application. 
There came upon them also two of the greatest calamities al 
the same time that Jerusalem was besieged, a famine and a 
pestilential distemper, and made great havoc of them ; and 
though the prophet Jeremiah was in prison, he did not rest, 
but cried out, and proclaimed aloud, and exhorted the mul* 
titude to open their gates, and admit the king of Babylon, 
for that, if they did so, they should be preserved, and tbrar 
whole families ; but if they did not do so, they should be de- 
stroyed ; and he foretold, that if any one stayed in the city, be 
should certainly perish by one of these ways,- either be con- 
sumed by the famine, or slain by the enemy^s sword, but thai 
if he would fly to the enemy he should escape death : yet 
-did not these rulers who heard believe him, even when tbej 
were in the midst of their sore calamities, but they camd to 
the kiqg, and in their anger informed him what Jeremiah 
said, and accused him, and complained of the prophet as of 
a madman, and one that disheartened their minds, and by tke 

* Josephus says here, that Jeremiah prophesied not only of the return of 
ike Jews from the Babylonian captivity, and this under the Persianf aM 
Medes, at in our other copies, but of their rebuilding the temple, and eriln 
the city Jerusalem, which does not appear in our copies under his name. 
See the note on Antiq. B. xi. chap. i. sect. 3. 
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denunciation of miseries, weakened the alacrity of the muU 
titude, who were otherwise ready to expose themselves to 
dangers for him and for their country ; while he, in a way of 
threatening, warned them to fly to the enemy, and told them 
that certainly the city should be taken, and be utterly de^ 
stroyed. 

5. But for the king himself, he was not at all irritated 
against Jeremiah, such was his gentle and righteous dispod- 
tion ; yet, that he might not be engaged in a quarrel with 
those rulers at such a time, by opposing what they intended, 
he let them do with the prophet whatsoever they would : 
whereupon, when the king had granted them such a permis« 
sion, they presently came into the prison, and took him, and 
let him down with a cord into a pit full of mire, that he 
might be suffocated and die of himself. So he stood up to 
the neck in the mire, which was all about him, and so conti* 
nued : but there was one of the king's servants, who Was in 
esteem with him> an Ethiopian by descent, who told the king 
what a state the prophet was in, and said that his friends and 
his rulers had done evil in putting the prophet into the mire^ 
and by that means contriving against him that he should 
suffer a death more bitter than that by his bonds only. When 
the king heard this, he repented of his having delivered up 
the prophet to the rulers, and bid the Ethiopian take thirty 
men of the king'^s guards, and cords with them, and what- 
soever else they understood to be necessary for the prophets 
preservation, and to draw him up immediately. So the 
Ethiopian took the men he was ordered to take, and drew 
up the prophet out of the mire, and left him at liberty [in 
the prison]. 

6. But when the king had sent to call him privately, and 
inquired what he could say to him from God which might 
be suitable to his present circumstances, and desired him to 
inform him of it, Jeremiah • replied that ^* he had somewhat 
to say ;" but he said withal, *^ he shoukl not be believed, 
nor, if he admonished them, should he be hearkened to ; for» 
said he, thy friends have determined to destroy me, as though 
I had been guilty of some^ wickedness ; and where are now 
those men who deceived us, and said that the king of Baby- 
lon would not come and fight against us any more ? But I 
am afraid now to speak the truth, lest thou shouldst con- 
demn me to die.*"^ And when the king had assured him^ 
upon oath, that he would neither himself put him to deaths 
nor deliver him up to the rulers, he became bold upon that 
assurance that was given him, and gave him this advice, that 
*^ he should deliver the city up to the Babylonians ; and he 
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said that it was God that prophesied this by him, that [he 
must do so] if he would be preserved and escape out of the 
danger he was in, and that then neither shoula the city fall 
to the ground, nor should the temple be burned ; but that 
[if he disobeyed] he would be the cause of these miseries 
coming upon the citizens, and of the calamity that would 
befall his whole house. '^ When the king heard this, he siud 
that *^ he would willingly do what he persuaded him to, and 
what he declared would be to his advantage, but that he was 
afraid of those of his own country that had fallen away to 
the Babylonians, lest he should be accused by them to the 
king of Babylon, and be punished.'^ But the prophet en- 
couraged him, and said ^' he had no cause to fear such pu- 
nishment, for that he should not have the experience of any 
misfortune, if he would deliver all up to the Babylonians, 
neither himself, nor his children, nor his wives, and that the 
temple should then continue unhurt." So when Jeremiah 
had said this, the king let him go, and charged him <' to be- 
tray what they had resolved on to none of the citizens, nor 
to tell any of these matters to any of the rulers, if they 
should have learned that he had been sent for, and should 
inquire of him what it was that he was sent for, and what he 
had said to him ; but to pretend to them that he besought 
him that he might not be kept in bonds and in prison.'^ And 
indeed he said so to them ; for they came to the prophet, and 
asked him what advice it was that he came to give the king 
relating to them. And thus I have finished what concerns 
this matter. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

How the King of Babylon took Jerusalem and burned the 
Temple^ and removed the People of Jerusalem and Zedekiah 
to Babylon. As alsoj who they were that Jiad succeeded in 
the High Priesthood under their Kings, 

§ 1. Now the king of Babylon was very intent and earnest 
upon the siege of Jerusalem ; and he erected towers upon 
great banks of earth, and from thfem repelled those that stood 
upon the walls ; he also made a great number of such baiikg 
round about the whole city, whose height was equal to those 
walls. However, those that were within bore the siege with 
courage and alacrity ; for they were not discouraged, either 
tv the famine or by the pestilential distemper, but were of 
cheerful minds in the prosecution of the war, although those 
miseries within oppressed them also ; and they did not sufiFer 
themselves to be terrified, either by the contrivances of the 
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enemy, or by their engines of war, but contrived still differ* 
ent engines to oppose all the other withid, till indeed there 
seemed to be an entire struggle between the Babylonians and 
the people of Jerusalem, which had the greater sagacity and 
skill ; the former party supposing they should be thereby too 
hard for the other, for the destruction of the city ; the latter 
phuring their hopes of deliverance in nothing else but in per- 
severing in sucn inventions in opposition to the other, as 
might demonstrate the enemies' engines were useless to them. 
And this siege they endured for eighteen months, until they 
were destroyed by the famine, and by the darts which the 
enemy threw at them from the towers. 

St. Now the cily was taken on the ninth day of the fourth 
month, in the eleventh year of the reign of Zedekiah. They 
were indeed only generals of the king of Babylon* to whom 
Nebuchadnezzar committed the care of the siege, for he 
abode himself in the city of Riblah, The names of these 
generals who ravaged and subdued Jerusalem, if any one de- 
sire to know them, were these, Nergal Sharezer, SamgarNebo, 
Rabsaris, Sarsechim, and Rabmag. And when the city was 
taken about midnight, and the enemies' generals were enter- 
ed into the temple, and when Zedekiah was sen«ble of it, he 
took his wives and his children, and his captains and his 
friends, and with them fled out of the city, through the for- 
tified ditch, and through the desert ; and when certun of the 
deserters had informed the Babylonians of this, at break of 
day they made haste to pursue after Zedekiah, and overtook 
them not far from Jericho, and encompassed him about : but 
for those friends and captains of Zedekiah who had fled out 
of the city with him, when they saw their enemies near them, 
they left him and dispersed themselves, some one way and 
some another, and every one resolved to save himself ; so the 
enemy took Zedekiah alive, when he was deserted by all but 
a few, with his children and his wives, and brought him to 
the king. When he was come, Nebuchadnezzar began to 
*^ call him a wicked wretch, and a covenant breaker, and one 
that bad forgotten his former words when he promised to 
keep the country for him. He also reproached him for his 
ingratitude, that when he had received the kingdom from him, 
who had taken it from Jehoiachin, and given it him, he had 
made use of the power he gave him against him that gave it ; 
but, said he, God is great, who hateth that conduct of thine, 
and hath brought thee under us.^ And when he had used 
these words to Zedekiah, he commanded his sons and his 
friends to be slain, while Zedekiah and the rest of the cap* 
tains looked on, after which he put out the eyes of Zedekiah, 
and bound, him and carried him to Babylon. And these 

VOL. XI. F 
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things happened to him *, as Jeremiah and Ezekiel had fore- 
told to him» that he should be caught and brought before 
the king of Babylon, and should speak to him face to face, 
and should see his eyes with his own eyes ; and thus far did 
Jeremiah prophesy ; but he was also made blind and brduehc 
to Babylon, but did not see it, according to the prediction 
of Ezekiel. 

S. We have said thus much, because it was sufficient to 
show the nature of God to such as are ignorant of it, that it 
u various, and acts many different ways, and that all events 
happen after a regular manner, in their proper season, and 
that it foretells what must come to pass. It is also sufficient 
to show the ignorance and incredulity of men, whereby they 
are not permitted to foresee any thing that is future, and are 
not without any guard, exposed to calamities, so that it is 
impossible for them to avcnd the experience of those cala- 
mities. 

4. And after this manner have the kings of David^s race 
ended their lives, being in number twenty-one until the last 
king ; who altogether reigned five hundred and fourteen years^ 
and six months, and ten days ; of whom Saul, who was their 
first king, retmned the government twenty years, though he 
was not of the same tribe with the rest. 

5. And now it was that the king of Babylon sent Nebusa* 
radan the general of his army to Jerusalem, to pillage the 
temple, who had it also in command to bum it, anq the royal 
palace, and to la^ the city even with the ground, and to trans- 
plant the peofde into Babylon. Accordingly he came to Je- 
rusalem in the eleventh year of king Zedekiah, and pillaged 
the temple, and carried out the vessels of God, both gold and 
silver, and particularly that large laver which Solomon dedi- 
cated, as also the pilkrs of brass, and their chapiters, with 
the golden tables and the candlesticks ; and when he had car- 
ried these off, he set fire to the temple in the fifth month, the 
first day of the month, on the eleventh year of the reign of 
Zedekiah, andoirthe eighteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar: 
he also burnt the palace, and overthrew the city. Now the 
temple was burnt four hundred and' seventy years six months 
and ten days after it was built. It was then one thousand 
and sixty-two years six months and ten days, from the depar- 
ture out of Egypt ; and from the deluge to the destruction of 

* This obsenratioB of Josephu8*8 about the seeming disagreement of Jere- 
miah, ch. xziii.4. and xxiv. 3. and Ezek. xiu IS. but real agreement at 
last concerning the fate of Zedekiah, is very true and very remarkable. See 
chap. vii. sect. 2. Nor is it at all imlikely that the courtiers and false pro- 
phets might make use of this seeming contradiction to dissuade Zedekiah 
firom believing either of those prophets, as Jotephus here intimates he wm 
dissuaded thereby. 
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the temple, the whole interval was one thousand nine hundred 
fifty-sevenyears, nx months, and ten days ; but from the gene* 
ration of Adam until this befell the temple, there were three 
thousand five hundred and thirteen years, six months, and ten 
days ; so great was the number of years hitherto belonging. 
And what actions were done during those years, we have par- 
ticularly related. But the general of the Babylonian king 
now overthrew the city to the very foundations, and removed 
the people, and took for prisoners the high-priest Seraiah, 
and Zepbaniah the priest that was next to him, and the 
rulers that guarded the temple, who were three in numbery 
and the eunuch who was over the armed men, and seven 
friends of Zedekiafa, and his scribe, and sixty other rulers ; 
all which, together with the vessels which they had pillaged, 
he carried to the king of Babylon to Riblah, a cit;^ of Syrian 
So the king commanded the heads of the high-pnest and of 
the rulers to be cut off there ; but he himself led all the cap- 
tives, and Zedekiah, to Babylon. He also led Josedek the 
high-priest away bound* lie was the son of Seraiah, the 
hi^-priest whom the king of Babylon had slain in Biblah, 
a city of S3rria,~a8 we have just now related. 

6. And now, because we have enumerated the succession 
of the kings, and who they were, and how long they reigned, 
I think it necessary to set down the names of the high-priests, 
and who they were that succeeded one another in the high- 
priesthood under the kings. The first high-priest, then, at 
the temple which Solomon built, was Zadok ; after him his 
soo Achimas received that dignity ; after Achimas was Aza- 
lias ; his sou was Joram, and Joram'*s son was Isus ; after him 
was Axiomarus; his son was Phideas, Phideas's aon was 
Sudeas, and Sudeas's son was Juelus, and Juelus^s son was 
Jotham, and Jotham^s son was Urias, and Urias's son was. 
Nerias, and Neria$*s son was Odeas, and his son was Salumt- 
nus, and Salumnus's son was Eicias, and his son [was Aza- 
rias*, and his son] wasSareas, and his son wasJoaedek, who 
was carried captive to Babylon. All these received the high- 
priesthood by succession, the sons from their father. 

7. When the king was come to Babylon, he kept Zedekiah 
in prison until he died, and buried him magnificently, and de- 
dicated the vessels he had pillaged out of the temple of Jeru- 
salem to his own gods, and planted the people in the country 
of Babylon, but freed the high-priest from his bonds. 

* I have here inserted in hrackeU this high-priest Azarias, though he be 
omitted in all Josephu8*8 ^copies out of the Jewish chronicle, Sedar Olam^ of 
how little authority soever 1 generally esteem such late rabbinlGal hiiCoritos, 
because we know from Josephiis himself, that the number of the hlgh-triesta 
belonging to this interval was eighteen, Antiq. B. zx. ch. z. vol ill; whbi^ 
his e^fs have here but se\'enteen. 
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CHAP. IX. 

How Nebuxaradan set Gedaiiah over the Jews iluii were Ufi 
in Judect^ which Gedaiiah was a HtUe afterward dain by 
Ishmael; and how Johanan^ after Ishmael was drrven 
am^9 went down into Egj/pt wUh the Peoples which 
pecpk Nebuchadnezzar^ when he had made an Expedition 
against the Babylonians^ took captive, and brought them 
away to Babylon. 

§ 1. Now the general of the army, Nebuzaradan, when he 
had carried the people of the Jews into captivity, left the 
poor and those that had deserted in the country, and made 
one whose name was Gedaiiah^ the son of Ahikam, a person 
of a noble family, their governor, which Gedaiiah was of a 
gentle and righteous disposition. He also commanded them 
that they should cultivate the ground, and pay an appointed 
tribute to the king. He also took Jeremian the prophet 
out of prison, and would have persuaded him to go alone 
with him to Babylon, for that he had been enjoined by the 
king to supply him with whatsoever he wanted ; and if he 
did not like to do so, he desired him to inform him where be 
resolved to dwell, that he might signify the same to the king ; 
but the prophet had no mind to follow him, nor to dwell 
anywhere else, but would ffladly live in the ruins of his 
country, and in the miserable remains of it. When the ge- 
neral understood what his purpose was, he enjoined Geda- 
iiah, whom he left behind, to take all possible care of him, 
and to supply him with whatsoever he wanted ; so when be 
had given him rich presents, he dismissed him. Accordingly 
Jeremiah abode in a city of that country which was called 
Mispahf and desired of Nebuzaradan that he would set at 
liberty his disciple, Baruch, the son of Neriah, one of a very 
eminent family, and exceeding skilful in the language of hu 
country *. ' 

S. When Nebuzaradan had done thus, he made haste to 
Babylon : But as to those that fled away during the siege of 
Jerusalem, and had been scattered over the country, when 
they heard that the Babylonians were gone away, and had 
left a remnant in the land of Jerusalem, and those such as 
were to cultivate the same, they came together from all ' 
parts to Gedaiiah to Mispah. Now the rulers that were ' 
over them were Johanan, the son of Kareah, and Jezaniali 
and Seraiah, and others beside them. Now there was of 

* Of this character of Baruch, the ion of Neriah, and the genuineness of 
his hook that stands now in our Apocrypha, and that it i« really a canonical 
hook, and an appendix to Jeremiah, see Authent. Rec. part i. page 1— 'IK 
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the royal family one Ishmael, a wicked man and very crafty, 
who, during the siege of Jerusalem, fled to Baalis, the king 
d the Ammonites, and abode with him during that time : 
And Gedaliah persuaded them, now they were tnere, to stay 
with him> and to have no fear of the Babylonians, for that, 
if they would cultivate the country, they should sufier no 
harm. This he assured them of by oath, and said that they 
should have him for their patron, and that if any disturbance 
should arise, they should find him ready to defend them. 
He also advised them to dwell in any city, as every one of 
them pleased ; and that they would send men along with his 
own servants, and rebuild their houses upon the old founda- 
tions, and dwell there ; and he admonished them beforehand 
that they should make preparation, while the season lasted, 
of corn, and wine, and oil, that they mi^ht have whereon to 
feed during the winter. When he had thus discoursed to 
them, he dismissed them, that every one might 4well in what 
part of the country he pleased. . 

8. Now when this report was spread abroad as far as the 
nations that bordered on Judea, that Gedaliah kindly en- 
tertained those that came to him, after they had fled away, 
upon this [only] condition that they should pay tribute to 
the king of Babylon, they also came readily to Gedaliah, and 
inhabited the country. And when Johanan and the rulers 
that were with him observed the country, and the humanity 
of Gedaliah, they were exceedingly in love with him, and 
told him that Baalis, the king of the Ammonites, had sent 
Ishraael to kill him by treachery and secretly, that he might 
have the dominion over the Israelites, as being of the royal 
family ; and they said that he might deliver himself from this 
treacherous design, if he would give them leave to slay Ish- 
mael, and nobody should know it ; for they told him they 
were afraid that, when he was killed by the other, the entire 
ruin of the remaining strength of the Israelites would ensue : 
But he professed that ** he did not believe what they said, 
when they told him of such a treacherous design in a roan 
that had been well treated by him, because it was not pro- 
.bable that one who, under such a want of all things, had 
failed of nothing that was necessary for him, should be found 
to wicked and ungrateful towards his benefactor, that when 
it would be an instance of wickedness in him not to save him, 
Jhad he been treacherously assaulted by others, to endeavour, 
and that earnestly, to kill him with his own hand : that, 
iiowever, if he ought to suppose this information to be true, 
it was better for himself to be slain by the other, than to 
<lestroy a man who fled to him for refuge, and entrusted his 
own safety to him, and committed himself to his disposal. 
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4. So Jobanan and the rulers that were with him, not be- 
ing able to |)6r8adde Gedaliah, went away ; bnt after the 
interval of thirty days was over, Ishmael came agidn to 60- 
'daliah, to the oity Mispab, and ten men with him ; and 
when 'be had feasted Ishmael and those that were with him 
in a ^lendid mannef at his table, and had given them pre- 
aents, he became disdrdered in drink, while he endeavoured 
'to be very merry Irith them ; and when Ishmael saw him in 
that case, and tnat he was drowned in his cups to the degree 
:of insensibility, and fallen. asleep, he rose up . on a sudden, 
unth his ten friends, and slew Gedaliah and those that were 
^ith him at the feast ; and when he had slain them, he went 
out by niffht and slew all the Jews that were in the city, and 
those soldiers also which were left therein by the Babyloni- 
ans: but the next day four score men came out al the 
country, with presents to Gedaliah, none of them knowing 
what had befallen him ; when Ishmael saw them, he invited 
them in to Gedaliah, and .when they were come in, he shut 

^lip the court and slew them, and cast their dead bodies down 
into a certain deep pit, that they might not be seen ; but of 
these four score men Ishmael spared those that entreated 
him not to kill them till they had delivered up to him what 
riches they had concealed in the fields, consisting of thenr 

. furniture, and garments, and corn ; but he took captive the 
people that were in Mispah, with their wives and childr^, 
among whom were the daughters of king Zedekiah, whom 
Nebuzaradan, the general of the army of Babylon,' had left 
with G^aliah : And when he had done this, he came to the 
king of the Ammonites. 

5. But when Johanan and the rulers with him heard of 
what was done at Mispah by Ishmael, and of the death of 
Gedaliah, they had indignation at it, and every one of them 
took bis owQ armed men and came suddenly to fight with 
Ishmael, and overtook him at the fountain in Hebron : And 
when those that were carried away captives by Ishmael saw 
Johanan and the rulers, they were very glad, and looked 
upon them as coming to their assistance ; so they left him 
'that had carried them captives, and came over to Johanan*: 
-then Ishmael, with eight men, fled to the king of the Am- 
monites ; but Johanan took those whom he had rescued oat 
of the hands of Ishmael, and the eunuchs, and their wives 
and children, and came to a certain place called Mandra, 
and there they abode that day, for they had determined to 
remove from thence and to go into Egypt, out of fear lest 
r^e Babylonians should slay them, in case they continued in 
the country, and that out of anger at the slaughter of Geda* 
liah, who had been by them set over it for governor. 
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6. Noir #bile tfaey were under this deliberation, JohlinaB^: 
the flon of Kftreah, and the rulers that were with him^ earner 
to Jeremiah the prophet, and desired that he would pray tb/ 
God that, because they were at an utter loss about what they 
ottght to do^ he would discover it to them, and they sWar^ 
that tfaey would do whatsoever Jeremiah should say to them : 
And when the prophet said that he would be their intercessoi^ 
with Grod, it came to pass, that after ten days Grod appeared 
to hitn, and said that ^* he should inform Johanan and th^ 
other rulers, and all the people, that he would be with them 
while they continued in that country, and take care of thenif ' 
and keep them from being hurt by the Babylonians, of whom 
they were afraid; but that he would desert them if they 
went into Egypt, and, out of his wrath against them, would 
inflict the same punishments upon them which they knew 
their brethren had already endured." So when the prophet 
had informed Johanan and the people that God foretold 
these thin^, he was not believed wnen he said that God 
commanded them to continue in that country, but they ima- 
gined that he said so to eratify Baruch, his own disciple, 
and belied God, and that lie persuaded them to stay there 
that they misht be destroyed by the Bltbylpnians. Accord- 
ingly, both toe people and Johanan disobeyed the counsel, 
of God, which he gave them by the prophet, and removed' 
into Egypt, and carried Jeremiah and Baruch along with 
them. 

7. And when they were there, Grod signified to the pro- 
phet that the king of Babylon was about making an expe- 
dition against the Egyptians, and commanded him to fpretell 
to the people that Egypt should be taken, and the king of 
Babylon should slay some of them, and should take others 
captive, and bring them to Babylon ; which thines came to 
pass accordingly, for on the fifth year after the destruction 
of Jerusalem, which was the twenty-third of the reign of 
Nebuchadnezzar, he made an expedition against Celesyna^' 
and when he had possessed himself of it, he made war 
against the Ammonites and Moabites ; and when he had 
brought all these nations under subjection, he fell upon 
Egypt in order to overthrow it, and he slew the king * Uiat 
then reigned, and set up another, and he took those Jews that 
were there captives, ana led them away to Babylon. And such 
was the end of the nation of the Hebrews, as it hath been 
delivered down to us, it having twice gone beyond Euphra^ 

* Herodotus sayi, this king of Egypt [Pharaoh Hophra, or Apriei] was 
dain by the Egyptians, as Jeremiah fotetold his shrai^tor by his enemies, 
Jer. xliv. 39, 30, and that as a ngn of the destmictlon of Egypt [by Nebo^ 
chadneaszar]. Josephus says, this king was slain by Nebuchadnezzar himself. 
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t9 ; for the people of the ten tribes were carried out of Sa- 
maria bv the Assyrians, in the days of king^ Hoshea ; after 
which the people of the two tribes that remained after Jeru- 
salem was taken [were carried away] by Nebuchadnezsar, 
the king of Babylon and Chaldea. Now as to Shalroanezer, 
he removed the Israelites out of the country, and placed 
therein the nation of the Cutheans, who had formerly be* 
longed to the inner parts of Persia and Media, but were 
then called Samaritans^ by taking the name of the country 
to which they were removed ; but the king of Babylon, who 
brought out the two tribes, placed no other nation in their 
country *, by which means all Judea and Jerusalem, and the 
temple, continued to be a desert for seventy years : but the 
entire interval of time which passed from the captivity of the 
Israelites to the carrying away of the two tribes, proved to 
l)e a hundred and thirty years, ux months, and ten days. 
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CHAP. X. 

Concemitig Daniel^ and what be/itt him in Bahylon. 

§ It But now Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, took some 
of the most noble of the Jews that were children, and the 
kinsmen of Zedekiah their king, such as were remarkable for 
the beauty of their bodies and the comeliness of their coun- 
tenances, and delivered them into the hands of tutors, and to 
the improvement to be made by them. He also made some 
of them to be eunuchs, which course he took also with those 
of other nations whom he had taken in the flower of their 
age, and afforded them their diet from his own^ table, and 
had them instructed in the institutes of the country, and 
taught the learning of the Chaldeans ; and they had now ex- 
ercised themselves sufficiently in that wisdom which he had 
ordered they should apply themselves to. Now among these 
there were lour of the family of 2iedekiah, of most excellent 
disposiliofis, the one of whom was called Daniel^ another 
was called Ananias^ another Misael^ and the fourth Azariaa : 
And the king of -Babylon changed their names, and com- 
manded that they should make use of other names ; Daniel 
be called BaUaser^ Ananias Shadrach^ Misael Meshachf and 

* We Me jiere that Judea was left in a manner desolate after the capti- 
vity of the two tribes, and was not repeopled with foreign colonies, perhapA 
M an indication of Providence that the Jews were to repeople it without 
opposition themselves. I also esteem the later and present desolate condi- 
tion of the same coontry, without being peopled by foreign colonies, to be a 
like indication that the same Jews are hereafter to repeople it again them* 
idvee, at their so long expected future rettoration. 
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Azarias Abedn^o* These the king had in esteem and con- 
tinued to love, because of the very excellent temper they 
were of, and because of their application to learning and the 
progress they had made in wisdom. 

^ S* Now I)aniel and his kinsmen had resolved to use a se- 
▼ere diet, and to abstain from those kinds of food which 
came from the king's table, and entirely to forbear to eat of 
all living creatures : So he came to Ashpenaz, who was that 
eunuch * to whom the care of them was committed, and do- 
sired him to take and spend what was brought for them from 
the king, but to give them pulse and dates for their food, 
and any thing else, besides the flesh of living creatures, that 
he pl^ised ; for that their inclinations were to that sort of 
fooa, and that they despised the other. He replied that he 
was ready to serve them in what they desired, but he sus- 
pected that they would be discovered by the king, from their 
meagre bodies and the alteration of their countenances, be- 
cause it could not be avoided but their bodies and colours 
must be changed with their diet, especially while they would 
be clearly discovered by the finer appearance of the other 
children, who would fare better, and thus they should brinff 

• him into danger, and occasion him to be punished ; yet did 
they persuade Arioch, who was thus fearful, to give them 
what food they desired for ten days, by way of trial, and in 
case the habit of their bodies were not altered, to go on in 
the same way, as expecting that they should not be hurt 
thereby afterwards, but that, if he saw them look meagre and 
worse than the rest, he should reduce them to their former 
diet. Now, when it appeared that they were so fat from 
becoming worse, by the use of the food, that they grew^ 
plumper and fuller in body than the rest, insomuch that he 
thought those who fed on what came from the kiug^s table 
seemed less plump and full, while those that were with Da- 
niel looked as if they had lived in plenty and in all sorts of 
luxury, Arioch, from that time, securely took himself what 
the king sent every day from his supper, according to cus- 
tom, for the children, but gave them the fore-mentioned diet, 
while they had their souls in some measure more pure and 
less burdened, and so fitter for learning, and had their bodies 
in better tune for hard labour ; for they neither had the former 
oppressed and heavy with variety of meats, nor were the 

* That Daniel was made one of those eunnchs of which Isaiah proph^ 
flied, Isa. xzziz. 7^ and the three children his companions also, seems to me 
plain, both here in Josephus and in our copies of Daniel, Dan. i. 3, 6, 7— - 
11, 18, although it must be |[^anted, that some married persons, that had 
children, were sometimes called eunuchs^ in a general acceptation for eoar. 
tiers, on account that so many of the andent courtiers were real eunuehi» 
^ee Gen. xxziz. 1. 
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other efic^inate on the same account ; so they readily on- 
derstckxl all the learning that was among the j^^brews and 
among the Chaldeans, as especially did Daniel, who, being 
already sufficiently skilful in wisdom, was very busy about 
the interpretation of dreams ; and Goi) manifested himself 
to him. 

S. Now, two years after the destruction of Egypt, king 
Nebuchadnezzar saw a wonderful dream, the accomplish- 
ment of which God showed him in his sleep, but when he 
arose out of his bed he forgot the accomplishment : so he 
sent for the Chaldeans and magicians, and prophets, and told 
them that he had seen a dream, and informed thei^ that he 
had forgotten the accomplishment of what he had seen, and 
he enjoined them to tell iiim both what the dream was, and 
what was its signification ; and they said that this was a 
thing impossible to be discovered by men, but they promised 
him that, if he would explain to them what dream he had 
seen, they would tell him its signification. Hereupon he 
threatenea to put them to death, unless they told him his 
dream ; and he gave command to have them all put to deatbf 
since they confessed they could not do what they were com^ 
tnanded to do. Now when Daniel heard that the king had 
given a command that all the wise men should be put to 
death, and that among them himself and his three kinsmeti 
were in danger, he went to Arioch, who was captain of the 
king's guards, and desired to know of him what was the rea- 
son why the king had given command that all the wise men, 
and Chaldeans, and magicians, should be slain. So when he 
had learned that the king had had a dream and had forgotten 
it, and that, when they were enjoined to inform the king of 
it, they had said they could not do it, and had thereby pro^. 
Voked him to anger, he desired of Arioch that he would go 
in to the king, and desire respite for the magicians for one 
night, and to put ofi^ their slaughter so long, for that he 
hoped within that time to obtain, by prayer to God, the 
knowledge of the dream. Accordingly Arioch informed the 
king of what Daniel desired. So the king bid them delay 
the slaughter of the magicians till he knew what Daniel's 
promise would come to ; but the young man retired to his 
own house with his kinsmen, and besought God that whole 
night to discover the dream, and thereby deliver the magicians 
and Chaldeims, with whom they were themselves to perish, 
from the king's anger, by enabling him to declare his vision, 
and to make manifest what the king had seen the night be- 
fore in his sleep, but had forgotten it. Accordingly^ God, 
out of pity to those that were in danger, and out of regard 
to the wisdom of Daniel, made known to him the dream and 



CHAP. i. AimQUITlES OF IBk Jfe#8. 7g 

its interpMatioii, that so tbe kiti^ might ubderstand by him 
its signification also. When Daniel had obtained this know- 
ledge from God, he arosie very joyful, and told it his brethren, 
and made them glad, and to hope well that they should now 
preserve thdr lives, of which they despaired b^ore, and had 
their minds full of nothing but the thoughts of dying. So 
when he had with them returned thanks to God, who had 
commiserated their youth, when it was day he came to Ari- 
och, and desired him to bring him to the king, because he 
would discover to him that dream which he had seen the 
night before. 

4. When Daniel was come in to the king, he excused 
himself first, that ** he did not pretend to be wiser than the 
other Chaldeans and magicians, when, upon their entire ina- 
Ulity to discover his dream, he was unaertaking to inform 
him of it, for this was not by his own skill, or on account of his 
having better cultivated his understanding than the rebt ; but 
he said, God hath had pity upon us, when we were in dan- 
ger of death, and when I prayed for the life of myself and 
of those of my own nation, hath made manifest to me both 
ttie drelEmi and the interpretation thereof ; for I was no less 
concerned for thy glory than for the sorrow that we were by 
thee condemned to die, while thou didst so unjustly com- 
mand men, both good and excellent in themselves, to be put 
to death, when thou enjoinedst them to do what was entirely 
above the reach of human wisdom, and requiredst of them 
what was only the work of God. Wherefore, as thou in thy 
sleep was solicitous concerning those that should succeed 
thee in the government of the whole world, God was deffl^ 
rous to shew thee all those that should reign after thee, and 
to that end exhibited to thee the following dream : Thou 
seemedst to see a great image standing before thee, the head 
of which proved to be of gold, the shoulders and arms of 
silver, and the belly and the thighs of brass, but the legs and 
the feet of iron ; after which thou sawest a stone broken off 
from a mountain, which fell upon the image and threw it 
down, and brake it to pieces, and did not permit any part of 
it to remain whole, but the gold, the silver, the iron, and the 
brass, became smaller than meal, which, upon the blast of 
a violent wind, was by force carried away and scattered 
abroad, but the stone did increase to such a degree, that the 
whole earth seemed to be filled therewith. This is the dream 
which thou sawest, and its interpretation is as follows : The 
head of gold denotes thee and the kings of Babylon that 
have been before thee *, but the two hands and arms sLapify 
this, that your government shall be dissolved by two kin^ ; 
but another king that dudl come from the west, armed with 
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brais, shall destroy that government ; and another govern- 
ment, that shall be like unto iron, shall put an end to the 
power of the former, and shall have dominion over all the 
earth, on account of the nature of iron, which is stronger 
than that of gold, of silver, and of brass.^ Daniel did also 
declare the meaning of the stone to the king ; but I do not 
think proper to relate it *, since I have only undertaken to 
describe things past or things present, but not things that are 
future ; yet if any one be so very desirous of knowing truth 
as not to wave such points of curiosity, and cannot curb his 
inclination for understanding the uncertainties of futurity, 
and whether they will happen or not, let him be diligent m 
reading the booK of Daniel, which he will find among the 
sacred writings. 

5. When Nebuchadnezzar heard this, and recollected hb 
dream, he was astonished at the nature of Daniel, and fell 
upon his face, and saluted Daniel in the manner that men 
worship God, and gave command that he should be sacri* 
ficed to as a god. And this was not all, for he also imposed 
the name of nis own god upon him [Baltasar], and made 
him and his kinsmen rulers of his whole kingdom ; which 
kinsmen of his happened to fall into great Sanger by the 
envy and malice [of their enemies] ; for they omnded the 
king upon the occasion following : He made an image of 

fold, whose height was sixty cubits, and its breadth six cu- 
its, and set it m the great plain of Babylon ; and when be 
was going to dedicate the image, he invited the principal 
men out of all the eartli that was under his dominions, and 
commanded them, in the first place, that when they should 
hear the sound of the trumpet, they should then fall down 
and worship the image ; and he threatened that those who 
did not do so should be cast into the fiery furnace. When, 
therefore, all the rest, upon the hearing of the sound of the 
trumpet, worshipped the image, they relate that DaniePs kins- 
men did not do it, because they would not transgress the 
laws of their country : so these men were convicted and cast 
immediately into the fire, but were saved by divine provi- 
dence, and after a surprising maimer escaped death, for the 
fire did not touch them ; and I suppose that it touched them 
not, as if It reasoned with itself that they were cast into it 

* Of this remarkable passage in Josephus concerning the tUme cut eni qf 
ih$ mountain^ and detiroifing the image, which he would not explain, bi^t in- 
timated to be a prophecy of futurity, and probably not Kafe for him to ex. 
plain, as belonging to the destruction of the Roman empire by Jesus Christ, 
the true Messiah of the Jews, take the words of Havercamp, chap. x. § 4. 
** Nor is this to be wondered at, that he would not now meddle with things 
futore, for he had no mind to provoke the Romans, by speaking of the de^ 
stniction of that city, which they called the eternal cii|y." 
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without any fault of theirs, and that therefore it was too 
weak to bum the young men when they were in it. This 
was done by the power of Grod, who made their bodies so 
far superior to the fire, that it could not consume them. 
This it was which recommended them to the king as righte- 
ous men and men beloved of God ; on which account they 
continued in great esteem with him. 

6. A little time after this the king saw in his sleep again ano* 
ther vision, how he should fall from his dominion and feed 
among the wild beasts, and that, when he had lived in this 
manner in the desert for seven years *, he should recover his 
dominion again. , When he had seen this dream, he called 
the ma^cians together again, and inquired of them about it, 
and desired them to tell him what it signified ; but when 
none of them could find out the meaning of the dream, nor 
discover it to the king, Daniel was the only person that ex- 

Elained it ; and as he foretold,, so it came to pass ; for after 
e had continued in the wilderness the fore-mentioned inter- 
val of time, while no one durst attempt to seize his kingdom 
during those seven years, he prayed to God that he might 
recover his kingdom, and he returned to it. But let no one 
blame me for writing down every thing of this nature, as I 
find it in our ancient books ; for as to that matter, I have 
plainly assured those that think me defective in any such 
point, or complain of my management, and have tolci them, 
in the beginning of this history, that I intend to do no more 
than translate the Hebrew books into the Greek language, 
and promised them to explain those facts, without adding 
any thing to them of my own, or taking any thing away from 
them. 

* Since Josepbus here explaini the 9even prophetic Itmet which were to 
pM> over NebochsdneBar, Dan. ir. 16, to be teven ffmurM^ we thenoe leem 
bow be moet probably must bare understood those other parallel phrases, of 
Hmey Umes, and a half^ Antiq. B. vii. ch. xxr. rol. i. of so many pro- 
phetic yean also, though he withal lets us know, by bis hint at the interpro- 
tadon of the atveiU^ fMdfit, as belonging to the fourth monarchy, and the 
destruction of Jerunlem by the Romans in the days of Josepbus, di. ii. g 7^ 
that he did not think those years to be bare yeart,^ but rather days for years $ 
by which reckoning, and by which alone, could 70 weeks, or 400 days, readi 
to the age of Josepbus. But as to the truth of those seven years* banishment 
oi NebuchadneBar from men, and bis living so long among the beasts, the 
very small remains we have any whero else of this Nebuchadnezaar prevent 
our expectation of any other fUll account of it. So iRsr we know by Pto- 
lemy*s canon, a contemporary record, as well as by Josepbus presently, that 
he reigned in all 43 years, that is, eight years after we meet with auy ac- 
count of his actions, one of the last of which was the 13 years* siege of Tyre, 
Antiq. B. zL chap. zi. whero yet the Old Jjatin was but throe years and ten 
months, yet wero his actions beforo so remarkable, both in sacred and profai^ 
authors, that such a vacuity of eight years at the least, at the latter end of 
his roign, must be lUlowed to agree very well with DaniePs accounts, that 
after a seven years* brutal life he might return to Ids reason, and to the ex- 
ercise of his royal authority, for one whole year at least beforo his death. 
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CHAP. XI. 

I 

Concerning Nebuchadnezzar and his Successors ; and how 
their Government was dissolved by the Persians ; and what 
Things befbll Daniel in Media, and what Prophecies he 
delivered Acre. 

§ 1. Now when king Nebuchadnezzar had reigned forty- 
three years *, he ended his life. He was an active man, and 
more fortunate than the kings that were before him. Now 
Berosus makes mention of his actions in the third book of 
bis Chaldaic history, where he says thus : << When his father 
Nebuchodonosor [Nabopollassar] heard that the governor 
whom he had set over Egypt and the places about Celesy- 
ria and Phcenicia had revolted from him, while he was not 
bimself able any longer to undergo the hardships [of war], be 
committed to his son Nebuchadnezzar, who was still but a 
youth, some parts of his army, and sent them against them. 
So when Nebuchadnezzar had given battle and fought with 
the rebel, he beat him, and reduced the country from under 
his subjection, and made it a branch of his own kingdom : 
but about this time it happened, that his father Nebuchodo* 
nosor [Nabopollassar] fell ill, and ended his life in the city 
of Babylon, when he had reigned twenty-one years "f- ; and 
when he was made sennble, as he was in a little time, that 
his father Nebuchodonosor [Nabopollassar] was dead, and 
having settled the aiFairs of Egypt and the other countries, 
as also those that concerned the captive Jews and Phoeni- 
cians and Syrians, and those of the Egyptian nations, and 
having committed the conveyance of them to Babylon to 
certain of his friends, together with the gross of his army, 
and the rest of their ammunition and provisions, he went 
himself hastily, accompanied with a few others, over the 
desert, and came to Babylon. So he took upon him tb^ 
management of public afihirs and of the kingdom, which bad 
been kept for him by one that was the principal of the 

* Theie 43 yean for the juration of the reign of Nebuchadneszar are^ 
as I have just now observed, the very same number in Ptolemy's canon. 
Moses Chorenensis does also confirm this captivity of the Jews under Nebu- 
chadnezzar ; and adds, what is very remarkable, that one of those Jews that 
were carried by him into captivity got away into Armenia, and raised the 
great family of the Bagraditce there. 

•f- These 21 years here ascribed to one named Nabotikusar in the first book 
against Apion, or to Nabopollassar, the father of the great Nebuchadneznr, 
are also the very same with those given him in Ptolemy's canon. And note 
here, that what Dr. Prideaux says, at the year 612, that Nebuchadnenar 
must have been a common name of other kings of Babylon, besides the great 
Nebuchadnezzar ^imself, is a groundless mistake of some modem chronohi- 
gers only, and destitute of all proper original authority. 
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Chaldeans, and he received the entire doBiinions ot his father, 
and appointed that when the captives came they should be 
placed as colonies, in the most prape^ places of Babylonia ; 
but then he adorned the temple of Belus, and the rest of the 
temples, in a magnificent manner, with the spoils he bad 
taken in the war. He also added another city to that which 
was there of old, and rebuilt it, that such as would besiege it 
hereafter might no more turn the course of the river, and 
thereby attack the city itself: he therefore built three walls 
round about the inner city, and three others about that which 
was the outer, and this he did with burnt brick. And after 
he had, after a becoming manner, walled the city, and adorned 
its gates gloriously, he built another palace before his father^s 

Ealaoe, but so that they joined to it, to describe whose vast 
eight and immense riches it would perhaps be too much 
for me to attempt, yet, as large and lofty as they were, they 
were completed in fifteen days*. He also erected elevated 
places for walking, of stone, and made it resemble moun- 
tains, and built it so that it might be planted with all sorts 
of trees. He also erected what was called a pensile para- 
dise, because his wife was desirous to have things like her 
own country, she having been bred up in the palaces of 
Media.'^ Megasthenes also, in his fourth book of his accounts 
of India, makes mention of these things, and thereby endea^ 
vours to shew that this kine [Nebuchadnezzar] exceeded 
Hercules in fortitude and in the greatness of his actions, for 
he saith, ^^ that he conquered a great part of Libya and Ibe- 
ria*" Diocles also, in the second book of his accounts of 
Persia, mentions this king ; as does Philostrates, in his ac- 
counts both of India and of Phoenicia, say that ** this king be- 
sieged Tyre thirteen years, while, at the same time, Ethbaal 
reigned at Tyre.^ These are all the histories that I have 
met with concerning this king. 

S. But now, after the death of Nebuchadnezzar, Evil- 
Merodach, his son, succeeded in the kingdom, who immedi- 
ately set Jeconiah at liberty, and esteemed him among his 
most intimate friends. He also gave him many presents, 
and made him honourable above the rest of the kings that 



* Th^^/l0m days for finUhing such vast buildisgB at Babybn, in 
phu8*s copy of Berovos, would seem too absurd to be supposed to be the tma 
number, were it not for the same testimony extant also in the first book 
against Apion, sect. 19, toL iv. with the same number. It thence indeed upm 
pears, that Josephus*s copy of Berosus had this small number, but that it b 
the true number I still doubt. Josephus assures us, that the walls of so mudi 
a smaller dty as Jerusalem were two years and four months in building by 
Nehemiah, who yet hastened the work all he could, Antiq. B. zi. chap, t* 
sect. 8. I should think 116 days, or a year and 15 days, much more pmpor- 
tionable to lo great a work. 
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were in Babylon, for bis fatber bad not kept bis faitb with 
Jeconiab, wben be voluntarily delivered up bimself to bim, 
witb bis wives and cbildren, and bis whole kindred, for the 
sake of bis country, tbat it niigbt not be taken by siege and 
utterly destroyed, as we said before. Wben Evil-Merodach 
was dead, after a reign of eighteen years, Niglissar, bis son* 
took tbe government, and retained it forty years, and tben 
ended bis life: and after bim tbe succession in tbe kingdom 
came to bis son, Labosordacus, wbo continued in it m all 
but nine months ; and wben be was dead, it came to Balta- 
sar, wbo by the Babylonians was called Naboandelus * : 
against bim did Cyrus tbe king of Perua, and Darius tbe 
king of Media, make war ; and when be was besieged in 
Babylon, there happened a wonderful and prodigious vision. 
He was sat down at supper in a large room, and there were 
a great many vessels or silver, such as were made for royal 
entertainments, and be had witb him bis concubines and bis 
friends ; whereupon he came to a resolution, and commanded 
that those vessels of God which Nebudiadnezzar had plun- 
dered out of Jerusalem, and bad not made use of, but bad 
put them in his own temple, should be brought out of tbat 
temple. He also grew so haughty as to proceed to use 
them in the midst of his cups, drinking out of them, and 
blaspheming against Gtxl. In the mean time, be saw an 
hand proceed out of the wall, and writing upon tbe wall 
certain syllables ; at which sight being disturbed, he called 
the magicians and Chaldeans together, and all that sort of 
men that are among these barbarians, and were able to inter- 
pret signs and dreams, that they might explain the writing to 
him. But when the magicians said they could discover no* 
thing, nor did understand it, the king was in great disorder 
of mind, and under great trouble *at this surprising accident ; 
so he caused it to be proclaimed through all the country, 

* It ii here remarkable, that Jo8e[^iis, without the knowledge <^ Ptole- 
my*! canon, should call the same king, whom he himself here, Bar. i. 11, and 
Dan. y. 1, 2, 9, 12, 29, 30, styles Beltaxar or BeUhoMxar, from the Baby. 
Ionian god Bel, Naboandeltu also ; and in the first book against Apion, sect. 
19, voL ir. from the same citation out of Berosus, NaJbtnmedmi^ from the 
Babylonian god Nabo or Nebo. This last is not remote from the original 
pronunciation itself in Ptolemy*s canon, Nabonadkuty for both the place of 
this king in that canon, as the last of the Assyrian or Babylonian kings, and 
the number of years of his reign, seventeen, the same in both, demonstrate 
that it is one and the same king that is meant by them all. It is also worth 
noting, that Josephus knew that Darius, the partner of Cynis, was the son 
of Astyaget, and was called by another name among the Greeks, though it 

the best 




spre- 

. -. - - . ^ ■ after 

the hand-writing on the wall that Bel tazar was slain, does noi so well agreti 
with our copies of Daniel, wliicli say it h-us the same nighty Dan. r. 30. 
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and promMed that to him who could explain the writinff, and 
give the aiffnification couched therein, he would give liim a 
golden chain for his neck, and leave to wear a purple gai^ 
ment, as did Uie kings of Chaldea, and would bestow on him 
the third part of his own dominions. When this proclama- 
tion was made, the magicians ran together more earnestlvy 
and were very ambitious to find out Uie imporunce of the 
writing, but siill hesitated about it as much as before. Now 
when the king's grandmother * saw him cast down at this ac- 
cident, she b^^ to encourage him, and to say that *< there 
was a certain captive who came from Judea, a Jew by birth, 
but brought away thence by Nebuchadnezzar when he had 
destroyed Jerusalem, whose name was Daniel, a wise man, 
and one of great sagacity in finding out what was imposable 
for others to discover, and what was known to Goa alone^ 
who brought to light and answered such questions to Nebu- 
chadnezzar as no one else was able to answer, when they were 
consulted. She therefore desired that he would send for 
him, and inquire of him concerning the writing, and to con- 
demn the unskilfulness of those that could not find their 
meaninff, and this, although what God signified thereby 
should be of a melancholy nature. 

8. When Baltasar heard this, he called for Daniel ; and 
when he had discoursed to him what he had learned con- 
cerning him and his wisdom, and how a divine spirit was 
with him, and that he alone was fully capable of finding out 
what others would never have thought of, desired him to 
declare of him what this writing meant ; that if he did so, he 
would give him leave to wear purple, and to put a chain of 
gold about his neck, and would bestow on him the third part 
of his dominion, as an honorary reward for h» wisdom, that 
thereby he might become illustrious to those who saw him« 
and who inquired upon what occanon he obtained such ho- 
nours. But Daniel desired that *^ he would keep his gifts 
to himself; for what is the effect of wisdom and of divine 
revelation admits of no gifts, and bestows its advantages on 
petitioners freely ; but that still he would explain the writing 
to him, which denoted that he should soon die ; and this 
because he had not learned to honour God, and not to ad- 
mit things above human nature, by what punishments his 
prosenitor had undergone for the injuries he had offered to 
God, and because he had quite forgotten how Nebucbadnez- 

* This grmndmother or mother of Baltasar, the queen^otrager of Balr)r]on 
(for the ii distingaiahed from hit queea. Pan. ▼. 10, XS), teemt to have been 
the famooa Nitoorit, who fortiaedl Billon againtt the Medet and Peruana, 
and in all prohahiUty governed nnder Baltatar, who taemt to be a weak and 
effeminate prince. 

VOL. II. a 
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Bar was removed to feed among wild beasts, for his impietiea, 
and did not recover his former life among men and his king- 
dom, but upon God^s mercy to him, after many supplications 
and prayers, who did thereupon praise God all tne days of 
•his life, as one of almighty power, and who takes care of man- 
kind.. [He also put bim in mind] how he had greatly bias- 
phemed against God, and had made use of his vessels amongst 
nis concubines : that therefore God saw this and was angry 
with him, and declared by this writing beforehand, what a sad 
conclusion of his life he should come to. And he explained 
the writing ihu&.-^MANEH. This, if it be expounded in 
the Greek language, may signify a Number, because God 
.hath numbered so long a time for thy life and for thy go- 
vernment, and that there jemains but a small portion. THE^ 
KEL. This signifies a Wei^t^ and means that Gxxl hath 
weighed thy kingdom in a balance, and finds it going down 
already. PHARES. This also in the Greek tongue de- 
notes a Fragment; God will therefore break thy kingdom 
-in pieces, and <livide it among the Medes and Persians."" 

4. When Daniel had told the king that the writing upon 
the wall signified these events, Baltasar was in great sorrow 
and afl^iction, as was to be expected, when the interpretation 
was so heavy upon him. However, he did not refuse what 
he had promised Daniel, although he were become a fore« 
teller of his misfortunes to him, but bestowed it all upon him ; 
as reasoning thus, that what he was to reward was peculiar 
to himself and to fate, and did not belong to the prophet ; 
but that it was the part of a good and just man to give what 
he had promised, although the events were of a melancholy 
nature. Accordingly the king determined so to do. Now, 
after a little while, both himself and the city were taken by 
Cyrus, the king of Persia, who fought against him : tor it 
was Baltasar under whom Babylon was taken, when he had 
r^gned seventeen years. And this is the end of the posterity 
of king Nebuchadnezzar, as history informs us ; but when 
Babylon was taken by Darius, and when he, with his kins- 
man Cyrus, had put an end to the dominion of the Babylo- 
nians, he was sixty-two years old. He was the son of As- 
tyages, and had another name among the Greeks. More- 
over, he took Daniel the prophet, and carried him with him 
into Media, and honoured hun very greatly, and kept him 
with him ; for he was one of the three presidents whom be 
set over his three hundred and sixty provinces, for into so 
many did Darius part them. 

. 5. Howeveri while Daniel was in. so great dignity, tmd in 
-so great favour with Darius, and was alone intrusted with 
every thing by bim, as having somewhat divine in him^ be 
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wai envi^ by the rest ; for those that see others in greater ho- 
nour than themselves with kings envy them ; x^nd when those 
that were grieved at the great favour Daniel was in with Darius^ 
sought for an occasion against him, he afforded them no oc- 
casion at all ; for he was above all the temptations of money, 
and despised bribery, and esteemed it a very base thing to 
take any thing by way of reward ; even when it might be 
justly given him, he afforded those that envied him not the 
least handle for an accusation. So when they could find 
nothing for which they might calumniate him to the king, 
nothing that was shameful or reproachful, and thereby de- 
prive him of the honour he was in with him, they sought for 
some other method whereby they might destroy him. When 
therefore they saw that Daniel prayed to God three times a 
day, they thought they had gotten an occasion by which they 
might ruin him ; so they came to Darius, and told him, that 
<* the princes and governors had thought proper to allow the 
multitude a relaxation for thirty days, that no one might offer 
a petition or prayer eilhcr to himself or the gods, but that 
be who shall transgress this decree shall be cast into the den 
of lions, and there perish.*^ 

6. Whereupon the king, not being acquainted with their 
wicked design, nor suspecting that it was a contrivance of 
theirs against Daniel, said, be was pleased with this decree 
of theirs, and he promised to confirm what they desired ; he 
also published an edict to promulgate to the people that 
decree which the princes had made. Accordingly, all the 
rest took care not to transgress these injunctions, and rested 
in quiet ; but Daniel had no regard to them, but as he was 
wont, he stood and prayed to God in the sight of them all ; 
but the princes having met with the« occasion they so ear- 
nestly sought to find against Daniel, came presenUy to the 
king, and accused* him, that Daniel was the only person that 
transgressed the decree, while not one of the rest durst pray 
to their gods. This discovery they made,, not because of 
his impiety, but because they had watched him, "and ob- 
served him out of envy ; for supposing that Darius did thus 
out of a greater kindness to him than they expected, and 
that he was ready to grant him pardon for this contempt of 
bis injunction, and envying this very pardon to Daniel, they 
did not become more favourable to him, but desired he might 
be cast into the den of lions, according to the law. So Da<* 
rius, hoping that God would deliver him, and that he would 
undergo nothing that was terrible by the wild beasts, bid him 
bear this accident cheerfully ; and when he was cast into the 
den, he put his seal to the stone that lay upon thC' mouth of 
the den, and went his way ; but he passed all the night with- 

G 2 
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out food and without sleq>, being in great distress for Danid ; 
but when it was day, be got up, and came to the den, and 
found the seal entire, which be had left the stone sealed 
withal ; he also opened the seal, and cried out, and called 
to Daniel, and asked him if he were alive. And as soon as 
be heard the king's voice, and said that he had suffered no 
harm, the king gave order that be should he drawn up out 
of the den. Now when his enemies saw that Daniet bad 
suffered nothing which was terrible, they would not own that 
be was preserved by. God, and by his providence ; but they 
said that the lions had been filled full with food, and on that 
account it was, as they supposed, that the lions would not 
touch Daniel, nor come to him ; and this they alleged to the 
king. But the king, out of an abhorrence of their wickd- 
ness, gave order that they should throw in a great deal of 
flesh to the lions ; and when they had filled themselves, he 
gave farther order that DanieFs enemies should be cast into 
the den, that he might learn whether the lions, now they 
were full, would touch them or not. And it appeared plain 
to Darius, after the princes had been cast to the wild beasts, 
that it was God who preserved Daniel *, for the lions had 
spared none of them, but tore them all to pieces, as if they 
had been very hungry and wanted food. I suppose, there- 
fore, it was not their hunger, which had been a little before 
satisiSed with abundance of flesh, but the wickednessiof these 
men, that provoked them [to destroy the princes] ; for if it 
so please God, that wickedness might, by even those irra- 
tional creatures, be esteemed a plain foundation for thdr 
punishment. 

7. When, therefore, those that had intended thus to destroy 
Daniel by treachery, were themselves destroyed, king Darius 
sent [letters] over all the country, and praised that God 
whom Daniel worshipped, and said, that ** he was the onlj 
true God, and had all power.*^ He had also Daniel in very 
great esteem, and made him the principal of his friends. Now 
when Daniel was become so illustrious and famous, on ac- 
count of the opinion men had that he was beloved of God, 
be built a tower at Eksbatana, in Media ; it was a most eie- 
gant building, and wonderfully made, and it is still remainii^ 
and preserved to this day ; and to such as see it, it appears 



* It is no way improbable tbat DaniePs enemies might suggest this 
son to the king, why the lions did not meddle with him, and that ihejiadAt 
suspect the king*s kindness to Daniel had procured these lions to be so fiUad 
beforehand, and that thence it was that he encouraged Daniel to submit 
to this experiment, in hopes of coming off safe ; and ihat this was the tnia 
reason of making so terrible an experiment upon those his enemies, and all 
their families, Dan. ri. 24, though our other oopies do not directly take 
ties of it. 
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to have beeii lately built, and to have been no older than 
that very day ; when any one looks upon it, it is so fresh, 
flourishing, and beautiful, and no way grown old in so long 
time * ; for buildings suffer the same as men do, they grow 
old as well as they, and by numbers of years their strength 
is dissolved, and their beauty withered. Now they bury the 
kings of Media, of Persia, and Farthia, in this tower, to this 
day ; and he who was intrusted with the care of it was a 
Jewish priest, which thing is also observed to this day. But 
it is fit to give an account of what this man did, which is 
most admirable to hear ; for he was so happy as to have 
strange revelations made to him, and those as to one of the 
ereatest of the prophets, insomuch, that while he was alive, 
he had the esteem and applause both of the kings and of the 
multitude ; and now he is dead, he retains a remembrance 
that will never fiul, for the several books that he wrote and 
left behind him, are still read by us till this time ; and from 
them we believe that Daniel conversed with God ; for he did 
not only prophesy of future events, as did the other prophets, 
but he also cietermined the time of their accomplishment : 
and while the prophets used to foretell misfortunes, and on 
that account were disagreeable both to the kings and to the 
multitude, Daniel was to them a prophet of good things, and 
this to such a degree, that, by the agreeab^ nature of his 
predictions, he procured the good will of all men, and, by 
the accomplishment of them, he procured the belief of th^r 
truth, and the opinion of [a sort of] divinitv for himself, 
among the multitude. He also wrote and left behind him 
what made manifest the accuracy and undeniable veracity of 
his predictions; for he saith, that *^ when he was in Susa, the 
metropolis of Persia, and went out. into the field with his 
companions, there was, on the sudden, a motion and concus- 
sion of the earth, and that he was left alone by himself, his 
friends flying away from him, and that he was disturbed, and 
fell on his face and on his two hands, and that a certain per* 
son touched him, and, at the same time, bid him rise, and 
see what would befall his countrymen after many genera* ^ 
tions. He also related, that when he stood up, he was 
shown a great ram, with many horns growing out of his 
head, and that the last was higher than the rest; that after this 

* What Jotephut here isyg, that the stones of the sepuldhres of the kings 
of Persia at this tower, or those perhi^ of the same sort that are now eom* 
monly ealled the ruins of PersepoUs, continued so entire and unaltered In 
his days, as if they were lately put there, ^^ I," sa^ Reland, ^^ here can 
show to be true, as to those stones of the Persian kings* mausoleum which 
Com. Bnmius brake off and gave me." He ascribed this to the hardness of 
the stone, whkh scsraly yields to iron tods, and proves frequently too bird 
for cutting by the chisel, bat oftentimis breaks it to pieces. 
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he looked to the west, and saw an he-goat carried through 
the air from that quarter ; that he rushed upon the ram with 
violence, and smote him twice with his horns, and overthrew 
him to the ground, and trampled upon him ; that afterwards 
he saw a very great horn growing out of the head of the he- 
goat, and that when it was broken off, four horns grew up 
that were exposed to each of the four winds, and he wrote, 
that out of them arose another lesser horn, which, as he said, 
waxed great ; and that God showed to him that it should 
fight against his nation, and take their city by force, and 
bring the temple-worship to confusion, and forbid the sacri- 
fices to be offered for one thousand two hundred and ninety- 
six days.'^ Daniel wrote, that he saw these visions in the 
plain of Susa ; and he hath informed us, that God inten* 
preted the appearance of this vision after the following man- 
ner : ^^ He said, that the ram signified the kingdoms of the 
Medes and Persians, and the horns those kings that were to 
reign in them ; and that the last horn signified the last king, 
and that he should exceed all the kings in riches and glory : 
that the he-goat signified that one should come and reign, 
from the Greeks, who should twice fight with the Persian, 
and overcome him in battle, and should receive his entire do- 
minion : that by the great horn which sprang out of the fore- 
head of the he-goat was meant the first king ; and that the 
springing-upof four horns upon its falling off, and the convert 
sion of every one of them to the four quarters of the earth, sig- 
nified the successors that should arise after the death of the 
first king, and the partition of the kingdom among them, and 
that they should neither be his children, nor of his kindred, 
that should reign over the habitable earth for many years ; 
and that from among them there should arise a certain king, 
that should overcome our nation and their laws, and should 
take away our political government, and should spoil the 
temple, and forbid the sacrifices to be offered for three years 
time.*" And indeed it so came to pass, that our nation suf- 
fered these things under Antiochus Epiphanes, according to 
DaniePs vision, and what he wrote many years before they 
came to pass. In the very same manner, Daniel also wrote 
eoncerning the Roman government, and that our country 
should be made desolate by them. AH these things did this 
man leave in writing, as God had showed them to him, inso- 
much that such as read his prophecies, and see how they 
have been fulfilled, would wonder at the honour wherewith 
God honoured Daniel, and may thence discover how the 
Epicureans are in error, who cast Providence out of human 
life, and do not believe that God takes care of the affairs o^ 
the world, nor that the universe is governed and Continued 
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in beinff by that blessed and immortal nature^ but say that 
the wond is carried along of its own accord, without a ruler 
and a curator, which, were it destitute of a guide to conduct 
it, as they imagine, would be like ships without pilots, which 
we see drowned by the winds, or like chariots without driv- 
ers, which' are overturned ; so would the world be dashed to 
pieces by its being carried without a Providence, and so pe- 
rish and come to nought. So that, by the forcmentibned 
predictions of Daniel, those men seem to me very much to 
err from the truth, who determine that God exercises no 
providence over human affairs ; for if that were the case, that 
the world went on by mechanical necessity, we should not 
see that all things would come to pass according to his pro- 
phecy. Now as to myself, I have described these matters 
as I have found them and read them ; but if any one is in- 
clined to another opinion about them, let him enjoy his dif- 
ferent sentiments without any blame from me. 



is ANTIQUITIES OF THB JBW8. BOOK Xt 



BOOK XI. 



ihe interval of two hundred and Jifly4hree 
years Jive numOu. 

FKOM TRX riKST QT CTSUfl TO THX DEATH OF ALXXAXOBK THX OftXAT« 



%^»%%«%%% » »%»%i»*^^% 



CHAP I. 



How Cyrue^ ^i^ of the PersianSf delivered the Jews oiU 
qf Babylon^ and siAjfered them to return to their oem 
Country^ and to buUd their Temple^ Jbr which Work he 
gave them money. 

§ 1. Ik the first year of the reign of Cyrus *, which was the 
seventieth from the day that our people were removed out of 
their own land into Babylon, God commiserated the capti- 
vity and calamity of these poor people, according as he bad 
foretold to them by Jeremiah the prophet, before the de- 
struction of the dty, that after they had served Nebuchad- 
nezzar and his posterity, and after they had undergone that 
servitude seventy years, he would restore them again to the 
land of their fathers, and they should build their temple, and 
enjoy their ancient prosperity. And these things God did 
afford them ; for he stirred up the mind of Cyrus, and made 
him write this throughout all A«a, ^* Thus saith Cyrus the 
king, since God Almighty hath appointed me to be king of 
the nabitable earth, I oeheve that ne is that Grod which the 
nation of the Israelites worship ; for indeed he foretold my 
name by the prophets, and that I should build him a house 
at Jerusalem, in the country of Judea.^ 

2. This was known to Cyrus by his reading the book which 
Isaiah left behind him of his prophecies ; tor this prophet 
said, that God had spoken thus to him in a secret vision : 
*^ My will is, that Cyrus, whom I have appointed to be kinig 
over many and great nations, send back my people to their 
own nation, and build my temple.^' This was foretold by 
Isaiah one hundred and forty years before the temple was 
demolished. Accordingly, when Cyrus read this, and ad- 

* This Cjnui is called God^a Shepherd by Xenoplion, m well ss by liaiah. 

Isa. xliv. 28, as also it is said of him by the same prophet, that " I will 

make a man more precious than fine gold, even, a man than the golden wedge 

of Ophir,*' Isa. adlL 13, whidi character makct Xenophoii*t most eiceUciit 

hieunj of him very credible. 
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mired the divine power, an earnest desire and ambition seized 
upon him to fulfil what was so written ; so he called for the 
most eminent Jews that were in Babvlon, and said to ihem, 
that *< he gave them leave to go back to their own country, 
and to rebuild their city Jerusfuem *, and the temple of God, 
for that he would be tneir assistant, and that he would write 
to the rulers and governors that were in the neighbourhood 
of their country of Judea, that they should contribute to 
them ffold and silver for the building of the temple, and be- 
sides that, beasts for their sacrifices.^ 

8. When Cyrus had said this to the Israelites, the rulers 
'of the two tribes of Judali and Benjamin, with the Levites 
and priests, went in haste to Jerusalem, yet did many of 
them stay at Babylon, as not willing to leave their posses- 
rions ; and when they were come thither, all the king^s friends 
asristed them, and brought in, for the building of the temple, 
some gold, and some silver, and some a great many cattle 
and horses. So they performed their vows to God, and of- 
fered the sacrifices that had been accustomed of old time ; I 
mean this upon the rebuilding of their city, and the revival 
of the ancient practices relating to their worship. Cyrus 
also sent back to them the vessels of God which kinff Ne- 
buchadnezzar had pillaged out of the temple, and earned to 
Babylon. So he committed these things to Mithridatesy 
the treasurer, to be sent away, with an oraer to give them to 
Sanabassar, that he might keep them till the temple was 
built ; and when it was nnislied, he might deliver them to 
the priests and rulers of the multitude, in order to their be- 
ing restored to the temple. Cyrus also sent an epistle to 
the governors that were in Syria, the contents whereof here 
follow : 

** King Cteus io Sisinnes and Sathbabuzakes, 

sendeth greeting : 

^* I have given leave to so many of the Jews that dwell in 
my country Us please, to return to their own country, and to 
rebuild their city, and to build the temple of God at Jerusa- 
lem, on the same place where it was before. I have alio 

* This lamre to build Jenualem, } 3, 3, and this epistle of Cyrus to 8i- 
dnnes and Sethrmbumiet, to the same purpoae, are most unibrtaiiately omit- 
ted in all our oopies but this beet and oompletest oopy of Joeephus ; and by 
aoch omisfion the famous prophecy of Isidah, Isa. zUt. 38, where we aro 
informed, that God said of or to Gyros, '^ He is my shepherd, and shaU per- 
form aU my pleasure ; even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built, aatf 
to the temple, thy foundatien sh^ Vb laid,** oould not hitherto be demon- 
strated from the sacred history to hare heen completely fulfilled, I mean aa 
to that psrt of it which concerned his giring leave or commission for lebnfld. 
ing the dty of Jerusalem as distinct from the temple, whose rebuildiag la 
alone permitted or directed in the decree of Cyrus in all our copies. 
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sent my treasurer Mithridates, and Zorobabel, the governor 
of the Jews, that they may lay the foundations of the temple* 
and may build it sixty cubits hi^h, and of the same latitude, 
making three edifices of polished stones, and one of the wood 
of the country, and the same order extends to the altar 
whereon they oiFer sacrifices to God. I require also, that 
the expenses for these things may be given out of ray reve- 
nues. Moreover, I have also sent the vessels which king 
Nebuchadnezzar pillaged out of the temple, and have given 
them to Mithridates the treasurer, and to Zorobabel, the go- 
vernor of the Jews, that they may have them carried to Je- 
rusalem,'and may restore them to the temple of God. Now 
their number* is as follows : fifty chargers of gold, and five 
hundred of silver ; forty Thericlean cups of gold, and five 
hundred of silver ; fifty basons of gold, and five hundred of 
silver ; thirty vessels for pouring [the drink offerings], and 
three hundred of silver ; thirty vials of gold, and two thou- 
sand four hundred of silver, with a thousand other large ves- 
sels. I permit them to have the same honour which they 
were used to have from their forefathers, as also for their 
small cattle, and for wine and oil, two hundred and five 
thousand and five hundred drachms ; and for wheat flour, 
twenty thousand and five hundred artabse : and I give order, 
that these expenses shall be given them out of the tributes 
due frota Samaria. The priests shall also offer these sacri- 
fices according to the laws of Moses in Jerusalem ; and 
when they offer them, they shall pray to God for the pre* 
servation of the king and of his family, that the kingdom of 
Persia may continue. But my will is, that those who diso- 
bey these injunctions, and make them void, shall be hung 
upon a cross, and their substance brought into the king^s 
treasury.^ And such was the import of this epistle. Now 
the number of those that came out of captivity to Jerusalem 
were forty-two thousand four hundred and sixty-two. 



CHAP. II. 

How^ ftpon the Death qfCf/rfis^ tlie Jews were hmdered in 
Building the Temple by the CutheanSy and the neighbour^ 
ing Gcvernore ; and how Cambyses entirely Jbrbade ike 
Jews to do any such thing. 

§ 1. When the foundations of the temple were laying, and 
w^^n the Jews were very zealous about building it, the neigh- 

^ Of the true nnmber of goMen and silver vestelt, here and eltewher^i 
Wiw^Wg to the temple of Bolmnon, see the deecriptum of the temple, chap. 

Sol* 
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bouring nations, and especially the Cutheans, whom ShaU 
manezer, king of Assyria, had brought out of Persia and Me- 
dia, and had planted in Sdmaria, when be carried the people 
of Israel captive, besought the governors, and those that had 
the care of such affairs, that they would interrupt the Jews, 
both in the rebuilding of their city, and in the building of 
their temple. Now as these men were corrupted by ihem 
with money, they sold the Cutheans their interest for render* 
ing this building a slow and a careless work, for Cyrus, who 
was busy about other wars, knew nothing of all this ; and it 
so happened, that when he had led his army against the Mas- 
sagctas*, he ended his life. But when Cambyses, the son of 
Cyrus, had taken the kingdom, the governors in Syria, and 
Phenicia, and in the countries of Ammon, and Moab, and 
Samaria, wrote an epistle to Cambyses ; whose contents 
were as follows : *^ To our lord Cambyses : we thy servants, 
Rathumus the historiographer, and Semellius the scribe, and 
the rest that are thy judges in Syria and Phenicia, sendeth 
greeting : it is fit, O king, that thou shouldcst know, that 
those Jews which were carried to Babylon are come into 
our country, and arc building that rebellious and wicked city, 
and its market places, and setting up its walls, and raising up 
the temple : know therefore, that when these things are 
finished, they will not be willing to pay tribute, 'nor will 
they submit to thy commands, but will resist kings, and will 
choose rather to rule over others, than be ruled over them- 
selves. We therefore thought it proper to write to thee, O 
king, while the works about the temple are going on so fast, 
and not to overlook this matter, that thou mayest search 
into the books of thy fathers, for thou wilt find in them, that 
the Jews have been rebels, and enemies to kings, as hath 
their city been also, which, for that reason, hath been till 
now laid waste. We thought proper also to inform thee of 
this matter, because thou mayest perhaps be otherwise igno- 
rant of it, that if this city be once inhabited, and be entirely 

* Josepbos here follows Herodotus, and those that related how Cynu 
made war with the Scythians and Masiagets, near the Ca&]nan Sea, and 
perished in it ; while Xenophon's account, which appears never to haFB been 
seen by Josephus, that Cyrud died in peace in his own country of Persia, la 
attested to by the writers of the affairs of Alexander the Great, when they 
agree tha€ he foand Cyrui's sepulchre at Pasargadc, near Persepolis. This 
account of Xenophon is slso confirmed by the ciroumitaacea of Cambyset^ 
upon his 8uooe3sion to Cyrus, who, instead of a war to avenge his father's, 
death upon the Scythians and Massagets, and to prevent those nations from 
overrunninff his northern provinces, which would hare been the natural oonae- 
quence of his father's ill success and doalb there, went immediately to an 
Egyptian war, long ago begum by Cyrus, according to Xenophon, page 644, 
and conquered that kingdom :, nor is there, that I ever heard of, the Iflatt 
iften^^n in the reign of Cambysea of any war against the Soytbiaas and M«- 
sageu that he was «irtr engagisd fti all iiii lifisi 
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eQcompassed with walls, thou wilt be excluded from thy pas- 
sage to Celesyria and Phenicia.'^ 

£. When Cambyses had read the epistle, being naturally 
wicked, he was irritated at what they told him ; and wrote 
back to them as follows : ^* Cambyses, the king, ^to Rathu* 
mus the historiographer, to Beeltethmus, to Semeliius the 
scribe, and the rest that are in commission, and dwelling in 
Samaria and Phenicia, after this manner : I have read the 
epistle that was sent from yoli ; and I gave order that the 
books of my forefathers should be searched into, and it is 
there found, that this city has always been an enemy to kings, 
and its inhabitants have raised seaitions and wars : we also 
are sensible that their kings have been powerful and tyranni- 
cal, and have exacted tribute of Celesyria and Phenicia : 
wherefore I give order, that the Jews shful not be permitted 
to build that city, lest such mischief as they usea to bring 
upon kings be greatly augmented.^ When this epistle was 
read, Ratnumus, and Semeliius the scribe, and tneir asso- 
ciates, got suddenly on horseback, and made haste to Jeru- 
salem ; they also brought a great company with them, and 
forbade the Jews to build the city and the temple. Accord- 
ingly these works were hindered from going on till the se- 
cond year of the reign of Darius, for nine years more ; for 
Cambyses reigned six years, and within that time overthrew 
Egypt, and wnen he was come back, he died at Damascus. 



CHAP. III. 

How afier the Death of Cambyses^ and the Slaughter of the 
Moffij but under the Reign of Darius^ Xorobabel was su- 
pertor to the rest in the Solution of Problems^ and thereby 
obtained this Favour of the King^ that the Temple should 
be built. 

§ 1. Aftee the slaughter of the Magi, who, upon the death 
of Cambyses, attained the government of the Persians for a 
year, those families which were called the seven families of 
the Persians, appointed Darius, the son of Hystaspes, to be 
tbor king. Now he, while he was a private man, had made 
a vow to Grod, that if he came to be king, he would send all 
the vessels of God that were in Babylon, to the temple of Je- 
rusalem. Now it so fell outy that alx)ut this time Zorobabel, 
who had been made governor of the Jews that had been in 
captivity, came to Darius from Jerusalem, for there had been 
an old friendship between him and the king. He was also, 
widi two others, thought worthy to be guaras of the king^s 
body, and obtained that honour which m hoped for. 
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2. Now ID the first year of the king's rei^n, Darius feasted 
those that were about him, and those born in his house, with 
the rders of the Medes, and princes of the Persians, and the 
toparchs of India and Ethiopia, and the generals of the armies 
of his hundred and twenty-seven provinces : but when they 
had eaten and drank to satiety, and abundantly, they every 
one departed to go to bed at dieir own houses ; and Darius 
the king went to bed, but after he had rested a little part of 
the night, he awaked, and not being able to sleep any more, 
be fell into conversation with the three guards of his body, 
and promised, that to him who should make an oration about 
points that he should inquire of, such as should be most 
agreeable to truth, and to the dictates of wisdom, he would 
grant it as a reward of Jhis victory, to put a purple garment, 
and to drink in cups of sold, and to sleep upon gold, and to 
have a chariot with bridles of gold, and a head tire of fine 
Unen, and a chain of sold about his neck, and sit next to 
himself, on acioount of his wisdom ; and, says he, he shall be 
called my cousin. Now when he had promised to give them 
these gins, he asked the first of them. Whether wine was not 
the strongest ? The second. Whether kings were not such ? 
And the third. Whether women were not such ? Or whether 
truth was not the strongest of all ? When he had proposed 
that they should make their inquiries about these problems, 
he went to rest ; but in the morning he sent for bis great 
men, his princes, and toparchs of Perria and Media, and 
set himself down in the place where he used to give audience, 
and bid each of the guards of his body to declare what they 
thouj^ht proper concerning the proposed questions, in tlie 
hearing of them all. 

S. Accordingly, the first of them hegm to speak of the 
strength of wine, and demonstrated it thus : << When, said he, 
I am to give my^ opinion of wine, O you men, I find that it 
exceeds every thing, by the following mdications : it deceives 
the mind of those that drink it, and reduces that of the king 
to the same state with that of the orphan, and he who stancb 
in need of a tutor, and erects that of the slave to the bold- 
ness of him that is free, and that of the needy becomes like 
that of the rich man, for it changes and renews the souls of 
men when it gets into them, and it quenches the sorrow of 
those that are under calamities, and makes men forget the 
debts they owe to others, and makes men think themselves 
to be of all men the richest ; it makes them talk of no small 
things, but of talents, and such other things as become weal* 
thy men only ; nay more, it makes them msensible of their 
commanders, and of their kings, and takes away the remem* 
brance of thor' friends and companions, for it arms men 
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even against those that are dearest to them, and makes them 
appear the greatest strangers to them ; and when they are 
become sober, and they have slept out their wine in the night, 
they arise without knowing any thing they have done in their 
cups. I take these for signs of power, and by them discover 
that wine is the strongest and most insuperable of all 
things.^ 

4. As soon as the first had given the forementioned de- 
monstrations of the strength of wine, he left off; and the 
next to him began to speak about the strength of a king, and 
demonstrated that it was the strongest of all, and more power- 
ful than any thing else that appears to have any force or wis^ 
dom. He began his demonstration after the following man- 
ner, and said, *^ They are men who. govern all things, they 
force the earth and the sea to become profitable to them in 
what they desire, and over these men do kings rule, ^nd over 
them they have authority. Now those who rule over that 
animal which is of all the strongest and most piowcrful, must 
needs deserve to be esteemed insuperable in power and force; 
for example, when these kings command their subjects to 
make wars, and undergo dangers, they are hearkened to, and 
when they send them against their enemies, their power is so 
great that they are obeyed. They command men to level 
mountains, and to pull down walls and towers ; nay, when 
they are commanded to be killed, and to kill, they submit to 
it, that they may not appear to transgress the king's com- 
mands; and when they have conquered, they bring what they 
have gained in the war to the king. Those also who are not 
soldiers, but cultivate the ground, and plough it, and when, 
after they have endured the labour, and all the inconveniences 
of such works of husbandry, they have reaped and gathered 
in their fruits, they bring tributes to the king. And what- 
soever it is which the king says or commands, it is done of 
necessity, and that without delay, while he, in the mean 
time, is satiated with all sorts of food and pleasures, and 
sleeps in quiet. He is guarded by such as watch, and such 
as are, as it were, fixed down to the place through fear, for 
no one dares leave him, even when he is asleep, nor does 
any one go away and take care of his own affairs, but he 
esteems this one thing the only work of necessity, to guard 
the king ; and accoordingly to this he wholly addicts himself. 
How then can it be otherwise, but that it musi appear that 
llie king exceeds all in strength, while so great a multitHde 
obeys his injunctions.*' 

• £• Now when this man had held his peace, the third of 
them, who was Zorobabel, began to instruct them about 
womeUf and about truth, who said thus : ^* * Wine is strong. 
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as it the king also, whom all men obey, but women are supe- 
rior to them in power, for it was a woman that brought ihe 
king into the world ; and for those that plant the vines and 
make the wine, they are women who bear them, and bring 
them up ; nor indeed is there any thing which we do not re* 
ceive from them ; for these women weave garments for tti, 
and our household aiFairs are by their means taken care oi 
and preserved in safety ; nor can we live separate from wo^ 
men. And when we have gotten a great deal of gold and 
silver, and any other thing that is of great value, and desenr* 
ing regard* and see a beautiful woman, we leave all these 
things, and with open mouth fix our eyes upon her counte- 
nance, and are willing to forsake what we have, that we may 
enjoy her beauty, and procure it to ourselves. We also 
leave father and mother, and the earth that nourishes us, 
and frequently forget our dearest friends, for the sake of 
women ; nay, we are so hi^rdy as to lay down our lives with 
them. But what will chiefly make you take notice of the 
strength of women, is this that follows: do not we take 
pains and endure a great deal of trouble, and that both by 
land and sea, and when we have procured somewhat as the 
fruit of our labours, do not we bring them to the women, as 
to our mistresses, and bestow them upon them ? nay, I once 
saw the king, who is lord of so many people, smitten on the 
face by Apame, the daughter of Rabsases Themasius, his 
concubine, and his diadem taken away from him, and put 
Upon her own head, while he bore it patiently ; and when 
she smiled he smiled, and when she was angry he was sad ; 
and according to the change of her passions, he flattered his 
wife, and drew her to reconciliation by the great humiliation 
of himself to her, if at any time he saw her displeased at 
him." 

6. And when the princes and rulers looked one upon ano. 
tber, he began to speak about truth ; and he said, ^< 1 have 
already demonstrated how powerful women are ; but both 
these women themselves, and the king himself, are weaker 
than truth ; for although the earth be Targe, and the heaven 
high, and the course of the suu swift, yet are all these moved 
according to the will of God, who is true and righteous, for 
which cause we also ought to esteem truth to be the strong- 
est of all things, and that what is unrighteous is of no force 
against it. Moreover, all things else that have any strength 
are mortal and short lived, but truth is a thing that is im- 
inortal and eternal. It aflbrds us not indeed such a beauty 
as will wither away by time, nor such riches as may be takea 
away by fortune, but righteous rules and laws. It distia- 
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guUhes them from iqjustice, and puts what is unrighteous to 
rebuke *• 

7. So when Zorobabel had left off his discourse about 
truth, and the multitude had cried aloud, that he had spoken 
the most wisely, and that it was truth alone that had immutable 
strength, and such as never would wax old, the king com- 
manded that he should ask for somewhat over and above 
what he had promised, for that he would give it him because 
of his wisdom, and that prudence wherein he exceeded the 
rest ; and thou shalt sit with me, said the king, and shalt be 
callaJ my cousin. When he had said this, Zorobabel put 
him in mind of the vow he had made in case he should ever 
have the kinsdom. Now this vow was, <^ to rebuild Jerusa- 
lem, and to build therein the temple of God, as also to re- 
store the vessels which Nebuchadnezzar had pillaged and 
carried to Babylon.^ And this, said he, is that request 
which thou now permittest me to make, on account that I 
have been judged to be wise and understanding. 

8. So the king was pleased with what he had said, axSi 
arose and kissed him ; and wrote to the toparchs and go- 
vernors, and enjoined them to conduct Zorobabel and those 
that were going with him to build the temple. He also sent 
letters to those rulers that were in Syria and Phenicia to cut 
down and carry cedar trees from Lebanon to Jerusalem, and 
to assist him in building the city. He also wrote to them, 
that all the captives who should go to Judea should be free, 
and he prohibited his deputies and governors to lay any kins^s 
taxes upon the Jews ; he also permitted, that they should 
have all the land which they could possess themselves of 
mrithout tributes. He also enjoined the Idumeans. and Sa* 

* The reader is to note, that although the Bpeecheii or papen of thaie 
three of the king's guards are much the same, in our Uiird hook of Eadras, 
Aup, liL and ir, as they are here in Josephus, yet that the introduction of 
them is entirely different, while in onr Esdras the whole is related as the con- 
trivance of the three of the king*s guards themselyes ; and even the mighty 
rewards are spoken of as proposed by themselves, and the speeches are re« 
lated to have been deiivered by themselves to the king in writing, while aH 
is contrary in Josephus. I need not say whose account is the most probablei, 
the matters speak for themselves ; and there can be no doubt but Jo8ephus*s 
history is here to be very much preferred before the other. Nor, indeed, 
dots is seem to me at all unlikely, that the whole was a contrivance of king 
]>arius*s own, in order to be decently and inoffensively put in mind by Zoro(. 
babel of fulfilling his old vow for the rebuilding of Jerusalem and the temple, 
and the restoration of the worship of the one true God there^ Nor does 
the full meaning of Zorobabel, when he cries out, 3 Esd. iv. '40, ^^ Blessed be 
the Ood of truth ;? and here ^' Ood Is true and righteous,*^ or even of all the 
people, 3 Esd. Iv. 41, '^ Great is truth, and mighty above all things,** seem to 
me much different from this, '' There is but OxE True God," the God of 
Israel. To which doctrine, sudi as Cyrus and Darius, &c. the Jews* great 
patrons^ seem not to have been very averse, though the entire idolatry of 
their kingdoms made them generally conceal it. ' 
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maritans, and the iahabitaitts of Celesyria, to restore villages 
which they had taken from the Jews, and that, besides ail 
this, fifty talents should be given them for the building of 
the temple. He also permitted them to offer their appointed 
sacrifices, and that whatsoever the high-priest and the priests 
wanted, and those sacred garments wherein they used to 
worship God, should he made at his own charges ; and that 
the musical instruments which the Lcvites used in singiiij 
hymns to God should be given them. Moreover, he charges 
them, that portions of land should be given to those Uiat 
guarded the city and the temple, as also a determinate sum 
of money every year for their maintenance ; and withal he 
sent the vessels. And all that Cyrus intended to do before 
him relating to the restoration of Jerusalem, Darius also or- 
dained should be done accordingly. ^ 

9^ Now when Zorobabel had obtained these grants from 
the king, he went out of the palace, and, looking up to hea- 
ven, he be^an to return thanks to Grod for the wisdom he 
had given him, and the victory he had gained thereby, even 
in the presence of Darius himself; for, said he, ** I bad not 
been thought worthy of these advantages, O Lord, unless 
thou hadst been favourable to me." When, therefore, he 
had returned these thanks to God for the present circum- 
stances he was in, and prayed to him to aflbrd him the like 
favour for the time to come, he came to Babylon, and 
brought the good news to his countrymen of what grants he 
bad procured for them from the king, who, when they beard 
the same, gave thanks also to God that he restored the land 
of their forefathers to them again : so they betook themselves 
to drinking and eating, and for seven days they continued 
feastine, and kept a festival for the rebuilding and restoration 
of thear country ; after this they chose themselves rulers, 
who.sho'uld go up to Jerusalem, out of the tribes of their 
forefathers, with their wives and children, and cattle, who 
travelled to Jerusalem with joy and pleasure, under the con- 
duct of those whom Darius sent along with them, and makp 
ing a noise with songs, and pipes, and cymbals. The rest 
of the Jewish rnultitude also besides accompanied them with 
rejoicing. . \. • 1 • 

10. Ajid thus did these: men. go, a certain and determinate 
number out of every family, though I do not think it proper 
to recite particularly the names or those families, that I may 
not take off the mind of my readers from the connexion ot 
hittorical facts, and make it hard fyr them to follow the co- 
herence of my narrations ; but the sum Of those that went 
up, above the age of twelve years, of the tribes of Judah and 
BenjsaMn, was four hundred sixty-two myriads and eight 

• VOL. II. H 
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thousand * ; the Levites were seventy-four ; the number of 
the women and children, mixed together, was forty thousand 
seven htlndred and forty-two ; and besides these, there were 
singers of the Levites one hundred and twenty*eight, and 
porters one hundred and ten, and of the sacred ministers 
three hundred and ninety-two ; there were also others besides 
these, who said they were of the Israelites, but were not 
able to shew their genealogies, six hundred and sixty-two : 
some there were also who were expelled out of the number 
and honour of the priests, as having married mves whose 
genealogies they could not produce, nor were they found in 
the genealogies of the Levites and priests : they were about 
five hundred and twenty-five ; the multitude also of servants 
followed those that went up to Jerusalem, seven thousand 
three hundred and thirty-seven ; the dnging men and singing 
women were two hundred and forty-five : the camels were 
four hundred and thirty-five ; the beasts used to the yoke 
were five thousand five hundred and twenty-five ; and the 
governor of all this multitude thus numbered was Zorobabel, 
the son of Salathiel, of the posterity of David, and of the 
tribe of Judah, and Jeshua, the son of Josedek the high- 
priest ; and besides these there were Mordecai and Serebius, 
who were distinguished from the multitude, and were rulers, 
who also contributed an hundred pound of gold, and five 
thousand of silver. By this means, therefore, the priests 
and the Levites, and a certain part of the entire people of 
the Jews that were in Babylon, came and dwelt in Jenisa^- 
lem, but the rest of the multitude returned every one to their 
own countries. 

CHAP. ly. 

HoTff the Temple xvas buUt^ while the Cutheans endeavoured 

171 vain to obstruct the Work. 

§ 1 . Now in the seventh month, after they were departed 
out of Babylon, both Jeshua the high-priest, and Zorobabel 

* This strange reading in Jo8ephiu*8 prsMnt copies of 4,000,000 iiiBtMd 
of 40,000, \fi one of the grossest errors that is in them, and ought to be oor* 
rected from Ezra, ii. 64, I £sd. v. 40, and Neh. vii. 66, who all agree die 
general sum was but about 42,360. It is also verypkin, th^ Joaephus 
thought, that when Esdras afterwards brought up another company out of 
Babylon and Perttia, in th^ days of Xerxes, they were also, as w€^ as these, 
out of the two tribes, and out of them only, and were in aU no more thim m 
M0tf, fand a remtuuU, while an immerue tmmbet of the ten tribes nerer )m- 
tiumed, but, as he believed, continued then beyond Euphrates, ch. 7. § 2, 3. 
Of which multitude of Jews beyond Euphrates he speaks frequently else- 
where, though, by the way, he nerer takes them to he idolaters, but loioks 
on them still as observers of the laws of Moses. The certain part of tUe 
peoplp ^hat 90ir pame up from Babylon, at the end pf this clmpter, Imptjr 

the aame smaller number of Jews that now came up, and will no way agree 

with the 4fOOOyOOO. 
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the governor, sent messengers every where round about, and 
gathered those that were in the country together to Jerusalem 
universally, who came very gladly thither. He then built 
the ahar on the same place it had formerly been built, that 
they might offer the appointed sacrifices upon it to God, ac- 
cording to the laws of Moses. But while they did this, they 
did not please the neighbouring nations, who all of them 
bare an ill will to them. They also celebrated the feast of 
tabernacles at that time, as the legislator had ordained con* 
ceming it ; and after they ofiered sacrifices, and what were 
called the daily sacrifices, and the oblations proper for the 
Sabbaths, and for all the holy festivals. Those also that 
hlid made vows performed them, and offered their sacrifices, 
frofm the first day of the seventh month. They also began 
te build the temple, tod gave a great deal of money to the 
Inltsons and to the carpenters, and what was necessary for 
the maintenance of the workmen. The Sidonians also were 
very willing and ready to bring the cedar-trees from Libanus, 
to bind them together, and to make an united float of them, 
and to bring Aem to the port of Joppa ; for that was what 
Cyrus had commanded at first, and what was now done at 
the command of Darius. 

S. In the second yemr of their coming to Jerusalem, ail 
the Jews were there m the second month, the building of 
the temple went on apace ; and when they had laid its foun- 
dations, on the first of the seco^ month of that second 
year, they set, as overseers of tfie work, such Levites as were 
ftill twenty years old, and Jeshua and his 'sons and brethren^ 
and Cadmiel the brother of Judas, the son of Aminidab, 
with his sons ; and the temple, by the great diligence 6[ 
those that had the care of it, was finished tooner man any 
one w<ould have expected. And when the temple was 
finished, the priests, adorned with their liccustomed garments, 
stood with their truttipets, while the Levites, and the sons of 
Asaph, stood and sung hymns to God, according as David 
first of aTl appointed them to bless Grod. Now the priests 
lind Levites, and the elder part of the families, recollecting 
with themselves how much greater and more sumptuous the 
old temple had been, seeing that now made how much infe- 
rior it was, on accotrat of their poverty, to that which had 
been built of old, considered with themselves how much 
their happy state was sunk below what it had been of old, as 
well as their temple. Hereupon they were disconsolate, 
and not able to contain their grief, and proceeded so far as 
to lament and shed tears on these accounts ; but the people 
in general were contented with their present condition, and 
because they were allowed to build them a temple, they de- 

H 2 
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sired DO more, and neither regarded nor remembered, nofr 
indeed at all tormented themselves with the comparison of 
that and the former temple, as if this were below their ex- 
pectations ; but the wailing of the old men and of the priests, 
on account of the deficiency of this temple, in their opinion, 
if compared with that which had been demolished, overcame 
the sounds of the trumpets, and the rejoicing of the people. 

3. But when the Samaritans, who were still enemies to 
the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, heard the sound of the 
trumpets, they came running together, and desired to know 
what was the occasion of this tumult ; and when they per- 
ceived that it was from the Jews who had been carried cap- 
tive to Babylon, and were rebuilding their temple, they 
came to Zorobabel and to Jeshua^ and to the heads of the 
families, and desired that they would give them leave to 
build the temple with them, and to be partners with them 
in building it ; for they said, *' We worship their Grod, and 
especially pray to him, and are desirous of their religious 
settlement, and this ever since Shalmanezer, the king of As- 
syria, transplanted us out of Cuthah and Media to this place." 
When they said thus, Zorobabel, and Jeshua the hiffh-priest, 
and the heads of the families of the Israelites, replied to them, 
that ** it was impossible for them to permit them to Jbe their 
partners, whilst they [only] had been appointed to build that 
temple at first by Cyrus, and now by Darius, although it 
was indeed lawful for them to come and worship there if 
they pleased, and that they could allow them nothing but 
that in common with them, which was common to them 
with all other men, to come to their temple, and worship 
God there.** 

4. When the Cutheans heard this, for the Samaritans have 
tbfit appellation, they had indignation at it, and persuaded 
the nations of Syria to desire of the governors, in the same 
manner as they had done formerly in the days of Cyrus, and 
again in the oays of Cambyses afterwards, to put a stop to 
the building of the temple, and to endeavour to delay and 
protract the Jews in their zeal about it. Now at this time 
Suinnes, the governor of Syria and Phenicia, and Sathrabu- 
zanes, with certain others, came up to Jerusalem, and asked 
the rulers of the Jews, ** By whose grant it was .that they 
built the temple in this manner, since it was more like to a 
citadel than a temple ; and for what reason it was that they 
built cloisters and walls^ and those strong ones too, about 
the city ?** To which Zorobabel and Jeshua the high-priest 
replied^ " That they were the servants of God Almighty ; 
that this temple was built for him by a king of theirs, that 
lived in great prosperity, anc} one that exceeded all men in 
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virtue, and that it continued a long time, but that, because 
of their fathers' impiety towards (rod, Nebuchadnezzar, king 
of the Babylonians and of the Chaldeans, took their city by 
force, and destroyed it, and pillaged the temple, and burnt it 
down, and transplanted the peopl^ whom he had made cap- 
tives, and removed them to Babylon ; that Cyrus, who, after 
him, was king of Babylonia and Persia, wrote to them to 
build the temple, and committed the gifts and vessels, and 
whatsoever Nebuchadnezzar had carried out of it, to Zoro- 
babel and Mithridates the treasurer ; and gave order to have 
tbera carried to Jerusalem, and to have them restored to 
their owri temple, when it was built ; for he had sent to them 
to have that done speedily, and commanded Sanabassar to 
go up to Jerusalem, and to take care of the building of the 
temple, who, upon receiving that epistle from Cyrus, came, 
and immediately laid its foundations : and although it hath 
been in building from that time to this, it hath not yet been 
finished, by reason of the malignity of our enemies. If, 
therefore, you have a mind, and think it proper, write this 
account to Darius, that when he hath consulted the records 
of the kings, he may find that we have told you nothing that 
IB false about this matter.^' 

5. When Zorobabel and the high-priest had made this 
answer, Sisinnes, and those that were with him, did not re- 
solve to hinder the building, until they had informed king 
Darius of all this. So they immediately wrote to him about 
these afiairs ; but as the Jews were now under terror, and 
afraid lest the king should change his resolution as to the 
building of Jerusalem, and of the temple, there were two 
prophets at that time among them, Haggai and Zechariah« 
who encouraged them, and bid them be of good cheer, and 
to suspect no discouragement from the Persians, for that 
God foretold this to them. So, in dependence on those 
prophets, they applied themselves earnestly to building, and 
did not intermit one day. 

6. Now Darius, when the Samaritans had written to him, 
and in their epistle had accused the Jews, how they fortified 
the city, and built the temple more like to a citadel than to 
a temple, and said, that their doings were not escpedient for 
the king'^s afiairs, and besides, they showed the epistle of 
Cambyses, wherein he forebade them to build the temple ; 
and when Darius thereby understood that the restoration of 
Jerusalem was not expedient for his afiairs, and when he had 
read the epistle that was brought him from Sisinnes and* 
those that were with him, he gave order that what concerned 
these matters should be sought for among the royal records. 

. Whereupon a book was found at Ecbatana, in the tower 
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that was in Media, wherein was written as follows ; <^ Cyrus 
(be king» in the first year of his reign, commanded that the 
temple should be built in Jerusalem ; and the altar in height 
threescore cubits, and its breadth c£ the same, with three 
edifices pf polished stone,, and one edifice of stone of ■ their 
own country ; and he ordained that the expenses of it should 
be paid out of the klng^s revenue. He also commanded that 
the vessels, which Nebuchadnezzar had pillaged [out of the 
temple], and had carried to Babylon, should be restored to 
the people of Jerusalem ; and that the care of these thinga 
should belong to Sanabassar, the governor and president of 
Syria and Phenicia, and to his associates, that they may not 
oieddle with that place, but may permit the servants of Grod, 
the Jews and their rulers, to build the temple. He also or- 
diuned that they should assist them in the work, and that 
they should pay to the Jews, out of the tribute of the ooun* 
try where they were governors, on account of the sacrifices, 
bulls and rams, and lambs and kids of the goats, and fine 
floor, and oil, and wine, and all other things that the priests 
should suggest to them ; and that they should pray fiar the 
preservation of the king, and of the Persians ; and that, for 
such as transgressed any of these orders thus sent to them, 
he commanded that they should be caught, and hung upon a 
cross, and their substance confiscated to the king's use. He 
also piayed to Gk)d against them, that if any one attempted 
to hinder the building of the temple, God would strike liim 
dead, and thereby restrmn his wickedness. 

7. When Danus had found this book among the records 
of Cyrus, he wrote an answer to Sisinnes and his associates, 
whose contents were these ; <* King Darius to Sirinnes the 
governor, and to Sathrabuzanes, sendeth greeting : Having 
round a copy of this epistle among the records of Cyrus, I 
have sent it to you ; and I will that all things be done as 
therein written. Fare ye well.*' So when Sisinnes, and 
those that were with him, understood the intention of the 
king, they resolved to follow entirely his directions for the 
time to come. So they forwarded the sacred works, and 
assisted the elders of the Jews and the princes of the sanhe- 
drim, and the structure of the temple was with great dili^nce 
brought to a concluaon, by the prophecies of Haggai and 
Zechariah, according to God's commaAids, and by the injunc- 
tions of Cyrus and Darius the kings. Now the temple was 
built in seven years' time : and in the ninth year of the reim 
bf Darius, on the twenty-third day of the twelfth monUi, 
which is' by us called Adar^ but by the Macedonians DjfS^ 
truSy the priests and the Levites, and the other multitude of 
the Israelites, offisred sacrifices, as the renovation of tlieir 
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former prosperky after their captitity» aod because they bajd ^ 
now the temple rebuilt, an hundred bulls, two hundred rams, 
four hundrea lambs, and twelve kids of the goats, according 
to the number of their tribes (for so many are the tribes of 
the Israelites), and this last for the sins of every tribe. The 
priests also and the Levites set the porters at every gate, ac» 
cording to the laws of Moses. The Jews also built the . 
clobters of the inner temple, that were round about the tern* 
I^e itself. 

& And as the feast of unleavened bread was at hand, in 
the first month, which, according to the Macedonians, \% 
called XanOAcuiy but according to us Nisan^ ail the people 
ran together out of the villages to the city, and celebrated 
the festival, having purified themselves, with their wives and 
children, according to the law of their country ; and they 
offered the sacrifice which was called the Passover , on tte 
fourteenth day of the same month, and feasted seven days, 
and spared for no cost, but offered whole burnt-offerings to 
God, and performed sacrifices of thanksgiving, because God 
had led them again to the land of their fathers, and to the 
laws thereto belonging, and had rendered the mind of the 
king of Persia favourable to them. So these men ofiered 
the largest sacrifices on these accounts, and used great mag- 
nificence in the worship of God, and dwelt in Jerusalem, 
and made use of a form of government that w/us aristocrati- 
cal» but mixed with an oli^rchy, for the high-priests were 
at the head of their affairs, until the posterity of the Asamo- 
neans set up kingly government ; for before their captivity, 
and the dissolution of their polity, they at first had kingly 
government from Saul and David, for five hundred thirty* 
two years, rix months, and ten days ; but before those kings, 
such rulers governed them as were called Judjgr^ and mo^ 
fiarchs. Under this form of government they continued fbi* 
more than five hundred years after the death of Moses, and 
of Joshua their commander. And this is the account I had 
to give of the Jews who had been carried into captivity, but- 
were delivered from it in the times of Cyrus and Darius. 

9** But the Samaritans, being evil and enviously disposed 
to the Jews, wrought them many mischiefs, by reliance on 
their riches, and by their pretence that they were allied to 
the Pei^ans, on account that thence they came ; and what- 
soever it was that they were enjoined to pay the Jews by 
the king's order out of their tributes, for the sacrifices, they 
would not pay it. They bad also the governors ftivourable 
to them, anjd assisting them for that purpose ; nor di^d they 

* The history contained in this section h entirely wanting in all our co* 
}>!«■, both of Etra and Eidrav. 



104 ANTIQUITIES OF THI JlWt. BpOK XI. 

•pare to burt theni, either by tbemselvet or by otbersr as far 
u tbey were ah\e.' So tbe Jews detennioed to send id em- 
bosBBge to king Darius, in favour of the people of Jerusalem, 
and in order to accuse the Saroariuns. The ambassadors 
were Zorobabel, and four others of the mien ; and a» soon 
as the king knew from the ambassadors the accusations and 
complunts they brought against the Samaritans, be gave 
tbem an epistte to be carried to the governors and council 
of Samaria. The contents of which epistle were these: 
" King Darius to Tangaoas and Sambabos, tbe governors 
of tbe Samaritans, to Sadraces and Bobelo, and tne rest of 
their fellow-servants that are in Samaria: Zorobabel, Ana- 
mas, and Mordecai, the ambassadors of the Jews, complain 
of vou, that you obstruct them in the building of the temple, 
and do not supply them with the expenses which X com- 
manded you to do for tbe offering their sacrifices. My will, 
therefore, is this, that upon the reading of this epistle, you 
supply them with whatsoever they want for their sacrifices, 
and that out of the royal treasury, of tbe tributes of Samaria, 
M tbe priest shall desire, that they may not leave off their 
ofi^ring doily sacrifices, nor praying to God for me and Uie 
PernouB." And these were the contents of that epistle. 



CHAP. V. 

How Xerxu, the Son of Dariui, was well dUpoied to the 

Jem : at also conceming Etdnu aitd Nenemiah. 

8 1. Upon the death of Darius, Xences bis son took tbe 
kingdom, who, ss be inherited bis father's kingdom, so did 
he inherit bis piety towards God, and lionour of him ; for 
be did all things suitably to his father relating to divine 
worship, and he was exceeding friendly to the Jews. Now 
about tbts time, a sou of Jeshua, whose name was Joacimj 
was tb0 Mgh-prieat. Moreover, there was now in Babylon 
a T%l|teDus man, and one that enjoyed a great repuution 
■raoQg tbe multitude : be was the principw priest of the 
plK>|>le, and his name was Esdrtu. He was very skilful la 
tbe law* ot Moaea, and was well acquainted with king 
■%ttte§. He had determined to go up to Jerusalem, and 
U uke with him some of those Jews that were in Babylon ; 
and he desired that the king would give him an epistle to 
ibe governors of Syria, by which they might know who he 
was. Accordingly the king wrote the fofluwing epistle to 
those governors : " Xerxes, king of kings, to Ezra the priest) 
and reader of the divine law, greeting : I think it agreeable 
to the love wbicb I bear to mankind, to permit those of Uie 
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Jewish nation who are so disposed^ as well as to those of 
the priests and Lerites that are in our kin^om» to go top^ 
tber to Jerusalem. Accordingly I have ^ven command for 
that purpose ; and let every one that hath a mind go, ac- 
cording as it hath seemed good to me aiid to my seven coun-- 
sellors, and this in order to their review of the affairs of Ju« 
dea, to see whether they be agreeable to the law of God. 
Let them also take with them those presents which I and 
my friends' have vowed, with all that silver and gold which is 
found in the country of the Babylonians, as dedicated to 
God ; and let all this be carried to Jerusalem, to God for 
sacrifices. Let it also be lawful for thee and thy brethren 
to make as many vessels of silver and gold as thou pleasest. 
Thou shalt also dedicate those holy vessels which have been 
given thee, and as many more as thou hast a mind to make, 
and shalt take the expenses out of the king's treasury. I 
have moreover written to the treasurers of Syria and Pheni- 
da, that they take care of those affairs that Esdrits the priest, 
and reader of the laws of God, is sent about. And that 
Grod may not be at all angry with me, or with my children, 
I grant all that is necessary for sacrifices to God, according 
to the law, as far as an hundred cori of wheat. And I en- 
ioin you not to lay any treacherous imposition, or any tri- 
butes, upon their priests or Levites, or sacred singers, or 
porters, or sacred servants, or scribes of the temple. And 
do thou, O Esdras, appoint judges according to the wisdom 
[given thee] of God, and those such as understand the law, 
that they may judge in all Syria and Phenicia ; and do thou 
instruct those also which are ienorant of it, that if any one 
of thy countrymen transgress trie law of Gbd, or that of the 
king, he may be punished, as not tran^ressing it out of ig- 
norance, but as one that knows it indeed, but Mdly despises 
and contemns it ; and such may be punished by death, or by 
paying fines. Farewell.^ 

S. When Esdras had received this epistle, he was very 

1'oyful, and began to worship God, and confessed that he 
laid been the cause of the king^s great favour to him, and 
that for the same reason he gave all the thanks to God. So 
be read the epistle at Babylon to those Jews that were there ; 
but he kept the epistle itself, and sent a copy of it to b1\ 
those of nis own nation that were in Media. And when 
these Jews understood what piety the king had towards God^ 
and what kindness he had for Esdras, they were all greatly 
pleased ; nay, many of them took their effects with them, 
aqd came to Babylon, as very desirous of goine down to 
Jerusalem ; but then the entire body of the people of Israel 
remained in that country, wherefore there are but two tribes 
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in Asia and Europe subject to the BoQiw^ while tb^ ten. 
tribes are beyond Euphrates ull now, and are an im^ieoffe 
multitude, and not to be estimated by numbers. Now ihiere 
came a great number of priests, and Levites, and poyterp^. 
and sacred singers, and sacred servants, to Esdras* Sp b^: 
gathered those that were in the captivity tqgether beyond 
Euphrates, and stayed there three day% and ordained a fast 
for them, that they might make their prayers to God £oi? 
their preservation, that they mi^ht suffer no misfortunes by 
the way, either from their enemies, or from atiy other ill ac- 
cident ; for Esdras had said beforehand, that he had toii 
the king how God would preserve them, and so he had not 
thought fit to request that he would send horsemen to con- 
duct them. So when they had finished their prayers, they re- 
moved from Euphrates, on the twelfth day of the first month 
of the seventh year of the reign of Xerxes, and they came to 
Jerusalem on the fifth month of the same year. Now Esdraa 
presented the sacred money to the treasurers, who were oC 
the family df the priests, of silvm: six hundred and fifty ta^n 
lenls,, vessels df silver one hundred talents, vessels of gold 
twenty talents, vessels of brass, that was more precious than 
gold *« twenty talents by weight ; for these presents had been 
made by the king and his counsellors, and by all the Israelites 
that stayed at Babylon. So when Esdraa delivered these 
things to the priests, he ^ave to God, as the appointed «acri« 
fices of whole bumt-offenngs, twelve bulls on account of the 
common preservation of the people, ninety rams, seventy-two 
lambs, and twelve kids of the goats, for the remission of sins. 
He also delivered the king'^s epistle to the king^s officers, and 
to the governors of Celesyria and Phenicia; and as they 
were under the necessity of doing what was joined by him, 
the^ honoured our nation, and were assistant to them in all 
their necessities. 

S. Now these things were truly done under the conduct 
of Esdras, and he succeeded in them, because God esteemed 
him worthy of the success of his conduct, on account of hi^ 
goodness and righteousness ; but ^me time afterward there 
cpme some persons to him, and brought an accusation againal 
certain of the multitude, and of the priests and Levites, who 
had transgressed their settlen^ent, and dissolved the laws ot 
their country, by marrying strange wives, and had brought 
the family of the priests mto confujsion. These persons de* 
sired him to support the laws, lest God should take up a 
general anger against them all, and reduce them to a calami- 

* Dr Hudson takes notice here, that this kind of brass or copper, or ni« 
tto* mpxtero of gold and. braas or copper, was called auriehakum] and that 
this was of old esteemed tbamost precious <»!' all metalf. 
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tous condition again. Hereapon he rent bis garment imme^ 
diately, out of gnef, and pulled off the hair of his head apd 
beard, and cast nimself upon the ground, because this crime 
had reached the principal men among the people, and con- 
ffldering that if he should enjoin them to cast out their wiyes, 
and the children they had by them, he would npt be heark- 
ened to, he continued lying upon the ground. However, 
all the better sort came running to him, who also themselves 
wept, and partook of the grief he was under for what had 
been done. So Esdras rose up from the ground, and stretched 
out his hands towards heaven, and said, that " he was ashamed 
to look towards it, because of the sins which the people had 
committed, while they had cast out of their memones what 
their fathers had undergone on account of theik* wickedness; 
and he besought Grod, who had saved a seed and a remnant 
out of the cauunity and captivity they had been in, and had 
restored them again to Jerusalem, and to their own land, and 
had obliged the kings of Per»a to have compassion on them, 
that he would also forgive them their sins they had now com* 
npitted, which, though they deserved death, yet it was agree- 
ajble to the mercy of God to remit even to these the punish- 
ment due to them.^ 

4. After Esdras had said this, he left off praying ; and 
when all those that came to him with their wives apd children 
were under lamentation, one whose name was Jecbonias, a 

Erincipal man in Jerusalem, came to him and said, that they 
ad sinned in marrying strange wives ; and he persuaded him 
to adjure them all to cast those wives out, ana the children 
bom of them, and that those should be punished who would 
not obey the law. So Esdras hearkened to this advice, and 
made the heads of the priests and of the Levites, and of the 
Israelites, swear that they would put away those wives and 
children, according to the advice of Jecbonias. And when 
he had received their oaths, he went in haste out of the tem- 

Ele, into the chamber of Johanan, the son of Eliasib, and as 
e had hitherto tasted nothing at all for grief, so he abode 
there that day. And when proclamation was made, that all 
those of the captivity should gather themselves together to 
Jerusalem, and those that did not meet there in two or three 
days should be banished from the multitude, and that th^ir 
substance should be appropriated to the uses oF the temple, 
according to the sentence of the elders, those that were of 
the tribes of Judah and Benjamid came together in three 
days, viz. on the twentieth day of the ninth month, whiclp, 
according to the Hebrews, is called Tebeth^ and according 
to the Macedonians, Apelleus. Now, as they were sitting in 
the upper room of the temple, where the elders also were 
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present, but were uneasy because of the cold, Esdras stood 
up, and accused them, and told them they had sinned in 
marrying wives that were not of their own nation ; but that 
now they would do a thing both pleasing to God and advan- 
tageous to themselves, if they would put those wives away. 
Accordingly, they all cried out, that ** they would do so. 
That, however, the multitude was great, and that the season 
of the year was winter, and that this work would require 
more than one or two days. Let their rulers, therefore, [said 
they], and those that have married strange wives, come hither 
at a proper time, while the elders of every place, that are in 
common to estimate the number of those that have thus mar- 
ried, are to be there also.'^ Accordingly this was resolved 
on by them ; and they began the inquiry after those that had 
married strange wives on the first day of the tenth month, 
and continued the inquiry to the first day of the next month, 
and found a great many of the posterity of Jeshua the high- 
priest, and of the priests and Levites, and Israelites, who had 
a greater regard to the observation of the law than to th^r 
natural affection, and immediately cast out their wives, and 
the children which were born of them ^. Atid in order to 
appease God, they offered sacrifices, and slew rams, as obla- 
tions to him ; but it does not seem to me to be necessary to set 
down the names of these men. So when Esdras bad re- 
formed this sin about the marriages of the forementioned 
persons, he reduced that practice to purity, so that it conti- 
nued in that state for the time to come. 

5. Now when they kept the feast of tabernacles -f* in the 
seventh month, and almost all the people were come toge- 
tlier to it, they went up to the open part of the temple, to 
the gate which looked eastward, and desired of Esdras that 
the laws of Moses might be read to them. Accordingly he 
stood in the midst of the multitude and read them ; and this 
he did from morning to noon. Now, by hearing the laws 

* This procedure of Esdras, and of the best part of the Jewish nation, 
after their return from the Babylonish captivity, of reducing the Jewish 
marriages, once for all, to the strictness of the law of Moses, without any 
regard to the greatness of those who had broken it, and without regard to 
that natural affection or compassion {oac their heathen wives and their chil- 
dren by them, which made it so hard for Esdras to correct it, deserves greatly 
to be observed and imitated in all attempts for reformation among Chris* 
tians, the contrary conduct having ever been the bane of true religion, both 
among Jews and Christians, while political views, or human passions, or pru- 
dential motives, are suffered to take place instead of the divine laws, as so 
the blessing of God is forfeited, and the church still suffered to continue cor- 
rupt from one generation to another. See chap. viii. sect. 2. 

-f* This Jewi&h feast of tabernacles was imitated in several heathen so- 
lemnities, as Spanheim here observes and proves. He also further observes 
presently, what great regard many heathens had to the monuments of their 
forefathers, as Nehemiah had here, sect. 6. 
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read to them, they were instructed to be righteous men for 
the fMTesent and for the future i but as for their past offences, 
they were displeased at themselves, and proceeded to shed 
tears on their account, as considering, with themselves, that 
if they kept the law, they had endured none of these mi- 
series which they had experienced. But when Esdras saw 
them in this disposition, he bade them go home, and not 
weep, for that it was a festival, and that they ought not to 
weep thereon, for that it was not lawful so to do *. He ex- 
horted them rather to proceed immediately to feasting, and 
to do what was suitable to a feast, and what was agreeable 
to a day of joy, but to let their repentance and sorrow for 
their former sins be a security and guard to them, that they 
fell no more into the like offences. So upon Esdras^ exhor- 
tation, they began to feast ; and when they had so done for 
eight days in their tabernacles, they departed to their own 
homes, singing hymns to God, and returning thanks to Es- 
dras, for his reformation of what corruptions had been intro- 
duced into their settlement. So it came to pass, that after 
he had obtained this reputation among the people, he died 
an old man, and was buried in a magnificent manner at Je- 
rusalem. About the same time it happened also, that Joacim 
the high-priest died ; and his son Eliasib succeeded in the 
high-priesthood. 

6. Now there was ome of those Jews who had been carried 
captive, who was cupt)earer to king Xerxes ; his name waft 
Nehemiah. As this man was walkmg before Susa, the me- 
tropolis of the Persians, he heard some strangers that were 
entering the city after a long journey, speaking to one ano- 
ther in the Hebrew tongue ; so he went to them, and asked 
them whence they came. And when their answer was, that 
they came from Judea, he began to inquire of them again in 
what state the multitude was, and in what condition Jerusa- 
lem was. And when they replied that they were in a bad 
state, for that their walls were thrown down to the ground, 
and that the neighbouring nations did a great deal of mischief 
to the Jews, while in the day time they overran the country 
and pillaged it, and in the night did them mischief, insomuch 
that not a few were led away captive out of the country and 
out of Jerusalem itself, and that the roads were in the day 
time found full of dead men f. Hereupon Nehemiah shed 

* This rule of Esdras, not to fast on a festiTa] day, is quoted in the Apos- 
tolical constitutions, B. v. as obtaining among Christians alsob 

•I- This miserable condition of the Jews, and their capital, must hare been 
after the death of Esdras, their former goremor, and before Nehemiah cime 
with his commission to build the walls of Jerusalem. Nor is that at all dis- 
agreeable to these histories in Jotephn^, since Esdras oame on the 7th, sad 
Nehemiah not till the 26th of Xerxes, at the interval of 18 years. 
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tears, out of commiseration of the calamities (^ his country- 
men ; and looking up to heaven, he said, <* How Icngf O 
Lord, wilt thou ovenqok our nation, while it suffers so great 
miseries, and while we are made the prey and the spoil of all 
«en P*^ And while he stayed at the gate, and lamented thus, 
tme told him that the king was going to sit down to supper ; 
so he made haste, and went as be was, without washing him- 
'self, to mioister to the king in his office of oupt>earer. But 
as the king was very pleasant after supper, and more cheer- 
ful than usual, he cast his eyes on Nehemiah, and seeing him 
look sad, he asked htm why he was sad. Whereu|)on he 
fMRayed to God to give him favour, and afford him the power 
tif persuading by hk words, and said, ** flow can I, O long, 
-iqppear odierwise than thus, and not be in trouble, while ^ 
-Mar that the walb of Jerusalem, the city where arfe the se- 
pdchres ^f my fathers^ are thrown down to the grrand, and 
tblit its gates are consumed by fire ; but do thou gram me 
the fiivour to go and build its waU, and to finirii the ouilcHng 
-ef the temple.'* Accordingly the king gave him A signal^ 
Itkat he fresAy granted faim what hie asked, and told htm that 
ht should carry im epistle to the gov^emors, that diey miglft 
ipay hUn dne honour, and aflford him whatsoever assintaiiciie 
he wanted, and as he pleased. <^ Leave off thy soorrow, then» 
(said the king), and be cheerful in the performanoe of thy 
'•office hoieafter.''' So Nehemiah worshimMid God, and gave 
the king thanks for his proibise, and cleared up his sad and 
olimidy countenanee, by the pleasure be had from the king^« 
jnoamek. Accordingly, the king called for him the lieidt 
day, and gave him an epistfe to be carried to Adeus, the go^ 
Vefnor of Syria, and Pmniciaj and Samaria; wherein -he eeift 
to him to pay due honomr to Nehemiah, and to supply him 
with what he wanted for his buildings 

7. Now when he had leome to Babylon^ and had takeh 
witfi him many of his countrymen^ who yolutitarily follow^ 
him, he came to Jerusalem in the twenty alid tlfdi year of 
the reign of Xerxes. And when he had «hown ike ejsistks 
to God *, he gave them to Adeus, and to the other govel^aors. 
He also called together all the people Do JerusalettH and 
(stood in the midst of the temple, and made the following 
speech to them: ^< Yon know, O Jews,^ that God hath. kept 
our fikhers Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in aiind oon'ti- 
nually ; and for the sake of their righteousness hath not left 



* This ahowhi]^ king Xente* epistles td Ood, or layinigf them open hefifre 
?Ood, in tbe tetnfSe. h Very like tbe laying dpen the epistles of Sermturberib 
4ieftire him also by Hefleldah, 2 Kings zi^. l4, Isa. txxvu. 14, although this 
-hik Was for a taemonal fo pnt him in mind of the enemies, in order to move 
'that diVine 'ocHtipaMioin, and the present as a tMcen tyf gratitude for mercies 
already received, as Ifavercamp well observes on thfs place. 
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dff the care <>f vou : indeed he hath assisted me in gaining 
this authority of the king to raise up our trail tad finiBn what 
is warning o( the temple. I dedire you, therefore, who irell 
know the ill will our neighbouriiig nations bear to us» and 
that when they once are made sensible that we are in earileWt 
about building, they will coifie upon us, and contrive many 
ways of obstrocting our works, tbat you will, in the fiM 
place, put your trust in €rod, as in him that will assist ob 
against their hatred, and to intenkiit building neither night 
nor day, but to use all diligence, and hasten on the w6rk, 
now we have this especial opportunity for it.^ When he had 
said this, he gave order that the rulers should measure the 
wall, and part the work of it "among the people, adcorcfing to 
their villages and cities, as every one-s ability should require. 
And When he had added this promise, that he himself, wSth 
bis servants, would assist them, he dissolved the assembly. 
So the Jews prepared for the work : that is the name they 
are icalled by from the day that they eame up from Babylon, 
which is taken from the tribe of Jndah, which came fiirst t6 
these places, and thence both they and the country gained 
that mfpellation. 

8. But now, when the' Ammonites, «nd Moabites, and 
Btaiaritans, and all that inhabited Celesyiia^ beard Aat the 
building went on apace, they took it heinously, and proceeded 
to lay snares for them, and to hinder their intentions. They 
also slew many of the Jews, and sought bow they might de- 
stroy Nehemiab himself, by hiring some of the forei|;ner8 to 
Icill him. They also put the Jews in fear, and dtstuilyed 
them, and spread abroisid rumours, as if many nations Wite 
ready to make an expedition agamst them, by which miMk 
they were harassed, and had almost left off the Duilding. Btit 
none of these things could deter Nehemiah from being dili- 

Snt about the work : he only set a number of men about 
jn aa^a guard to his body, and so unweariedly persevered 
therein, and was inMmsible of any trouble, otrt of his 4eAt^ 
to perfect his work.. And thus did he attentively, and mib 
great forecast, take care of his own safety^ not that he feared 
death, but out of this persuasion, that if he was dead, the 
walls for his citizens would never be raised. He also gave 
orders that the builders should keep their ranks, and nave 
their armour on while they were building. Acebrdiiygty, the 
mason had his sword on, as well as he that brought the ma- 
terials for building. He also appointed that tneir shields 
should lie very near them ; and he placed trumpeters at every 
five hundred feet, and charged them, that if their enemies 
appeared, they should give notice of it to the people, that 
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they might fight in their armour, and their enemies might 
not fall upon them naked. He ajso went about the compass 
of the city by night, being never discouraged, neither about 
the work itself, nor about his own diet and sleep ; foi^he 
made no use of those things for his pleasure, but out of ne- 
cessity. And this trouble he underwent for two years and 
four months * ; for in so long a time was the wall built, in 
the twenty-eighth year of the reign of Xerxes, in the ninth 
month. Now when the walls were finished, Nehemiah and 
the multitude offered sacrifices to God for the building of 
them, and they continued in feasting eight days. Howeveff 
when the nations which dwelt in Syria heard that the build- 
ing of the wall was finished, they had indignation at it. But , 
when Nehemiah saw that the city was thin of people, he ez» 
horted the priests and Levites that they would leave the 
country, and remove themselves to the city, and there contU 
nue ; and he built them houses at his own expense ; and he 
commanded that part of the people which were employed in 
cultivating the land to bring the tithes of their fruits to Jeru- 
salem, that the priests and the Levites, having whereof they 
might live perpetually, might not leave the divine worship; 
who willingly hearkened to the constitutions of Nehemiah, 
by which means the city Jerusalem came to be. fuller of 
people than it was before. So when Nehemiah had done 
many other excellent things, and things worthy of commen- 
dation, in a glorious manner, he came to a great age, and 
then died. He was a man of a good and righteous dispo- 
sition, and very ambitious to make his own nation happy ; 
and he hath left the walls of Jerusalem as an eternal nuv 
nument for himself. Now this was done in the days of 
Jkerxes. 

* It may not be very improper to remark here, with what an unusual ac« 
curacy Josephus determines these years of Xerxes, in which the walls of Jtn- 
rusalem were built, Tiz.ithat Neluuniah came with his commission on the SMh 
of Xerxes ; that the walls were two years four months in building : and that 
they were finished on the 28th of Xerxes, § 7* A* It may also be remarked 
farther, that Josephus hardly erer mentions more than one infallible astro^ 
nomical character, I mean an edipse of the moon, and this a little before tha 
death of Herod the Great, Antiq. B. xvii. ch. vi. § 4. Now on these two 
chronolc^cal characters in a great measure depend some of the most import- 
ant points belonging to Christianity, viz. the explication of Daniel's 70 weeiks, 
and the duration of our Saviour's ministry, and the time of his death, in oor^ 
xvipondenoe to those 70 weeks. See the Skipplement to the liiu Accomp. oC 
Proph. page 72. 
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CHAP. VI. 

CoHcemifijP EHker *, and Mardecai^ and ffatnan : and haWf 
in ike Keign of Artaxerxea^ the whcle Nation qf the Jewi 
was in Danger of perishing, 

§ 1. Aftbb the death of Xerxes^ the kingdom came to be 
tnmsferred to his son Cyrus, whom the Greeks called Artax^ 
erxts. When this man had obtained the government over 
the Persians, the whole nation of the Jews, with their wives 
and children, were in danger of perishing; the occasion 
whereof we shall declare in a little time : for it is proper, in 
the £rst place, to explain somewhat relating to this king, and 
how he came to marry a Jewbh wife, who was herself of the 
royal family also, and who is related to have saved our na- 
ticm ; for when Artaxerxes had taken the kingdom, and had 
set governors over the hundred and twenty-seven provinces, 
from India even unto Ethiopia, in the third year of his reign, 
he made a costly feast for his friends, and for the nations of 
Perna, and for their governors, such an one as was proper 
for a king to make, when he had a mind to make a public 
demonstration of his riches, and this for a hundred and four 
score days ; after which he mrdc a feast for other nations^ 
and for their ambassadors, at sihushan, for seven days. Now 
this feast was ordered after the manner following : He caused 
a tent to be pitched, which, was supported by pillars of gold 
and silver, with curtains of linen and purple spread over 
them, that it might afford room for many ten thousands to sit 

* Bince some sceptical penons are willing to discharge this book of Esther 
as no true history ; and even our learned and judicious DrrWall, in his late 
posthumous critical notes Upon all the other Hebrew books of the Old Testa- 
ment, gives us none upon the Canticles or upon Esther, and seems thereby 
to give up this book, as well as he gives up the Canticles, as indefensible \ 
I shall venture to say, that almost all the objections Against this book of 
Esther are gone at once, if, as we certainly ought to do, and as Dean Pri- 
deaux has justly done, we place this history under Artaxerxes Longimanus, 
ai do both the Septuagint interpreters and Josephus. The learned Dr Lecf, 
In his posthumous dissertation on the second book of Esdras, page 26, also 
says that '^ the truth of this history is demonstrated by the feast of Purim, 
kept up from that time to this very day : and this surprising providential 
revolution* in favour of a captive people, thereby constantly commemorated^ 
ttandeth even upon a firmer basis than that there ever was such a man as 
king Alexander [the Great] in the world, of whose reign there is no such 
abiding monument at this day to be found anywhere. Nor will thev, I dare 
say, who quarrel at this, or any other of the sacred histories, find it a very 
easy matter to reconcile the different accounts which were given by historians 
of the affairs of this king, or to confirm any one fact of his whatever, with 
the ssdie eriden^ which is here given for the principal fact in the sacred 
book, or even so much as to prove the existence of such a person, of whom 
so great things arc related, but upon granting this book of Esther, or sixth of 
Esdras (as it is pliced in some of the roost ancient copies of the vulgate), to 
be a most tnie and c«rUin history/* 

VOL. II. 1 
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down. The cups with which the waiters ministered were of 
gold, and adorned with precious stones, for pleasure and for 
nght. He also gave order to the servants that they should 
not force them to drink, b; bringing them wine continually, 
as is the practice of the Persians, but to permit every one of 
the guests to enjoy himself according to nis own inclination. 
Moreover, he sent messengers through the country, and gav^ 
order that they should have a remission of their labours, and 
should keep a festival many days, on account of his kingdom. 
Ill like manner did Vashti the queen gather her guests tc^e-r 
ther, and made them a feast in the palace. Now the king 
was desirous to show her, who exceeded all other women in 
beauty, to those that feasted vnih him, and sent some to 
command her to come to his feast. But she, out of regard 
to the laws of the Persians, which forbid the wives to be seea 
by strangers, did not go to the kins^ * ; and though he often- 
times sent the eunuchs to her, she did nevertheless stay away, 
and refused to come, till the king was so much irritated that 
he brake up the entertainment, and rose up, and called for 
those seven who had the interpretation of the laws commit* 
ted to them, and accused his wife, and said that he had been 
oiTronted by her, because that when she was frequently called 
by him to his feast, she did not obey him once. He there- 
fore gave order that they should inform him what could b^ 
done by the law against hen So one of ihem, whose namq 
was Memucan^ said, that ^^ this affront was offered not to 
him alone, but to all the Persians, who were in danger of 
leading their lives very ill with their wives, if they must be 
thus despised by them ; for that none of their wives would 
have any reverence for their husbands, if they had such an 
example of afrogance in the queen towards thee, who rulest 
over all.^^ Accordingly he exhorted him to punish her, who 
had been guilty of so great an affront to him, afler a severe 
manner ; and when he had so done, to publish to the nations 
what had been decreed about the queen. So the resolution 
was, to put Vashti away, and to give her dignity to another 
woman. 

* If the Chaldee paraphrast be in the right, that Artazerzeti intended to 
■how Vashti to hi« guests naked, it is no wonder at all that she would hot 
nibmit to such an indignity ; but still, if it were not so gross as that, yet 
night it, in the king*8 cups, be done in a way so indecent, as the Pergian laws 
would not then bear more than the common laws of modesty. And that the 
king had some such design seems not improbable, for otherwise the principal 
of these royal guests could be no strangers to the queen, nor unapprised of 
her beauty, so far as decencv admitted. However, since Providence was. 
now paving the way for the introduction of a Jewess into the king's affec* 
tfoni, in order to bring about one of the most wonderful deliverances which 
the Jewihh or any nation evejr had, we need not be farther solicitous about 
the motives hy which the king was induced to. divorce VaKhti, and marry 
.Ksther. 
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2. But the king; having been fond cf her, did not well 
bear a separatiou, and yet by the law be could not admit of 
a reconciliation, so he was under trouble, as not having it in 
his power to do what he desired to do. But -when his mends 
saw him so uneasy, they advised him to cast the memory of 
his wife, and his love for her, out of his mind, but to send 
abroad over all the habitable earth, and to search out for 
comely virgins^ and to take her whom he should like best for 
his wife, because his passion for his former wifb would be 
quenched by the introduction of another, and the kindness 
he had for Vashti would be withdrawn from her, and be 
placed on her that was with him. Accordingly he was per- 
suaded to follow this advice, and gave order to certain per- 
sons to choose out of the virgins that were in his kingdoms 
those that were esteemed the most comely. So when a great 
number of these virgins were gathered together, there wtir 
found a damsel in Babylon, both whose parents were dclftdj ' 
and she was brought up with hei* uncle Mordccai, for that 
was her nucleus name. This uncle was of the tribe of Ben- 
jamin, and was one of the principal persons among the Jews. 
Now it proved that this damsel, whose name was Eaihef*, 
was the most beautiful of all the rest, and that the grace of 
her countenance drew the eyes of the spectators principally 
upon her ; so she was committed to one of the eunuchs to 
take care of her ; and she was very exactly provided mth 
sweet odours, in great plenty, and with costly ointments, 
such as her body required to be anointed withal ; and this 
was used for si( months by the virgins, who were in number 
four hundred. And when the eunuch thought the virginii' 
had been sufficiently purified, in the fore-mentioned time, 
and were now fit to go to the king^s bed, he sent one to be 
with the king every day. So when he had accompanied with 
her, he sent her back to the eunuch ; and when Esther had 
come to him, he was pleased with her, and fell in love with 
the damsel, and married her, and made her his lawful wife, 
and kept a wedding feast for her on the twelfth month of thc= 
seventh year of his reign, which was called Adar. He also 
sent angaria as they are called, or messengers, unto every 
nation, and gave orders that they should keep a feast for hii 
marriage, while he himself treated the Persians aiid the~ 
Medesy and the principal men of the nations, for a whole 
month, on account of this his marriage. Accordingly Esther 
came to his royal palace, and he set a diadem on iier head : 
and thus was Esther married, without making known to the 
king what nation she was derived from. Her uncle also re- 
moved from Babylon to Shushan, and dwelt there, being 
every day about the palace, and inquiring how the damsel 

I 2 
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did, for he loved her as though she had been his own daugh- 
ter. 

3. Now the king made a law, that none of his own people 
should approach him unless they were called, when he sat 
upon his throne * ; and men with axes in their hands stood 
round about his throne, in order to punish such as approached 
to him without being called. However, the king sat with a 
golden sceptre in his hand, which he held out when he had a 
mind to save any one of those that approached to him with- 
out being called ; and he who touched it was free from dan- 
ger. But of this matter we have discoursed sufficiently. 

4. Some time after this [two eunuchs] Bigthan and Teresh, 
plotted against the king ; and Barnabazus, the servant of one 
of the eunuchs, being by birth a Jew, was acquainted with 
'their conspiracy, and discovered it to the queen's uncle ; and 

Mordecai, by the means of Esther, made the conspirators 
known to the king. This troubled the king ; but he disco- 
vered the truth, and hanged the eunuchs upon a cross, while 
at that time he gave no reward to Mordecai, who bad been 
the occasion of his preservation. He only bid the scribes to 
set down bis name m the records, and bid him stay in the 
palace, as an intimate friend of the king's. 

5. Now there was one Haman, the son of Ammedatha, 
by birth an Amalekite, that used to go in to the king ; and 
the foreigners and Persians worshipped him, as Artaxerxea 
had commanded that such honour should be paid to him ; 
but Mordecai was so wise, and so observant of his own coun- 
try's laws, that he would not worship "f* the man. When 
Haman observed this, he inquired whence he came ; and 
when he understood that he was a Jew, he had indignation 
at him, and said within himself, that " whereas the Persians, 
who were free men, worshipped him, this man, who was not 
better than a slave, does not vouchsafe to do so."** And when 
he desired to punish Mordecai, he thought it too small a 
thing to request of the king that he alone might be punished ;. 
he rather determined to abolish the whole nation, for he was 
naturally an enemy to the Jews, because the nation of the 

* Herodotus sayii, that this Uw [against any one*8 coming uncaDed to the 
kings of Persia when they were sitting on their thrones, was first enacted hy 
Deiocea [t. e. by him who first withdrew the Medes from the dominion of the 
Assyrians, and himself first reig^ned over them]. Thus, also, says Spanheim» 
stood guards, with their axes, about the throne of Tenus, or Tenudus, that 
the offender might by them be punished immediately. 

'f Whether this adoration required of Mordecai to Haman were by him 
deemed too like the adoration due only to God, as Josephns seems here to 
think, as well as the Septuagint interpreters also, by their trannlation of Eat. 
ziii. 13, 13, 14, or whether he thought he ought to pay no sort of adoration 
to an Amalekite, which nation had been such great sinners as to have been 
' niiiirersally devoted to destruction by God himself, Exod. xvii. 14, 15, 16, 3 
Sam. XV. la, or whether both causes concurred, cannot now, I doubt, be en- 
*"'-"^ 40tennined. 
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AmalekiteSy of which he was, had been destroyed by them. 
Accordingly he came to the king, and accused them, saying, 
*^ There is a certain wicked nation, and it is dispersed over 

' all the habitable earth that was under his dominion ; a nation 
separate from others, unsociable, neither admiting the same 
sort of divine worship that others do, nor using laws like to 
■the laws of others $ at enmity with thy people, and with all 
men, both in their manners and practices. Now, if thou wilt 
be a ben^actor to thy subjects, thou wilt give order to de- 
stroy them utterly, and not leave the least remains of them, 
nor preserve any of them, either for slaves or for captives.**^ 

' But that the king might not be damnified by the loss of the 

^ tributes which the Jews paid him, Haman promised to give 
him out of his own estate forty thousand talents whensoever 
he pleased ; and he said he would pay this money very will- 
ingly, that the -kingdom might be freed from such a misfor- 
tune. 

6. When Haman had made this petition, the king both 

' forgave him the money and granted him the men, to do what 
he would with them. So Haman, having gained what he 
de»red, sent out immediately a decree, as from the king, to 
all nations, the contents whereof were these : '^ Artaxerxes 
the great king, to the rulers of the hundred and twenty-seven 

Provinces, from India to Ethiopia, sends this writing: Whereas 
have governed many nations, and obtuned the dominion of 
all the habitable earth, according to my desire, and have not 
been obliged to do any thing that is insolent or cruel to my 
subjects by such my power, but have showed myself mild 
and gentle, by taking care of their peace and cood order, and 
' have sought how they might enjoy those blessings for all 
time to come : And whereas I have been kindly informed by 
Haman, who, on account of his prudence and justice, is the 
iirst in my esteem and in dignity, and only second to myself, 
for his fidelity and constant good will to me, that there is an 
ill-natured nation intermixed with all mankind, that is averse 
to our laws, and not subject to kings, and of a different con- 
duct of life from others, that hateth monarchy, and of a dis- 
position that is pernicious to our affairs, I give order that all 
these men, of whom Haman, our second father, hath in- 
formed us, be destroyed, with their wives and children, and 
that none of them l>e spared, and that none prefer pity to 
them before obedience to this decree* And this I will to be 
executed on the fourteenth day of the twelfth month of this 
present year, that so, when all that have enmity to^" us are 
destroyed, and this in one day, we may be allowed to lead 
the rest of our lives in peace hereafter." Now when this 
decree was brought to the cities, and to the country, all were 
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ready for the destruction and entire rtholiAimwt of the JeiKs, 
against the day before mentioned ; and they were very hasty 
about it at Shushan in parUoular. Accordmgly the king and 
Hainan spent their time in feasting together with good cheer 
and wine, but the city Was in disorder. 

7. Now when Mordecai was informed of what was done, 
he rent his clothes, and put on sackcloth, and sprinkled ashes 
upon his head, and went about the city crying out, that 
^ a nation, that had been injurious to no man, was to be 
destroyed.^ And he went on saying thus as far as to the 
king's palace, and there he stood, for it was not lawful for 
him to go into it in that habit. The same thins was done 
by all the Jews that were in the several cities nmerein this 
decree was published, with lamentation and moumiBg, on 
account of the calamities denounced against them. But as 
soon as certain persons had told the queen that Mordecai 
stood before the court in a mourning habit, she was disturbed 
at this report, and sent out such as should change his gar- 
ments ; but when he could not be induced to put off his 
aackdoth, because the sad occasion that forced him to put it 
on was not yet ceased, she called the eunuch Acratheus, for 
he was then present, and sent him to Mordecai, in order to 
know of him what sad accident had befallen him, for which 
he Wjas in mourning, and would not put off the habit he had 
put on at her desire. Then did Mordecai inform the eunuch 
of the occasion of his mourning, and of the decree whidi 
was sent by the king into all the country, and of die promise 
of money whereby Haman bought the destruction of their 
nation. He also gave him a copy of what was {M^oclaimed 
at Shushan, to be carried to Esther ; and he charged her to 
petition the king about this matter, and not to think u a disho- 
nourable thing in her to put on an humble habit for the safety 
of her nation, wherein she might deprecate the ruin of the 
Jews, who were in danger of it ; for that Haman, whose 
dignity was only inferior to that of the king'^s, bad accused 
the Jews, and had irritated the king against them. When 
she was informed of this, she sent to Mordecai again, and 
told him that she was not called by the king, and that he who 
goe^ in to him without being called is to be slain, unless, 
wh^n he is willing to save any one, he holds out his golden 
^ceptre to him ; but that to whomsoever he does so, although 
he go in without being called, that person is so far from be- 
ing slain, that he obtains pardon, and is entirely preserved. 
Now nchen the eunuch carried this message from Esther to 
Mordecai, he bade him also tell her that she must not only 
provide for her own preservation, but for the common pre- 
jervation of her nation; for that, if she now neglected this 
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iopportunity, there would certainly arise help to tbetn from 
God some other way, but that she and her father's hou^e 
would be destroyed by those whom she now despised. But 
EMher flentthe very same eunuch back to Mordecai, [to de- 
iNre him] to go to Shushan, and to gather the JewH that 
were theiie together to a congregation, and to fast, and to 
abstttta from all sorts of food on her account, and to [let him 
know that] she with her maidens would do the same ; AAd 
then she promised that she would go to the king, though it 
wer^ agaiAst the law, and that, if she must die for it, she 
would not refuse it. 

8. Accordingly Mordecai did as Esther had enjoined him* 
and made the people fast ; and he besought God, together 
with them, *^ not to overlook his nation, particularly at thi^ 
time, when it was going to be destroyed, but that, as he h&d 
often before provided for them, and forgiven when they had 
sinned, so he would now deliver them from that destruction 
which was denounced against them ; for although it was not 
all the nation that had offended, yet must they so ingloriously 
be slain ; and that he was himself the occasion of tne wiiith 
of Haman, because, said he, I did not worship him, nor 
could I endure to pay that honour to him which I used to pay 
to thee, O Lord ; for upon that his anger hath he contrived 
this present mischief against those that have not transgressed 
thy laws." The same supplications did the multitude put 
up ; and entreated that God would provide for their deliver- 
anice, and free the Israelite^ that were in all the earth, from 
this calamity which was now coming upon them, for they 
had it before their eyes, and expected its coming. Accorcl- ' 
ingly Esther made supplication to Ood after the manner of 
her country, by casting herself down upon the earth, and 
putting on her mourning garments, and bidding farewell to 
meat and drink, and all delicacies, for three days' time \ and 
she entreated God to have mercy upon her, and to make her 
words appear persuasive to the xin^, and render her counte- 
nance more beautiful than it was before, that both by her 
words and beauty she might succeed, for the averting of the 
king's anger, in case he were at all irritated against her, and 
for the consolation of those in her own country, now they 
wbre ill the utmost danger of perishing ; as also that he would 
excite an hatred in the king against die enemies of the JeW^, 
and those that had contrived their future destruction, if they 
proved to be contemned by him. 

9. When Esther had used this supplication for three days, 
she put oiF those garments, and cnanged her habit, and 
adorned herself as became a queen, and took two of her 
handmaids with her, th^ dne of which supported hor, sl% slie 
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ffently leaned upon her, and the other fiollowed after, and 
Bftedf upher large train (which swept along the ground) with 
t^e extremitea of her fingers. And thus she came to the 
king, having a blushing redness ^n her countenance, with a 
pleasant agreeableness m her behaviour ; yet did she go in 
to him wiu fear, and as soon as she was come over against 
)iim, as he was ntting on his throne, in his royal apparel, 
which was a garment interwoven with gold and precious 
stones, which made him seem to her more terrible, eqiedally 
when he looked at her somewhat severely, and with a coun- 
tenance on fire with anger, her joints failed her immediately, 
out of the dread she was in, and she fell down sideways in a 
swoon : but the king changed his mind, which happened, as 
I suppose, by the will of God, and was concerned for his 
wife, lest her fear should bring some very evil tbin^^ upon 
her, and he leaped from his throne, and took her in bis arms, - 
and recovered her, by embracing her, and speaking comfmt- 
ably to her, and exhorting her to be of good cheer, and not 
to suspect any thing that was sad on account of her coming 
to him without being called, because the law was made for 
subjects, but that she, who was a queen, as well as he a king, 
might be entirely secure ; and as he sud this, he put the 
sceptre into her hand, and laid his rod upon her neck, on ac- 
count of the law, and so freed her from her fear. And after 
she had recovered herself by these encouragements, she said, 
« My Lord, it is not easy for me, on the sudden, to say vhat 
hath nappened, for as soon as I saw thee to be great, and 
comely, and terrible, my spirit departed from me, and I had 
no soul left in me.'^ And while it was with difficulty, and in 
a low voice, that she could say thus much, the king was in 
great agony and disorder, and encouraged Esther to be of 
good cheer, and to expect better fortune, since he was ready,' 
if occasion should require it, to grant to her the half of the 
Jungdom. Accordingly Estlier desired that he and his friend 
Haman would come to her to a banquet, for she said she 
had prepared a supper for him. He consented to it; and 
.when thev were there, as they were drinking, he bid Esther 
to '* let nim know what she desired, for that she should not 
be disappointed, though she should desire the half of fab 
kingdom.** But she put off the discovery of her petition till 
thcoext day, if he would come again, together with Haman, 
to her banquet 

10. Now when the king had promised so to do, Haman 

went away very glad, because he alone had the honour of 

supping with the king at Esther's banquet, and because no 

one else partook of the same honour with kings but himself; 

yet when he saw Mordecai in the court, be was very much 
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displeased, for be paid biro no manner of respect wb^n be 
saw bim. So be went borne, and called for bis wife Zeresb, 
and bis friends, and wben tbey were come, be sbowcd tbem 
what bonour be enjoyed, not only from tbe king, but from 
tbe queen also, for as be alone bad tbat day supped witb ber 
togetner witb the king, so was be also invited againfor tbe next 
day ; yet, said he, am I not pleased to see Mordecai tbe Jew 
in tbe court. Hereupon bis wife Zeresb advised bim to give 
order tbat a gallowsr should be made fifty cubits high, and 
that in tbe morning he should ask it of tbe king that Morde- 
cai might be banged thereon. So be commended her advice, 
and gave order to bis servants to prepare tbe gallows, and 
to place it in tbe court, for the punishment of Mordecai 
thereoui which was accordingly prepared. But God laughed 
to scorn the wicked expectations of Haman, and as be knew 
what the event would be, he was delighted at it ; for that 
night be took away the king^s sleep, and as the king was not 
willing to lose the time of his laying awake, but to spend it 
in something tbat might be of advantage to his kingdom, be 
commanded the scribe to bring him the chronicles of the 
former kings, and the records of bis own actions ; and when 
he had brought them, and was reading them, one was found 
to have received a country on account of his excellent ma- 
nagement on a certain occasion, and the name of the country 
was set down ; another was found to have had a present 
made him on account of his fidelity ; then the scribe came to 
Bigthanand Teresh, the eunuchs tbat bad made a conspiracy 
against the king, which Mordecai had discovered ; and when 
the scribe said no more but that, and was going on to ano* 
ther history, the king stopped him, and inquired, ** Whether 
it was not added tbat Mordecai bad a reward given bim ?^ 
and when be said there was no such addition, he bid him 
leave off, and he inquired of those that were appointed for 
tbat purpose, what nour of tbe night it was ; and when be 
was informed that it was already day, he gave order, tbat if 
they found any one of his friends already come, and standing 
before the court, tbey should tell him. Now it happened 
that Haman was found there, for be was come sooner than 
ordinary to petition tbe king to have Mordecai put to death ; 
and wben tbe servants said tbat Haman was before the court, 
be bid tbem call bim in ; and wben be was come in, be said, 
'< Because I know that thou art my only fast friend, I desire 
thee to give me advice, how I may bonour one that I greatly 
love, and tbat after a manner suitable to my magnificence." 
Now Haman reasoned witb himself, that what opinion he 
should give, it would be for himself, since it was he alone 
who was beloved liy the king : so be gave bim tbat advice 



122 ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEM^S. HOOk XL 

tihich tie tbougbt of all others the best ; fbr he sud, «< If 
thou wouldst ttiilv honour a man whom thou sayest thou dost 
love, give order that he may ride on horseback, with the siune 
frament which thofu weareelt, and with a gold chain about his 
neck, and let one of thy intimate friends go before him, and 

CDclaim through the whole dty, that whosoe^cfr the king 
noureth obtaineth this mark of his honour."** This was the 
mdviee which Haman gave, out of a supposal that sudi re- 
ward would come to himself. Hereupon the king waft 
pleased widi the advice, and said, << Go thou, therefore, for 
thou hast the horse, the garment, and the chun, ask For 
Mordecai the Jew, and give him those things, and go before 
Us horse, and proclaim accordingly ; for, said he, thou art 
Iny inumate friend, and hast jnven me good advice ; be thbu, 
then, the minister of what thou hast advised me ^o. Thift 
rindl be his rewat^ from us, for preserving my life.'* When 
he heard this order, which was entirely unexpected, h^ was 
eotifounded in his mind, and knew not what to do. However, 
he w«nt ont and led the horse, lind took the purple garment 
and tlie golden chain for the neck, and finding Mordecai 
befbre the court, clothed in sackcloth, he bade him put that 
garment off, and put the purple garment on. But Mordecai, 
not knowing the truth of the matter, but thinking that it was 
done in mockery, said, <^ O thou wretch, the vilest of all 
mankind, doM thou thus laugh at our calamities ?" But when 
he was satisfied that the king bestowed this honour upon 
him, for the deliv^erance he had procured him, when he con- 
victed the eunuchs who had conspired against him, he put 
on that purple garment which the king always Wore, and put 
the chain about his neck, and got on horseback, and went 
round the city, while Haroan went before, and proclaimed, 
^ This shall be the reward which the king will bestow dn 
every one whom he loves, and esteems worthy of honour.^' 
And when they had gone found the city, Mordecai went in 
to the king, but Haman went home, out of shame, and in- 
formed his wife and fHends of what had happened, and thb 
with tears, who said, that '' he would never be lible to be 
revenged on Mordecai, for that God waH with hikfi.'* 

11. Now, while these men were thus talking one to ano- 
ther, Esther's eunuchs hastened Haman away to cottie to 
supper ( but one of the eunuchs, named Sabucbadaft, saW the 
gailowi that wad fixed in Haman's house, and inqtiired of 
one of his servants for what purpose they had prepared it. 
So he knew that it was for the queen's uncle, because Hanlliti 
was about to petition the kitig that be might be punished ; 
but at present he held hid peace. Now wh^n the king, with 
Hainan, wAs at the banquet) h6 desin^ the queen to tell him 
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what gift she denied to obtam, and assured her that she 
•bouM have <«bat8oever ^she bad a 'mind to. She then la- 
mented the danger her people <were in ; «nd said, ^at <* she 
and her nation were given up to 'be destroyed^ and that she, 
on that account) made this her petition ; that ehe riiould not 
have troubled him if he had -only given'Order that they tfbould 
he -sold into bitter servitude, for such a misfortune would not 
hanne been intolerable ; but abe denred that they <might tie 
dcdivered from such a destruction.^ And when the kmg in- 

Jmred of her who was the author of this misery to them, she 
hen openly accused Haman, and convicted him, tlhat be had 
been the wicked instrument of this, and had foniied this plot 
against them. When the king was hereupon in diaoraer, 
«Bd was gone hastily out of the banquet tnto die gardens, 
Haman benn to iatci*cede with Esther, and to beseech her 
to forgive him, as to what he had ofended, for be perceived 
lUiat be was in a very bad case. And as he had fallen upon 
ihe queen's bed, and was making supplication to her, the king 
came in, and being still more provoked at what he saw, ^ O 
thou wretch (said be), thou vifest of all mankind, dost thou 
aim to force my wife ?*^ And when Haman was astonished 
at this, and not able to speak one word more, Sabuchadas 
the eunuch came in, and accused Haman, and saiid, ^ He 
fcHind a gallows at his house, prepared for Mordecai, for thai 
his servant told him so much, upon his inquiry, when he was 
tent to him to call him to supper."* He said farther, that 
*< the gallows was fifty cubits high.'" Which when the king 
heard, be determined that Haman should be punished after 
no other manner than that which had been devised by him 
against Mordecai : so he gave order immediately that he 
should be hung upon those gedlows, and be put to cfeath after 
that manner. And from hence I cannot forbear to admire 
God, and to learn hence his wisdom and his justice, not only 
in punishing the wickedness of Haman, but in so dispoung 
it that he should undergo the very same punishment which 
he had contrived for another ; as, also, because thereby he 
teaches others this lesson, that what mischiefs any one pre- 
pares against another, he, without knowing of it, first con- 
trives it against himself. 

IS. Wherefore Haman, who had immoderately abused the 
honour he had from the king, was destroyed after this man- 
ner, and the king granted his estate to the queen. He aho 
called for Mordecai (for Esther had informed him that she 
was akin to him), and gave that ring to Mordecai which he 
had before given to Haman. The queen also ^ave Haman^s 
estate to Mordecai ; and prayed the king to dehver the nation 
of the Jews from the fear.(» death, and showed him what 
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' had been written over all the country bj Haman the son of 
. Ammedatha ; for that if hter country were destroyed, and her 

• eountrydfien were to perishi she could not bear to live herself 
.-any longer. So the King promised her, that he would not 

dp any thing that should be disagreeable to her, nor contra- 
Jdici wha^she desired, but he bid her write what she pleased 
-about the Jews, in the king^s name, and seal it with his seal, 
' and send it to all his kingdom, for that those whose read epis- 
. dies whose authority is secured by having the king^s seal to 
'them, would in no way contradict what was written therein. 
;So he commanded the king^s scribes to be (sent for, and to 
■write to the nations on the Jews' behalf, and to his lieutenants 
,and ffovemors, that were over his hundred and twenty-seven 
^provinces, from India to Ethiopia. Now the contents of this 
' epistle were these * : '* The great king Artaxerxes to our 
Jrulers, and those that are our faithful subjects, sendeth, greet- 
ing: many men there are, who» on account of the greatness 
of the benefits bestowed on them, and because of the honour 
-which they have obtained from the wonderful kind treatment 
of those that bestowed it, are not only injurious to their in- 
.feriors, but do not scruple to do evil to those that have been 
: their benefactors, as if they would take away gratitude from 

• among men, and by their insolent abuse of such benefits as 
they never expected, they turn the abundance they have 
wainst those that are the authors of it, and suppose they 
shall lie concealed from God in that case, and avoid that 
vengeance which comes from him. Some of these men, 
when they have had the management of affairs committed to 
them by their friends, and bearing private malice of their own 
against some others, by deceiving those that have the power, 

Eersuade them to be angry at such as have done them no 
arm, till they are in danger of perishing, and this by laying 
accusations and calumnies. Nor is this state of things to be 
discovered by andent examples, or such as we have learkied 
by report only, but by some examples of such impudent at- 
tempts under our own eyes ; so that it is not fit to attend any 
.longer to calumnies and accusations, nor to the persuasion of 
.others, but to determine what any one knows of himself to 
have been really done, and to punish what justly deserves it, 

* The true reason why king Artaxerxes did not here properly revoke hit 
former barbarous decree for Uie universal slaughter of the Jews, but only 
.empowered and encouraged the Jews to light for their lives, and to kill 
their enemies if they attempted their destruction, seems to have been that old 
law of the Medes and Persians, not yet laid aside, that whatever decree was 
signed both by the king and his lox^s, cmtld not be chanffedy but remained 
unalterable, Dan. vi. 7, 8, 9, 12, 15, 17, Est. i. 19, and viii. 8. And Ha- 
man, having engrossed the royal favour, might perhaps have himself signed 
this decree for the Jews' slaughter, instead of the andent iords, and so might 
hsre nndered it by their roles inerocable. 
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and to grant favours to sucb as are innocent T^is hath t^en * 
the case of Hainan, the son of Ammedatha, by birth an Ama- 
lekite, and alien from the blood of the Persians, who, when 
he was hospitably entertained by us, and partook of that 
kindness which we bear to all men, to so great a degree as 
to be called my father, and to be all along worshipped, and 
to have honour paid him by ail in the second rank after the - 
royal honour due to ourselves, he could not bear his good ■ 
fortune, nor govern the magnitude of his prosperity with 
sound reason ; nay, he made a conspiracy against me and - 
my life, who gave him his authority, by endeavouring to take 
away Mordecai, my benefactor and my saviour, and by basely 
and treacherously requiring to have Esther, the partner of 
my life, and of my dominion, brought to destruction, for he 
contrived by this mekns to deprive me of my faithful friends, 
and transfer the government to others *. But since I per- * 
ceived that these Jews, that were bv this pernicious fellow 
devoted to destruction, were not wicked men, but conducted 
their lives after the best manner, and were men dedicated to 
the worship of that God who hath preserved the kingdom to 
me and my ancestors, I do not only free them from the pu- 
nishment which the former epistle, which was sent by Haman, 
ordered to be inflicted on them, to which if you refuse obe- 
dience, you shall do well, but I will that they have all 
honour paid them. Accordingly I have hanged up the man 
that contrived such things against them, with his family, be- 
fore the gates of Shushan, that punishment being sent upon 
him by God, who seeth all things. And I give you in charge, 
that you publicly propose a copy of this epistle through all 
my kingdom, that the Jews may be permitted peaceably to 
use their own laws, and that you assist them, that at the 
same season whereto their miserable estate did belong, they > 
may defend themselves the very same day from unjust vio-' 
lence, the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is Adar, 
for God hath made that day a day of salvation instead of* a 
day of destruction to them : and may it be a good day to : 
those'that wish us well, and a memonal of the punishment 

* These words give ^ intimation as if Artazenes suspected a deeper de- 
sign in Haman than openly appeared, viz. that knowing the Jews would be 
fMthful to him, and that he oould never transfer the crown to his own fami- 
ly, who was an Agagite, Esth. iii. 1, 10, or of the posterity of Agd^, the old 
king of the Amatekitet, 1 Sam. zr. 8, 3S, 33, while they were alive, and 
sprMd over all his dominions, he therefore endeavoured to destroy them. 
Nor is it to me improbable, that those 7^)000 of the Jews* enemies whicK 
were soon destroyed by the Jews, on the permission of the king, which moat 
be on some great occasion, were Amalekites, their old and hereditary ene- 
mies, Exod. xvii. 14, IS, and that thereby was fulfilled Balaam*s prophecy, 
** Amalek was the first of the nations, but his latter end shall be, that he 
perish for ever,** Numb. zxiv. 80. 
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of the conepiraton agunst as ! Aod I will that you take 
notice, that every city, and every nation, that shall disobqr 
any thing that is contained in this epistle, shall be destroyed 
hy- fire and sword. However, let tots epistle be published 
throu^ all the country that is under our obedience, and let 
allthe. Jews, by all means, be ready against the day befin^ 
mentioned, that they may avenge themselves upcm their ene«. 



imes.*' 



13. Accordingly, the horsemen who carried the epistles 

emoeeded on the ways which they were to go with speed : 
ut.as for Mordecai, as soon as he had assumed the royal 
sarment and the crown of gold, and had put the chain about 
his neck, he went forth in a public procession ; and when 
the Jewa who were at Sfaushan saw him in so great honour 
with the kiuff, they thought his good fortune was common to 
themsetlves also, and joy and a beam of salvation encompassed 
the Jews, both those that were in the cities and those that 
were in the countries^ upon the publication of the king's let* 
tors,, insomuch that. many even of other nations circumcised 
their foreskin for fear of the Jews, that. they might procure^ 
safety to themselves thereby ; for on the thirteenth day of the 
twelfth month, which according to the Hebrews is called 
Adar, but according, to the Macedonians Dystrus, those that 
carried the king's epistles gave them notice, that the same day 
wherein their danger war to have been, on that very day 
should they destroy their enemies. But now the rulers of 
the provinces, and the tyrants, and the kings, and the scribesy 
had. the Jews in esteem, for the fear they were in of Morde- 
caLforoed them to act with discretion. Now when the royal 
decree was come to all the country that was subject to the 
king, it fell out that the Jews at Shushanx slew five hundred 
of tneir eneancs ; and when the king had told Esther the 
number of those that were slain in that city, but did . not 
well know, what had been done in the provinces, he asked 
her whether she would have any thing farther done against 
them, for that it would be done accordingly. Upon which 
she desiivd that the Jews might be permitted to treat their 
remaining enemies in the same manner the next day ; as also 
that they might hang^ the ten sons of Haman upon the gal- 
laws,, oo the king, permitted the Jews so to do, as desirous 
nol' to contradict Esther. So they gathered themselves., to-* 
gether again on the fourteenth dayof the month Dys^us^- 
and slew about three hundred of -their enemies, but touched ■ 
nothing, of what riches they had. Now there were slain, by 
the J^ws that wore in the country^ and in the other ciUes,*. 
seventy- five thousand of their enemies, and these were slain* 
on the thirteenth day of the months and the next day they 
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Hept at a flestjival. In. likr nuMiner the Jews; that weqa \m 
Shuflban gathered tbenielyea together and &a«ted on the. 
fourteenth day, and that which followed, it ;. whence it i«^. 
^lat even, iiaw iH the Jews that are in the habitable eartji 
keep theit days festivals, aqd send portions to one another. 
lioraecai also wrote to the Jews that lived in. the kingdomt 
of Artarcrxes to observe these days, and celebrate them asi 
festivals* and to deliver thein down to their posterity,, that: 
this festival might continue for all time to come, and that.ici 
nusht never be buried in oblivion ; for ^nce they were about 
to DC destroyed on these days by Haman, they would do i^ 
riffht thing, upon escaping the danger in them, and on them, 
inflicdng punishments on uieir enemies, to observe those days^ 
and give thanks to God on them ; for which cause the Jewa. 
still keep the forementioned days, and call them days of. 
Phuritn [or Purini] *. And Mordecai became a great and« 
illustrious person with the king, and assisted him in the gch 
vemment of the people. He also lived with the queen ; so 
that the affairs of the Jews were, by their means, better than 
they qould ever have hoped for. And this was the statq of 
the Jews under the reign of Artaxerxes -f*. 
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CHAP. VII. 

How Jchni slew his Brother Jesus m the Temple ; and haw 
Bagoses offered many Injuries t$ the Jews; and what 
Sanballai did. 

§ 1. WHEjfef Eliashib the high-priest. was dejad» his son Judaa^ 
succeeded in the high-priesthood ; and when he was^ dead,, 
his son John took that dignity ; on whose account it wasral«>i 
that Bagoses, the general of another Artaxerxes* X army, pajU. 

* Take here part of Reland*8 note on this disputed passage : " In Joee^ 
phiiB*s copies these Hebrew words, dSogut of PwrUn^ or Loi$^ as in the Ow se k - 
copies of £sther, chap. ix. 26, 28—^2, is read da^ nf Phwrim^ or <<lVfiqfi 
Protection^ but ought to be read dioyt of Purimy as in the Hebrew ; tluMl, 
which emendation, says he, nothing is more certain." And had we any ast 
surance that Josephus's copy- mentioned the eatiutg af hts^ as our other oe« 
pies do, Esth. iii. 7« I should fully agree with Reland, but as it now sj(ends, ^ 
it seems to me by no means certain. 

•f As to this whole book of Esther in the present Hebrew copy, it it SQr 
rery imperfect, in a case where the providence of Qod was so. very remark-^, 
able, and the Septuagint and Josephus have so much of religion, Uiat it ItH. 
not so much as the name of Ood once in it ; and it is hard to say who made 
that epitome which the Masorites have given us for the genuine book itpelf ; 
no religious Jews could well be the authors of it, whose education oUigpd 
them to have a constant regard to Gkid, and whatsoever related to his wor- 
ship ; nor do we know that there ever was so imperfect a copy of it in the 
world till after the days of Barchocab, in the second century. 

^ Concerning thi& oiher Artaxerxes, called Mtumon^ and the Persiaa af- 
fliction and captivity of the Jews under him, occasioned by the murder of 
the high-pricst*s brother iiAhe holy houds itself, see Authent. Rec. at large. 
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luted- the temple, and imposed tributes on the Jews, that out 
of the public stock, before they offered the daUy sacrifices,* 
they should pay for every lamb fifty ishekels. Now Jesus 
was the brother of John, and was a friend of Bagoses, who 
had promised to procure him the high-priesthood; in con- 
fidence of whose support, Jesus quarrelled with John in the 
temple, and so provoked his brother, that in his anger bis 
brotner slew him. Now, it was an horrible thing for John, 
when he was high-priest, to perpetrate so great a crime, and 
so much the more horrible, that there never was so cruel 
and impious a thing done, neither by the Greel^ nor barba- 
rians. However, God did not neglect its putiishment« but 
the people were on that very account enslaved, and the tem- 
ple polluted by the Persians. Now when Bagoses, the ge- 
neral of Artaxerxes^ army, knew that John, the high-priest 
of the Jews, had slain his own brother Jesus in the temple^ 
he came upon the Jews immediately, and began to say in 
anger to them, <* Have you had the impudence to perpetrate 
a murder in your temple?". And as be was aimmg to go 
into the temple, they forbade him so to do ; but he said to 
them, *' Am not I purer than he that was slain in the tem- 
ple ?^ And when he had said these words, he went into the 
temple. Accordingly Bagoses made use of this pretence, 
and punished the Jews seven years for the murder of Jesus. 
2. Now when John had departed this life, his son Jaddua 
succeeded in the high-prieslhbod. He had a brother, whose 
name was Manasseh. Now there was one SanbaUatj who 
was sent by Darius, the last king [of Persia], into Samaria. 
He was a Cuthean^by birth ; of which stock was the Sama- 
ritans also. This man knew that the city Jerusalem was a 
famous city, and that their kings had given a great deal of 
trouble to the Assyrians, and the people of Celesyria ; so 
that he willingly gave his daughter, whose name was NicaaOj 
in marriage to Manasseh, as thinking this alliance by marriage 
would be a pledee and security that the nation of the Jews 
should continue Uieir good will to him. 

jMge 49. And if any wonder why Josephus wholly omitt the rest of the 
king! of PerBia after Artaxerzes Mnemon, till he came to their last king 
Darius, who was conquered by Alexander the Oreat, I shall giye them Vos- 
■ins's and Dr. Hudson's answer, though in my own words, rix. that Josophiu 
did not do ill in omitting those kings of Persia with whom the Jews had no 
concern, because he was giving the history of the Jews, and not of the Per- 
sians [which is a sufficient reason also why he entirely omitted the history 
and the book of Job, as not particularly relating to that nation]. He justly 
therefore returns to the Jewish affairs after the death of Longimanus, without 
any mention of Darius II. before Artaxerxes Mnemon, or of Ochus, or Aro- 
gas, as the canon of Ptolemy makes them, after hinu Nor had he probably 
mentioned this oiher Artaxerxes, unless Bagoses, one of the governors and 
commanders under him, had occasioned the pollution of the Jewish temple, 
and had greatly distressed the Jews upon that pollution. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Concernififf SanbaOai and Manasseh^ and the Temple which 
thej/ bunt In Mount Gerizzim : as also how Alexander 
made his Entry into the City JeruscUem ; and what Be^ 
nefits he bestowed ori the Jews. 

§ 1. About this time it was that Philip, king of Macedon, 
was treacherously assaulted and slain at Egoe by Pausanias, 
the son of Cerastes, who was derived from toe famil v of 
Orestae, and his son Alexander succeeded him in the king- 
dom ; who, passing over the Hellespont, overcame the ge* 
neral$ of Darius's army in a battle foueht at Granicum. So 
he marched over Lyaia, and subdued Ionia, and overran 
Caria, and fell upon the places of Pamphylia, as has been 
related elsewhere. 

^ But the elders of Jerusalem being very uneasy that the 
brother of Jaddua the high.priest, though married to a fo- 
reigner, should be a partner with him in the high-priesthood, 
quarrelled with him ; for they esteemed this man's marriage 
a step to such as should be desirous of transgressing about 
the marriage of [strange] wives, and this would be the 
beginning of a mutual society with foreigners, although the 
offence of some about marriages, and their having married 
wives that were not of their own co^ntry, had been an oc- 
casion of their former captivity, and olf the miseries they then 
underwent; sp they commanded Manasseh to divorce his wife* 
or not to approach the altar, the high-priest himself joining 
with the people in their indignation aigainst his brother^ and 
driving him away from the altar. Whereupon Manasseh came 
to his father-in-law, Sanballat, and told him, that ** although 
he loved his daughter Nicaso, yet was he not willing to be 
deprived of his sacerdotal dignity on her account, which 
was the principal dignity in their nation, and always continued 
in the same family .^^ And then Sanballat promised him not 
only to preserve to him the honour of his priesthood* but to 
procure for him the power and dignity of an high-priest, and' 
would make him governor of all the places he himself now 
ruled, if hewoula keep his daughter for his wife. He also 
told him farther, that he would build him a temple like to that 
at Jerusalem, upon mount Gerizzim, which is the highest of 
all the mountains that are in Samaria, and he promised that 
he would do this with the approbation of Darius the king. 
Manasseh was elevated with ttiese promises, and stayed with 
Sanballat, upon a supposal that he should gain a high-priest- 
hood, as beistowed on him by Darius, for it happened that 
Sanballat was then in years. But there was now a great dis- 
turbance among the people of Jerusalem, because many of 
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those priests and Levites were entangled in such matches ; 
for they all revolted to Manasseh, and Sanballat afibrded 
them money, and divided among them land for tillage, and 
habitations also, and all this in order every way to gratify bis 
son-in-law. 

8. About this time it was that Darius heard how Alexander 
bad passed over the Hellespont, and had beaten his lieutenants 
in the battle at Granicum, and was proceeding farther; where- 
upon he gathered together an army of horse and foot, and de- 
termined that he would meet the Macedonians before they 
should assault and conquer all Asia. So he passed over the 
river Euphrates, and came over Taurus, the Cilician moun- 
tain ; and at Isis of Cilicia he waited for the enemy, as ready 
there to give him battle. Upon which Sanballat was glaa 
that Darius was come down ; and told Manasseh that he 
would suddenly perform his promises to him, and this as 
soon as ever Darius should come back, after he had beaten 
his enemies ; for not he only, but all those that were in Asia 
also, were persuaded that the Macedonians would not so 
much as come to a battle with the Persians, on account of 
their multitude. But the event proved otherwise than they 
expected, for the king joined battle with the Macedonians, 
and was beaten, and lost a great part of his army. His 
mother also, and his wife and children, were taken captives, 
and he fled into Persia. So Alexander came into Syria, and 
took Damascus ; and when he had obtidned Sidon, he be- 
sieged Tyre, when he sent an epistle to the Jewish high- 
priest, *^ To send him some auxiliaries, and to supply his 
army with provisions ; and that what presents he formerly 
sent to Darius he would now send to him, and cho6se the 
friendship of the Macedonians, and that he should never re- 
pent of so doing."*^ But the high-priest answered the mes- 
sengers, that << he had given his oath to Darius not to bear 
arms against him ; and- be said, that he would not transgress 
•them while Darius was in the land of the living.*** Upon 
hearing this answer Alexander was very angry ; and though 
he determined not to leave Tyre, which was just ready to be 
taken, yet, as soon as he had taken it, he threatened that he 
would make an expedition against the Jewish high-priest, and 
through him teach all men to whom they must keep their 
oaths. So when he had, with a good deal of puns during 
the siege, taken Tyre, and had settled its afiPairs, he came to 
the city of Gaza, and besieged both the city, and him that 
was governor of the garrison, whose name was Babemeses. 

4. But Sanballat thought he had now gotten a proper op- 
portunity to make his attempt, so he renounced Darius, and 
taking with him seven thousand of his pwn subjects, be came 
to Alexander ; and finding him beginning the siege of Tyre, 
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be said to him, that be delivered up to him these men, who 
came out of places under his dominion, and did gladly accept* 
of him for his lord, instead of Darius. So when Alexander 
bad received him kindly, Sanballat thereupon took courage^ 
and spake to him about his present affair. He told him, that 
** he iiad a son-in-law, Manasseh, who was brother to the 
high-priest Jaddua ; and that there were many others of his 
own nation^ now with him, that were desirous to have a tem- 
p\e in the same places subject to him : that it would be for 
the king^s advantage to have the sti'ength of the Jews divided 
into two parts, lest, when the nation is of one mind, and united, 
upon any attempt for innovation, it prove troublesome to 
kings, as it had formerly proved to the kings of Assyria.** 
Whereupon Alexander gave Sanballat leave so to do ; who 
used the utmost diligence, and built the temple, and made 
Manasseh the priest, and deemed it a great reward that his 
daughter's children should have that dignity : but when the 
seven months of the siege of Tyre were over, and the two 
months of the siege of Gaza, Sanballat died. Now Alex- 
ander, when he had taken Gaza, made haste to go up to Je- 
rusalem; and Jaddua the high-priest, when he heard that, was 
in an agony, and under terror, as not knowing how he should 
meet the Macedonians, since the king was displeased at his 
foregoing disobedience. He therefore ordained that the 
people should make supplications, and should join with him 
m ofiering sacrifices to Godn whom he besought to protect 
that nation, and to deliver them from the perils that were 
coming upon them : Whereupon God warned him in a dream, 
which came upon him after he had offered sacrifice, that << he 
should take courage, and adorn the city, and open the gates; 
that the rest should appear in white garments, mit that he and 
the priests should meet the king in the habits proper to their 
order, without the dread of any ill consequences, which the 
providence of God would prevent.'" Upon which> when he 
rose from his sleep, he greatly rejoiced, and declared to all th» 
warning he had received from God. According to which 
dream he acted entirely, and so waited for the coming: of the 
king. 

5. And when he understood that he was not far from the 
city, he went out in procession, with the priests and the mul- 
titude of the citizens. The procession was venerable, and the 
manner of it different from that of other nations. It reached 
to a place called Sapha, which name* translated into Greek, 
signifies a prospect, for you have thence a prospect both of 
Jerusalem and of the temple ; and when the Phenicians and 
the Chaldeans that followed him thought they should have 
liberty, to plunder the dty, and torment the high-priest to 
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death, which the king^s displeasure fairly promised thetn, the 
very reverse of it happened ; for Alexander, when he saw the 
multitude at a distance, in white garments, while the priests 
stood clothed with fine linen, and the high- priest in purple 
and scarlet clothing, with his mitre on bis head, having the 
golden plaite whereon the name of Grod was engraved, he 
approached by himself, and adored that name, and first 
saluted the high-priest. The Jews also did altogether, with 
one voice, salute Alexander, and encompass him about: 
whereupon the kinss of Syria and the rest were surprised 
at what Alexander had done, and supposed him disordered in 
his mind. However, Parmenio alone went up to him, and 
asked him, '* How it came to j»ass, that wnen all others 
adored him, he should adore the hiffh-priest of the Jews ?** 
To whom he replied, " I did not adore him, but that God 
who hath honoured him with his high-priesthood : for X saw 
this very person in a dream, in this very habit, when I was at 
Dios in Macedonia, who, when I was considering with my- 
self how I might obtain the dominion of Asia, exhorted me 
to make no dday, but boldly to pass over the sea thither, for. 
that he would conduct my army, and would give me the do- 
minion over the Persians ; whence it is, that having seen no. 
other in that habit, and now seeing this person in it„ and re- 
membering that vision, and the exhortation which I had in 
ray dream, I believe that I bring this army under the divine 
conduct, and shall therewith conquer Darius, and destroy the 
power of the Persians, and that all things will succeed ac- 
cording to what is in my own mind.^ And when be had 
said this to Parmenio, and had given the high-priest his right 
hand, the priests ran along by him, and he came into the city : 
and when lie went up into the temple, he offered sacrifice to 
Grod, according to the high-priest's directions ; and magni* 
ficently treated both the hign-priest and the priests. And 
when the book of Daniel was showed him, wherein Daniel 
declared that one of the Greeks should destroy the empire <^ 
the Persians, he supposed that hiniself was the person in- 
tended : and as he was then glad, he dismissed the multitude 
for the present, but the next day he called them to him, and. 
bid them ask what favours they pleased of him ; whereupcm 
the high-priest desired that they might enjoy the laws of their 
forefathers, and might pay no tribute on the seventh year* 
He granted all they desired. And when they entreated him 
that he would permit the Jews in Babylon and Media to 
enjoy their own laws also, he willingly promised to do here> 
after what they derired. And when he said to the multitude, 
that if any of them would list themselves in his army, on this 
condition, that they should continue under the laws of their 
forefmthen^ and live according to them, he was willing to 
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take them with bim^ many were ready to accompany him in 
his wars. 

6. So when Alexander had thus settled matters at Jerusalem, 
he led his isH'my into the neighbouring cities : and when all the 
inhabitants to whom he came received him with great kind- 
nessy the Samaritans, who had then Shechem for their me- 
tropolis (a city situate at mount Gerizzim, and inhabited by 
apostates of the Jewish nation), seeing that Alexander had so 
ffreatly honoured the Jews, determined to profess themselves 
Jews, for such is the disposition of the Samaritans, as we 
have already elsewhere declared, that when the Jews are in 
adversity they deny that they are of kin to them, and then 
they confess the truth ; but when they perceive that some 
good fortune hath befallen them, they immediately pretend 
to have communion with them, saying that they belong to 
them, and derive their genealogy from tne posterity of Joseph, 
Ephraim, and Manasseh. Accordingly they made their ad- 
dress to the king with splendour, and shewed great alacrity in 
meeting him at a little distance from Jerusalem. And when 
Alexander had commended them, the Shechemites approached 
to him, taking with them the troops that Sanhallat had sent 
him, and they desired that he would come to their city, and 
do honour to their temple also. To whom he promised, 
that when he returned he would come to them. And when 
they petitioned that he would remit the tribute of the seventh 
year to them, because they did not sow thereon, he asked 
who they were that made such a petition, and when they said 
that they were Hebrews, but had the names of Sidonians, 
living at Shechem ; he asked them again, whether they were 
Jews, and when they said they were not Jews, *^ It was to the 
Jews (said he) that I granted that privilege ; however, when I 
return, and am thoroughly informed by you of this matter, I 
will do what I shall think proper.^ And in this manner he 
took leave of the Shechemites ; but ordered that the troops 
of Sanballat should follow him into Egypt* because there ne 
designed to give them lands, which he did a little after in 
Thebas, when he ordered them to guard that country. 

7. Now when Alexander was dead, the government was 
parted among his successors, but the temple upon mount 
Gerizzim remained. And if any one were accused by those 
of Jerusalem, of having eaten things common, or of having 
broken the Sabbath, or of any other crime of the like nature, 
he fled away to the Shechemites, and said, that he was ac- 
cused unjustly. About this time it was that Jaddua the high- 
priest died ; and Onias his son took the high-priesthood. 
This was the state of the aflairs of the people of Jerusalem 
at this Ume. 
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BOOK XII. 



Cimimning the interval of a hundred and Hveitkf jfeare. 

FftOM THX DSATH OF ALKXAyAXK THS omXikT TO TBS »SATa OF 

JUDAI MACCABKU8. 

CHAP I. 

'How Ptolemjf^ the eon tf Lague^ took Jerueaiem and Jtidem 
by Deceit and Treadkety^ and carried many qf the Jewe 
thence^ and planted them in Egypt 

§ 1. IV ow when Alexander, king of Maoedon^ had put an 
end to the dominion of the Persiansy and had settled the 
affairs in Judea after the forementioned mann^, he ended 
his life. And as his government fell amonff maDV, Anti- 
gbnus obtained Asia, Seleucus Babylon ; and of the other 
nations which were there, Lyumachus governed the HeUeSii* 
pont, and Cassander possessed Macedonia ; as did Ptolemy 
the son of Lagus seize upon Egypt. And while these 
princes ambitiously strove one against another, every one 
for his own principality, it came to pass that there were con- 
tinual wars, and those lasting wars too ; and the cities were 
aufferers, and lost a great many of their inhabitants in these 
times of distress, insomuch that all Syria, by the means of 
l^tolemy the son of Lagus, underwent the reverse of that de- 
nomination of Saviour, which he then bad. He also seised 
upon Jerusalem, and for that end made use of deceit and 
treachery ; for as he came into the city on a Sabbath day, as 
if he would offer sacrifice, he, without any trouble, gained 
the city, while the Jews did not oppose him, for they did 
not suspect him to be their enemy ; and he gained it thus, 
because they were free from suspicion of him, and because 
on that day they were at rest and quietness ; and when he 
Jiad gained it, ne ruled over it in. a cruel manner* Nay, 
Agatharchides of Cnidus» who wrote the acts of AleKander's 
successors, reproaches us with superstition, as if we, by it» 
had lost our liberty ; where he says thus : *^ There is a na^ 
tjon called the natiofi of the JetoSf who inhabit a city strong 
and great, named Jerusalem. These men took no care, but 
let it come into the hand of Ptdemy, as not willing to take 
arms, and thereby they submitted to be under a hand miaiCer^ 
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by reason of their unieaMmable superBtition.* This is iniuit 
Agatfaarchides relates of our nation. But when Ptolemy 
had taken a great many captives, both from the mountaioont 
parts of Judea, and from the places about Jerusalem and 
Samaria, and the places near mount Gerizzim, he led them 
all into Egypt \ and settled them there. And as he knew 
that the people of Jerusalem were most faithful in the ob- 
servation of oaths and covenants "f, and this from the answer 
they made to Alexander, when he sent an embassage to 
them, after he had beaten Darius in battle, so he distributed 
many of them into garrisons ; and at Alexandria gave them 
equal privileges of citizens with the Macedonians thenu 
selves ; and rec^uired of them to take their oaths, that they 
would keep their fidelity to the posterity of those who com- 
mitted these places to their care. Nay, there were not a 
few other Jews, who, of their own accord, went into Egypt^ 
as invited by the goodness of the soil, and by the liberahty 
of Ptolemy. However, there were disorders among theur 
posterity, with relation to the Samaritans, on account of their 
resolution to preserve that conduct of life which was deli* 
vered to them by their forefathers, and they thereupon con- 
tended one with another : while those of Jerusalem said, that 
their temple was holy, and resolved to send their sacrifices 
thither ; but the Samaritans were resolved that they should 
be sent to mount Gerizzim. 



CHAP. II. 

Haw Ptolemy Philadelphia procured the Laws of the Jews to 
be translated into the Greek Tongue ; and set many Cap» 
tivesjree ; and dedicated many Gifts to God, 

§ 1. When Alexander had reigned twelve years, and after 
him Ptolemy Soter forty years, Philadelphus then took the 

* Tlie great number of thete Jewi and Simaritans that were formeily 
carried into Egypt by Alexander, and now by Ptolemj the son of Lagus, ap- 
pear afterward!, in the vast multitude who, as we shall see presently, were 
toon ransomed by Philadelphus, and by him made free, before he sent for the 
seventy-two interpreters ; in the many garrisons, and other soldiers of thas 
nation in Egypt ; in the famous settlement of the Jews, and the number of 
their synagogues at Alexandria, long afterward ; and in the vehement oon- 
tentioD between the Jews and Samaritans under Philometer, about the plaee 
^ipointed finr pablic worship in the law of Moses ; whether at the Jewidi 
temple of Jerusalem, or at the Samaritan temple at Oerizzim : of all which 
oar aathor treats hereafter. And as to the Samaritans carried into Egypt 
under the same princes, Scaliger sapposet, that those who have a great tyna- 
gogoe at Cairo, ai also those whom the Arabic geographer speaks of, aa hav- 
ing nnad oa an island in the Bed Sea, are remains of them at this very day, 
as the notes here inform us. 

f Of the sacrednets of oaths among the Jewp ia the Old Testament, see 
Scripture Polities, p. 64, 86. 
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kitigdotn of Effypt^ and bdd it fint^r yean wilfain one. He * 
procured the law to be interpreted * ; and set free those 
that were come from Jerusalem into Eeypt, and were in 
slavery there, who were an hundred and twenty thousand. 
The occanon was this : Demetrius Fhalerius, who was libnu 
ry-keeper to the king, was now endeaTouring, if it were pos- 
sible, to gather together all the books that were in the habit- 
able earth, and buying whatsoever was any where valaable, 
or agreeable to the king'^s inclination, (who was very earnestly 
set upon collecting of books) ; to which inclination of bis 
Demetrius was zealously subservient. And when once 
Ptolemy asked him. How many ten thousands 6{ books be 
had collected P he replied. That he had already about twenty 
times ten thousand, but that, in a little time, he should have 
fifty times ten thousand. But he said he had been informed, 
that there were many books of law among the Jews, worthy 
of inquiring after, and worthy of the king's library, but which 
being written in characters and in a dialect of their own, will 
cause no small pains in getting them translated into the 
Greek tongue : that the character in which they were written 
seems to be like to that which is the proper character of the 
Syrians, and that its sound, when pronounced, is like theirs 
also ; and that this sound appears to be peculiar to them- 
selves. Wherefore he said that nothing hindered why they 
might not get those books to be translated also, for while 
nothing is wanting that is necessary for that purpose, we 
' may have their books also in this library. So the king 
thought that Demetrius was very zealous to procure him 
abundance of hooka, and that he suggested what was ex- 
ceeding proper for him to do ; and therefore he wrote to the 
Jewish nigh-priest, that he should act accordingly. 

S. Now there was one Aristeus, who was among the king^s 
most intimate friends, and on account of his modesty very 
acceptable to him. This Aristeus resolved frequently, and 
that before now, to petition the king, that he would set all 
the captive Jews in his kingdom free ; and he thought this 
to be a convenient opportunity for the making that petition. 
So he discoursed in tne first place with the captains of the 
king's guards, Sosibius of Tarentum, and Andreas ; and per- 
suaded them to assist him in what he was going to intercede 
with the king for. Accordingly Aristeus embraced the same 

* Of the trantlation of the other pans of the Old Testament hy sersnty 
Egyptian Jews, in the reigns of Ptolemy the son of Lagus, and Philaidelphiii { 
as bImo of the translation of the Pentateuch by serenty-two Jerusalem Jswt, 
in the seventh year of Philadelphus at Alexandria, as given us an acooont 
of by Aristeus, and thence by Philo and Josephus, vitik a viudicatioii of A* 
risMiis*s hifltoryy— see the Appendix to Lit. Aoeomp. of Proph. at largv, p. 
117— 16S. 
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Q|MiiQP wiih thoie that have been before nmitioQed ; and 
went to the king, and made the following speech to hiin : 
^< It 18 not fit for U8« O king, to overlook thinge hastily, or to 
deceive ourselves, but to lay the truth open : for since we 
have determined not only to get the laws of the Jews trans- 
cribed, but interpreted also for thy satisfaction, by what 
means can we do this, while so many of the Jews are now 
slaves in thy kingdom ? Do thou then what will be agreeable 
to thy magnanimity, and to thy good nature: free them from 
the miserable condition they are in, because that God who 
supporteth thy kingdom was the author. of their laws, as I 
have learned by particular inquiry ; for both these people, 
and we also, worship the same God, the framer of all things. 
We call him, and that truly, by the name [of Z^m, or life, or 
Jupiter], because he breathes life into all men. Wherefore 
do thou restore these men to their own country, and this do 
to the honour of God, because these men pay a peculiarly 
excellent worship to him. And know this fartner, that thougn 
I be not of kin to them by birth, nor one of the same coun* 
try with them, yet I do desire these favours to be done them, 
since all men are the workmanship of God ; and I am sen- 
sible that he is well pleased with those that do good. I do 
therefore put up this petition to thee, to do coodto them.** 

8. When Aristeus was saying thus, the king looked upon 
him with a cheerful and joyful countenance, and said, ** How 
many ten thousands dost thou suppose there are of such as 
want to be made free ?^ To which Andreas replied, as he 
stood by, and said, '^ A few more than ten times ten thou- 
sand.^ The king made answer, <^ And is this a small gift 
that thou askest, Aristeus P^ But Sosibius, and the rest £at 
stood by, said. That << he ought to ofier such a thank-ofering 
as was worthy of his greatness of soul, to that God who had 
pven him bis kingdom.^ With this answer he was much 
pleased ; and gave order, that when they paid the soldiers 
their wages, they should lay down [a* hundred and] twenty 
drachmae for every one of the slaves. And he promised to 

* Although this niunb«r one hundred and twenty dreohnm [of Aknuidiia, 
or nztj Jewish ihekelt] be here three times repeated, and that in all Joae- 
phu8*i copies, Oreek and Latin, yet since all the copies of Aristeus, whence 
Josephus took his relation, hare this sum sereral times, and still as no more 
than twenty drachma, or ten Jewish shekels ; and since the sum of th« ta* 
lents, to be set down presently, which is little abore four hundred and sixty, 
for somewhat more than one hundred thousand slares, and is nearly the sams 
in Josephus and Aristeus, does better agree to twenty than to one hundred 
and twenty drachmc ; and since the value of a slare of old was, at the ut- 
most but thirty shekels, oc sixty dzachma, see £xod. xxi. 32, while in the pre- 
sent circumstances of these Jewish slaves, and those so very numerous, Phi- 
ladblphus would radicr redeem them at a cheaper than at a deavtr rate, there 
Is great tmmm to pvsftr here Aristeoa's copies before Josepha^ 
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ImbUtb a nuignifioent decree, about what they required,' 
which should confirm what Aristeui had propoied, and es- 
pecially what (jrod willed should be done ; whereby he said,' 
ne would not only set those free who had been led away cap- 
tive by bis father and his army, but those who were m his 
kingdom before^ and those also, if any such there were, who 
had been brought away nnce. And when they said, that 
their redemption-money would amount to above four hun« 
dred talents, he granted it. A copy of which decree I have 
determined to preserve, that the magnammity of this king 
may be made known. Its contents were as follows : *^ Let 
all those who were soldiers under our father, and who, when 
they overran Syria and Phenicia, and laid waste Judea, took 
the Jews captives and made them slaves, and brought them 
into our cities, and into this country, and then sold them ; 
as also all those that were in my kingdom before them, and 
if there be any that have lately been brought thither, be made 
free by those that possess them ; and let them accept of [an 
hundred andl twenty drachmse for every slave. And let the 
soldiers receive this redemption-money with their pay, but 
the rest out of the king*s treasury ; for I suppose that they 
were made captives without our father^s consent, and against 
eauity ; and that their country was harassed by the insolence 
of the soldiers, and that, by removing them into Egypt, the 
soldiers have made a ffreat profit by them. Out of regard 
therefore to justice, and out of pity to those that have been 
tyrannized over, contrary to equity, I enjoin those that have 
such Jews in their service to set them at liberty, upon the 
receipt of the before-mentioned sum ; and that no one use 
any deceit about them, but obey what is here commanded. 
And I will, that they give in their names within three days 
after the publication of this edict, to such as are appointed 
to execute the same, and to produce the slaves before them 
also, for I think it will be for the advantage of my afiBeun : 
and let every one that will inform against those that do not 
obey this decree; and I will, that their estates be confiscated 
into the king's treasury." When this decree was read to the 
l&in^, it at first contained the rest that is here inserted,- add 
omitted only those Jews that had formerly beeh brought, add 
those brought afterwards, which had not been distinctly men- 
tioned ; so he added these ckuses out of his humanity, and 
with great generosity. He also gave order, that the payment; 
which was likely to DC done in a hurry, should be divided 
among the king^s ministers, and among the officers of hia^ 
treasurj^. When this was over, what the kinff had decreed- 
was quickly brought to a conclusion; and tms is no more 
than seven days tttne, the number o£^ the talents pMd for the 
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captiret bctiiig above four hundred and mty » and thiS) lM^ 
cause their mastenrequired the [hundred andttwentydrachnub^ 
for die children also, the king having in effect oommandedy 
that thoee should be paid for, when he said in his decree, that 
they should receive tne forementioned sum for every slave. 

4. Now when this had been done after so magnificent m 
manner, according to the king^s inclinations, he gave ordef 
to Demetrius to give him in writing his sentiments concern- 
ing the transorifamff of the Jewish books ; for no part of the 
administration is ckme rashly by these kings, but all thinga 
are managed with great circumspection. On which aceouM 
I have subjoined a copy of these epistles, and set down the 
multitude of the vessds sent as ^fts [to Jerusalem,] and the 
construction of every one, that the exactness of the artificers* 
workmanship, as it appeared to those that saw them, and 
which workman made every vessel, may be made manifest^ 
and this on account of the excellency of the vessels theoK 
selves. Now the copy of the epistle was to this purpose : 
** Demetrius to the great king. When thou, O king, gavest 
me a charge concerning the collection of books mat weiw 
wanting to fill your library, and concerning the care that 
ought to be taken about such as are imperfect, I have used 
the utmost diligence about those matters. And I let yoa 
know, that we want the books of the Jewish legislation, with 
some others ; for they are written in the Hebrew characters^ 
and being in the language of that nation, are to us unknown. 
It hath fuso happenra to them, that they have been tran- 
scribed more carelessly than they ought to have been, be- 
cause they have not had hitherto royal care taken about 
them. Now it is necessary that thou snouldst have accurate 
copies of them. And indeed tliis legislation is full of hidden 
wisdom, and entirely blameless, as being the legislation off 
God : for which cause it is, as Hecateus of Abdera says^ 
that the poets and historians make no mention of it, nor of 
those men who lead their lives according to it, since it is an 
holy law, and ought not to be published by profane mouths. 
If then it please thee, O king, thou mayest write to the high- 
priest of the Jews, to send six of the elders out of every tnbe^ 
and those such as are most skilful of the laws, that by tbor 
means we may learn the clear and agreeing sense of these 
books ; and may obtain an accurate interpretation of thea^ 
contents, and so may have such a collection of these as shall 
be suitable to thy desire.*" 

5. When this epistle was sent to the king, he commanded 
that an epistle should be drawn up for Eleazar, the Jewish 
high-priest, concerning these matters ; and that they should 
inform him of the release of the Jews that had been in 
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li^verj among thetn. He also sent fifty talents of gold for 
the making of large basons, and vials, and cups, and an im- 
fliiense quantity of precious stones. Healso^j^ave order to 
those ^o had the custody of the chests that contained 
thete stones, to give the artificers leave to choose out what 
sort of them they pleased. He withal appointed, that an 
hundred talents in money should be sent to the temple for 
sacrifices, and for other uses. Now I will give you a de- 
scription of these vessels, and the manner of their construc- 
tion, but not till after I have set down a copy of the epistle 
which was written to Eleasar the hieh-priest, who had ob- 
tained that dignity on the occasion following : When Onias 
the high-priest was dead, his son Simon became his suc- 
cessor. He was called Simon the JuH *, because of both 
his piety towards God, and his kind disposition to those of 
bis own nation. When he was dead, and had left a young 
son, who was called Onias, Simon's brother Eleazar, of whom 
we are speaking, took the high-priesthood ; and he it was to 
Irhom Ptolemy wrote, and that in the manner following : 
^ King Ptolemy to Eleasar the high-priest, sendeth greeting ; 
There were many Jews who now dwell in my kingdom, whom 
the Persians, when they were in power, carried captives. 
These were honoured by my father ; some of whom he 
placed in the army, and gave them greater pay than ordinary ; 
to others of them, when they came with him into Egypt, he 
committed his garrisons, and the guarding of them, that they 
might be a terror to the Egyptians. And when I had taken 
the government, I treated all men with humanity, and espe- 
cially those that are thy fellow-citizens, of whom I have set free 
above an hundred thousand that were slaves, and paid the price 
cX their redemption to their masters out of my own revenues ; 
and those that are of a fit age, I have admitted into the num- 
ber of my soldiers. And for such as are capable of being 
faithful to me, and proper to my court, I have put them in 
such a post, as thinking this [kindness done to them] to be a 
very great and an acceptable gift, which I devote to God for 
his providence over me. And as I am desirous to do what 
will be grateful to these, and to all the other Jews in the ha- 
bitable earth, I have determined to procure an interpretation 
of your law, and to have it translated out of Hebrew into 
Greek, and to be deposited in my library. Thou wilt there- 
fore do well to choose out and send to me men of a good 
character, who are now elders in age, and six in number out 
of every tribe. These, by their age, must be skilful in the 

* We bmve a very great enoomium of thii Simon the Juti^ the son of O- 
niM I. in the fiftiedi chapter of EodesiaBticiia, thnroi^ the whole chapter. 
Nor b h improper to oonfut that chapter itaeif upon tUt oecadoii. 
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laws, -and of abilities to make an accUratje interpretation of 
tbem ; and when this shall be finished, I shall think that I 
have done a work glorious to myself. And I have sent to 
thee Andreas, the captain of my guard, and Aristeus, men 
whom 1 have in very great esteem ; by whom I have sent 
those first fruits which I have dedicated to the temple, and 
to the sacrifices, and to other uses, to the value of an hundred 
talents. And if thou wilt send to us, to let us know what 
thou wouldest have farther, thou wilt do a thing acceptable 



tome."* 



6. When this epistle of the king^s was brought to Elee^ 
car, he wrote an answer to it with all the respect possible x 
*^ Eleaaar the high-priest to king Ptolemy, sendeth greeung : 
If thou and thy queen Arsinoe *, and thy children, be well, 
we are entirely satisfied. When we received thy epistle, we 
greatly rejoicra at thy intentions ; and when the multitude 
were gathered together, we read it to them, and thereby made 
them sensible of the piety thou hast towards God. We also 
showed them the twenty vials of gold, and thirty of silver, 
and the five large basons, and the table for the shew-bread, 
as also the hundred talents for the sacrifices, and for the 
making what shall be needful at the temple. Which things 
Andreas and Aristeus, those most honoured friends of thine, 
have brought us ; and truly they are persons of an excellent 
character, and of great learning, and worthy of thy virtue. 
Know then that we will gratify thee in what is for thy ad^ 
vantage, though we do what we used not to do before ; for 
we ought to make a return for the numerous acts of kindness 
which thou hast done to our countrymen. We immediately, 
therefore, ofiered sacrifices for thee and thy sister, with thy 
children and friends ; and the multitude made prayers, that 
thy afiairs may be to thy mind, and that thy kingdom may be 
preserved in peace, and that the translation of our law may 
come to the conclusion thou deurest, and be for thy advan- 
tage. We have also chosen six elders out of every tribes 
whom we have sent, and the law with them. It will be thy 
part, out of thy piety and justice, to send hack the law, when 
It hath been translated, and to return those to us that bring 
it in safety. Farewell.^' 

7. This was the reply which the high-priest made. But 
it does not seem to me to be necessary to set down the 
names of the seventy [two] elders who were sent by Eleaxar, 

* Whan we hare here and preiently mention mmde of Philadelpliiis*t 
Qoeen and sUter Aninoe, we are to remember, with Spanheim, that Aniaoe 
wae both hii lister and hia wifo, aooording to the old custom of Persia, and 
of Jippt at this Tery time ; nay, of the Assyrians long afterward. See Aa- 
ti^ fi. n. ch. ii. seol. 1, toL iiL whence we hare, upon the ooias of Fhfls- 
delphoB, this knofwn intcriptioD, ll# dMa# hnth^r mud jMpt. 
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and carried the law, which yel were subjoined at the end of 
the epistle. However, I thought it not improper to give an 
account of those very valuable and artificially-contrived ves- 
sels which the king sent to God, that all may see how great 
a Mgard the king bad for Grod ; for the king allowed a vast 
deal of expenses for these vessels, and came often to the 
workmen, and viewed their works, and suffered nothing of 
carelessness or negligence to be any damage to their opera- 
tions. And I will relate how rich they were as well as I am 
able, although perhaps the nature of this history may not 
require such a description, but I imagine I shall thereby re- 
commend the elegant taste and magnanimity of this king to 
those that read this history. 

8. And first I will describe what belongs to the table. It 
was indeed in the king^s mind to make this table vastly larm 
in its dimensions ; but then he gave order that they should 
learn what was the magnitude of the table which was already 
at Jerusalem, and how large it was, and whether there were 
a possibility of making one larger than it. And when he 
was informed how large that was which was already there, 
and that notliing hindered but a larger might be made^< he 
■aid, that ** he was willing to have one made that should be 
five times as large as the present table, but his fear was, that 
it might be then useless in their sacred ministrations, by its 
too great largeness ; for he desired that the gifts he presented 
tiiem should not only be there for show, but should be useful 
also in their sacred ministrations.^ According to which rea* 
•oning, that the former table was made of so moderate a size 
for use, and not for w^nt of gold, he resolved that he would 
not exceed the former table in largeness, but would make it 
exceed it in the variety and elegancy of its materials. And 
as he was sagacious in observing the nature of all things, and 
in having a just notion of what was new and surprising, and 
where there were no sculptures he would invent such ais were 
proper, by his own skill, and would show them to the work- 
men, he commanded that such sculptures should now be 
made, and that those which were dehneated should be most 
accurately formed, by a constant regard to their delineation. 

9. When, therefore, the workmen had undertaken to make 
the table, they framed it in len|^th two cubits [and a halfl, 
in breadth one cubit, and in height one cubit and a half; 
and the entire structure of the work was of gold. They 
withal made a crown of a hand-breadth round it, with wave 
wprk y^reathed about it, and with an engraving imitating a 
oord, and was admirably turned on its three parts ; for as they 
were of a triangular figure, every* angle haa the same dispo- 
sition of its scu^tures, that ijrhen you turned them about, tl^e 
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verj tame form of th«m was turned about without any varia- 
tion. Now that part of the crown work that was endoied 
under the table bad its sculptures very beautiful, but that 
.part which went round on the outside was more elaborately 
isdomed with most beautiful omaments» because it was ex- 
posed to sight, and -to the view of the spectators ; for which 
reason it was that both those sides which were extant above 
the rest were acute, and none of the angles, which we before 
told you were three, appeared less than another, when the 
table was turned about. Now into the cord work thus turned 
were precious stones inserted, in rows parallel one to the 
other, enclosed in golden buttons, which had ouches in than; 
but the parts which were on the side of the crown, and were 
exposed to the sight, were adorned with a row of oval figures, 
obliquely placed, of the most excellent sort of precious stones^ 
which imitated rods laid close, and encompassed the table 
round about. But under these oval figures, thus engraven, 
the workmen had put a crown all round it, where the nature 
of all sorts of fruit was represented, insomuch that the 
bunches of grapes buns up. And when they had made the 
stones to represent all the kinds of fruit before mentioned, 
and that each in its proper colour, they made them fast with 
gold round the whole table. The like disposition of the oval 
figures, and of the engraved rods, was framed under the 
crown, that the table might on each side show the same ap- 
pearance of variety and elegancy of its ornaments, so that 
neither the position of the wave work nor of the crown might 
be different, although the table were turned on the other 
nde, but that the prospect of the same artificial contrivances 
might be extended as far as the feet ; for there was made a 
plate of gold four fingers broad, through the entire breadth 
of the table, into which they inserted the feet, and then fas- 
tened them to the table by buttons and button-holes, at the 
place where the crown was situate, that so, on what side so- 
ever of the table one should stand, it might exhibit the very 
same view of the exquisite workmanship, and of the vast ex- 
penses bestowed upon it ; but upon the table itself they en- 
graved a meander, inserting into it very valuable stones in the 
middle, like stars, of various colours, the carbuncle and the 
emerald, each of which sent out agreeable rays of light to the 
spectators, with such stones of other sorts also as were most 
curious, and best esteemed, as being most precious in their 
kind. Hard by this meander, a texture of neUwork ran round 
it, the middle of which appeared like a rhombus, into which 
were inserted rock crystal and amber, which, by the great re* 
semblance of the appearance they made, gave wonderful del^bt 
to those that s|iw tnem. The chapiters of the feet imitated the 



X44 AMTIQUirUBS OF THE JEWS. BOOK XII. 

first budding of lilies^ while their leaves were bent, and laid un^ 
der the table, but so that the chives were seen standing upright 
within them. Their bases were made of a carbuncle ; and 
the place at the bottom, which rested, on that carbuncle, was 
one palm deep, and eight fingers in breadth. Now they had 
engraven upon it with a very fine tool, and with a great deal 
of pains, a branch of ivy, and tendrils of the vine, sending 
foith clusters of grapes, that you would guess tbey were no- 
wise different from real tendrils ; for they were so very thin, 
and so far extended at their Extremities, that they were moved 
with the wind, and made one believe that they were the pro- 
duct of nature, and not the representation of art. They also 
made the entire workmanship of the table appear to be three- 
fold, while the joints of the several parts were so united to- 
gether as to be invisible, and the places where they joined 
could not be distinguished. Now the thickness of the table 
was not less than hiuf a cubit So that this gift, by the kinff^s 
great generosity, by the great value of the materials, and the 
variety of its exquisite structure, and the artificers^ skill in 
imitating nature with graving tools, was at length brought to 

C»rfection, while the king was very deurous, that though in 
rgeness it were not to be different from that which was al« 
ready dedicated to God, yet that in exouisite workmanship, 
and the novelty of the contrivances, and in the splendour of 
its construction, it should far exceed it, and be more illustri- 
ous than that was. 

10. Now of the cisterns of gold there were two, whose 
sculpture was of scale work, from its basis to its belt-like cir- 
cle, with various sorts of stones inchased in the spiral circles. 
Next to which there was upon it a meander of a cubit in 
height; it was composed of stones of all sorts of colours. 
And next to this was the rod-work engraven ; and next to 
that was a rhombus in a texture of net-work, drawn out to 
the brim of the bason, while small shields, made of stones, 
beautiful in their kind, and of four fingers^ depth, filled up 
the middle parts. About the top of the bason were wreathed 
the leaves of lilies, and of the convolvulos, and the tendrils 
of vines, in a circular manner. And this was the construc- 
tion of the two cisterns of gold, each containing two firkins* 
But those which were of silver were much more bright and 
splendid than looking-glasses, and you might in them see the 
images that fell upon them more plainly than in the other.- 
The king also ordered thirty vials ; those of which the parts 
that were of gold, and filled up with precious stones, were 
shadowed over with the leaves of ivy and of vines, artificially 
engraven. And these were the vessels that were after an 
extraordinary manner brought to this perfection, partly by the 
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skill of the workmen, who were admirable in such fine work, 
but much more by the diligence and generosity of the king^ 
who not only supplied the artificers abundantly, and with 
great generosity, with what they wanted, but he forbade 
public audiences for the time, and came and stood by tlie 
workmen, and saw the whole operation. And this was the 
cause why the workmen were so accurate in their perform- 
ance, because they had regard to the king, ^nd to his great 
concern about the vessels, and so the more indefatigably kept 
close to the work. 

11. And these were what gifts were sent by Ptolemy to 
Jerusalem, and dedicated to God there. But when Eleazar 
the high-priest had devoted them to God, and had paid due 
respect to those that brought them, and had given tnem pre- 
sents to be caq^ied to the king, he dismissed them. And 
when they were come to Alexandria, and Ptolemy heard that 
they were come, and thai the seventy elders were come also, 
he presently sent for Andreas and Aristeus, his ambassadors, 
who came to him, and delivered him the epistle which they 
brought him from the high-priest, and made answer to all 
th^ questions he put to them by word of mouth. He then 
made haste to meet the elders that came from Jerusalem for 
the interpretation of the laws ; and he gave command, that 
every body who came en occasions should be sent away, 
which was a thing surprising, and what he did not use to do, 
for those that were drawn thither upon such occasions used 
to come to him on the fifth day, but ambassadors at the 
month's end. But when he had sent these away, he waited 
for those that were sent by Eleazar ; but as the old men 
came in with the presents, which the high-priest had given 
them to bring to the king, and with the membranes upon 
which they had their laws written in golden letters *, he put 
questions to them concerning those books ; and when they 
had taken ofiP the covers wherein they were wrapped up, they 
showed him the membranes. So the king stood admiring 
the thinness of those membranes, and the exactness of the 
junctures, which could not be perceived (so exactly* were: they 
connected one with another) ; and this he did for alconsider- 
able time. He then said, that he returned theln:tbanks for 
coming to him, and still greater thanks to him that sent them, 
and, above all, to that God whose laws they appeared to be. 
Then did the elders, and those that were present with them, 
cry out with one voice, and wished all happiness to the king. 
Upon which he fell into tears by the violence of the pleasure 

* The Talmudiits , say, that it is not lawful to write the law in letters of 
gold, contrary, to this ce^M^n ^nd very ancient example. See Hudson*s and 
Reland*s noies here. 

VOL. II. I 
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he had) it being natural to men to afford the same indkatioDs 
in ffreat joy that they do under sorrows. And when he had 
Ud them deliTer the books to those that were appointed to 
•receive them, he saluted the men, and said that it was but 
just to discourse, in the first place, of the errand they were 
sent about, and then to address himself to themselves. He 
promised, however, that he would make this day on which 
they came to him remarkable and eminent every year through 
the whole course of his life ; for their coming to him, and 
the victory which he gained over Antigonus by sea, proved 
td be on the very same day. He also gave orders that they 
ihould sup with him, and gave it in charge that they should 
have excellent lodgings provided for them in the upper part 
of the city. 

IS. Now he that was appointed to take cate of the recep- 
tion of strangers, Nicanor by name, called for Dorotheus, 
whose duty it was to make provision for them, and bid him 
prepare for every one of them what should be requisite for 
their diet and way of living. Which thing was ordered by 
the king after this manner : he took care, that those that be- 
longed to every city which did not use the same way of liv- 
hig, that all things should be prepared for them accordibg to 
the custom of those that came to him, that, being feasted 
according to the usual method of their own way of living, 
they might be the better pleased, and might not be uneasy at 
any thing done to them from which they were naturally averse. 
And this was now. done in the case of these men by Doro- 
theus, who was put into this office because of his great skill 
in such matters belonging to common life ; for he took care 
of all such matters as concerned the reception of strangers, 
and appointed them double seats for them to sit on, accord- 
ing as the king had commanded him to do ; for he had com- 
manded that half of their seats should be set at his hand, and 
the other half behind his table, and took care that no respect 
should be omitted that could be shown them. And when 
they were thus set down, he bid Dorotheus to minister to all 
those that were come to him from Judea, after the manner 
the^ used to be ministered to ; for which cause he sent away 
their sacred heralds, and those that slew the sacrifices, and 
the rest that used to say grace ; but he called to one of those 
that were come to him, whose name was Eleazar, who was 
a priest, and desired him to say grace, who then, stood in the 
midst of them, and prayed that ^* all prosperity might attend 
the king, and those that were his subjects *.^ Upon which 

* This is the most ancient example I have met with. of a grace or short 
prayer, or thanksgiving before meat ; which, as it is used to be said by an hea- 
then priest, was now said by Eleazar, a Jewish priest, who w«f one of theia 
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an acclamation was made by the whole company, with joy 
and a great noise ; and when that was over, they fell to eating 
their' supper, and to the enjoyment of what was set before 
them. And at a little interval afterward, when the king 
thought a sufficient time had been interposed, he began to 
talk philosophically to them, and he asked every one o? them 
a philosophical question *, and such a one as might give 
light in those inquiries ; and when they had explained all the 
problems that had been proposed by the king about every 
point, he was well pleased with their answers. This took up 
the twelve days in which they were treated : and he that 
pleases may learn the particular questions in that book of 
Aristeus's which he wrote on this very occasion. 

IS. And while not the king only, but the philosopher Me- 
nedemus also admired them, and said, that ^* all things were 
governed by Providence ; and that it was probable that thence 
it was that such force or beauty was discovered in these men's 
words,^ they then left off asking any more such questions. 
But the king said, that he had gained very great advantages 
by their coming, for that he had received this profit from 
them, that he had learned how he ought to rule his subjects. 
And he gave order, that they should have every one three ta- 
lents ffiven them ; and that, those that were to conduct them 
to their lodging should do it. Accordingly, when three days 
were over, Demetrius took them, and weAt over the causeway 
seven furlongs lonff : It was a bank in the sea to an island. 
And when they had gone over the bridge, he proceeded to the 
northern parts, and showed them where they should meet, 
which was in a house that was built near the shore, and was a 
quiet place, and fit for their discoursing together about their 
work. Whpn he had brought them thither, he entreated them . 
(now they had all things about them which they wanted for 
the interpretation of their law), that they would suffer nothing, 
to interrupt them in their work. Accordingly, they made an 
accurate interpretation, with ^eat zeal and great pains ; and 
this they continued to do till the ninth hour of the day ; after 
which time they relaxed and took care of their body, while 
their food was provided for them in great plenty ; besides, 
Dorotheus, at the king'^s command, brought them a great deal 
of what was provided for the king himself. But in the morn- 

serenty-two interpreters. The next example I have met with is that of the. 

Esaenea, Of the War, b. ii. ch. viii. sect. 5, vol. iii. both before and after it | 

those of our Saviour before it, Mark viii. 6. John vi. 11, 23, and St. Paul, 

Acts xxviii. 25. ; and a form of such a grace or prayer for Christians, at the 

end of the fifth book of the Apostolical Constitutions, which seems to hafv 

been intended for both times, both before and after meat. 

* Thev were xvther politics! questions and answers, tending to the good 

md reKgions gvVerument of mankind. 

I o 
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ing they came to the court, and saluted Ptolemy^ and then 
nvent away to their former place, where, when they had 
washed their hands and purified themselves *, they betook 
themselves to the interpretation of the laws. Now when the 
law was transcribed, and the labour of interpretation was over, 
which came to its conclusion in seventy-two days, Demetrius 
gathered all the Jews together to the place where the laws 
wer^ translated, and where the interpreters were, and read 
them over. The multitude did also approve of those elders 
that were the interpreters of the law. They withal com- 
mended Demetrius tor his proposal, as the inventor of what 
was greatly for their happiness ; and they desired that he 
would give leave to their rulers also to read the law. More- 
over, they all, both the priests and the ancientest of the elders, 
and the principal men of their commonwealA, made it their 
request, that since the interpretation was happily finished, it 
might continue in the state it n&w was, and mig^t not be al- 
tered. And when they all commended that determination of 
theirs, they enjoined, that if any one observed either -any 
thing superfluous, or any thing omitted, that he would take 
a view of it again, and, have it laid before them, and correct- 
ed ; which was a wise action of theirs, that when the thing 
was judged to have been well done, it might continue for ever. 
14. So the king rejoiced, when he saw that his design of 
this nature was brought to perfection, to so great advantage : 
and he was chiefly delighted with hearing the laws read to 
him ; and was astonished at the deep meaning and wisdom of 
the legislator. And he began to discourse with Demetrius, 
'* How it came to pass, that when this legislation was so 
wonderful, no one either of the poets or of the historians 
had made mention of it ?'* Demetrius made answer, ** that 
no one durst be so bold as to touch upon the description of 
these laws, because they were divine and venerable, and be- 
cause some that had attempted it were afllicted by God."*' He 
also told him, that *^ Theopompus was desirous of writing 
somewhat about them, but was thereupon disturbed in his 
mind for above thirty days time; and upon some intermission 
of his distemper, he appeased God [by prayer], as suspecting 
that his madness proceeded from that cause.*** Nay, indeed, 
he further saw a dream, that his distemper befell him while 
he indulged too great a curiosity about divine matters, and was 
desirous of publishing them among common men ; bi(t when 

* This purification of the interpreters, by washing in the sea, before they 
prayed to God every morning, and before they set about translating, may be 
eompared with the like practice of Peter the apostle, in the recognition! of 
Clement, b. iv. ch. iii. and b. v. ch. xxzvi. and with the places of the Pro- 
seucha, or of prayer, which were sometimes built near the sea 6r riTert alio. 
Of which matter see Antiq. b. xiv. ch. z. sect. 23, toL ii, snd Acts xwL IS,, 16. 
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he left tyff that attempt, he recovered his understandinff again. 
Moreover, he informed him of Theodectes, the tragic poetf 
concerning whom it was reported, that when in a certain , 
dramatic representation, he was desirous to make mention of 
things that were contained in the sacred books, he was af- 
flicted with a darkness in his eyes ; and that upon his being 
conscious of the occasion of his distemper, and appeasing 
Grod [by prayer], he was freed from that affliction. 

16. And when the king had received these books from 
Demetrius, as we have said already, he adored them ; and 
gave order that great care should be taken of them, that 
they might remain uncorrupted. He also desired that the 
interpreters would come often to him out of Judea, and that 
both on account of the respects that he would pay them, and 
on account of the presents he would make them : for he said, 
*^ It was now but just to send them awav, although if, of their 
own accord, they would come to him hereafter, they should 
obtain all that their own wisdom might justly require, and 
what his generosity was able to give them.^ So he then sent " 
them away ; and gave to every one (rf* them three garments of 
the best sort, and two talents of gold, and a cup of the value 
of one talent, and the furniture of the room wherein they were 
feasted. And these were the things he presented to them. 
But by them he sent to Eleazar the high-priest ten beds, with 
feet of silver, and the furniture to them belonging, and a cup 
of the value of thirty talents; and besides these, ten garments, 
and purple, and a very beautiful crown, and an hundred pieces 
of the finest woven linen ; as also vials and dishes, and vessels 
for pouring, and two golden cisterns, to be dedicated to Grod. 
He also desired him, by an epistle, that he would give these 
interpreters leave, if any of them* were desirous of coming to 
him, because he highly valued a conversation with men of 
such learning; and should be very willing to lay out his 
wealth upon such men. And this was what came to the Jews, 
and was much to their glory and honour, from Ptolemy Phi- 
ladelphus. 



CHAP. IIL 

How the Kings qfJsia honoured the Nation of the Jewe^ and 
made them Citizens of those cities which they built. 

f 1. The Jews also obtained honours from the kings of Asia, 
when they became their auxiliaries ; for Seleucus Nicator 
made them citizens in those cities which he built in Asia, and 
in the Lower Syria, and in the metropolis itself, Antioch ; 
and gave them privileges equal to those of the Macedonians 
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and Greelfs, who were the inhabitants, insomuch that these 
privileges continue to this very day ; an argument to which 
you have in this, that whereas the Jews do make use of oil * 
prepared by foreigners, they receive a certain sum of money 
n^m the proper officers belonging to their exercises as the 
value would have deprived them of ; in the last war. Mud- 
anus, who was then president of Syria, preserved it to them. 
And when the people of Alexandria and of Antioch^did after 
that^ at the time that Vespasian and Titus his son governed 
the habitable earth, pray that these privileges of citizens 
might be taken away, they did not obtain their request In 
which behaviour any one may discern the equity "f" and gene- 
rosity of the Romans, especially of Vespasian and Titus, who, 
although they had been at a great deal of pains in the war 
against the Jews, and were exasperated against them, be- 
cause they did not deliver up their weapons to them, but 
continued the war to the very last, yet did they not take away 
any of their fore-mentioned privileges belonging to them as 
citizens, but restrained their anger ; and overcame the prayers 
of the Alexandrians and Antiochians, who were a very power- 
ful people, insomuch that they did not yield to them, neither 
out of their favour to these people, nor out of their old grudge 
at those whose wicked opposition they had subdued in the 
war ; nor would they alter any of the ancient favours granted 
to the Jews, but said, that those who had borne armsagiunst 
them, and fought them, had suffered punishment already, 
and that it was not just to deprive those that bad not offended, 
of the privileges they enjoyed. 

2. We also know that Marcus Agrippa was of the like 
disposition towards the Jews : for when the people of lona 
were very angry at them, and besought Agrippa, that they, 
and they only, might have those priviWes of citizens which 
Aotiochus, the grandson of Seleucus (who by the Greeks was 
called ihe God)^ had bestowed on them ; and desii'ed, that if 
the Jews were to be joint partakers with them, they miffht be 
obliged to worship the gods they themselves worshipped: but 

* The use of oil was much greater, and the donatives of it much more va- 
luable in Judea and the neighbouring countries, than it is amongst us. It was 
also in the days of Josephus thought unlawful for Jews to make use of any oil 
that was prepared by heathens, perhaps on account of some superstitions in- 
tennized with its preparation by those heathens. Mlien, therefore, the heathens 
were to make them a donative of oil, thev paid them money instead of it. See 
Of the War, b. ii. ch. xxi. sect. 2. vol. iii. the Life of Josephus, sect. 13. voL 
iii. and Hudson's note on the place before us. 

•f This, and the like great and just characters of the justice and equity an4 
generosity of the old Romans, both to the Jews and other conquered natioii% 
affords us a very good reason why Almighty God, upon the rejection of the 
Jews for their wickedness, chose them for his people, and first established 
Christianity in that empire. Of which matter see Josephus here, sect. 2. M 
alio Antiq. b. ziv. cbi, z. 21, 23- b. zvL ch. ii. MCt. 4, voL ii 
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when these matters were brought to the trial, the Jews pre- 
vailed, and obtained leave to make use of their own customs, 
and this under the patronage of Nicolaus of Damascus ; for 
Agrippa gave sentence, that he could not innovate. And if 
anj one hath a mind to know this matter accurately, let him 
peruse the hundred and twenty-third, and hundred and twen- 
ty-fourth book of the history of this Nicolaus. Now, as to this 
determination of Agrippa, it is not so much to be admired, for 
at that time our nation hath not made war against the Ro- 
mans. But one may well be astonished at the generosity of 
Vespasian and Titus, that after so great wars and contests 
which they had from us, they should use such moderation. 
But I will now return to that part of my history whence I 
made the present digression. 

8. Now it happened that, in the reign of Antiochus the 
Great, who ruled over all Asia, the Jews, as well as the in- 
habitants of Celesyria, suffered greatly, and their land was 
sorely harassed ; for while he was at war with Ptolemy Phi- 
lopater, and with his son, who was called Epiphofies^ it fell 
out that these nations were equally sufferers, ooth when he 
was beaten and when he beat the others : so that they were 
very like to a ship in a storm, which is tossed by the waves 
on both sides; and just thus were ihey in their situation in 
the middle, between Antiochus^s prosperity and its change to 
adversity. But at length, when Antiochus had beaten Pto* 
lemy, he seized upon Judea ; and when Philopater was dead, 
his son sent out a great army under Scopas, the general of 
his forces, against the inhabitants of Celesyria, who took 
many of their cities, and in particular our nation, which^ 
when he fell upon them, went over to him. Yet was it not 
long afterward when Antiochus overcame Scopas, in a battle 
fought at the fountains of Jordan, and destroyed a great part 
of his army. But aftehvard, when Antiochus subdued those 
cities of delesyria which Scopas had gotten into his posses- 
sion, and Samaria with them, the Jews, of their own accord, 
went over to him, and received him into the city [Jerusalem], 
and gave plentiful provision to all his army, and to his ele- 
phants, and readily assisted him when he besieged the garrison 
which was in the citadel of Jerusalem. Wherefore Antio- 
chus thought it but just to requite the Jews^ diligence and 
zeal in his service : so he wrote to the generals of his ar- 
mies, and to bis friends, and save testimony to the good be- 
havioiu* of the Jews towards him, and informed them what 
rewards he had resolved to bestow on them for that their be- 
haviour. I will set down presently the epistles themselves, 
which he wrote to the generals concerning them, but will 
first produce the testimony of Polybius of Megalopolis ; for 
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thus does he speak, in the sixteenth book of his history; 
*< Now Scopas, the general of Ftolemy^s army, went in haste 
to the superior parts of the country, and in the winter time 
overthrew the nation of the Jews. He also saith, in the 
same book, that when Scopas was conquered by Antiochus, 
Antiochus received Batanea and Samaria, and Abila. and 
Gadara ; and that, a while afterwards, there came in to him 
those Jews that inhabited near that temple which was called 
Jerusalem ; concerning which, although I have more to say, 
and particularly concerning the presence of God about that 
temple, yet do I put off that history till another opportunity.^ 
This it is which Polybius relates. But we will return to the 
series of the history, when we have first produced the epistles 
of king Antiochus : 



C4 



King Antiochus to Ptoleht, sendeih greeting : 



** Since the Jews, upon our first entrance on their coun- 
try, demonstrated their friendship towards us, and when we 
came to their city [Jerusalem], received us in a splendid 
manner, and came to meet us with their senate, and gave 
abundance of provisions to our soldiers, and to the elephants, 
and joined with us in ejecting the garrison of the Egyptians 
that were in the citadel, we have thought fit to reward them, 
and to retrieve the condition of their city, which hath been 
^eatl^ depopulated by such accidents as have befallen its 
inhabitants, and to bring those that have been scattered 
abroad back to the city. And, in the first place, we have 
determined, on account of their piety towards God, to be- 
stow on them, as a pension, for their sacrifices of animals 
that are fit for sacrifice, for wine and oil, and frankincense, 
the value of twenty thousand pieces of silver, and [six] sacred 
artabrae of fine flour, with one thousand four hundred and 
rixty medimni of wheat, and three hundred and seventy-five 
medimni of salt. And these payments I would have fully 
paid them, as I have sent orders to you. I would also have 
the work about the temple finished, and the cloisters, and if 
there be any thing else that ought lo be rebuilt. And for 
^ the materials of wood, let it be brought-them out of Judea 
itself, and out of the other countries, and out of Libanus, 
tax free ; and the same I would have observed as to those 
other materials which will be necessary, in order to render 
the temple more glorious. And let all of that nation live 
according to the laws of their own country : and let the se« 
nate and the priests, and the scribes of the temple, and the 
aacred singers, be discharged from poll money and the crown 
tax, and other taxes also. And that the city may the sooner 
reoover its inhabitants, I grant a discharge from taxes for 
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three yean to its present inhabitants, and , to such as shall 
come to it, until the month Hyperberetus. We also dis- 
charge them for the future from a third part of their taxes, 
that the losses they have sustained may be repaired. And 
all those citizens that have been carried away, and are become 
slaves, we grant them and their children their freedom, and- 
give order that their substance be restored to them.^ 

4. And these were the contents of this epistle. He also 
published a decree through all his kingdom, in honour of the 
temple, which contained what follows : ^< It shall be lawful 
for no foreigner to come within the limits of the temple round 
about, which thing is forbidden also to the Jews, unless to 
those who, according to their own custom, have purified 
themselves. Nor let any flesh of horses, or of mules, or of 
asses, be brought into the city, whether they be wild or tame!; 
nor that of leopards, or foxes, or hares ; and, in general, that 
of any animal which is forbidden for the Jews to eat. Nor 
let their skins be brought into it ; nor let any such animal be 
bred up in the city. Let them only be permitted to use the 
sacrifices derived from their forefathers, with which they have 
been obliged to make acceptable atonements to God. And 
he that transgresseth any of these orders, let him pay to the 
priests three thousand drachmae of silver."" Moreover, this 
Antiochus bare testimony to our piety and fidelity, in an 
epistle of his, written when he was informed of a sedition in 
Phrygia and Lydia, at which time he was in the superii»r 

Jirovinces, wherein he commanded Zeuxis, the general of his 
brces, and his most intimate friend, to send some of our na- 
tion out of Babylon into Phrygia. The epistle was this : 

** Kino Antiochus toZEVxumsFArHKRfSendethgreeHng: 

** If you are in health, it is well. I also am in health. 
Having oeen informed that a sedition is arisen in Lydia and 
Phryeia, I thought that matter required great care: and upon 
advising with my friends what was fit to be done, it hath 
been thought proper to remove two thousand families of 
Jews, with their effSects, out of Mesopotamia and Babylon^ 
unto the castles and places that lie most convenient ; for I 
am persuaded that they will be well-disposed guardians of 
our possessions, because qf their piety towards God, and be- 
cause I know that my predecessors have borne witness .to 
them, that they are faithtul, and, with alacrity, do what they 
are desired to do. I will, therefore, though it be a laborious 
work, that thou remove these Jews, under ^ promise that they 
shall be permitted to use their own laws. And when thou 
shalt have brought them to the places forementioned, thou 
shalt {^ve every one of their famihes a place for building thdr 
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hcMjfes, and a portion of land for their buabaadiyt and fcr Ae 
plantation of their vines ; and thou sbalt dischar]ge 
paying taxes of the fruits of the earth for ten j 
them have a proper quantity of wheat for die 
of their servants, until they receive bread corn CMit uf the 
earth ; albo let a sufficient share be given to such 
to-them in the necessaries of life, that, by enjoying 
of our humanity, they may show themselves the more wiffing 
and ready about our affairs. Take care likewise of that aa- 
tion, as far as thou art able, that they may not haTe any Jaof 
turbances given them by any one." Now these testiiDoiiiak 
which I have produced are sufficient to declare the fijeodslqi 
that Antiochus the Great bare to the Jews. 



CHAP. IV. 

H<no Antiochus made a league with Ptolemy; and ham 
Onias provoked Ptolemy Euergetea to Anger / and ham 
Joseph brought all things right again^ and entered inio 
Friendship ttnth him ; and tchat other Things were done 
by Joseph^ and his son Hyrcanus. 

§ 1. After this Antiochus made a friendship and a league 
with Ptolemy, and gave him his daughter Cleopatra to wifei 
and yielded up to him Celesyria, and Samaria, and Judea, 
and Phcnicia, by way of dowry. And upon the di virion of 
the taxes between the two kings, all the principal men framed 
the taxes of their several countries, and collecting the sum 
that was settled for them, paid the same to the [two] kings. 
Now at this time the Samaritans were in a flourishing con- 
dition, and much distressed the Jews, cutting ofl^part of their 
land, and carrying off slaves. This happened when Onias 
was high-priest ; and after Eleazar's death, his uncle Manas- 
seh took the priesthood, and after he had ended his life, 
Onias received that dignity. He was the son of Simon, who 
was called the Justy which Simon was the brother of Elea- 
zar, as I said before. This Onias was one of a little soul, 
and a great lover of money ; and for that reason, because he 
did not pay that tax of twenty talents of silver which his 
forefathers paid to these kings out of their own estates, he 
provoked kmg Ptolemy Euergetes to anger, who was the 
father of Philopater. Euergetes sent an ambassador to Je- 
rusalem, and complained that Onias did not pay his taxes, 
and threatened that, if he did not receive them, he would 
seize upon their land, and send soldiers to live upon it. When 
the Jews heard this message of the king's, they were con- 
founded : but so sordidly covetous was Onias, tnat nothing 
of this nature made him ashamed. 
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S. There was now one Joseph^ young in age» but of great 
reputation among the people of Jerusalem, for gravity, pru- 
dence, and jusUce. His father'^B name was Tobias ; and his 
mother was the sister of Oiuas the high-priest, who informed 
him of the coming of the ambassador ; for he was then so- 
journing at a village named Phiad *, where he was bom. 
Hereupon he came to the city [Jerusalem], and reproved 
Onias for not taking care of the preservation of his country- 
men, but brinsing the nation into dangers, by not paying this 
money ; for which preservation of them he told him he hlui 
received the authonty over them, and had been made high- 
priest : but tliat, in case be was so great a lover of money 
as to endure to see his country in danger on that account, 
and his countrymen suffer the sreatest damages, he advised 
him to go to the king, and petition him to remit either the 
whole or a part of the sum aemanded. Onias's answer was 
this. That he did not care for his authority, and that he was 
ready, if the thing were practicable, to lay down his faigb- 

Eriesthood ; and that he would not go to the king, because 
e troubled not himself at all about such matters. Joseph 
then asked him if he would not give him leave to go ambas- 
sador on behalf of the nation. He replied. That he would 
give him leave. Upon which Joseph went up into the tem* 
pie, and called the multitude together to a congregation, and 
exhorted them not to be disturbed nor afirighted, because of 
his uncle Onias's carelessness, but desired them to be at rest, 
and not terrify themselves with fear about it ; for he pro- 
mised them that he would be their ambassador to the kmg, 
and persuade him that they had done him no wrong. And 
when the multitude heard this, they returned thanks to Jo- 
seph. So he went down from the temple, and treated Fto. 
lemy*s ambassador in an hospitable manner. He also pre. 
sented him with rich gifts, and feasted him magnificently for 
many days, aind then sent him to the king before him, and 
told him that he would soon follow him ; for he was now 
more willing to go to the king, by the encouragement of the 
ambassador, who earnestly persuaded him to come into 
Egypt, and promised him that he would take care that he 
should obtain every thing that he desired of Ptolemy, for he 
was highly pleased with liis frank and liberal temper, and 
with the gravity of his deportment. 

3. When Ptolemy^s ambassador was come into Egypt, he 
told the king of the thoughtless temper of Onias, and informed 

* The name of this place, Phktl, is the rery same with that of ths chief- 
captain of Abimelech*B host, in the days of Abraham, Gen. xzL 9S, and 
mkht possibly be Uie place of that Phiool*s nativity or abode ; lor it seems 
to have been in the south p«rt of Palestine, as that was. 
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him of the goodness of the disposition of Joseph, and that 
he was coming to him, to excuse the multitude, as not having 
done him any harm, for that he was their patron. In short, 
he was so very large in his encomiums upon the young man, 
that he disposed both the king and his wife Cleopatra to 
have a kindness for him before he came. So Joseph sent to 
his friends in Samaria, and borrowed money of them, and 
got ready what was necessary for his journey, garments and 
■cups, and beasts for burden, which amounted to about twenty 
thousand drachma?, and went to Alexandria. Now it hap- 
pened that at this time all the principal men and rulers went 
up out of the cities of Syria and Phenicia, to bid for their 
taxes ; for every year the king sold them to the men of the 
ffreatest power in every city. So these men saw Joseph 
journeying on th^ way, and laughed at him for his poverty 
and meanness. But when he came to Alexandria, and lieani 
that king Ptolemy was at Memphis, he went up thither to 
meet with him, which happened as the king was in his cha- 
riot, with his wife, and with his friend Athenion, who was 
the very person who had been ambassador at Jerusalem, and 
had been entertained by Joseph. As soon, therefore, as 
Athenion saw him, he presently made him known to the 
king, how good and generous a younff man he was. So 
Ptolemy saluted him first, and desired him to come up into 
his chariot ; and as Joseph sat there, he began to complain 
of the management of Onias. To which he answered, .For- 

E*ve him, on account of his age, for thou canst not certainly 
) unacquainted with this, that old men and infants have their 
minds exactly alike ; but thou shalt have from us, who are 
young men, every thing thou desircst, and shalt have no cause 
to complain. With this good humour and pleasantry of the 
young man the king was so delighted, that he began already, 
as though he had long experience of him, to have a still 
greater affection for him, insomuch that he bade him take 
bis diet in the kind's palace, and be a guest at his own table 
every day. But when the kin^ was come to Alexandria, the 
principal men of Syria saw him sitting with the king, and 
were much offended at it. 

4. And when the day came on which the king was to let 
the taxes of the cities to farm, and those that were the prin- 
cipal men of dignity in their several countries were to bid for 
them, the sum of the taxes together of Celesyria and Pheni- 
da, and Judea, with Samaria [as they were bidden for], came 
to eight thousand talents. Hereupon Joseph accused the 
bidders, as having agreed together to estimate the value of 
the taxes at too low a rate ; and he promised that he would 
himself give twice as much for them ; but for those who did 
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not paj) he would send the kine home their whole substance ; 
for this privilege was sold together with the taxes themselves. 
The king was pleased to hear that offer ; and because it 
augmented his revenues, he said he would confirm the sale 
.of the taxes to him. But then he asked him this question. 
Whether he had any sureties that would be bound for the 
payment of the money ? He answered very pleasantly, I 
will give such security, and those of persons good ana re- 
sponsible, and which you sh&U have no reason to distrust 
And when he bid him name them, who they were, he replied, 
I give thee no othet persons, O king, for my sureties, than 
thyself, and this thy wife ; and you shall be security for both 

Earties. So Ptolemy laughed at the proposal, and granted 
im the farming of the taxes without any sureties. This 
procedure was a sore grief- to those that came from the cities 
into Egypt, who were utterly disappointed ; and they re- 
turned every one to their own country with shame. 

5. But Joseph took with him two thousand foot sotdi^rs 
from the king ; for he desired he might have some assistance 
in order to force such as were refractory in the cities to pay. 
-And borrowing of the king's friends at Alexandria five hun- 
dred talents, he made haste back into Syria. And when he 
was at Askelon, and demanded the taxes of the people of 
Askelon, they refused to pay any thing, and affronted him 
also ; upon which he seized upon about twenty of the prin- 
cipal men, and slew them, and gathered what they had too- 
ther, and sent it all to the king ; and informed him whathe 
had done. Ptolemy admired at the prudent conduct of the 
man, and commended him for what he had done ; and gave 
him leave to do as he pleased. When the Syrians heard of 
this, they were astonished ; and having before them a sad 
example in the men of Askelon that were slain, they opened 
their gates, and willingly admitted Joseph, and paid their 
taxes. And when the inhabitants of Scythopolis attempted 
to affront him, and would not pay him those taxes which 
they formerly used to pay, without disputing about them, he 
slew also the principal men of that city, and sent their effects, 
to the king. By this means he gathered great wealth tpge- 
ther, and made vast gains by this farming of the taxes ; and 
he made use of what estate he had thus gotten, in order to 
support his authority, as thinking it a peace of prudence to 
keep what had been the occasion and foundation of his pre- 
sent good fortune ; and this he did by the assistance of what 
he was already possessed of, for he privately sent many pre- 
sents to the king« and to Cleopatra, and to Uieir friends, and 
to all that were powerful about the court, and thereby piur- 
chased their good will. to himself. 
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' 0. This good fortune he enjoyed for twenty-two years ; 
and was become the father of seven sons, by one wife : he 
bad also another son, whose name was Hyrcanus, by his bro- 
ther Solymius'^s daughter, whom he married on the following 
occasioh : He once came to Alexandria with his brother, 
who had along with him a daughter already marriageable, in 
order to give her in wedlock to some of the Jews of chief 
dignity there. He then supped with the king, and falling in 
love with an actress that was of great beauty, and came into 
the room where they feasted, he told his brother of it, and 
entreated him, because a Jew is forbidden by their law to 
come near to a foreigner, to conceal his offence, and to be 
kind and subservient to him, and to give him an opportunity 
of fulfilling his desires. Upoti which his brother willingly 
entertained the proposal of serving him, and adorned his own 
daughter, and brought her to him by niffht, and put her into 
his bed. And Joseph, being disordered in drink, knew not 
who she was, and so lay with his brother^s dauffhter ; and thus 
did he many times, and loved her exceedingly ; and said to 
his brother, that he loved this actress so weU that he should 
run the hazard of his life [if he must part with her], and yet 
mt>bably the king would not ^ve him leave [to take her with 
mm]. But his brother bid him be in no concern about the 
matter, and told him he might enjoy her whom he loved 
without any danger, and might have her for his wife ; and 
opened the truth of the matter to him, and assured him that 
he chose rather to have his own daughter abused, than to 
overlook him and see him come to [public] disgrace. So 
Joseph commended him for this his brotherly love, and mar- 
ried nis daughter, and by her begat a son whose name was 
Hyrcanus, as we said before. And when this his youngest 
son showed, at thirteen years old, a mind that was both cou- 
rageous and wise, and was greatly envied by his brethren, as 
being of a genius much above them, and such an one as they 
might well envy, Joseph had once a mind to know which of 
his sons had the best disposition to virtue ; and when he sent 
them severally to those tnat had then the best reputation for 
instructing youth, the rest of his children, by reason of their 
sloth and unwillingness to take pains, returned to him foolish 
and unlearned. After them he sent out the youngest, Hyr- 
canns, and gave him three hundred yoke of oxen, and bid 
him go two days* journey into the Tvildemess, and sow the 
land there, and yet kept back privately the yokes of the oxen 
that coupled them together. When Hyrcanus came to the 
place, and found he had no yokes with them, he contemned 
the drivers of the oxen, who advised him to send some to his 
father, to bring them some yokes ; but he thinking that he 

r 
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ougbt not to lose his time, while they should be sent to bring 
him the yokes, he invented a kind of stratagem, and what 
suited an age elder than his own ; for he slew ten yoke of the 
oxen, and distributed their flesh among the labourers, and 
cut their hides into several pieces, and made him yokes, and 
yoked the oxen together with them ; by which means he 
sowed as much land as his father had appointed him. to sow^ 
and returned to him. And when he was come back, his f»« 
ther was mightily pleased with his sagacity, and commended 
the sharpness of his understanding, and his boldness in what 
he did ; and he still loved him the more, as if he were bis 
only genuine son, while his brethren were much troubled at it. 

7. But when one told him that Ptolemy had a son just 
born, and that all the principal^inen of Syria, and the other 
countries subject to him, were to kiep a festival, on account 
of the child's birth-day, and went away in haste with great 
retinues to Alexandria, he Was himself indeed hindered from 
going by old age, but he made trial of his sons, whether any 
of them would be willing to go to the king. And when the 
elder sons excused themselves from going, and said, they 
were not courtiers good enough for such conversation, and 
advised him to send their brother Hyrcanus, he gladly heark-* 
ened to that advice ; and called Hyrcanus, and asked him 
whether he would go to the king, and whether it was agree- 
able to him to go or not P And upon his promise that he 
would go, and his saying that he should not want much mo- 
ney for his journey, because he would live moderately ; and 
that ten thousand drachmae would be sufficient, he was 
pleased with his son's prudence. After a littie while the 
son advised his father not to send his presents to the king 
from thence, but to give him a letter to his steward at Alex- 
andria, that he might furnish him with money for purchasing 
what should be most excellent and most precious. So he^ 
thinking that the expense of ten talents would be enough for 
presents to be made to the king, and commending his son, 
as givinff him good advice, wrote to Arion his steward, that 
managed all his money matters at Alexandria ; which money 
was not less than three thousand talents on his account, for 
Joseph sent the money he received in Syria to Alexandria, 
and when the day appointed for the payment of the taxes to 
the king came, he wrote to Arion to pay them. So when 
the son had asked his father for a letter to this steward, and 
had received it, he made haste to Alexandria. And when 
he was gone, his brethren wrote to all the king's friends, that 
they should destroy him. 

8. But when he was come to Alexandria, he delivered his 
letter to Arion, who asked him how many talents he would 
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haTe (hoping he would ask for no more than ten, or a little 
more) ? He wd he wanted a thousand talents. At which 
the steward was angry, and rebuked him, as one that intended 
to live extravagantly ; and he let him know how his father 
had gathered together his estate by pains-taking, and resisting 
his inclination, and wished him to imitate the example of his 
father : he assured him withal, that he would give him but 
ten talents, and that for a present to the king alsa The 
son was irritated at this, and threw Arion into prison. But 
when Arion's wife had informed Cleopatra of this, with her 
entreaty that she would rebuke the child for what he had 
done (for Arion was in great esteem with her), Cleopatra 
informed the king of it And Ptolemy sent for Hyrcanus, 
and told him, that ^< he wondered* when he was sent to him 
by his father, that he hadLnot yet come into his presence, but 
bad laid the steward in pritoo.^^ And he gave order, there- 
fore, that he should come to him, and give an account of the 
leaaoo of what he had done. And they report, that the an- 
swer he made to the king^s messen^r was this, that ** there 
was a law of his that forbade a child that was born to taste 
of ^the sacrifice before he had been at the temple, and sacri- 
ficed to God. According to which way of reasoning, he did 
not himself come to bim,^ in expectation of the present he 
was to make to him, as to one who had been his father^s be- 
nefactor ; and that he had punished the slave for disobeying 
his commands, for that it mattered not whether a master was 
little or great : so that unless we punish such as these, thou 
thyself mayest also expect to be despised by thy subjects.'** 
Upon hearing this his answer, he fell a laughing, and won- 
dered at the great soul of the child. 

9* When Arion was apprised that this was the kingV dis- 
position, and that he had no way to help himself, he gave 
the child a thousand talents, and was let out of prison. So 
after three days were over, Hyrcanus came and saluted the 
king and queen. They saw him with pleasure, and feasted 
him in an obliging manner, out of the respect they bare to 
his father. So he came to the merchants privately, and 
bought an hundred boys, that had learning, and were in the 
flower of their ages, each at a talent apiece ; as also he bought 
an hundred maidens, each at the same price as the other. 
And when he was invited to feast with the king among the 
principal men of the country, he sat down the lowest of them 
all, because he was little regarded, as a child in a^e still ; 
and this by those who placed every one according to nis dig- 
nity. Now when all those that sat with him had Iwl the 
bones of the several parts in a heap before Hyrcanus (for 
they had themselves taken away the flesh belonging -to them). 
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till the table where he sat was filled full with them ; Trypho^ 
w^^o was the king^s jester, and was appointed for jokes and 
laughter at festivals, was now asked by the guests that sat at 
the table [to expose him to laughter]. So he stood by the 
king, and said, *^ Dost thou not see, my Lord, the bones that 
lie by Hyrcanus ? By this similitude thou mayest conjecture 
that his father made all Syria as bare as he hath made these 
bones.^ And the king, laughing at what Trypho said, and 
asking of Hyrcanus, ^* How he came to have so many bones 
before him ?'' he replied, " Very rightfully, my lord ; for they 
are dogs that eat the flesh and the bones together, as these 
thy guests have done (looking in the mean time at those 

Sests), for there is nothing before them ; but they are men 
It eat the flesh and cast away the bones, as I, who also am 
a man, have now done."^ Upon which the king admired at 
his answer, which, was so wisely made ; and bade them all 
make an exclamation, as a mark of their approbation of his 
jest, which was truly a facetious one. On the next dayy 
Hyrcanus went to every one of the king^s friends, and of the 
men powerful at court, and saluted them ; but still inquired 
of the servants what present they would make the king on hia 
son^s birth-day ? and when some said that they would give - 
twelve talents, and that others of greater dignity would every 
one ^ve according to the quantity of their riches, he pre. 
tended to every one of them to be grieved that he was not 
able to bring so large a present, for that he had no more 
than five talents. And when the servants heard what he said, 
they told their masters ; and they rejoiced in the prospect 
that Joseph would be disapproved, and would make the king 
angryn by the smallness of his present. When the day came, 
the others, even those that brought the most, offered the king 
not above twenty talents ; but Hyrcanus gave to every one of 
the hundred boys and hundred maidens that he had bought 
a talent a-piece, for them to carry, and introduced them, the 
boys to the king, and the maidens to Cleopatra ; every body 
wondering at th€| unexpected richness of the presents, even 
the king and queen themselves. He also presented those 
that attended about the king with gifts, to the value of a 
great number of talents, that he might escape the danger he 
was in from them ; for to these it was that Hyrcanus's bre- 
thren had written to destroy him. Now Ptolemy admired 
at the young man's magnanimity, and commanded him to ask 
what gift he pleased. But he desired nothing else to be done 
for him by the king than to write to his father and brethren 
about him. So when the king had paid him very great re- 
spects, and had given him very large gifts, and nad written- 
to his father and his brethren, and all his commanders and 
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officersy about him, he sent him awa^. Bot when his brt* 
thren heard that Hyrcanus had recetred such faivoun titom 
the king, and was returning home with grea^ honour, they 
went out to meet him, and to destroy htm, and that with tM 
privity of their fathet ; for he was angry at him for the |large| 
sum of money that he bestowed for presents, and so hadno 
eoncern for his preservation. However, Joseph concealed 
die anger he had at his son, out of fear of the king. And 
when Hyrcanus's brethren came to fight him, he slew many 
others of thole that were with them, aa also two of his bre* 
thren themselves ; but the rest of them escaped to Jerusalem 
to Uieir father. But when Hyrcanus came to the city, whete 
nobody would receive him, he was afrmd for himself, and re^ 
tared beyond the river Jordan, and 'there* abode, but obli^ng 
the barbarians to pay their taxes. 

10; At this time Seleuoos, wha was called SoteVf reigned 
over Asia, being the son of Ajitiochus thi Chreat, And [now) 
Hyrcanus^a father Joseph died. He was a good man, and 
of great magnanimity, and brought th^ Jews out of a state 
of poverty and meanness, to one that was more splendid. 
He retained the farm of the taxes of Syria, and Phenida,^ 
and Samaria, twenty*two years. His uncle, dso, Onias, died 
[about this time}, and left the high-priesthood to his son Si-^ 
mon. And when he was dead, Onias his son succeeded him 
in that dignity. To him it was that Areus, king of the La^ 
cedemonians^ sent an embassage, with an epistle, the copy 
whereof here follows t 

*^ Areus, Mng of the iMcedemonianSf to Onias, sendeth 

greeting ; 

*^ We have met with a certain writing, whereby we have 
discovered that both the Jews and the Lacedemonians are of 
one stock, and are derived from the kindred of Abraham *: 
tt is but just, therefore, that you, who are our brethren, 

* MHienoe it comes that these Laoedembnians declare themselves here to hm 
of kin to the Jews, aS derived from the same ancestor, Abraham, I cannot 
tell, unless, as Orotius supposes, they were derived from the Dores, that came 
of the Pelasgi. These are by Herodotua called ba/rbananay and perhapa were- 
derived from the Syrians and Arabians, the posterity of Abraham by Keturah. 
See Antiq. B. xvi. ch. z. sect. 22, voL ii. and Of the War, B. L ch. zzvi. sect. 
L vol. iii. and Grot, on 1 Maocab. xii. 7* We may farther observe, from the 
recognitions of Clement, that Eliezer of Damascns, the mrwmi ci Alwaham, 
Gen. XT. 2, and xzivr was of old by some taken for his «oik So that,: if the 
Lacedemonians were sprung from him, they might think themselves to be of 
the posterity of Abraham^ as well as the Jews, who were sprung from Isaac 
And perhaps this Bliezer of Damascus is that very Damasons whom Trogua 
Pompeius, as abridged by Justin, makes the founder of the Jewish nation it* 
self, though he afterwards blunders, and makes Aielus, Adores, Abraham, 
and Israel, kings of Judea, and successors to this Damascus. It may not be 
improper to observe fiuther, that Moses Chorenensis, in his history of the 
Armenians, informs us, that the nation of the Parthians was also derived from 
Abraham by Keturah and her .children.. 
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should send to us about any of your concerns as you please. 
We will also do the same thing, and esteem your concerns 
as our own, and look upon our concerns as in common with 
yours. Demotoles, who brings you thid letter, will bring 
your answer back to us. This letter is four-square ; and the 
seal is an eagle, with a dragon in his claws.^ 

11. And these were the contents of the epistle which was 
sent from the king of the Lacedemonians. But upon the 
death of Joseph, the people grew seditious on account of iiis 
sons: for whereas the elder made war against Hyrcanus, 
who was the youngest of Joseph^s sons, tne multitude was 
divided, but the greater part joined with the elders in this 
war, as did Simon the hign-priesti by reason he was of kin 
to them. However, Hyrcanus determined not to return to 
Jerusalem any more^ but seated himself beyond Jordan, and 
was at perpetual war with the Arabians, and 'slew many of 
them, and took many of them captives. He also erected a 
strong castle, and built it entirely of white stone, to the very 
roof ; and had animals of a prodigious magnitude engraven 
upon it. He also drew around it a great and deep canal of 
waters He also made caves of many furlongs in length, by 
hollowing a rock that was over agamst him ; and then he 
made large rooms in it, some for feasting, and some for 
sleeping and living in. He introduced also a vast quantity 
<^ waters, which ran along it, and which was very delightful 
and ornamental in the court. But still he made the entri^nces 
at the mouth of the caves so narrow, that no more than one 
person could enter by them at once : and the reason why he 
built them after that manner was a ffood one ; it was for his 
own preservation, lest he should be besieged by his brethren, 
and run the hazard of being caught by them. Moreover, he 
built courts of greater magnitude than ordinary, which he 
adorned with vastly large gardens. And when he had brought 
the place to this state, ne named it Tyre. This place is be- 
tween Arabia and Judea, beyond Jordan, not far from the 
country of Heshbon. And he ruled over those parts for 
seven years, even all the time that Seleucus was king of Syria. 
But wnen he was dead, his brother Antiochus, who was called 
Epifhanesy took the kingdom. Ptolemy also, the king of 
Egypt, died, wbo^ was besides called Epipfuines. He left 
two sons, and both young in age ; the elder of which was 
called PhUometerj and the younger Physcon, As for Hyr- 
canus, when he saw that Antiochus had a great army, and 
feared lest he should be caught by him, ana brought to pu- 
nishment for what he had done to the Arabians, he ended his 
life, and slew himself with his own hand ; while. Antiochus 
seized upon alThis sabstanoe. 

ic2 
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CHAP. V. 

How^ upon the Quarrels of the Jews one against another 
about the High^Priesthood^ Antiochus made an Expedition 
against Jerusaleniy took the City, and pillaged the Temple^ 
and distressed the Jews : as also, how many of the.Jews^ 
Jbrsook the Laws of their Country ; and how the Sama^ 
ritans followed the Customs of the Greeks^ and named 
their Temple af Mount Gerizzim the Temple of Jupiter 
. H'ellenius. 

§ 1. Aboctt this timef upon the death of Onias the high- , 
priest, they gave the high-priesthood to Jesus's brother ; for 
that soil- which Onias left [or Onias IV.] was yet but an in- 
fant : and, in its proper place, we will inform the reader of all 
the circumstances that befell this child. But this Jesus, who 
was the brother of Onias, was deprived of the high-priestr 
liood by the king, who was angry with him, and gave it to 
his younger brother, whose name also was Onias, for Simon 
had these three sons, to each of which the priesthood came, 
as we have already informed- the reader *. This Jesus changed 
his name to Jason ; but Onias was called Menelaus. . Now 
as the former higlvpriest Jesus raised a sedition against Me^ 
nelaus, who was ordained after him, the multitude were du 
vided ))etween them both. And the sons of Tobias took the 
part of Menelaus, but the greater part of the people assisted 
Jason ; and by that means Menelaus and the sons of Tobias 
were distressed, and retired to Antiochus, and informed him, 
that they were desirous to leave the laws of their country^ 
and the Jewish way of living according to them, and to fol- 
low the king's laws, and the Grecian way of living : where- 
fore they desired his permission to build them a Gymnasium "f- 

* We have hitherto had but a few of thoae mftny dtatioiu where JoBephns 
sayR, that he had elsewhere formerly treated of many things, of i^ch yethia 
present books ha^e not a syllable. Our commentators have hitherto been able 
to give no tolerable account of the^e citations, which are far too numerool, and 
that usually in all his copies, both Greek and Latin, to be snpposed later int«r. 
polations, which is inmost aH that has hitherto been said upon this occation. 
What I have to say farther is this, that we have but very few of their references 
h^ore^ and very many in and afler the history of Antiochus Epiphanes; and 
tluit Joseph us*s first work, the Hebrew or Chaldee, as well as the Greek high 
tory of the Jewish War, loug since loot, began with that very history, so that 
the references are most probably made to that edition of the seven books of 
the War. See several other examples, besides those in the two sections before 
us, in Antiq. B. xiii. ch. ii. sect; 1. 4. vol. ii. and ch. iv. sect. 6. 8. ch. ▼. sect. 
6. 11. ch. viii. sect 4. and ch. xiii. sect. 4. 5. and Antiq* B. xviii. chap, it* 
sect. 5. voL ii. 

+ This word Gymnasium properly denotes a place where the exercises were 
performed naked^ which, b^»use it would naturally distingtiish circumcised 
Jews from uncircumcised Gentiles, these Jewish apostates endeavoured to ap^r^ 
pear uncircumcised, by means of a chirurgical operation, hinted at by St. Paul, 
1 Cor. vii. 18, and described by Celsus, B. vii. ch. xxv. aH Dr Hud?ionltere 
informs us. 
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at Jerusalem. And when he had given them leave, they also 
hid the circumcision of their genitals, that even when they 
were naked, they might appear to be Greeks. Accordingly 
'they left off all the customs that belonged to their own coun- 
try, And imitated the practices of the other nations. 

^. Now Antiochus, upon the agreeable situation of the 
affairs of his kingdom, resolved to make an expedition against 
Egypt, both because he had a desire to gain it, and because 
be contemned the son of Ptolemy, as now weak, and not yet 
of abilities to manage affairs of such consequence; so he came 
with great forces to Pelusium, and circumvented Ptolemy 
Philometer by treachery, and seized upon Egypt. He then 
caipe to the places about Memphis; and when he had taken 
them, he made haste to Alexandria, in hopes of taking it by 
eiege, and subduing Ptolemy, who reigned there. But he 
was driven not only from Alexandria, but out of all Egypt^ 
by the declaration of the Romans, who charged him to let 
that country alone ; according as I have elsewhere formerly 
declared. I will now give a particular account of what eon* 
cerns this king, how he subdued Judea and the temple ; for 
in my former work I mentioned those things very briefly, 
and have now therefore thought it necessary to go over that 
bistory again, and that with great accuracy. 

S. * King Antiochus returning out of Egypt, for fear of the 
Romans, made an expedition against the city Jerusalem; and 
when he was there, in the hundred forty and third year of the 
kingdom of the Selucidae, he took the city without fighting, 
those of his own party opening the gates to him. And when 
he had gotten possession of Jerusalem,* he slew many of the 
opposite party; and when he had plundered it of a great deal 
of money, he returned to Antioch. 

4. Now it came to pass, after two years, in the hundred 
forty and fifth year, on the twenty-fifth day of that month 
which is by us called Chasleu^ and by the Macedonians Apel-- 
ieuSf in the hundred and fifty-third olympiad, that the king 
came up to Jerusalem, and pretending peace, he got posses- 
sion of the city by treachery ; at which time he spared not 
so much as those that admitted him into it, on account of the 
riches that lay in the temple ; but, led by his covetous incli- 
nation (for he saw there was in it a great deal of gold, and 
many ornaments that had been dedicated to it of very great 

* Hereabout Josephu& beginii to follow the first book of the Maccabees, a 
most excellent and most authentic history; and accordingly it is here, with 
great fidelity and exactness, abridged by him : between whose present copies 
there seem to be fewer variations than in any other sacred Hebrew book of 
the Old Testament whatsoever (for this book also was origrinally written 
in Hebrew), which is very natural, because it was written mudi nearer tQ 
the times of Josephus than the rest were. 
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value), and in order to plunder its wealthi he ventured to 
t>reak the league he had made. So he left the temole bare ; 
and took away the golden candlesticks, and the golden altar 
[of incense] and table [of shew-bread], and the altar [of 
bumt-oifering] ; and did not abstain from even the vials, 
which were made of fine linen and scarlet. He also emptied 
it of its secret treasures, and left nothing at all remaining ; and 
by this means cast the Jews into great mmentation, for he for- 
bade them to offer those daily sacrifices which they used to 
offer to God, according to the law. And when they had pil- 
laged the whole city, some of the inhabitants he slew, and 
9ome he carried captive, together with their wives and chil- 
dren, so that the multitude of those captives that were taken 
alive amounted to about ten thousand* He also burnt dowp 
the finest buildings ; and when he had overthrown the city 
walls, he built a dtadel * in the lower part of the dtv, for the 
place was hi^h, and overlooked the temple, on whico account 
lie fortified it with high walls and towers, and put into it a 
garrison of Macedonians. However, in that citadel dwelt the 
impious and wicked part of the [Jewish] multitude, from 
whom it proved that the citizens suffered manv and sore ca- 
lamities. And when the king had built an idol altar upon 
God's altar, he slew swine upon it, and so offered a sacrifice 
neither according to the law, nor the Jewish religious worship 
in that country. He also compelled them to forsake the wor- 
ship which they pud their own God, and to adore those whom 
he took to be gods ; and made them build temples, and raise 
idol altars in every city and village, and offer swine upon 
them every day. He also commanded them not to circum- 
cise their sons, and threatened to punish, any that should be 
found to have transgressed his injunction. He also appoint- 
ed overseers, who should compel them to do what he com- 
inanded. And indeed many Jews there were who complied 
with the kinff's commands, either voluntarily, or out of fe^r 
of the penalty that was denounced : but the best of men, 
those of the noblest souls, did not regard him, but did pay a 
greater respect to the customs of their country, than concern 
as to the punishment which he threatened to the disobedient; 
on which account they every day underwent ffreat miseries 
fmd bitter torments, for they were whipped with rods, and , 

* This Ciiadtly of which w hare tach fieqnent mention in the Iblhming 
history, both in the Maccabees and Josephus, seems to have been a castle 
built upon a hill, lower than Mount Zion, though upon its skirts, and higher ^ 
than Mount Moriah, though between them both ( which hill the enemies of 
the Jews now got possessicm of, and built on it this dtadel, and fortified it, 
till a good while afterwards the Jews regained it, demolished it, and levelled 
the hill itself with the eommon ground, that their enemies might no more re- 
cover it, and might thence overlook the temple itself^ and do them such i|iis« 
phief as they had long undergone from it, Anti^ B. ziii. ch. vi. sect. 0. 
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their bodies were torn to pieoei, and were crucified, while 
they were still alive^ and hr^thed. They also strangled those 
women and their sons whom they had circumcised^ ks the 
king had appointed, hanging their sons about their necks as 
they were upon the crosses. And if there were any sacred 
book of the law found, it was destroyed, and those with whom 
they were found miserably perished also. 

5. When the Samaritans saw*the Jews under these suffer- 
ings, they no longer confessed that they were of their' kindred, 
nor that the temj^e on Mount Gerizzim belonged to Almighty 
Ood. This was according to their nature, as we have already 
shown. And they now said, that they were a colony of Medes 
and Persians ; and indeed they were a colony of tneir's. So 
they sent ambassadors to Antiochus, and an epistle ; whose 
contents are these : *< To king Antiochus the god, Epiphanes, 
a memorial from the Sidonians, who live at Shechem. Our 
forefathers, upon certain frequent pliigues, and as following 
a certain ancient superstition, had a custom of observing that 
day which by the Jews is called the Sabbath *. And when 
they had erected a temple at the mountain called Gerizzim^ 
though without a name, they offered upon it the proper sacri- 
fices. Now, upon the just treatment of these wicked Jews, 
those that manage- their affairs, supposing that we were of 
kin to them, and practised as they do, m3ke us liable to the 
same accusations, although we be originally Sidonians, as 
is evident from the public records. We therefore be* 
seech thee, our benefactor and saviour, to give order to 
Apollonius, the governor of this part of the country, and to 
Nicanor, the procurator of thy affairs, to ffive us no distur- 
bance, nor to lay to our charm what the Jews are accused 
for, rince we are aliens from their nation, and from their cus- 
toms : but let our temple, which at present hath no name at 
all, be named The Temple of Jvpiter Helleniua. If this 
were once done, we should no longer be disturbed, but 
should be more intent on our own occupation with quiet- 
ness, and so bring in a greater revenue to thee." So when 
the Samaritans had petitioned for this, the king sent them 
back the foUowin^^ answer, in an epistle t ** King Antiochus 
to Nicanor. The Sidonians, who live at Shechem, have 
sent me the memorial inclosed. When therefore we were 
advising with our friends about it, the messengers sent by 
them represented to us, that they are no way concerned with 
accusations whieh belong to the Jews, but choose to live 

* Thii allegation of the Samaritans is remarkable, that though they were 
not Jews, yet did they, from ancient timet, observe the Sabba£h-day, and, 
(M they elsewhere pretend, the Sabbatic year alio. Antiq. B. xii. ch. vii. 
sect. 6. 
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after the customs of the Greeks. Accordingly we declare 
them free from such accusations, and order that, agreeable 
to their petition, their temple be named, T^e Temple qfJu* 
pUer HeUeniuB.^ He also sent the like epistle to Apollonius, 
the governor of that part of the country, in the forty-sixth year, 
and the eighteenth day of the month Uecatombeon. 

CHAP. VI. 

flowy upon Antiochus^a Prohibiiion to the Jews to make Use 
nfthe Laws of il^eir Country^ Matidihias the son of Ma- 
moneus alone despised the King^ and overcame Hie Generals 
of Antiochus's Army ; as also concerning the Death of 
McUtathias and the Succession of Judas. 

§ 1. Now at this time there was one whose name was Mat* 
tathias, who dwelt at Modin, the son of John, the son of 
Simeon, the son of Asamoneus, a priest of the order of Joarib^ 
and a citizen of Jerusalem. He had five sons, John, who 
was called Gaddis, and Simon, who was called Matthes, and 
Judas, who was called Maccabeus *, and Eleazar, who was 
.called Auran, and Jonathan who was called Apphtis. Now 
this Mattathias lamented to his children the sad state of their 
affairs, and the ravage made in the city, and the plundering of 
the temple, and the calamities the multitude were under ; and 
be told them that it was better for them to die for the laws 
of ^heir country^ than to live so ingloriously as they did. 

S. But when those that were appointed by the King were 
come to Modin, that they might compel the Jews to do what 
they were commanded, and to enjoin those that were there to 
.offer sacrifice, as the king had commanded, they desired that 
Mattathias, a person of thfs greatest character among them, 
both on other accounts, and particularly on account of such 
a numerous and so deserving a family of children, would 
begin the sacrifice, because his fellow- citizens would follow 
his example, and because such a procedure would make him 
honoured by the king. But Mattathias said, " he would not 
do it ; and that if all the other nations would obey the com- 
mands of Antiochus, either out of fear, or to please iiim, yet 
would not he nor his sons leave the religious worship of their 

* That this appellation of Maceabee was not first of all given to Judae 
Maccabeus, nor was derived from any initial letters of the Hebrew words on 
his banner. Mi Kamoka Be Elim^ Jehovah 9 Who is like unto thee among the 
Godt^ O Jehovah 9 £xod. xv. 11. as the modem Rabbins vainly pretend, see 
Authentic. Rec. part i. p. 205, 206. Only we may note, by the way, that 
the original name of these Maccabees, and their posterity, was Asamonians f 
vhich was derived from Asamoneus, the great grandfather of Mattathias, as 
Josephui here informs us. 
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country.^ But as soon as he had ended his speech, there 
came one <^ the Jews into the midst of them, and sacrificed,- 
as Antiodius had commanded. At which Mattathias had 
great indignation, and ran upon him violently, with his sons, 
who had swords with them, and slew both the man himsdf 
that sacrificed, and Apelles the king^s general, who com^ 
pelled them to sacrifice, with a few of his soldiers. He also 
overthrew the idol altar» and cried out, ^* If, said he, any one 
be zealoui for the laws of his country, and for the worship 
of God, let him follow me.*^ And when he had said this, 
he made haste into the desert, with his sons, and he left all 
bis iobstance in the village. Many others did the same also, 
and fled with their children and wives into the desert, and 
dwelt in caves. But when the king^s generals heard this, 
they took all the forces they then had in the citadel at Jeru- 
salem, and pursued the Jews into the desert ; and when Uiey 
had overtaken them, they in the first place endeavoured to 
persuade them to repent, and to choose what was most for 
their advantage, and not to put them to the necessity of using 
them according i^ the law of war. But when they woula 
not comply wim iheit persuasions, but continued to be of a 
difierent mind, they fought against them on the Sabbath day„ 
and they burnt them as they were in the caves without resist- 
ance, and without so much as stopping up the entrances of 
the caves. And they avoided to defend themselves on that 
day because they were not willing to break in upon the ho- 
nour they owed the Sabbath, even in such distresses ; for 
our law requires that we rest upon that day. There was 
about a thousand, with their wives and children, who were 
smothered and died in these caves ; but many of those that 
escaped, joined themselves to Mattathias, and appointed him 
to be their ruler, who taught them to fight, even on the Sab- 
bath day ; and told them that unless tney would do so, they 
would become their own enemies, by observing the law [so 
rigorously,] while their adversaries would still assault them 
on this day, and they would not then defend themselves, and 
that nothing could then hinder but they must all perish with- 
out fighting."" This speech persuaded them. And this rule 
continues among us to this day, that if there be a necessity, 
we may fight on Sabbath days. So Mattathias got a great 
army about hiid, and overthrew their idol altars, and slew- 
those that broke the laws, even all that he could get under 
his power, for many of them were dispersed among the na- 
tions round about them for fear of him. He also command- 
ed, that those boys which were not yet circumcised should 
be circumcised now ; and he drove those away that were ap- 
pointed to hinder such their circumcision. 
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into Judea, about the beginning of the spring. But when, 
upon his mustering his soldiers, he perceived that his trea^ 
, Mires were deficient, and there was a want of money in them, 
foe a,II the taxes were not paid, by reason of the seditions 
there had been among the nations, he having been so mag- 
nanimous and so liberal, chat what he had was not sufficient 
for him, he therefore resolved first to go into Persia, and 
collect the taxes of that country. Hereupon he left one 
whose name was Lysias, who was in great repute with him, 
' ^vemor of the kingdom, as far as the bounds of Egypt, and 
of the Lower Asia, and reaching from the river Euphrates, 
and committed to iiim a certain part of his forces, and of his 
elephants, and charged him to bring up his son Antiochus 
with all possible care, until he came back ; and that he 
should conquer Judea, and take its inhabitants for slaves, and 
utterly destroy Jerusalem, and abolish the whole nation. And 
when king Antiochus had given these things in charge to 
Lysias, he went into Persia ; and in the hundred and forty- 
seventh year he passed over Euphrates, and went up to the 
superior provlhces. 

S. Upon this Lysias chose Ptolemy, the sou of Doryme- 
nes, and Nicanor, and Gorgias, very potept men among the 
king^s friends, and delivered to' them forty thousand foot sol- 
diers, and seven thousand horsemen, and sent them against 
Judea, who came as far as the city Emmaus, and pitched 
their camp in the plain country. There came also to them 
auxiliaries out of Syria, and the country round about, as also 
many of the runagade Jews. And besides these came some 
merchants to buy those that should be carried captives (hav- 
ing bonds with them to bind those that should be made pri- . 
soners), with that silver and gold which they were to pay for- 
their price. And when Judas saw their camp, and how nu- 
merous their enemies were, he persuaded his own soldiers to 
be of good courage, and exhorted them to place their hopes 
of victory in God, and to make supplication to him, accord- 
ing to the custom of their country, clothed in sackcloth ; and 
to show what was their usual habit of supplication in the 
gr^test dangers, and thereby to prevail with God to grant 
you the victory over your enemies. So he set them in their 
ancient order of battle used by their forefathers, under their 
captains of thousands, and other officers ; and dismissed such 
as were newly married, as well as those that had newly gained 
poteessions, that they might not fight in a cowardly manner, 
out of an inordinate love of life, in order to enjoy those 
blessings. When he had thus disposed his soldiers, he en- 
couraged them to fight by the following speech, which he 
made to them : ** O my fellow-soldiers, no other time re« 
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mains more opportune than the present for courage and con- 
tempt of dangers ; for if you now fieht manfully you may 
recover your liberty) which, as it is a thing of itself agreeable 
to all men, so it proves to be to us much more desirable, by 
its affording us the liberty of worshipping God. Since, there* 
fore, you are in such circumstances at present, that you must 
either recover that liberty, and so retain an happy and blessed 
way of living, which is that according to our laws and the 
customs of our country, or to submit to the most opprobrious 
sufferings ; nor will any seed of your nation remiun if you be 
beat in this battle. , Fight, therefore, manfully ; and suppose 
that you must die though you do not fight. But believe> 
that besides such glorious rewards as those of the liberty of 
your country, of your laws, of your religion, you shall then 
obtain everlasting glory. Prepare yourselves, therefore, and 
ut yourselves into such an agreeable posture, that you may 
e ready to ffght with the enemy as soon as it is day to-mor« 



E 



row morninff.'^ 



4. And this was the speech which Judas made to encou- 
rage them. But when the enemy sent Gorgias, with five 
thousand foot and one thousand horse, that he might fall upon 
Judas by night, and had for that purpose certain of the runa^ 
gade Jews as guides, the son of Mattathias perceived it, and 
resolved to fall upon those enemies that were in their camp, 
now their forces were divided. When they had therefore 
supped in good time, and had left many fires in their camp, 
he marched all night to those enemies that were at Emmaus ; 
so that, when Gorgias found no enemy in their camp, but 
suspected that they were retired, and had hidden themselves 
among the mountains, he resolved to go and seek them 
wheresoever they were. But about break of day, Judas ap- 
peared to those enemies that were at Emmaus, with only 
three thousand men, and these ill armed, by reason of their 
poverty ; and when he saw the enemy very well and skilfully 
fortified in their camp, he encouraged the Jews, and told 
them that *^ they ought to fight, though it were with their 
naked bodies, for that God had sometimes of old given such 
men strength, and that against such as were more in number, 
and were armed also, out of regard to their great courage^'^ 
So he commanded the trumpeters to sound for the battle ; 
and by thus falling upon the enemies when they did not ex- 
pect it, and thereby astonishing and disturbing their minds, 
ne slew many of those that resisted them, and went on pur- 
suing the rest as far as Gadara, and the plains of Idumea, 
and Ashdod, and Jamnia ; and of these there fell about three 
thousand. Yet did Judas exhort his soldiers not to be too 
desirous of the spoils, for that still they must have a contest 
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flOd a battle with Gorrias and the forcM that were with him ; 
but that when they had once overcome them^ then they might 
ieeorely pltmd^ the camp, because they were the only ene- 
tties remaining, and they expected no others. And just as 
he was speaking to his soldiers, Gor^;ias*s men looked down 
inlo that army which they left in theur camp, and saw that it 
was overthrown, and the camp burnt, for the smoke that 
ai^se from it showed them, even when they were a great way 
off» what had happened. When, therefore, those that were 
with Grorgias understood that things were in this posture, and 
peroeivea that those that were with Judas were ready to fight 
them, they also were affrighted and put to flight ; out then, 
Jodas, as though he had already beaten Gorgiaii^s soldiers, 
without fighting, returned and seized on the spoils. He took 
a great quantity of gold and silver, and purple, and blue, and 
ttiien returned home with joy, and singing hymns to God for 
their good success ; for this victory greauy contributed to the 
recovery of their liberty. 

5. Hereupon Lysias was confounded at the defeat of the 
army which he had sent, and the next year he got together 
Auy thousand chosen men. He also took five thousand 
horsemen, and fell upon . Judea ; and he went up to the hill 
eountry of Bethsur, a villa^ of Judea, and pitched his camp 
there, where Judas met him with ten thousand men ; and 
when he saw the great number of his enemies, he prayed to 
God that he would assist him, and joined battle witn the first 
of the enemy that appeared, and beat them, and slew about 
five thousand of them, and thereby became terrible to the 
rest of them. Nay, indeed, Lysias observing the great spirit 
of the Jews, how they were prepared to die rather than lose 
their liberty, and being afraid of their desperate way of fight- 
ing, as if it were real strength, he took the rest of the army 
back with him, and returned to Antioch, where he listed 
foreigners into the service, and prepared to fall upon Judea 
with a greater army. 

6. when, therefore, the generals of Antiochus^s armies 
had been beaten so often, Judas assembled the people toee- 
ther, and told them, that *^ after these many victories which 
God had given them, they ought to go up to Jerusalem, and 
purify the temple, and oner the appointed sacrifices/' But 
as soon as he, with the whole multitude, was come to Jeru- 
salem, and found the temple deserted, and its gates burnt 
down, and plants crowing in the temple of their own accord 
on account of its ^sertion, he and those that were with him 
began to lament, and were quite confounded at the sight of 
the temple ; so he chose out some of his soldiers, and gave 
them order to fight against those guards that were in the 
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citadel, until he should have purified the temple. When, 
therefore, he had carefully purged it» and had brou^t in new 
vensels, the candlestick, Uie table [of shew^breadj, alid thd 
altar [of incense], which were made of gold, be hung up the 
vials at the gates, and added doors to them. He also took 
down the altar [of burnt-offering], and built a new, one of 
stones that he gathered together, and not of audi as were 
hewn with iron, tools. So on the five-and-twentieth day of the 
month Casleu, which the Macedonians call Jpetteui, they 
lighted the lamps that were on the candlestick, and offered 
incense upon the altar [of incense], and laid the loaves upon 
the table [of shew-breaid], and offered burnt-offerings upon 
the new attar [of burnt-offering]. Now it so fell out^ that 
these things were done on the very same day on which their 
divine worship had fallen off, and was redqced to a profane 
and common use, after three years^ time ; for so it was, that 
the temple was made desolate by Antiochus, and so continued 
for three years. This desolation happened to the temple in 
the hundred and forty-fifth year, on tne twenty*fifth day of 
the month Apelleus, and on the hundred and fifty-third 
olympiad ; but it Was dedicated anew, on the same day, the 
twenty-fifth of the month Apelleus, in the hundred and forty- 
eighth year, and on the hundred and fifty^ourth olympiad. 
And this desolation came to pass according to the propnecy 
of Daniel, which was given four hundred and eight years 
before ; for he declared that the Macedonians would dissolve 
that worship [for some time]. 

7. Now Judas celebrated the festival of the restoration of 
the sacrifices at the temple for eight days ; and omitted no 
sort of pleasures thereon, but he feasted tnem upon very rich 
and splendid sacrifices : and .he honoured God, and delighted 
them, by hymns and psalms. Nay, they were so very glad 
at the revival of their customs, when, after a long time of 
intermission, they unexpectedly had regained the rreedom of 
their worship, that they made it a law for their posterity, that 
they should keep a. festival on account of the restoration of 
their temple worship for eight days. And from that time to 
this we celebrate this festival, and call it Lights. I suppose 
the reason was, because this liberty beyond our hopes ap- 
peared to us, and that thence was the name given to that 
festival. Judas also rebuilt the walls round about the city, 
and reared towers of great height against the incursions of 
enemies, and set guards therein. He also fortified the city 
Bethsura, that it might serve as acitadel against any distresses 
that might come from our enemies. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

How Judas sttbdued the Nations round about ; and ham Si- 
mon beat the People of Tyre and Ptokmaie ; and how 
Judas overthrew Timotheus, and ^forced him to fly away^ 
and did many ottier Things qfUr Joseph and Azarias had 
been beaten. 

§ 1. When these things were over, the nations round about 
the Jews were very uneasy at the revival of their power, 
and rose up together, and destroyed many of them, as gaining 
advantage over them by laying snares for them, and making 
secret conspiracies against them. Judas made perpetual 
expeditions against these men, and endeavoured to restrun 
them from those incursions, and to prevent the mischiefs they 
did to the Jews. So he fell upon the Idumeans, the poste- 
rity of Esau, at Acrabattene, and slew a great many of them, 
and took their spoils. He also shut up the sons of Bean, 
that laid wait for the Jews ; and he sat down about them, 
and besieged them, and burnt their towers, and destroyed the 
men [that were in them]. After this he went thence in Haste 
against the Ammonites, who had a great and a numerous 
army, of which Timotheus was the commander. And when 
he had subdued them, he seized on the city Jazer, and took 
their wives and their children captives, and burned the city, 
and then returned into Judea. But when the neighbouring 
nations understood that he was returned, they got together 
in great numbers, in the land of Gilead, and came against 
those Jews that were at their borders, who then fled to the 
garrison of Dathema, and sent to Judas to inform him that 
Timotheus was endeavouring to take the place whither they 
were fled. And as these epistles were reading, there came 
other messengers out of Galilee, who informed him that the 
inhabitants of Ptolemais, and of Tyre and Sidon, andstrangers 
of Galilee, were gotten together. 

2. Accordingly, Judas, upon considering what was fit to 
be done, with relation to the necessity both these cases re- 
quired, gave order that Simon his brother should take three 
thousand chosen men, and go to the assistance of the Jews 
in Galilee, while he and another of his brothers, Jonathan, 
made haste into the land of Gilead, with eight thousand sol- 
diers. And he left Joseph, the son of Zacbarias, and Aza- 
rias, to be over the rest of the forces ; and charged them to 
keep Judea very carefully, and to fight no battles with any 
persons whomsoever until his return. Accordingly Simoti 
went into Galilee, and fought the enemy, and put them to 
flight, and pursued them to the very gates of Ptolemais, and 
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-slew about three thousand of them ; and took the spoils of 
those that were slain, and those 'Jews whom they had made 
captives, with their baggage ;. and then returned bome« 

. 3. Now as for Judas Maccabeus, and his brother Jona- 
than, they passed over the river Jordan ; and when they had 
gone three days^ journey, they lighted upon the Nabateans, 
who came to meet them peaceably, and who told them how 
the aiFairs of those in the land of Gilead stood ; and how 
many of them were in distress, and driven into garrisons, and 
into the cities of Galilee ; and exhorted them to make haste 
to go against the foreigners, and to endeavour to save his 
own countrymen out of their hands. To this exhortation 
Judas hearkened, and returned into the wilderness ; and in 
the first place fell upon the inhabitants of Bosor, and took 
the city, and beat the inhabitants, and destroyed all the males, 
and all that were able to fight, and burned the city. Not 
did he stop even when night came on, but he journeyed in it 
to the garrison where the Jews happened then to be shut up, 
and where ^imotheus lay round the place with his army : 
and Judas came upon the city in the morning ; and when he 
found that the enemy were making an assault upon the walls', 
and that some of them brought ladders, on which they might 
get upon those walls, and that others brought engmes [to 
batter them], he bid the trumpeter to sound his trumpet, and 
be encouraged his soldiers cheerfully to undergo dangers for 
the sake of their brethren and kindred ; he also parted his 
.army into three bodies, and fell upon the backs of th&ir ene- 
mies. But when Tiniotheus's men perceived that it was 
Maccabeus that was upon xhem, of both whose courage and 
good success in war they had formerly had sufficient experi- 
ence, they were put to flight ; but Judas followed them with 
his army, and slew about eight thousand of them, lie then 
turned aside to a city of tne foreigners called Malle^ and 
look it, and slew all the males, and burnt the city itself. He 
then removed from thence, and overthrew Caspeom and Bo- 
aor, and many other cities of the land of Gilead. 

4. But not long after this Timotheus prepared a great ar^ 
my, and took many others as auxiliaries, and induced some 
of the Arabians, by the promise of rewards, to go with him 
in this expedition, and came with his army beyond the brook, 
over against the city Raphon ; and he encouraged his sol- 
diers, if it came to a battle with the Jews, to fight courage- 
ously, and to hinder their passing over the brook ; for he 
said, to them beforehand, that ^^ if they come over it, we 'shall 
be beaten.*' And when Judas heard that Timotheus pre- 
pared himself to fight, he took all his own army, and went 
in haste against Timotheus his enemy ; and when he had 
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passed over the brook, he fell upon his enemies, and name of 
them met him, whom he slew, and others of them he so tetr 
lified, that he compelled them to throw down their arma, 
and fly ( and some of these escaped, but some of them fled to 
what was called the temple of Carnaim, and hoped thereby 
to preserve themselves ; but Judas took the city, and slew 
thetn, and burned the temple^ and so used several ways of 
destroying his enemies. 

5. When he had done this, he gathered the Jews together 
with their children and wives, and the substance that be- 
longed to them, and was gmng to bring them back into Ju- 
dea. But as soon as he was come to a certain city, whose 
name was Ephron^ that lay upon the road (and it waa not 
possible for nim to go any other way, so he was not willinff 
to go back again), he then sent to the inhabitants, and deored 
that they would open their gates and permit them to go on 
thdr way through the city, for they had stopped up the gate^ 
with stones, and out off their passage through it. And whep 
the inhabitanu of Ephron would not agree to this propoMi, 
]be encouraged those that were with them, and encempaissed 
the city round, and bended it, and lying round it by d«r and 
by night, took the city, and slew every male in it, attd burnt 
it all down, and so obtained a way through it ; and the mul- 

> jtitude of those that were slain was so great, that they went 
over the dead bodies. So they came over Jordan, and ar- 
rived at the great plain, over against which la rituate the city 
Bethshan, which is called by the Greeks Se^ikopolis *. And 
l^oing away hastily from thence, they came into Judea, singr 
mg psalms and hymns as they went, and indul^ng such to* 
kens of mirth as are usual in triumphs upon victory. Thegr 
also ofiered tbank-offisrings, both for their good success aad 
for the preservation of tbieir army, for not one of the Jews 
was slain in these battles "f . 

6. But as to Joseph, the son of Zecharias, and Aaarias, 
whom Judas left eenerals [of the rest of the forces], at the 
same time when Simon was in Galilee, flghtinff against the 
people of Ptolemais, and Judas himself and his brother Jo- 
nathan were in the land of Gilead, did these mm also affect 
the glory of being courageous generals in war, in order 

* The reason why Bethahan was called 8cy&i4>polii8^ in wdl known from He- 
rodotus, B. 1. p. 106, and Syncelius, p. 214, that the Seythlsns, when they 
overran Asia, m the days of Josiah, seized on this city, and kept it as long as 
they continued in Asia, from which time it retained the name of Scythopolisy 
or the city of the ScytMam. 

+ This most providential preservation of all the religious Jews in this ex- 
pedition, which was according to the will of God, is observable often among 
Ood's people, the Jews : and somewhat very like it in the changes of the four 
monarchies, which were also providential. See Prideaux at the years 3S1, 
3S3, anda34. . 
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whereto they took the army that was under their command, 
and came to Jamnia. There Gorgias, the general of the 
forces of Jamnia, met them ; and upon joining battle vrith 
him, they lost two thousand of their army, and fled away, 
and were pursued to the very borders of Judea *. And this 
misfortune befell them by their disobedience to what injunc- 
tions Judas had g^ven them, << Not to fight with any one be- 
fore his return.^^ For, besides the rest of Judas^s sagacious 
counsels, one may well wonder at this concerning the mis- 
fortune that befell the forces commanded by JToseph and 
Azarias, which he understood would happen, if they broke 
any of the injunctions he had given them. . But Judas and 
his brethren did not leave off fighting with the Idumeans, but 
pressed upon them on all sides, and took from them the city 
of Hebron, and demolished all its fortifications, and set its 
towers on fire, and burnt the country of the foreigners, and 
the city Marissa. They came also to Ashdod, and took it, 
and laid it Waste, and took away a great deal of the spoils and 
prey that were in it, and returned to Judea. 
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CHAP. IX. 



Concerning the Death of Anttochus Epiphanes, How An- 
tiochua Eupaior Jbught against Judas^ and besieged him 
in the Temple^ and afterwards made Peace with him^ and 
departed* Of Alcimus and Onias. 

§ 1. About this time it was that king Antiochus, as he was 
going over the upper countries, heard that there was a very 
rich city in Persia, called Elymais, and therein a very rich 
temple of Diana, and that it was full of all sorts of donations 
dedicated to it ; as also weapons and breast-plates, which, 
upon inquiry, he found had been left there by Alexander, the 
son of Philip, king of Macedonia. And being incited by 
these motives, he went in haste to Elymais, and assaulted it, 
and besieged it. But as those that were in it were not ter- 
rified at his assault, nor at his siege, but opposed him very 
courageously, he was beaten off his hopes; for they drove 
him away from the city, and went out and pursued after him, 
insomuch that he fied away^s far as Babylon, and lost a 
great many of his army. And when he was grieving for this 

* Here is another great instance of Providence, that when, even at tho 
very time that Simon and Judau, and Jonathan, were so miraculously pre- • 
served, and blessed, in the just defence of their laws and religion, these 
other generals of the Jews, who went to fight for honour, in a vainglorious 
way, and without any commission from God, or the family he had raised up 
to deliver them, were miserably disappointed and defeated. See 1 Maccab. 
F. 61, 62. 

n2 
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disappointment, some persons told him of the defeat of his 
commanders whom he nad left behind him to fight against 
Judea, and what strength the Jews had already sotten. When 
this concern about these affairs was added to tne former, he 
WHS confounded, and by the anxiety he was in fell into a dis- 
temper, which, as it lasted a great while, and as his puns in- 
creased upon him, so he at length perceived he should die 
in a little time : so he called his friends to him, and told them 
that his distemper was severe upon him, and confessed withal 
that his calamity was sent upon him for the miseries he had 
brouffht upon the Jewish nation, while he plundered their 
temple ana contemned their God ; and when be had said 
this, he gave up the ghost. Whence one may wonder at 
Polybius of Megalopolis, who, though otherwise a .good 
man, yet suth, that ^' Antiochus died because he had a pur^ 
pose to plunder the temple of Dian^i in Persia;^ for the 
purposing to do a thing, but not actually doing it, is not 
WjQrthy of punishment *. But if Polybius could think that 
Antiochus thus lost his life on that account, it is much more 
probable that this king died on account of bis sacrilegious 
plundering of the temple at Jerusalem. But we will not 
contend about this matter, with those who may think that the 
cause assigned by this Polybius of Megalopolis is nearer the 
truth than that assigned by us. 

£. However, Antiochus, before he died* called for Philip, 
who was one of his companions, and made him the guardian 
of his kingdom ; and gave him his diadem, and his ^rment, 
and his ring, and charged him to carry them, ana deliver 
tbem to his son Antiochus ; and desired him to take care of 
his education, and to preserve the kingdom for him -f*. This 
Antiochus died in the hundred and fortyruinth year. But it 
was Lysias that declared his death to the multitude, and ap- 
pointed his son Antiochus to be king (of whom ki present he 
had the care), and called him Eupator. 

S. At that time it was that the garrison in the citadel at 
Jerusalem, with the Jewish runagades, did a great deal of 
harm to the Jews ; for the soldiers that were in that garrison 

* Since St. Paul, a Pharisee, confesses, that he had not known coneupit^ 
eenee^ or dettres, to be sinful, had not the tenth commandment said, Thsu 
shaU not covet^ Rom. vii. 7, the case seems to have been jnuch the same with 
our Josephus, who was of the same sect, that he had not a deep sense of the 
g^reatness of any sins that proceeded no farther than the intention. Howerer, 
since Josephus speaks here properly of the punishment of death, which is not 
inflicted by any law either of Ood or man for the bare intention, his words 
need not be strained to mean, that sins committed, but not exeaited, were no 
sins at all. 

•f No wonder that Josephus here describes Antiochus Eupator as young^ 
and wanting tuition, when he came to the crown, since Appian informs us, 
$yriac, p. 177> that he was then but rUne years old. 
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rushed out upon the sudden, and destroyed such as were go 
ing up to the temple in order to offer their sacrifices ; for this 
citadel adjoined to and overlooked the temple. When these 
misfortunes had often happened to them, Judas resolred to 
destroy that garrison ; whereupon he got all the people to- 
gether, and vigorously besieged those that were in the citadeL 
This was in the hundred and fiftieth year of the dominion of 
the Seleucidee. So he made engines of war, and erected 
bulwarks, and very zealously pressec^ on to take the citadel : 
but there were not a few of the runagades who were in the 
place, that went out by night into the country, and got toge- 
ther some other wicked men *like themselves, and went to 
Antiocbus the king, and desired of him that *' he would not 
suffer them to be neglected, under the great hardships that 
lay upon them from those of their own nation^ and this bc^ 
cause their sufferings were occasioned on his father'^s account, 
while they left the religious worship of their fathers, and pre- 
ferred that which h^ had commanded them to follow : that 
there was danger lest the citadel, and those appointed to gar- 
rison it by the kin^, should be taken by Judas and those that 
were with him, unless he would send tliem succours.^ When 
Antiocbus, who was but a child, heard this, he'wasangry^ 
and sent for his captains, and his friends, and gave order thkt 
they should g?t an army of mercenaries together, with such 
men also of his own kingdom as were of an age fit for war* 
Accordingly an army was collected of about an hundred 
thousand footmen, and twenty thousand horsemen, and thir- 
ty-two elephants. 

4. So the king took this army, and marched hastily out of 
Antioch, with Lysias, who haa the command of the whole^ 
and came to Idumea, and thence went up to the city Beth-^ 
sura, a city that was strong, and not to be taken without 
great difficulty : he set about this city, and besieged it. And 
while the inhabitants of Bethsura courageousljr opposed him, 
and sallied out upon him, and burnt the endues of war, a 
great' deal of time^vas spent in the siege. But when Judas 
heard of the king'^s coming; he raised the siege of the citadel^ 
and met the king, and pitched bis camp in certain straits, at 
a place called Bctiizachariah^ at the distance of seventy fur- 
longs from the enemy ; but the king soon drew his forces 
from Bethsura, and brought them to those straits. And as 
soon as it was day he put his men in battle-array^ and made 
his elephants follow one another through the narrow passes^ 
because they could not be set sideways one by another. 
Now round about every elephant there were a thousand foot- 
men, and five hundred horsemen. The elephants also had hiffh 
towers [upon their backs], and archers [in them]. And he 
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also made the rest of his army, to go up the mountain^ and 
put his friends before the rest; and gave orders for the enay 
to shout aloud, and so he attacked the enemy. He also ex* 
posed to sight their golden and brazen shields, so that a glo- 
rious splendour was sent from them ; and when they shouted, 
the mountains echoed again. When Judas saw this, he was 
not terri6ed, but received the enemy with great couri^^e, and 
Flew about six hundred of the first ranks. But when his 
brother Eleazar, whom they called ^uran, saw the tallest of 
all the elephants, armed with royal breast-plates, and sup- 
posed that the king was upon him, he attacked him with 
great quickness and bravery. He also slew many of those 
that were about the elephant, and scattered the rest, and then 
went under the belly of the elephant, and smote him, and 
slew him : so the elephant fell upon Elea;Ear, and by this 
weight crushed him to death. And thus did the man come 
to his end, when he had first courageously destroyed many 
of his enemies. 

5. But Judas, seeing the strength of the enemy, retired to 
Jerusalem, and prepared to endure a siege. As for Antio- 
chus, he sent part of his army to Bethsura, to besiege it, and 
with the rest of )iis army he came against Jerusalem ; but 
the inhabitants of Bethsura were terrified at his strength, and 
seeing that their provisions grew scarce, they delivered them- 
selves up on the security of oaths, that they should suffer no 
hard treatment from the king. And when Antiochus had 
tnus taken the city, he did them no other harm than sending 
them out naked. He also placed a garrison of his own in 
the city. But as for the temple of Jerusalem, he lay at its 
siege a long time, while they within bravely defended it ; for 
what engines soever the king sent against them, they set other 
engines again to oppose them. But then their provisions 
failed them ; what fi*uits of the ground they had laid up were 
spent,, and the land, not being ploughed that year, continued 
unsowed, because it was the seventh year, on which by our 
laws we are obliged to let it lie uncultivated. And, withal, 
so many of the besieged ran away for want of necessaries, 
that but a few only were left in the temple. 

6. And these happened to be the circumstances of such as 
were besieged in the temple. But then, because Lysias the 
general of the army, and Antiochus the king, were informed 
that Philip was coming upon them out of Persia, and was 
endeavouring to get the management of public affairs to him- 
self, they came into these sentiments, to leave the siege^ and 
to make haste to go against Philip ; yet did they resolve not 
to let this be known to the soldiers or to the ofiicers ; but 
the king commanded Lysias to speak openly to the soldiers 
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and the officers, without saying a word about the business of 
Philip ; and to intimate to them, that the siege would be very 
long, that the place was very strong, that they were already in 
want of provisions, that many affairs of the kingdom wanted 
regulation, and that it was much better to make a league with 
the besieged, and to become friends to their whole nation, 
by permitting them to observe the laws of their fathers, 
while they broke out into this war only because thej were 
deprived of them, and so to depart home. When Lysias had 
discoursed thus to them, both the army and the officers were 
pleased with this resolution. 

7. Accordingly the king sent to Judas, and to those that 
were besieged with him, and promised to give them peace, 
and to permit them to make use of, and live according to, 
the laws of their fathers. And they gladly received his pro- 
posals : and when they had gained security upon oath for 
their performance, they went out of the temple. But when 
Antiochus came into it, and saw how strong the place was, 
he broke his oaths, and ordered his army that was there to 
pluck down the walls to the ground ; afid when he had so 
done, he returned to Antioch : he also carried with him Onias 
the high-priest, who was also called Mendaus ; for Lysias 
advised the king to slay Menelaus, if he would have the Jews 
be quiet, and cause him no farther disturbance, for that this 
man was the origin of alt the mischief the Jews bad done 
them, bv persuading his father to compel the Jews to leave 
the religion of their fathers. So the king sent Menelaus to 
Berea, a dty of Syria, and there had him put to death, when 
he had been high* priest ten years. He nad been a wicked 
and an impious man ; and, in order to get the government 
to himself, had compelled his nation to transgress their own 
laws. After the death of Menelaus, Alcimus, who was also 
called JacimuSf was made high-priest. But when king An- 
tiochus found that Philip had already possessed himself of 
the government, be made war a^nst niro, and subdued him, 
and took him, and slew him. Now, as to Onias, the son of 
the high-priest, who, as we before informed you, was left a 
child when his father died, when he saw that the king had 
slain his uncle Menelaus, and given the high-priesthood to 
Alcimus, who was not of the high-priest stock,^ but was in- 
duced by Lysias to translate that dignity from this family to 
another house, he fled to Ptolemy, kmg of Egypt; and when 
he found he was in great esteem with him, and with his wife 
Cleopatra, he de^red and obtained a place in the Nomus of 
Heliopolis, wherein he built a temple like to that at Jerusa- 
lem, of which, therefore, we sfaall hereafter give an account, 
in a place more proper for it. 
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CttAP. X. 

liow BacbhideSy tJie General of Demetritis*s Army^ made an 
Expedition against Judea^ and returned without Success / 
and how Nicaawr was sent a little Time afterward against 
Judas, andperishedf together with his Army : as also con- 
cerning theJDecUh qfAkimuSy and the Succession of Judas, 

§ 1. A^ouT the same time, Demetrius, the son of Seleucus, 
fled awav from Rome, and took Tripoli, a city of Syria, and 
set the diadem on his own head. He also gathered Certain 
mercenary soldiers together, and entered into his kingdonl, 
and was joyfully received by all who delivered themselves up 
to him. And when they had taken Antiochus the king, and 
Lysias, they brought them to him alive ; both which were 
immediately put to death by the command of Demetrius^ 
when Antiochus had reigned two years, as we have already 
elsewhere related. But there were now many of the wiclfiea 
tfewish runagades that came together to him, and with them 
Alcimus the high-])riest, who accused the whole nadon, and 
particularly Judas and his brethren ; and safd that *^ they 
had slain all his friends, ^nd that those in his kingdom that 
were of his party, and waited for his return, Were by them 
^ put to death ; that these men had ejected them out of their 
own country, and caused them to be sojourners in a foreign 
land ; and they desired that he would send some one of his 
own friends, and know from him what mischief Judas's party 
had done." 

S. At this Demetrius was very angry, and sent BacchideSy 
a friend of Antiochus Epiphanes, a good man *, and one that 
had been intrusted with all Mesopotamia, and gave him an 
army, and committed Alcimus the high-priest to bis care, 
and gave him charge, to slay Judas, and those that were with 
him. So Bacchides made haste, and went out of Antioch 
with his army ; and When he was come into Jodea, he sent 
to Judas and his brethren, to discourse with them about a 
league of friendship and peace, for he had a mind to take 
bim by treachery : but Judas did not give credit to him, for 
he tow that he came with so great an army as men do not 
bring when they come to make peace, but to make war. 

. * .It ift no wny probable that Josephus would call Baockides., that bittar and 
bloody enemy of the Jews, as our present copies have it, a man good^ or, kin^ 
and genUe, What the author of the first book of Maccabees, whom JoMphuv 
here follows, instead of that character, says of him, is, that he was a great man 
in the kingdom^ and faUhfui to the king ; which was very probably Josepha»ra 
meaning also. 
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However^ some of the people acquiesced in what Bacchides 
caused to be proclaimed ; and supposing tbey should undergo 
no considerable harm from Alcimus, who was their couotry- 
man, they went over to them ; and when they had received 
oaths from both of them, that neither they themselves nor 
those of the same sentiments should come to any harm, they . 
entrusted themselves with them. But Bacchides troublea 
not himself about the oaths he had taken, but slew three- 
score of them, although, by not keeping his faith with those 
that first went over, he deterred all the rest, whcf had inten- 
tions to go over to him, from doing it. But as he was gone 
out of Jerusalem, and was at the village called Bethzetho^ he 
sent out, and caught many of the deserters, and some of the 
peoj^e also, and slew them all ; and enjoined all that lived 
in the country to submit to Alcimus. So he left him there^ 
with some part of the army, that he might have wherewith 
to keep the country in obedience, and returned to Antioch, 
to king Demetrius* « 

8. But Alcimus was desirous to have the dominion more 
firmly assured to hiiii : and understanding, that if he could 
bring it about that the multitude should be his friends, he 
Bhould govern with great security, he spake kind words to 
them all, and discoursed to each of them after an agreeable 
and pleasant manner, by which means he quickly had a great 
body of men and an army about him, although the greater 
part of them were of the wicked and the deserters. With 
these, whom he used as his servants and soldiers, he went all 
over the country, and slew all that he could find of Judas^s 
party. But when Judas saw that Alcimus was already be- 
come great, and had destroyed many of the good and holy 
men of the country, he also went over all the country, and 
destroyed those that were of the other'^s party. But when 
Alcimus saw that he was not able to oppose Judas, nor was 
equal to him in strength, he resolved to apply himself to king 
Demetrius for his assistance a so he came to Antioch, and 
irritated him against Judas, and accused him, alleging that 
he had undergone a great many miseries by his means, and 
that he would do more mischief unless he were prevented, 
and brought to punishment, which must be done by sending 
a powerful force against him. 

4. So Demetrius, being already of opinion that it would 
be a thing pernicious to his own affairs to overlook Judas, 
now he was becoming so great, sent against ^ him Nicanor, 
the most kind and most faithful of all his friends ; for he it 
was who fled away with him from the city of Rome. He 
also gave him a!<; many forces as he thought sufficient for him 
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to conquer Judas withal, and bid him not to spare the nauon 
at ill. When Nicanor was come to Jerusalem, he did not 
resolTe to fight Judas immediately, but ludged it better to 
get him into his power by treachery ; so he sent him a mes- 
sage of peace, and said, ^* there was no manner of necessity 
for them to fight and hazard themselres ; and that he would 
give him his oath that he would do him no harm, for that he 
only came with some friends in order to let him know what 
king Deroeirius^s intentions were, and what opinion he had 
of their nation* *" When Nicanor had delivered this message, 
Judas and his brethren complied with him, and suspecting 
no deceit, they gave him assurances of friendship, and reu 
ceived Nicanor and his army ; but while he was saluting Ju- 
das% and they were talking together, he gave a certain signal 
to hb own soldiers, upon which they were to seize upon 
Judas ; but he perceived the treachery, and ran back to his 
own soldiers, and fled away with them. So upon this dis- 
covery of his purpose, and of the snares laid for Judas, Ni* 
canor determined to make open war with him, and gathered 
his army toffether, and prepared for fighting him ; and upon 
joining battle with him at a certain village called Capharsa- 
lama, he beat Judas *, and forced him to fly to the citadel 
which was at Jerusalem. 

5. And when Nicanor came down from the citadel into 
the temple, some of the priests and elders inet him, and sa- 
luted him, and showed him the sacrifices which they said 
thev offered to Grod for the king; upon which he blasphemed, 
ana threatened them, that unless the people would deliver up 
Judas to him upon his return, he would pull down their 
temple. And when he had thus threatened them, he de« 
parted from Jerusalem. But the priests fell into tears out 
of grief at what he had said, and besought Grod to deliver 
them from their enemies. But now for Nicanor, when he 
was gone out of Jerusalem, and was at a certain village called 
Beihoron, he there pitched his camp, another army out of 
Syria having joined him. And Judas pitched his camp at 
Adasa, another village, which was thirty furlongs distant from 
Bethoron, having no more than one thousand soldiers. And 
when he had encouraged them not to be dismayed at the 
multitude of their enemies, nor to regard how many they 

* Josephus's copies must have been corrupted when they here give Tictory 
to Nicanor, contrary to the words following, which imply that he who wa» 
beaten fled into the eitadel, which for certain belonged to the city of Darid, 
or to Mount Zion, and was in the possession of Nicanor^s garrison, and not 
of Judas*s : a« also it is contrary to the express words of Josej^us's original' 
anthor, 1 Maccab. riL 32, which says, that Nicanor lost 5000 mcji, and fled 
<• the city of David. 



CHAP. X. UUmQUlTISS OF TBS jiWB. Jg^ 

were 9mmtt whom they were ffoing to figiu, but to oonrider 
vbo raey themselves were» and for what gregi rewaids tliey 
iiaauu*ded themselves, and to attack the enemy oouragaouslyp 
he led them out to fight, and, jokiii^ battle with Nicancnr, 
which proved to be a severe one, he overcame the enemy, 
and slew many of them ; and at last Nicaaor himself, as w 
was fighting glorioudy, fell. Upon whose fall the army did 
not stay, but when they had lost their general they were put 
to flight, aod threw down their arms : Judas also pursued 
them, and slew them, and gave notice, by the sound of his 
trumpets, to the neighbourii^ viila^, that he had conquered 
the enemy ; which when the inhabitants heard, they put on 
their armour hastily, and met their enemies in the race as 
they were running away, and ^w them, insomuch that no 
one of them escwed out of this battle^ and were in number 
nine thousand, xhis victory happened to ffdl on the thir- 
teenth day of that month which by the Jews is called Adar, 
and by the Macedonians Dystrus; and the Jews thereon ce- 
lebrate this victory every year, and esteem it as a festival 
day. After which the Jewish nation were, for a while, free 
from wars, and enjoyed peace ; but afterward they returned 
into their former state of wars and hazards. 

6. But now as the high-priest Alcimus was resolving to 
pull down the wall of the sanctuary, which had been there 
of old time, and had been built by the holy prophets, he was 
smitten suddenly by God, and fell down. This stroke made 
him fall down speechless upon the ground ; and undergoing 
torments for many days,- he at length died *, when be had 
been high-priest four years. And when he was dead, the 
people l^owed the high-priesthood on Judas ; who hearing 
of tne power of the Romans, and that they had conquered in 
war Galatia, and Iberia, and Carthage, and Libya; and that, 
beades these, they had subdued Greece, and their kings, Per- 
seus, and Philip, and Antiochus the Great also f , he resolved 
to enter into a league of friendship with them. He there* 
fore sent to Rome some of his friends, Eupolemns the sod 
of John, and Jason the son of Eleazar, and by them desired 

* ThU account of the miienble death of Alcimus or Jacunua, the wicked 
high-priest (the first thst was not of the family of the high-priests, and made 
by a rile heathen, Lysias), before the death d Judas, and of Judas*s succes- 
sion to him as high-priest, both here and at the conclusion of this book, di« 
rectly contradicts 1 Macnb. ix. 5 4 5 7, which places his death after the 
death of Judas, and says not a syllable of the high-priesthood of Judas. 

J How well the Roman histories agree to this account of the conquests 
powerful condition of the Romans at this time, see the notes in Harer- 
camp^s edition f only, that the number of the senators of Rome was then juit 
320, is, I Uiink, only kaown from 1 Maccab. Wii. 15. 
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the Romans that they would assist them, and be their friends, 
and would write to Demetrius that he would not fight agunst 
the J6W8. So the seilate received the ambassadors that came 
to Rome from Judas, and discoursed with them about the 
errand on which they came, and then granted them a league 
of assistance. They also made a decree concerning it, and 
sent a copy of it into Judea. It was also laid up in the ca- 

f>ito1, and engraven in 1>rass. The decree itself was this r 
' The decree of the senate concerning a league of assistance 
and friendship with the nation of the Jews. It shall not be 
lawful for any that are subject to the Romans to make war 
with the nation of the Jews, nor to assist those that do so^ 
either by sending them com, or ships, or money : and if any 
attack oe made upon the Jews, the Romans shall assist them, 
as'faf* as they are able; and again, if any attack be made 
upon the Romans, the Jews shall assist them. And if the* 
Jews have a mind to add to, or take away any thing from 
this league of assistance, that shall be done with the common 
consent of the Romans. And whatsoever addition shall thu» 
be made, it shall be of force;^ This decree was written by 
Eupolemus the son of John, and by Jason the son of Elea- 
zar *, when Judas was h^h-priest of the nation, and Simon 
his brother was general of the army. And this was the fitst 
league that the Romans made with the Jews, and was ma- 
naged after this manner. 

m 

CHAP. XL 

That Bacchides teas a^in sent out against Judas ; and hxm 
Judas feU as he was courageously Jighting. 

§ 1. But when Demetrius was informed of the death of Ni-< 
canor, and of the destruction of the army that was with him, 
he sent Bacchides again with an army into Judea, wha. 
marched out of Antioch, and came into Judea, and pitched 
his camp at Arbela, a city of Galilee ; and having besieged 
and taken those that were there in caves, (for many of the 
people had fled into such places), he removed, and made all 
the naste he could to Jerusalem. And when he learned that 
Judas had pitched his camp at a certain village whose name 
was Betfazetho^ he led his army against them: they were 
twenty thousand footmen, and two thousand horsemen. Now 

* The subscrtption is wanting, 1 Maccab. viii. I7, 29, and must be the 
word^ of Josephus, who, by mistake, thought, as we have just now seen, that 
Judas was at this time high-priest, and accordingly then reckoned his brother 
Jonathan to be then genenil of the army, which yet he seems not to have 
bt^n till after the donth of Jndnsr 
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Judas bad no avore solcjiers than one thousand *. When 
these saw the multitude of Bacchides^s noen^ they .were afraid, 
and left their camp, and fle|l away, excepting eight hun* 
dred. Now when Judas was deserted by his own soldiers,^ 
and the enemy pressed upon him, and gave him no time .to 
gather his army together, he was disposed to fight with Bac- 
chides^s army, thouffh be had but eight hundred men with . 
him ; so he exhorted these men to undergo the danger cou- 
rageously, and encouraged them to attack the enemy. And 
when they said they were not a body sufficient to fight so 
great an army, and advised that they should retire now, and 
save themselves, and that when he had gathered his own men 
together, then he should fall upon the enemy afterwards,, hia 
answer was this : *^ Let not the sun ever see such a thing 
that I should show m v back to the ei^my ; and although this 
be the time that will bring mc to my end, and I must die in 
this battle, I will rather stand to It courageously, and bear 
whatsoever comes upon me, than, by now .running away, 
bring reproach upon my former great aqtions, or tarnish 
their glory." This was the speech he made to those that 
remained with Jiim, whereby he encouraged them to attack 
the eneijiy. 

S. But Bacchides drew his army out of their camp, and 

put them in array for the battle. He set the horsemen on 

both the wings, and the light soldiers and the archers he 

placed before the whole army, but he was himself on the 

right wing. And when he had thus put his army in order 

of battle, and was going to join battle with the enemy, he 

commanded the trumpeter to give a signal of battle, and the 

army to make a shout, and to fall on the enemy. And when 

Judas had done the same, h^ joined battle with them ; and 

as both sides fought valiantly, and the battle continued till 

sunset, Judas saw that Bacchides, and the strongest part of 

the army were in the right wing, and thereupon took the 

most courageous men with him, and ran upon that part of 

the^army, and fell upon those that were there, and broke 

their ranks, and drove them into the middle, and forced them 

to run away, and pursued them as far as to a mountain called 

Aza : but when tnose of the left wing saw that the right 

wing was put to flight, they encompassed Judas, and pursued 

him, and came behind him, and took him into the middle of 

* That this copy of Josephus, as he wrote it, had here not 1000 but 3000, 
with 1 Maccab. ix. 6, is very plain, because, though the main part ran away 
fkt first, even in Josephus, as well as in 1 Alaocab. iz. 6, yet, as there, so 
here, 800 are said to have remained with Judas ; which would be absurd, if 
the whole number had been no more than 1000. 
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tbdr armv ; so bcsng not abie to ivi but encompassed round 
aboot wiui eneoiieay he atood still, and he and those that 
were with him fought ; and whe» be had slain a great manj 
of ibose that came against him, he at last was himseif 
wounded, and fell, and gave up the ghost, and died in a vm^ 
lake to his former famous actions, when Judas was dead; 
tbose ibat were with him had no one wboM' they coidd- re- 
nid [as their commanderl, but when thej saw themselves 
diforived of such a genera^ they fled^ Bm Simon and Jo- 
oatban, Jodas^s brethreo» received hicr dead body by a treaty 
horn the enemy, and carried it to the villleige Modm, where 
thmr flithcr bstd been buried, and there buried' him ; while 
tbt multitude lamented him many days, and pei^rmed the 
usual solemn rites of a funend to bioK Ana' this was- the 
cod that Judas came ta He had been a maH of vaiour and 
a great warrior, and mindful of the commands of their father 
Mattathiaa; and had* undergone att diffculties^ both in doing 
and suflfering, for the libeity of his countrymen. And while 
lus character was so excellent [while he was alive^ he left 
bebind bim a glorious reputation and memorial, by gaining 
llretdom for bii nation, and deKvering them ftom riaverv vn.. 
der the Macedonians. And when he had retained the bigb* 
priesthood tbreeyearsi he died. 
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BOOK XIII. 



Coft^aining an intertat^Eighfy^wo Years. 

raOX THX BXATH Or 99ifAM XACOABIVti TO TBX BVATH OF 

«»SS« ALSXAVJIBA. 

CHAP. I. 

jBTow Jmmih an took the Gmemmeni i^ier his Iroiher Ju- 
dmt and hem he, together with his Brother SimoHy waged 
War against Bacchides. 

tj !• OT what means the nation of the Jews recovered their 
freedom when they had been brought into slavery by the 
Macedonians, and what struggles, and how great battles Ju- 
das the genend of their army ran through, till he was slain 
as he was fighting for them, hath been related in the forego- 
ing book ; but after he was dead, all the wicked, and those 
that transgressed the laws of their forefathers» sprang up again 
in Judea, and grew upon them, and distressed them on every 
aide. A famine also assisted their wickedness, and afflicted 
their country, till not a few, who by reason of their want 
pf necessaries, and because they were not aUe to bear up 
against the miseries that both the fiimine and their enemies 
brought upon them, deserted thdr country, and went to the 
Macedonians. And now Bacchides gathered those Jews 
toother who had apostatised from the accustomed way of 
living of their fore&thers, and chose to live like their neigh- 
bours, and committed the care of the country to them ; who 
also caught the friends of Judas, and those of his party, and 
deliverra them up to Bacchides, who, when he had, in the 
first place, tortured and tcnmented them at his pleasure, he 
by that means at length killed them. And when this cahu 
mity of the Jews was become so great as thev had never had 
experience of the like since their return out of Babylon, those 
that remained of the companions of Judas, seeing that the 
nation was ready to be destroyed after a miserable manner, 
came to his brother Jonathan, and desired him that he would 
imitate his brother, and that care which he took of his coun^ 
trymen, for whose liberty in general he died also ; and that 
he would not permit the nation to be without a governor, 
especially in those destructive circumstances wherein it now 
was. And when Jonathan said that he was ready to die for 
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them, and was indeed esteemed no way inferior to his bro- 
ther, he was appointed to be the general of the Jewish army. 

^ When Bacchides heard thiS| aiid was afraid that Jona- 
than might be very troublesome to the king and the Mace- 
donians, as Judas had been before him, he sought how he 
might slay him by treachery; but this intention of bis was 
not unknown to Jonathan, nor tp his brother Simon ; but 
when these two were apprised of it, they took all their com- 
panions, and fled into that wHderness which was nearest to 
the city ; and when they were come to the lake called ^s- 
phar^ they abode there. But when Bacchides^ was sensible 
that they were in a low state, and ^^'ere in that place, he 
hasted to fall upon them with all his forces, and pitching his 
CKOvp beyond Jordan, he recruited his arpny. . But when Jo- 
nathan knew that Bacchides was coming upon him, he sent 
his brother John, who was also called GaddiSf to the Naba- 
tean Arabs, that he might lodge his baggage with them until 
the battle with Bacchioes should be over, for they were the 
Jews^ friends. And the sons of Ambri laid an ambush for 
John, from the city Medeba, and seized upon him, and upon 
those that were with him, and plundered all that they nad 
with him ; they also slew John, and all his companions. 
However, they were sufficiently punished for what they now 
did by John^s brethren, as we shall relate presently. 

3. But when Bacchides knew that Jonathan had pitched 
his camp among the lakes of Jordan, he observed when their 
sabbath-day came, and then assaulted him, as supposing that 
he would not fight because of the law [for restmg on thai 
day]. But he exhorted his companions [to fight] ; and told 
them that their lives were at staled, since they were encom- 
passed by the river and by their enemies, and had no way to 
escape ; for that their enemies pressed upon them before, and 
the river was behind them. So, after he had prayed to God 
to give the victory, he joined battle with the enemy, of 
whom he overthrew many ; and as he saw Bacchides coming 
up boldly to him, he stretched out his right hand to smite 
him, but the other foreseeing and avoiding the stroke, Jona- 
than, with his companions, leaped into the river, and swam 
over it, and by that means escaped beyond Jordan, while the 
enemy did not pass over that river; but Bacchides returned 
presently to the citadel at Jerusalem, having lost about two 
thousand of his army. He also fortified many cities of Ju-. 
dea, whose walls had been demolished, Jericho, and Em- 
maus, and Bethoron, and Bethel, and Timna, and Pharatho, 
and Tecoa, and Gazara, and built towers in every one of 
these cities, and .encompassed them with strong walls, that 
were very large also, and put garrisons into them, that they 
might issue out of them, and do mischief to the Jews. Ho 
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also fortified the citadel at Jerusalem more than all the rest. 
Moreover, he took the sons of the principal Jews as pledgesi 
and shut them up in the citadel, and in that manner guard<*> 
ed it. 

4. About the same time^ one came to Jonathan, and to 
his brother Simony and told them, that the sons of Ambri 
were celebrating a marriage^ and bringing the bride from the 
city Gabatha, who was the daughter of one of the illustrious 
men among the Arabians, and that the damsel was to be 
conducted with pomp and splendour, and much riches. So 
Jonathan and Simon thinking this appeared to be the fittest 
time for them to avenge the death of their brother, and that 
they had forces sufficient for receiving satisfaction from tliem 
for his death, they made haste to Medaba, and lay in wait 
among the mountains for the comine of their enemies ; And 
as soon as they saw them conducting the virgin^ and bet 
bridegroom, and such a great company of their friends with 
them as was to be expected at this wedding, they sallied out 
of their ambush, and slew, them all, and took their ornaments, 
and all the prey that then followed them ; and so returned, 
and received this satisfaction for their brother John from thd 
sons of Ambri ; for as well tbose sons themselves^ as their 
friends and wives, and children, that followed them> perished, 
being in number about four hundred. * 

5. However, Simon and Jonathan returned to the lakes 
of the river, and abode there. But Bacchides, when he had 
secured all Judea with his garrisons, returned to the king ; 
and then it was that the affairs of Judea were quiet for two 
years. But when the deserters and the wicked saw that Jo- 
nathan and those that were with him lived in the country very 
quietly, by reason of the peace, he sent to king Demetrius^ 
and excited him to send Bacchides to seize upon Jonathan, 
which they said was to be done without any trouble, and in 
one eight's time ; and that, if they fell upon them before they 
were aware, they might slay them all. So the kiji)g sent Bac- 
chides, \>'ho, when he was come into Judea, wrote to all his 
friends, both Jewhand auxiliaries, that they should seize upon 
Jonathan, and bring him to him ; and when, upon all their 
endeavours, they were not able to seize upon Jonathan, for 
he was sensible of the snares they laid for him, and very 
carefully guarded against them, Bacchides was a^ngry at these 
deserters, as having imposed upon him and upon the king, 
and slew fifty of their leaders : whereupon Jonathan, with 
his brother, and those ihat were with him, retired to Bethgia, 
a village that lay in the wilderness, out of his fear of Bac« 
chides. He also built towers in it, and encompassixl it with 
walls, and touk care that it should be safely guarded. Upon 

VOL. II. * o 
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the lieariQg of which, fiaccbides led his own army along with 
him, and) bendes, took his Jewish auxiliaries, aod came 
s^nst Jonalhaii, aiid made an assault upon his fiNtifications, 
and besieged him many days ; but Jonatnan did not abate of 
discourage at (he seal Baccbides showed in the siract but 
courageously opposed him ; and while he left his brother 
&WHk in the city, to fight with Baccbides, he went (Mrivatcly 
out himself into the country, and got a great body of men 
together of his own party^ and fell upon Bacchides*s camp 
io the ni^t time, and destroyed a ereat many of them. His 
brother Simon knew also of this his falling upon them, be- 
cause he perceived that the enemies were slain by him ; so 
he sallied out upon them, and burnt the engines which the 
Macedoniaos used, and made a great slaughter c^ them. And 
when Baccbides saw himself encompassed with enemies, and 
some of them before and some behind him, he fell into de- 

r'r and trouble of mind, as confounded at the unexpected 
uecess of this siege. However, he vented his displeasure 
fit these misfortunes upon those deserters who sent for him 
from the kii^, as having deluded him. $o he had a mind to 
finish this siege after a decent manner, if it were possible for 
him so to do, and then to retuVn home. 

6. When Jonathan understood these his intentions, he sent 
ambassadors to him, about aleague.of friendship and mutual 
assistance, and that they wiAt restore those they bad taken 
captive oa both udes. So Baccbides thought this a pretty 
decent way of retiring home, and made a league of friendship 
with Jonathan, when they sware that they would not any 
more make war one asainat another. Accordingly be restored 
the captives, and took his own men with him, and returned 
to the king at Antioch ; and after this hb departure, be never 
came- into Judea again. Then did Jonathan take the oppor- 
tunity of this quiet state of things, and went and lived in tlic 
city Michmash ; and there governed the multitude, and pu- 
uished the wicked and ungodly, and by that means purged 
the nation of them. 
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CHAP. II. 

How Akaunder [Bala\y in his War with Demefrius^ granted 
Jonathan many Advantages^ and appointed him to be 
ffigh-prieaif and perstiaded him to assist him^ although 
Demetrius promised him greater Advantages on the otlier 
Side. Concemifig the death of Demetrius. 

§ 1. Now in the hundred and sixtieth year, it fell out that 
Alexander, the son of Antlochus Epiphanes *, came up into 

• Thin Alexander Bala, who certainly pretended to be the «on of Antio- 
Hpbmion, and was owned for such by the Jew* and Romans, and 



CHAP. II. ANVXQUntfiS OF TBB J£WS. ig^ 

Sjiria, and took PtolematB, the ncidUm witliin having be^ 
trajed it to hini> for they were at enmitj with Demetrias, on 
aooount of his insolence and difficulty of accesft ; for he shut 
btoiBelf up in a palace of his that had four towers, which he 
had built himselr, not far from Antioch, and admitted nobody. 
He was withal slothful and negligent about the public affmn^ 
whereby the hatred of his subjects was the more kindled 
against him, as we bate elsewhere already related. When, 
therefore, Demetrius heard that Alexander was in Ptolemais, 
be took his whole trmy, and led it against him : he also sent 
ambassadors to Jonathan, about a league of mutual assistance 
and frienddiip, for he resolred to be beforehtod with Alex- 
ander, lest the other should treat with him first, and Min as- 
ttsunce from him : and this he did out of the fear he had^ 
lest Jonathan should remember bow ill Deihetiius had for- 
nierljf treated him, »nd .should join with him in this war 
against him* He tberefbre gave orders that Jonathan should 
be albwed Co raise an array, and should get armour made, 
and should receive back those hostages of the Jewish nation 
whom Bacchides bad shut up in the citadel of Jerusalem. 
When this good fortune had befallen Jonathan, by the con- 
cession of JDemetrius, be came to Jerusalem, and read the 
king^s letter^ in the audience c^ the people^ and of those that 
kq>t the citadel. When these were read, these wicked men 
and deserters, who were in the citadel, were greatly afraid, 
upon the king^s permission to Jonathan to raise an army, and 
to receive back the hostages : so he delivered every one of 
them to his own parents. And thus did Jonathan make his 
abode at Jerusalem, renewing the city to a better state, and 
reforming the buildings as he pleased ; for he gave orders 
that the walls of the city should oe rebuilt with square stones, 
that it might be more secure fh>m their enemies. And when 
those that kept the garrisons that were in Judea saw this, 
they all left them, and fled to Antioch, excepting those that 
were in the dty fiethsura, and those that were in the citadel 
of Jerusalem, for the greater part of these was of the wicked 
Jews and deserters, and on that account these did not deliver 
up their garrisons. 

many others, and yet is by several historians deemed to be a counterfeit, and 
of no family at all, is, however, by Josephus believed to have been the real 
son of that Antioohiu, and by him always spoken of accordingly. And truly, 
since the original contemporary and authentic author of the first bc«Jc of 
Maccabees, x. 1, calls him by his father's name Epiphanes, and says he was 
the son of Antiochus, 1 suppose the other writers, who are all mudi later, 
are not to be followed against such evidence, thongh perhaps Epiphanes 
might have him by a woman of no family. The king of Egypt also, Philo- 
metor, soon gave him his daughter in marriage, which he would hardly have 
done, had he believed him to be a counterfeit, and of no ven^ mean a birth, 
as the later hinoriann pretend. 
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2. When Alexander knew what promises Demetrius bad 
made Jonathan, and withal knew his courage, and what 
great things he had done when he fought the Macedoniansv 
and, besides, what hardships he had undergone by the means 
of Demetrius^ and of Bacchides^ the general of Demetrius^g 
arfiiy,he told his friends^ that *^ he could not at present find 
any one else that might afford him better asmstance than 
Jonathan, who was both courageous against his enemies; and 
had a particular hatred against Demetrius, as having both 
suffered many hard things from him, and acted many hard 
things against him. If, therefore, they were of opinion that^ 
they should make him their friend against Demetrius, it was 
more for their advantage to invite him to assist him now than 
at another time." It being therefore determined by him and 
his friends to send to Jonathan, he wrote to him this epistle: 
*' King Alexander to his brother Jonathan^ sendeth ^reetingr 
We have long ago heard erf thy courage abd thy fiddity, and 
for that reason have sent to three, to make with thee a league 
of friendship and mutual assistance. Wc thesefore do or- 
dain thee this day the high-priest of the Jews, and that thou 
beest called my friend. I have also sent thee, as presents, a 
purple robe and a golden crown, and desire, that now thou 
art by us honoured, thou wilt in like manner respect us alsa" 

S. When Jonathan had received this letter, he put on- the 
pontifical robe at the time of the feast of tabernacles; four 
V^ars after the death of his brother Judas *, for at that time 
no high-priest had been made. So he raised great forces, 
and had abundance of armour got ready. This greatly grieved 
Demetrius when he heard of it, and made him blame himself 
for his slowness, that he had not prevented Alexander, and 
l|2ot the good will of Jonathan, but had given him. time sota 
do. However, he also himself wrote a letter to Jonathm^ 
and to the people, the contents whereof are these : ^ King 
Demetrius to Jonathan, and to the nation of the Jews, send- 
eih greeting: Since you have preserved your friendship for 
us, and when you have been tempted by our enemies, yoU' 
have not joined yourselves to them, I both commend you for 
this your fidelity, and exhort you to contiiiue in the same 
di:?position, for which jou shall be repaid, and receive- re- 

' Since Jonathan plainly did not put on the pontifical robes till seven or 
eight.years after the death of his brother Jiwlas, or not till the fea^t of ta-- 
bernadeK in the hundred and sixtiKth of the Seleucidse, 1 31arcab. x. 21, 
Petitus^K emendation seems here to deserve connideratJon, who, instead of 
after four years since the deaU^ of his brother Judas^ would have us read, and- 
therefore after eight years sinee the deatlt of hLs broUter Judas, Thib w ould 
tolerably well agree with the date of the I^Iaccabees, and M-ith JotiephunV 
own exact chronology at the end of the twentieth Iiook of these Aniiqiiities^ 
which thtf present text cannot l>e made to do. 
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^ards from us ; for I will free you from the palest part of 
the tributes and taxes which you formerly paid to the kings 
my predecessors, and to myself; and I do now set you free 
from those tributes which you have ever paid ; and, besidesi 
1 forgive you the tax upon salt, and the value of the crowns 
which you used to offer to me * ; and instead of the third 
part of the fruits [of the field^, and the half of the fruits of 
the trees, I relinquish my part of them from this day : and 
AS to the poll-money which ought to be given for every head 
of the inhabitants of Judea, and of the three toparchs that 
adjoin to Judea, Samaria, and Gralilee, and Perea, that I re^ 
Jinquish to you for this time, and for all time to come. I 
•will also, that the city of Jerusalem be holy and inviolable; 
and free from the tithe, and from the taxes, unto its utmost 
bounds. And I so far recede from my title to the citadel as 
.to permit Jonathan your high-priest to possess it, that he 
may place such a garrison in it as he approves of for fidelity 
and good will to himself, that they may keep it for us. I also 
make free all tliose Jews who have been made captives and 
slaves in my kingdom. I also give order that the beasts of 
the Jews be not pressed for our service : and let their Sal>- 
baths, and all their festivals, and three days before each of 
them, be free from any imposition. In the same manner, I 
set free the Jews that are inhabitants in my kingdom, and 
order that no injury be done them. I also give leave to such 
of them as are willing to list themselves in my army, that 
they, may do it, and those as far as thirty thousand ; which 
Jewish soldiers, wheresoever they go, shall have the same pay 
as my own army hath ; and some of them I will place in my 
garrisons, and some as guards about my own body, and as 
rulers over those that are in my court. I give them leave 
also to use the laws of their forefathers, and to observe them; 
and I will that they have power over the three toparchies 
that are added to Judea ; and it shall be in the power of the 
high-priest to lake care that no one Jew shall have any other 
temple for worship, but only that at Jerusalem. I bequeath 
also, out of my own revenues, yearly, for the expenses about 
the sacrifices, one hundred and fifty thousand [drachmae] ; 
and what money is to spare, I will that it shall be your own. 
I also release to you those ten thousand drachmae which the 
kings received from the temple, because ihcy appertain to 
the priests that minister in that temple. And whosoever 
shall fly to the temple at Jerusalem, or to the places thereto 

* Take Grotius's note here : *' The Jews, nays he, were wont to present 
jcrotvfu to the kings {of Syria] ; afterward* that gold which was paid instead 
of those crowns, or which was expended in making them, was called the 
crown gold and erown tax.** On 1 Maocab. x. ^9. 
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beloDgiiig, or who owe the king money, or are there on any 
oCber acoount» let them be set me, and let their floods be in 
iafety • I aba give you leave to repair and rebuild yonr tem- 
ple^ and that ful be done at my enenteB. I abo allow you 
to build the walla of your city, ana to erect high towers, and 
iliftt they be erected at my charge; And if tMe be any for- 
tified town that would be convenient for the Jewish oountry 
to have very strong, let it be so built at my expenses,^ 

4b This was what Demetrius promised, and granted to the 
Jews, by tUs letter. But king Alexander raised a greatarmy 
of mercenary soldiers» and of those that deserted to him out 
of Syria, and made an expedition against Demetrius. And 
when it was come to a battle^ the left wing of Demetrius 
put those that opposed them to flight, and pursued them.a 

ExU way, fuid slew many of them, and qpoOed thdr camp ; 
t the right wing, where Demetrius happened to be, was 
b^fiten ; and as for all the rest, they ran fiway ; but Deme- 
trius fought courageously, and slew a great mMny of the ene- 
my ; but as he was in the pursuit ci uie rest, lus horse car- 
ried him into a deep bog, where it was hard to get out, and 
there it happened that, upon his horse^s falling down, he 
could not escape bring killed; for when his enemies saw 
what had be&llen himt they returned back, and encompassed 
Demetrius round, and they all threw their darts at him ; but 
he, being now on foot, fought bravely, but at length he re- 
ceived so many wounds that he was not able to bear up any 
longer, but fell. And this is the end that Demetrius came 
to^ when he had reigned eleven years *, as we have elsewhere 
related. 



CHAP, in. 

The Friendfhw thai wai beizpeen Onias and Pklemjf 
meior ; ana haw Onias buiU a Temple in Egjfpi like to 
that at Jerwaiem, 

8 1. But then the son of Onias the high-priest, who was of 
the same name with his father, and who fled to kin^ Ptolemy, 
who was called Phihmetor^ lived now at Alexandria, as wc 
have said already. When this Onias saw that Judea was 
oppressed by the Macedonians,, and their kings, out of de- 
sire to purchase to himself a memorial and eternal fame, he 
resolvca to 'send to king Ptolemy and queen Cleopatra, to 
ask leave of them that he might build a temple in E^ypt like 
to that at Jerusalem, and might ordain Lcvites and priests 

* Since the rest of the hiitoriaiu now extant give thi« Demetritis thirteen 
years, and Josephus only eleven year<, Pcan Prideanx does not amiss in abr 
cribing to liim the mean number twelve. 
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out of their own stock. The chief reason why he was desi- 
rous so to do was, that he relied upon the prophet Isaiah^ 
who lived about six hundred years before, and toretold that 
there certainly was to be a temple built to Almighty God in 
Effyptf by a man that was a Jew. Onias was devated with 
this prediction ; and wrote the following epistle to Ptoleuijf 
and Cleopatra ; *' Having done many and great things fin* 
you in the aSairs of the war, by the assistance of Goo, and 
that in Celesyria and Fhenicia, I came at length witli the 
Jews to Leontopolis, and to other places of your nation, 
where I found that the greatest part of your people had tem* 
pies in an improper manner, and that <m this account they 
bare ill will one against another, which happens to the Egyp- 
tians by reason c^ the multitude of their -temples, and toe 
difference of <^nion about divine worship. Now I found 
a very fit place in a castle that hath its name from the coun* 
try Diana ; this place is full of materials of several sorts, and 
replenished with sacred animals: I de«re, therefore, that 

Jfou will grant me leave to purge this holy place, which be- 
ongs to no master, and is fallen down, and to build there a 
temple to Almighty God, after the pattern of that in Jerusa- 
lem, and of the same dimensions, that may be for the benefit 
of thvself, and thy wife and children, that those Jews which 
dwell in Egypt may have a place whither they may oome 
and meet together in mutual harmony one with another, and 
be subservient to thy advantages; for the prophet Isaiali 
foretold, that there should be an aUar in Egypt to the Lord 
God * : and many other such things did he prophecy relating 
to that place."^ 

* It Menu to BM, ocmtnurr fo the opinion of Joiephus and of the modems, 
both Jewi and ChrUtiana, that this profheoy of Isdah, zix. 19, &c. In <ta 
4a^ there thaU be as altar to the Lmrd w the mdtt qf the land (/ Eg^pt^ dco. 
directly foretold the building of this temple of Onias in Egypt, and vas a 
sufficient warrant to the Jews for boilding ft, and for worshipping the true 
Ood, the God of Isnel, therein, ttee Anthent. Rec ii. p. 7Ai« That God 
seems to hare soon better accepted of the sacrifices and prayers here offered 
him than of those at Jerusalem, see the note on chap. x. sect. J. And truly 
the marks of Jewish oormption or interpolation in this text, in order to dis- 
courage their people from ^yproring of the worship of God here, are TOry 
strong, and highly deserve our consideration and correction. The foregoing 
vorse in Isaiah runs thus in our common copies : In that day shall five eUie* 
in ike land of Bgfpt speak tke kmgmage of Canaan [the Hebrew language ; 
shall be full of Jews, whose sacred books were in Hebrew], and twear to Ike 
Lord qf hottt. One [or the first] thaU be coifed theeUyof deatruetkm^ I^ 
XX. 18. A strange name, eUp^ deetmetuml upon so joyfiil an oostpkNi, 
and a name never heard of In the land of Egypt, or perhaps in anv wOidr 
nation. The old reading was evidently the cUy of the tim, or HmopoHe ; 
and Onkelos, in effsct, and Symmaohns, with the Arabic version, entirdy 
^onfe8s that to be the true reading. The Septuagiiit also, although they have 
the text disguised in the common copies, and call it Asedek^ tke city of HfpJk 
tcoutnest ; yet, in two or three copies, the Hcl»rew word Itself for the tim, 
Acheret or Tharet, is preserved. And since Onias innists with thr king aad 
<jueen, that IsaiahV prophrcy mniained many other predictions relating- to 



coo ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. BOOK XIIL 

S. And this was what Onias wrote to king Ptolemy. Now 
any ooe may observe his piety, and that of his sister and wife 
Cleopatra^ by that epistle which they wrote in answer to it ; 
for tney laid the blame and the transgression of the law upon 
die hea^ of Onias. And this was their reply : ** King Pto* 
lemy and queen Cleopatra to Onias, send greeting: We 
have read thy petition, wherein thou desirest leave to be given 
ibee to purge that temple which is fallen down at Leonto- 
polis, in the Nomus of Heliopolis, and which is named from 
the country Buhastis; on which account we cannot but won- 
der that it should be pleasing to God to have a temple erected 
in a place so unclean, and so full of sacred animals. But, 
since thou sayest that Isaiah the prophet foretold this long 
ago, we give thee leave to do it, if it may be done according 
to your law, and so that we may not appear to have at all 
offended God therein.^* 

8. So Oniias took the place, and built a temple and an 
altar to God^ like indeed to that at Jerusalem, but smaller 
and poorer. I do not think it proper for me now to describe 
its dimensions, or its vessels, which have been already de- 
scribed in my seventh book of the wars of the Jews. How. 
ever, Onias found other Jews like to himself, together with 
priests and Levites^ that there performed divine service. But 
ire have said enough about this temple. 

4. Now it came to pass that the Alexandrian Jews, and 
those Samaritans who paid their worship to the temple that 
was built in the days of Alexander at Mount Gerrizim, did 
now make a sedition one against another, and disputed about 
their temples before Ptolemy himself; the Jews teyipg that, 
according to the laws of Moses, the temple was to be built 
mt Jerusalem ; and the Samaritans saying that it was to be 
built at (^eriyzim! T^ey desired, therefore, th^ king to sit 
Fith his friends, and hear the debate^ about the^ matters, 
and punish those with death who were baffled. Now Sab- 
beus Slid Theodosius managed the argument for the Saipari- 
tan^ and Andronicu^, t}ie son of Mf^ss^lempy, for the people 
of Jerusalem ; and they took an oath, by God apd the king, 
to make their depiopstrations according to the law ; and they 

this plac^ beud^ th« word« by hiin r^ted, it is higl^ily probably that these 
were etpedally meant by hiqi | and that one main reason why he applied 
this prediction to himyelf, and to hif prefiecture of Heliopolis, which Dean 
Prideaux well proves was in that pfirt of £ffirypt, and why he chose to build 
in that prefecture of Heliopolis^ though otherwise an improper place, was 
ttiis, tha( the same aqthority that he had for building this temple in Egypt, 
the yery same he had for building it in his own prefecture of Heliopolis also, 
which he desired to do, and which he did accordingly. Dean Prideaux has 
iniich ado to a\'oid seeing thin comiption of the Hebrew, but it being in sup* 
port of Jiis own opinions about this temple, he durst not see it ; and, indeed, 
{le reasons here in the most weak and injudicious manner possible. See hiiQ 
^t the year 149. 
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desired of Ptolemy, that whomsoever he should find that 
transgressed what they had sworn to, he would put him to 
death. Accordingly the kii?g took several of his friends into 
the council, and sat down, in order to hear what the pleaders 
said. Now the Jews that were at Alexandria were in great 
concern for those men, whose lot it was to contend for the 
temple at Jerusalem ; for they took it very ill that any should 
take away the reputation of tliat temple, which was so an- 
cient, and so celebrated all over the habitable earth. Now 
when Sabbeus and Theodosius had given leave to Andronicus 
to speak first, he began to demonstrate, out of the law, and 
out of the successions of the high-priests, how they every 
one in succession from his father had received that dignity, 
and ruled over the temple ; and how all the kings of Asia 
had honoured that temple with their donations, and with the 
most splendid gifts dedicated thereto: but as for that at Ge- 
rizzim, he made no account of it, and regarded it as if it had 
never had a being. By this speech, and other arguments, 
Andronicus persuaded the king to determine that the temple 
at Jerusalem was built according to the laws of Moses *, and 
put Sabbeus and Theodosius to death. And these were the 
events that befell the Jews at Alexandria in the days of PtOr 
lemy Soter. 



^^»% %^%<%'%i%^»%<»<»%%%^i%»%i»^^» 



CHAP. IV. 

How Alexander honoured Jonafftan after an extraordinary 
Manner^ and Jiow Demetrius^ the Son of Demetriua^ over- 
came Alexander, and viade a League of Friendship with 
Jonatlian, 

§ 1. Demetrius being thus slain in battle, as we have above 
related, Alexander took the kingdom of Syria ; and wrote to 

* A very unfair disputation this ! while the Jewish disputants, knowing 
that he could not properly prove out o{ the Pentateuch, that the place whiA 
the Lord their God shall eho9te to place his name there^ so often rcferredto in 
the book of Deuteronomy, was Jerusalem any more than Oerizzim, that be- 
ing not determined till the days of David, Antiq. B. vii. chap. xiii. sect. 4, 
vol. i. proves only what the Samaritans did not deny, that the temple at Je- 
rusalem was much more ancient, and much more celebrated and honoured than 
that at Oerizzim, which was nothing to the present purpose. The whole evi- 
dence, by the very oaths of lioth parties, being, we see, obliged to be confined 
to the law of Moses, or to the Pentateuch alone. However, worldly policy 
and interest, and the multitude, prevailing, the court gave sentence, as usual, 
on the stronger side, and poor 2Sabl>eus and Theodosius, the Samaritan dispu- 
tants, were mart}Ted, and this, so far as appears, without any direct hearing 
at all, which i% like the UMial practice of such political courts about matters of 
religion. Our copies say, that the body of the Jews vere in a great concern 
about those men^ in the plural, who were to dispute for their temple at Jerusar 
lem ; whereas it seems here they had but one disputant, Andronicus by name : 
])erhaps more were prepared to- speak on the Jews* side ; but the first having 
answered to his name, and overcome the Samaritans, there was no necessity 
for any other defender of the Jerusalem temple. 
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Ptolemy Philometor, and desired hU daughter in marriage ; 
and said, it was but just that be should be jcnned in affinity to 
one that had now reoaved the principdity of his fbrefathers^ 
and had been promoted to it by God s providence, and had 
conquered Demetrius, and that was on other accounts not 
unworthy of being related to him. Ptolemy receiyed this 
proposal of marriage gladly ; and wrote him an answer, aa*- 
iuting him on account of his having received the principidity 
of his forefathers, and promising him that he would give him 
his daughter in marriage ; and assured him that he was com- 
11^ to meet him at Ptolemais, and desired that he would there 
meet him, for that he would accompany her from Egypt so 
far, and would there marry bis child to him. When Ptolemy 
had written thus, he came suddenly to Ptolemais, and brought 
his' daughter Cleopatra along with him ; and as he found 
Alexander there before him, as he desired him to come, he 
gave him his diild in marriage, and for her portion gave her 
as mudi silver and mdd as became such a king to give. 

5i. When the wedaing was over, Alexander wrote to Jona- 
than the high-priest, and desired him to come to Ptdemais. 
So when he came to these kings, and had made them mag- 
nificent presents, he was honoured by them both* Alexander 
compelled him also to put off bis own garment, and to take 
a purple garment, and made him sit with him on bis throne ; 
and commanded his captains that they should go with him 
into the middle of the city^ and proclaim, that it was not 
permitted to any one to speak against him, or to give him 
any. disturbance. And when the captains bad thus done, 
those that were prepared to accuse Jonathan, and who bore 
him ill will, when they saw the honour that was done to him 
by proclamation, and that by the king's order, ran away, and 
were afraid lest some mischief should befall them. Nay, 
king Alexander was so very kind to Jonathan, that be set him 
down as the jH-incipal of his friends. 

8. But then, upon the hundred and sixty-fifth year, De- 
metrius, the son of Demetrius, came from Crete with a great 
number of mercenary soldiers, which Lasthenes the Cretian 
brought him, and sailed to Cilicia. This thing cast Alex- 
jander into great concern and disorder when he heard it ; so 
he made haste immediately out of Phenicia, and came to 
AnUochp that he might put matters in a safe posture there 
before Demetrius should come. He also left Apollonius 
Dans * governor of Cclesyria, who, coming to Jamnia with 

* Of the leveral JpoUanU about those agvs, see Dmn Prideaux at the yeei* 
148. This Apolloniuii Daus was, by bis account, the son of that Apollonius 
who had been made goTemor of Celesyria and Phenicia by Seleucns Philopa- 
tor, and was himself a oonfident of his son Demetrius the father, and restored 
to his father^s government by him, but afterwards revolted from him to Alex* 
Hier, hut not to Pemctriiis the son. an he supposes. 
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a great army, sent to Jonathan the high-priest, and told him, 
that ** it was not i%ht that he alone should live at rest, and 
wi^ authority, and not be subject to the king; that tUs 
thing had made him a reproach among all men, that he had 
sot yet made him subject to the king. Do not thou, therei. 
lore, deceive thyself, and rit still among the roonntMns, and 
pretend to have forces with thee ; but, if thou hast any d^ 
pendence on thy strength, come down into the plain, and let 
our armies be compared together, and the evented the battle 
will demonstrate wnich of us is the most courageous. How- 
ever, take notice^ that the most valiant men of every city are 
in , my army, and that these are the very men who have always 
beaten thy progenitors ; but let us have the battle in subh a 
place of the country where^we may fight with weapons, and 
not with stones, and where there may be no place whither 
those that are beaten may fly.^ 

4. With this Jonathan was irritated ; and chooring himself 
out ten thousand of his soldiers, he went out of Jerusalem 
in haste» with his brother Simon, and came to Joppa, and 
pitched his camp on the outside of the dty, because the peo- 
ple ci Joppa had shut their gates against him, for they nad 
a garrison in the dty put there by Apollonius ; but when 
Jonathan was prepanng to besiese thein, they were afraid 
he would take them, by forcCf and so they opened the gates 
to him. But Apollonius, when he heard that Joppa was 
taken by Jonathan, took three thousand horsemen, and eight 
thousand footmen, and came to Ashdod, and removing thence^ 
he made his journey silently and slowly, and fi;oing up to 
Joppa, he made as if he was retiring from the place, and so 
drew Jonathan into the plain, as valuing himself highly upon 
his horsemen, and having his hopes of victory principally in 
them. However, JonaUian salhed out, and pursued Apol* 
lonius to Ashdod ; but as soon as Apollonius perceived that 
his enemy was in the plain, 'he came back and gave him bat* 
tie ; but Apollonius luid laid a thousand horsemen in ambush 
in a valley, that they might be seen by their enemies as be- 
hind them ; which when Jonathan perceived, he was under 
no consternation, but ordering his army to stand in a square 
battle array, he gave them a charm to fall on the enemy on 
both sides, and set them to face tnose that attacked them, 
both before and behind ; and while the fight lasted till the 
evening, he gave part of his forces to his brother Simon, and 
orderca him to attack the enemies ; but for himself, he 
charged those that were with him to cover themselves with 
their armour, and receive the darts of the horsemen i who did 
as they were commanded ; so that the enemies' horsemen, 
^hile they threw their darts till they had no more left, did 
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.them DO harm ; for the darts that were thrown did not enter 
into their bodies bemg thrown upon the shields, that were 
united and conjoined together, the closeness of which easily 
overcame the force of the darts, and they flew about without 
.any effect. But when the enemy grew remiss in throwing 
their darts from morning till late at night, ^ Simon perceiTed 
their weariness, and fell upon the body of men before him ; 
and, because his soldiers showed great alacrity, he put the 
enemy to flight : and when the horsemen saw that the foot- 
men ran away, neither did they stay themselves, but they, be- 
ing very weary, by the duration of the fight till the evening, 
and their hope from the footmen being quite gone, they basely 
rairaway, and in great confusion also, till they were separated 
one from another, add scattered over all the plain. Upon 
which Jonathan pursued them as far as Ashdod, and slew a 
great many of them, and compelled the rest, in despair of 
escaping, to fly to the temple of Dagon, which was at Ash- 
dod ; but Jonathan took the city on the first onset, and burnt 
it, and the villages about it ; nor did he abstain from the 
temple of Dagon itself, but burnt it also, and destroyed those 
that bad fled to it. Now the entire multitude of the enemies 
.that fell in the battle, and were consumed in the temple, were 
eight thousand. When Jonathan, therefore, had overcome 
.so sreat an army, he removed from Ashdod, and came to 
Askelon ; and when he had pitched his camp without the 
city, the people of Askelon came out and met him, bringing 
him. hospitable presents, and honouring him ; so he accepted 
of their kind intentions, and returned thence to Jerusalem, 
with a great deal of prey, which he brought tiience when he 
conquered his enemies ; but when Alexander heard that 
Apollonius the general of his army was beaten, he pretended 
to be glad of it, because he had fought with Jonathan, his 
friend and ally, against his directions. Accordingly he sent 
to Jonathan, and gave testimony to his worth ; and gave him 
honorary rewards, as a golden button *, which it is the cus^ 
tom to give the king'^s kinsmen ; and allowed him Ekron, and 
its toparchy, for his own inheritance. 

5. About this time it was that king Ptolemy^ who was 
called Fhilometor, led an army, part by the sea and part by 
the land, and came to Syria, to the assistance of Alexander, 
who was his son-in-law ; and accordingly all the cities re- 
ceived him willingly, as Alexander had commanded them to 
do, and conducted him as far as Ashdod ; where they all made 
loud complaints about the temple of Dagon, which was burnt, 

* Dr Hudson obnerTos here, that the Phenicians and Romans used to re- 
ward such as had deserved well of them, by presenting to them a poidsn bt$t^ 
ton* See ch. v. sect. 4* 
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and accused Jonathan of *having laid it waste, and destroyed 
the country adjoining with fire, and slain a great number of 
theoi* Ptolemy heard these accusations, but said nothings 
Jonathan also went to meet Ptolemy as far as Joppa, and 
.obtained from him hospitable presents, and those glorious in 
their kinds, with all the marks of honour. And when he had 
conducted him as far as the river called Eleuthcrus, he re- 
turned again to Jerusalem. 

6. But as Ptolemy waa at Ptolemais, he was very near to 
a most unexpected destruction ; for a treacherous design was 
laid for his life by Alexander, by the means of Ammonius^ 
who was his friend ; and, as the treachery was very plain, 
Ptolemy wrote to Alexander, and required of him thaU he 
should bring Ammonius to condign punishment, informing 
him what snares had been laid for him by Ammonius, and 
desiring that he might be accordingly punished for it. But 
when Alexander did not comply with his demands, he peiv 
ceived that it was he himself who laid the design, and was 
very angry at him. Alexander had also formerly been on 
very ill terms with the people of Antioch, for they had suf- 
fered very much by his means ; vet did Ammonius at length 
undergo the punishment his insolent crimes had deserved, for 
he was killed in an opprobrious manner, like a woman, while 
he endeavoured to conceal himself in a feminine habit, as we 
have elsewhere related. 

7. Hereupon Ptolemy blamed himself for having given his 
daughter in marriage to Alexander, and for the league he had 
made with him, to assist him against Demetrius : so he dis- 
solved his relation to him, and took his daughter away from 
him, and immediately sent to Demetrius, and offered to make 
a league of mutual assistance and friendship with him, and 
agreed with him to give him his daughter in marriage, and to 
restore him to the principality of his fathers. Demetrius 
was well pleased with this embassage, and accepted of his 
assistance, and of the marriage of his daughter. But Ptolemy 
had still one more hard task to do, and that was to persuade 
the people of Antioch to receive Demetrius, because they 
were greatly displeased at him on account of the injuries 
his father Demetrius had done them ; yet did he bring this 
about ; for, as the people of Antioch hated Alexander on 
Ammonius^ account, as we have showed already, they were 
easily prevailed with to cast him out of Antioch ; who, thus 
expelled out of Antioch, came into Cilicia. Ptolemy came 
then to Antioch, and was made king by its inhabitants, and 
by the army ; so that he was forced to put on two diadems, 
the one of Asia, the other of Egypt ; but being naturally a 
good and a righteous man, and not desirous of what belonged 
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to Others, and , besides these dispositioni, beioff also a wise 
niAO in reaaoning about futurities, he deterniinea to avoid the 
eawj of the Romans; so he called the people of Antioch 
together to an assemU j, and persuaded them to receive De- 
metriua; and assured them, that « he would not be mindful 
of what thev did to his father, in case he should now be 
obliged by them ; and he undertook that he would himself 
be a gooa monitor and governor to him, and promised that 
he would not permit Um to attempt anj bad actions ; but 
that^ for his own part, he was contented with the kingdom 
of Egypt-"* B^ which disoourae he persuaded the people of 
Antiioch to receive Demetrius. 

, & But now Alexander made haste with a numerous and 
gfcat army, and came out of Cilicia into Syria, and burnt the 
country belonging to Antioch, and pillaged it ; whereupon 
Ptolemy and his son-in-law Demetrius brought their army 
against him (for he had already given him his daughter in 
marriage), and beat Alexander, and put him to flij^t ; and 
accordingly he fled into Arabia. Now it luniened in the 
time of battle, that Ptolemy^s horse, upon hearmg the noise 
of an elephant, cast him off his back, and threw him on the 
ground ; upon the ngbt of which acgdent his enemies fell 
upon him, and gave him many wounds upon his head, and 
brought him intodanger of death ; for when the guards caught 
him up, he was so very ill that for four dayi^ time he was not 
able either to understand or to speak. However Zabdiel, a 
prince among the Arabians, cut off Alexander's head, and 
sent it to Ptolemy, who, recovering of his wounds^ and re- 
turning to his understanding on the fifth dayi heard at once 
a most agreeable hearing, md saw a most agreeable siriit, 
which were the death and the head of Alexander ; yet a little 
after this his joy for the death of Alexander, with which he 
waa so greatly satisfied, he also departed this life. Now 
Alexander, who was called Balas, reigned over Asia five years, 
as we have elsewhere related. 

9« But when Demetrius, who was styled Nicaior *, hod 
taken the kingdom, he was so wicked as to treat Ptolemy^s 
soldiers very hardly, neither remembering the league of mu- 
tual assistance that was between them, nor that be was his 
son-in-law and kinsman, by Cleopatra^s marriage to him ; so 
the soldiers fled from his wicked treatment to Alexandria^ 
but Demetrius kept his etephants. But Jonathan the high- 
priest levied an army out of all Judea, and attacked the citn- 

* ThiA namo, Demeirhu Nieatwr^ or Demelriws the conqueror^ in so written 
an hit ooiim ttill extant, bh Hudson and Spanheim informs iis : the latt4>r of 
wliOBkafaM Ofl here the entire inscription, Khiff Demetritis the Cod Fhifadel' 
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del at Jerusulcniy and ticsieged it ; it was held by a garrisoD 
of Macedonians, and by some of those wicked men who had 
deserted the customs of their forefathers. The men at first 
despised the attempts of Jonathan for taking the place, as 
depending on its strength ; but some of those wicked men 
went out by night, and came to Demetrius, and informed 
him that the citadel was besieged $ who was irritated with 
what he heard, and took his army, and came from Antioch 
against Jonathan. Aiid when he was at Antioch, he wrote 
to him, and commanded him to come to him quickly to 
Ptolemais : Upon which Jonathan did not intermit the siege 
of the citadel, but took with him the elders of the peopfe, 
and the priests, and carried with him gold, and silver, and 
garments, and a ffreat number of presents of friendship, and 
came to Demetrius, and presented him with tliem, and 
thereby pacified the king's anffer. So he was honoured by 
him, and received from him the confirmation of hb higfa- 

Eriesthood, as he had possessed it by the grants of the kings 
is predecessors. And when the Jewish deserters accused 
him, Demetrius was so far from giving credit tj them, that 
when he petitioned him that he would demand no more than 
three hundred talents for the tribute of all Judea, and the 
three toparchies of Samaria, and Perea, and Galilee, he com- 
plied with the proposal, and gave him a letter confirming all 
those grants ; whose contents were as follows ; ** King De- 
metrius to Jonathan his brother, and to the nation of the 
Jews, sendeth greeting : We have sent you a copy of that 
epistle which we have written to Lasthenes our kinsman, 
that you may know its content?. King Demetrius to Las- 
thenes our father, sendeth greeUng ; I have determined to 
return thanks, and to shew favour to the nation of the Jews» 
which hath observed the rules c^ justice in our concerns. 
Accordingly I remit to them the three prefectures, Apherima, 
and Lydda, and Ramatha, which have been added to Judea 
out of Samaria, with their appurtenances : As also what the 
kings my predecessors received from those that offered 
sacrifices in Jerusalem ; and what are due from the fruits of 
the earth, and of the trees, and what else belongs to us; 
with the salt pits, and the crowns that used to be presented 
to us ! Nor shall they be compelled to pay any of these taxes 
from this time to all futurity. Take care, therefore, that a 
copy of this epistle be taken, and given to Jonathan, and be 
set up in an eminent place of their holy temple.^ And these 
were the contents of tnis writing. And now when Demetrius 
saw that there was peace every where, and that there was no 
danger, nor fear of war, he disbanded the greatest part of 
his army, and diminished their pay, and even retained in pay. 
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no Others than such foreigners as came up with him from 
Crete, and from the other islands. However, this procured 
him iU-will and hatred from the soldiers ; on whom he be- 
stowed nothing from tHis time, while the kings before him 
used to pay them in time of peace, as they did before, that 
they might have their good-will, and that they might be very 
ready to undergo the difficulties of war, if any occasion should 
require it. 
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CHAP. V. 

Havo Trypho^ after he had beaten DemetfiuSt delivered tie 
Kingdom to Antiochvs^ the Son of Alexander, and gained 
Jonathan for his Assistant : And concerning the Actions 
and Embassies of Jonathan, 

§ 1. Xpw there was a certain commander of Alexander'^s 
forces, an Apanemian by birth, whose name was Diodotus^ 
and was also called Trypho, took notice of the ill-will the 
soldiers' bare to Demetrius, and went to Malchus the 
Arabian, who brought up Antiochus, the son of Alexander, 
and told him what an ill-will the armies bare Demetrius, and 
persuaded him to give him Antiochus, because he would 
make him king, and recover to him the kingdom of his father* 
Malchus at the first opposed him in this attempt, because 
he could not believe him ; but when Trypho lay hard at him 
for a long time, he over-persuaded iiim to comply with 
IVypho's intentions and entreaties. And this was the state 
Trypho was now in. 

^. But Jonathan the high-priest, being desirous to get clear 
of those that were in the citadel of Jerusalem, and of the 
Jewish deserters, and wicked men, as well as of those in all 
the garrisons in the country, sent presents and ambassadors 
to Demetrius, and entreated him to take away his soldiers out 
of the strong-holds of Judea. Demetrius made answer, that 
after the war, which he was now deeply engaged in, was over, 
he would not only grant him that, but greater things than 
thAt also ; and he desired he would send him some assistance ; 
and informed him that his army had deserted him. So Jo- 
nathan chose out three thousand of his soldiers, and sent them 
to Demetrius. 

rS. Now the people of Antioch hated Demetrius, both on 
account of what mischief he had himself done them, and be- 
cause thev were his enemies alao on account of his father 
Demeirius, who had greatly abused them, so they watched 
some opportunity which they might lay hold on, to fall upon' 
him. And when thev were inl'onncd or' the absibtaiice that-. 
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was comitig to Demetrius from Jonathan, and considered 
at the same time that he would raise a numerous army, unless 
thej prevented him, and seized upon him, they took their 
weapons immediately, and encompassed his palace in the 
way of a siege, and seizing upon all the ways of getting out, 
they souffht to subdue their king. And when he saw that the 
people of Antioch were become his bitter enemies, and that 
they were thus in arms, he took the mercenary soldiers which 
he had with him, and those Jews who were sent by Jonathan, 
and assaulted the Antiochians; but he was overpowered by 
them, for they were many ten thousands, and was beaten. 
But when the Jews saw that the Antiochians were superior, 
they went to the top of the palace, and shot at them from 
thence ; and because they were so remote from them by their 
bdgfat, that they suffered nothing on their side, but did great 
execution on the others, as fighting from such an elevation, 
they drove them out of the adjoining houses, and immediately 
set them on fire, whereupon the flame spread itself over the 
whole city, and burnt it all down. This happened by reason 
of the closeness of the houses, and because they were gene- 
rally built of wood. So the Antiochians, when tney were not 
able to help themselves, nor to stop the fire, were put to 
flight. And as the Jews leaped from the top of one house to 
the top of another, and pursued them after that manner, it 
thence happened that the pursuit was so very surprising. But 
when the King saw that the Antiochians were very busy in 
saving their children and their wives, and so did not fight any 
longer, he fell upon them in the narrow passages, and fought 
them, and slew a great many of them, till at last they were 
forced to throw down their arms, and to deliver themselves up 
to Demetrius. So he forgave them this their insolent beha- 
viour, and put an end to the sedition : and when he had given 
rewards to the Jews out of the rich spoils he had gotten, and 
had returned them thanks, as the cause of his victory, he sent 
them away to Jerusalem, to Jonathan, with an ample testi** 
mony of the as»stance they had afforded him. .Yet did he 
prove an ill man to Jonathan afterward, and broke the promi* 
ses he had made ; and he threatened that he would make war 
upon him, unless he would pay all that tribute which the 
Jewish nation owed to the first kings [of Syria]. And this 
he had done, if Trypho had not hindered him, and diverted 
his preparations against Jonathan, to a concern for his own 
preservation ; for he now returned out of Arabia into Syria, 
with the child Antiochus, for he was yet in age but a youth, 
and put the diadem on his head : And as the whole forces 
that had left Demetrius, because they had no pay, came to 
his assistance, he made war upon Demetrius, and joining 
VOL. ir. r 
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battle with him, overcame him in the fight, and took from him 
'both his elephants, and the city of Antioch. 

4. Demetrius, upon this defeat, retired into Cilicia ; bttt 
the child Antiochus sent ambassadors, and an epistle, to Jo- 
'nathan, and made him his friend and confederate, and con- 
€nBed to him the high-priesthood, and yielded up to biA tbe 
-four piefectures which had been added to Judea. More- 
over, ne sent him vessels and cups of gold, and a purple gar- 
ment, and gave him leave to use them. He also presented 
him with a golden button, and styled him one of his princi- 
pal friends ; and appointed his brother Simon to be general 
cfver the forces, from the ladder of Tyre unto Egypt. So 
Jonathan was so pleased with these grants made him by An- 
tiochus, that he sent ambassadors to him, and to Trypho, and 
professed himself to be their friend and confederate, and said 
-he would join with him in a war against Demetrius, informing 
him that he had made no proper return for the kindnesses 
be had done him ; for that, when he had received many 
marks of kindness from him, when he stood in great need of 
them, he, for such good turns, had requited him with farther 
injuries. 

5. So Antiochus save Jonathan leave to raise himself a nu- 
merous army out of Syria and Phenicia, and to make war 
against Demetrius^s generals ; whereupon he went in haste to 
the several cities, which received him splendidly indeed, but 
put no forces into his hands. And when he was come from 
thence to Askelon, the inhabitants of Askelon came and 
brought him presents, and met him in a splendid manner. 
He exhorted them, and every one of the cities of Celesyria, 
to forsake Demetrius, and to join with Antiochus ; and in 
assisting him, to endeavour to punish Demetrius for what 
offences he had been guilty of against themselveir ; and told 
them there were many reasons for that their procedure, if 
they had a mind so to do. And when he had persuaded those 
cities to promise their assistance to Antiochus, he came to 
Gaza, in order to induce them also to be friends to Antio- 
chus ; but he found the inhabitants of Gaza much more alien- 
ated from him than he expected, for they had shut thrir 

Sites against him, and although they had deserted' Demetrius, 
ey had not resolved to join themselves to Antiochus. This 
provoked Jonathan to besiege them, and to harass their 
country ; for as he set a part of his army round about Gaza 
itself, so with the rest he overran their land, and spoiled it, 
and burnt what was in it. When the inhabitants of Gaza saw 
themselves in this state of afBiction, and that no assistance 
came to them from Demetrius, that what distressed them was 
at hand, but what should profit them was still at a great 
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cKetanoe, and it was uncertain whether it would come at all 
or not, they thought it would be prudent conduct to leave off 
any longer continuance with him, and to cultivate friendship 
with the other, so they sent to Jonathan, and professed they 
would be his friends, and afford him assistance ; for such is the 
temper of men, that before they have had the trial of gteat 
afflictions^ they do not understand what is for their advantage, 
and when they find themselves under such afflictions, they 
then change their minds, and what it had been better for them 
to have done before they had been at all damaged, they 
choose to do, but not till after they have suffered such da^ 
mi^es. However, he made a league of friendship with them, 
and took from them hostages for their performance of it, and 
sent these hostages to Jerusalem, while he went himself over 
all the country, as far as Damascus. 

6. But when he heard that the generals of Demetrius's for- 
ces were come to the city Cndesh with a numerous army (the 
place lies between the land of the Tyrians and Galilee), for 
they supposed they should hcrehy draw hiui out of Syria, in 
order to preserve Galilee, and that he would not overlook the 
Galileans, who were his own people, when war was made 
upon them, he went to meet them, having left Simon in 
Judea, who raised as great an army as he was able out of the 
country, and then sat down before Bethsura, and besieged it, 
that b^ng the strongest place in all Judea ; and a garrison 
of Deinetrius^s kept it, as we have already related. But as 
Simon was raising banks, and bringing his engines of war 
against Bethsura, and was very earnest about the siege of it, 
the garrison was afraid lest the place should be taken of 
Simon by force, and they put to the sword, so they sent to 
Simon, and desired the security of his oath, that they should 
come to no harm from him, and that they would leave the 

Elace, and go away to Demetrius. Accordingly he gave them 
is oath, and ejected them out of 'the city, and he put therein 
a garrison of his own. 

7. But Jonathan removed out of Galilee, and from the wa- 
ters which are called Gennesar, for there he was before en- 
camped, and came into the plun that is called Asor, without 
knowing that the enemy was there. When, therefore, Deme- 
trius^s men knew a day beforehand, that Jonathan was com- 
ing against them, they laid an ambush in the mountain, who 
were 10 assault him on the sudden, while they themselves met 
him with an army in the plain : which army, when Jonathan 
saw ready to engage him, he also got ready his own soldiers 
for the battle as well as he was able, but those that were laid 
in ambush by Demetrius'*s generals being behind them, the 
Jews were afraid lest they iSiould be caught in the midst be- 

p 2 
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tween two bodies, and perish, so they ran awaj in haste, and 
indeed all the rest left Jonathan ; but a few there were, in 
number about fifty^ who staid with him, and with them Mat- 
tathias, the son of Absalom, and Judas, the son of Cbapseus^ 
who were commanders of the whole army. These marched 
boldly, and like men desperate, against the enemy, and so 
pushed them, that by their courage they daunted them, and 
with their weapons in their hands, they put them to flight. 
And when those soldiers of Jonathan, that had retired, saw 
the enemy giving way, they got together after their flight, 
and pursued them with great violence : and this did they as 
far as Cadesh, where the camp of the enemy lay. 

8. Jonathan having thus gotten a glorious victory, and slain 
two thousand of the enemy, returned to Jerusalem. So 
when he saw that all his afiairs prospered, according to his 
mind, by the providence of God, he sent ambassadors to the 
Romans, being desirous of renewing that friendship which 
their nation had with them formerly. He enjoined tne same 
ambassadors, that, as they came back, they should go to the 
Spartans^ and put them in mind of their fiiendahip and kin* 
dred. So when the ambassadors came to Rome, they went 
into their senate, and said what they were commanded by 
Jonathan the high-priest to say, how he had sent them to 
confirm their friendship. The senate then confirmed what 
had been formerly decreed concerning their friendship with 
the Jews ; and gave them letters to carry to all the kings of 
Asia and Europe, and to the governors of the cities, that they 
might safely conduct them to their own country. Accord- 
ingiy, as they returned, they came to Sparta, and delivered 
the epistle which they had received of «ionathan to them ; a 
copy of which here follows : ** Jonathan the high-priest of 
the Jewish nation, and the senate, and body of the people of 
the Jews, to the ep/iori and senate, and people of the JLace- 
demonians, send greeting : • If you be well, and both your 
public and private afiairs be agreeable to your mind, it is 
according to our wishes. We are also well. When in former 
times an epistle was brought to Onias, who was then our 
high-priest, from Areus, who at that time was your king, by 
Demoteles, concerning the kindred that was between us and 
you, a copy of which is here subjoined, we both joyfully re- 
ceived the epistle, and were well pleased with Demoteles and 
Areus, although we did not need such a 'demonstration* 
because we were satisfied about it from the sacred writings *, 

* Thii chniiie ii otberwiae rendered in the fint book of the Haocabeee, sii. 
9. For thai we have the holp books of ecripturet in our hande to comfort amw 
The Hebrew original being lost, we cannot certainly judge what was the 
truest Teriiion, only the coherenee favoon Jonephus : But if thii wcm the 
Jews* meaning, that they were satisfied out of their Bible, that the Jews mnA 
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yet did not we think fit firet to begin the claim of this relation 
to you, lest we should seem too early in taking to ourselves 
the glonr which is now given us by you. It is a long time 
since this relation of ours to you hath been renewed ; and 
when we, upon holy and festival days, offer sacrifices to God, 
we pray to him for your preservation and victory. As to 
ourselves, although we have had many wars that nave com- 
passed us around, by reason of the covetousness of our 
neighbours^ yet did not we determine to be troublesome 
either to you, or to others that were related to us ; but since 
we have now overcome our enemies, and have occasion to 
send Numenius the son of Antiochus, and Antipater the 
son of Jason, who are both honourable men belonging to our 
senate, to the Romans, we gave them this epistle to you also^ 
that they might renew that friendship which is between us. 
You will therefore do well yourselves to write to us, and 
send an account of what you stand in need of from us, since 
we are in all things disposed to act according to your desires.^ 
So the Lacedemonians received the ambassadors kindly, and 
made a decree for friendship and mutual assistance, and sent 
it to them. 

9. At this time there were three sects among the Jews, 
who had different opinions concerning human actions ; the 
one was called the sect of the Pharitees^ another the sect of 
the SadduceeSy and the other the sect of the Essefies. Now 
Sot the Pharisees *, they say that some actions, but not all, 
are the work of fate, and some of them are in our own power, 
and that they are liable to fate, but are not caused by fate. 
But the sect of the Essenes affirm, that fate governs. all things, 

ifacedemonians were of kin, that part ojf their Bible is now lost, for we find no 
toch assertion in our present eopies. 

* Those that snppose Josephus to contradict himself in his three sereral 
accounts of the notions of the Pharisees, this here, and that earlier one, which 
is the largest, of the War, B. ii. chap. viii. § 14. Vol. iii. and that later, An- 
tiq. B. xviii. chap. i. § 3. VoL iL as if he sometimes said they introduced an 
absolute fatality, and denied all fieedom of human actions, is almost wholly 
groundless : he ever, as the very learned Casaubon here truly observes, as- 
sorting, that the Pharisees were between the Essenes and Sadduoees, and did 
80 far ascribe all to fate or divine providence, as was consistent with the free- 
dom of human actions. However, their perplexed way of talking about fate 
or providence as overruling all things, made it commonly fought they were 
willing to .excuse their sins by ascribing them to fate, at in the Apostolical 
Constitutions, B. vi. chap. vi. Perhaps under the same general name, some 
difference of opinions in this point might be prqNigated, as is very common in 
■11 parties, espeeially in points of metaphysical subtlety : However, our Jor 
sephus, who in his heart was a great admirer of the piety of the Essenes, wa3 
yet in practice a Pharisee, as he himself informs us, in his own Life, § 2. vol. 
uL And his account of ^s doetrine of the iHiarisees, is for certain agreeable 
to his own opinion, who ever both fully allowed the freedom of human actions, 
and yet strongly believed the powerful interposition of divine providence. 
See concerning this matter a remarkable clause, Antiq. B. xviii. chap. xi. sec, 
7. Tol. ii. 
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apd that nothing befalls men but what is according to its de- 
termination. And for the Sadducees, they take away fiue, 
and say there is no such thing, and that the ereotsof human 
affairs are not at its disposal, but they suppose that all our 
actions are in our own power, so that we are ourselves the 
causes of what is good, and receive what is evil from our own 
folly. However, I have given a more exact account of these 
opinions in the second book of the Jewish War. 

10. But now the generals of Demetrius, being willing to 
recover the defeat they had had, gathered a greater army toge^ 
ther than they had before, and came against Jonathan ; but as 
soon as he was informed of their coming, he went suddenly 
to meet them, to the country of HamoUi, for he resolved to 
give tliem no opportunity of coming into Judea, so he pitched 
bis camp at fifty furlongs distance from the enemy, and sent 
out sfues to take a view of their camp, and after what manner 
they were encamped. When his spies had given him full in- 
formation, and had seized upon some of them by night, who 
told him the enemy would soon attack them, he, tnus apprized 
beforehand, provided for his security, and placed watchmen 
beyond his camp, and kept all his forces armed all night ; and 
he gave them a charge to be of good courage, and to have 
their minds prepared to fight in the night-time, if they sliould 
be obliged so to do, lest their enemy's designs should seem 
concealed from them. But when Demetrius^s commanders 
were informed that Jonathan knew what they intended, their 
counsels were disordered, and it alarmed them to find, that 
the enemy had discovered those their intentions ; nor did they 
expect to overcome them any other way, now they had fuled 
in the snares they had laid for them ; for should they hazard 
an open battle, they did not think they should be a match for 
Jonathan's army ; so they resolved to fly : and having lighted 
many fires, that when the enemy saw them they might sup- 
pose they were there still, they retired. But when Jonathan 
came to give them battle in the morning in the camp, and 
found it deserted, and understood they were fled, he pursued 
them, yet could he not overtake them, for they had already 
passed over the river Elutherus, and were out of danger. So 
when Jonathan was returned thence, he went into Arabia, and 
fought against the Nabateans, and drove away a great deal of 
their prey, and took [many] captives, and came to Damascus, 
and there sold off that he had taken. About the same time it 
was that Simon his brother went over all Judea and Pales- 
tine, as far as Askelon, and fortified the strong holds : and 
when he had made them very strong, both in the edifices 
erected, and in the garrisons placed in them, he came to 
Joppa, and when he had taken it, he brought a great garrison 
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into it, for he heard that the people of Joppa w6re disposed 
to deliver up the city to Demetriua^s ffenerals. 

11. When SimoQ and Jonathan had finished these aflbirs, 
they returned to Jerusalem, where Jonathan gathered all the 
people together, and took counael to restore the walls of Je* 
rusalem, and to rebuild the wall that encompassed the temple^ 
which had been thrown down, and to make the places adjoin- 
ing stronger by very high towers ; and besides that, to build 
another wall in the midst of the city, in order to exclude the 
market-place from the garrison which was in the citadel, and 
by that means to hinder them from any plenty of provisions;^ 
and moreover, to make the fortresses that were in the country ' 
much stronger, and more defensible than they were before. 
And when those things were approved of by the multitude, as 
rightly proposed, Jonathan himself took care of the building 
that belonged to the city, and sent Simon away to make the 
fortresses m the country more secure than formerly. But 
Demetrius passed over [Euphrates], and came into Mesopo* 
tamia, as desirous to retain tnat country still, as well as Baby- 
lon ; and when he should have obtained the dominion of the 
upper provinces, to lay a foundation for recovering his entire 
kingdom ; for those Greeks and Macedonians who dwelt there 
frequently sent ambassadors to him, and promised, that if he 
would. come to them, they would deliver themselves up to 
him, and assist him in fighting against Arsaces *, the king of 
the Parthians. So he was elevated with these hopes, and 
came hastily to them, as having resolved that, if he had ono^ 
overthrown the Parthians and gotten an army of his own, he 
would make war against Trypho, and eject him out of Syria ; 
and the people of that country receive! him with great ala* 
crity. So tie raised forces, with which he fought against 
Arsaces, and lost all his army, and was himself taken alive, 
as we have elsewhere related. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Hojv Jo7icstlum was sicun by Treachery ; and how thereupon 
the Jews made Simon their General and High^priesi ; tifiot 
couroffeous Actions also he performed^ espccialfy against 
Trypho. 

§ 1. Now when Trypho knew what had befallen Demetrius, 
he was no longer firm to Antiochus, but contrived by sub- 

* The king, who was of the famous raee of Arsaoen, is both here, and 1 
Mao. sir. 2, called by the fiunily name Anaaei^ but Appiaa says, his proper 
name was Phfraates, He is here also called by Joseohus, the kiag qf th» 
PartfUaru^ as the Greeks used to call them, but by the elder author of the first 
book of Maccabees, the king of the Persiam and Mede^, aooording to the lan- 
guage of the eastern nations. See Authent. Rec. part ii. p. 1 100. 
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tilty to kill him, and then take posseMion of his kingdom ; 

but the fear that he was in of Jonathan was an obstacle to 

this his design, for Jonathan was a friend to Antiochus, for 

which cause he resolved first to take Jonathan out of the 

way, and then to set about his design relating to Antiochus : 

but he, judging it best to take him off by deceit and treachery, 

oame from Antioch to Bethshan, which by the Greekft is 

called Sc^ihapoRSf at which place Jonathan met him' with 

Ibrty thousand chosen men, for he thought that he came to 

fi^t him, but when he perceived that Jonathan was ready 

to fight, he attempted to gain him by presents, and kind 

treatment, and gave order to has captains to obey him, and 

by these means was desirous of giving him assurance of his 

mod* will, and to take away all suspicions out of his mind, 

Uiat so he might make him careless and inconsiderate, and 

might take him when he was unguarded. He also advised 

him to dismiss his army, because there was no occaaon for 

bringing it with him wnen there was no war, but all was in 

peace. However, he denred him to retain a few about him, 

and go with him to Ptolemais, for that he would deliver the 

city up to him, and would bring all the fortresses that were 

in the country under his dominion : and he told him, that he 

came with those very designs. 

S. Yet did not Jonathan suspect any thing at all bjr this 
his management, but believed that Trypho gave him this ad- 
vice out of kindness, and with a sincere aesign. Accordingly 
he dismissed his army, and retained no more than three thou- 
sand of them with him, and left two thousand in Galilee, and 
he himself, with one thousand, oame with Trypho to Ftole- 
mais. But when the people of Ftolemais had shut their 

Satesy as it had been commanded by Trypho to do, he took 
onathan alive, and slew all that were with him. He also 
sent soldiers against those two thousand that were left in 
Galilee, in order to destroy them : but those men having 
heard the report of what had happened to Jonathan, they 
prevented the execution, and before those that were sent by 
Trvpho came, they covered themselves with their armour, 
ana went away out of the country. Now when those that 
were sent against them saw that they were ready to fight for 
their lives, they gave them no disturbance, but returned back 
to Trypho. 

S. But when the people of Jerusalem heard that Jonathap 
was taken, and that the soldiers who were with him were 
destroyed, they deplored his sad fate, and there was earnest 
inquiry made about him by every body, and a great and just 
fear fell upon them, and made them sad, lest, now they were 
deprived of the courage and conduct of Jonathan, the pa- 
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tions about, them should bear them ilUwill; and as thejr 
'Were before quiet on account <^ Jonathan, they should now 
rise up against ihem, and by making war with them, diould 
force them into the utmost dangers. And indeed what they 
suspected really befell them, for when those nations heard of 
the death of Jonathan, they began to make war with the 
Jews, as now destitute of a goremor ; and Trypho himself 
got an army together, and had an intention to go up to Jtidea, 
and make war against its inhabitants. But when Simon 
«aw that the peoj^e of Jerusalem were terrified at the cir- 
^cumstances they were in, he desired to make a speech to 
them, and thereby to render them more resolute in opposing 
Trypho when he should come against them. He then called 
the people together into the temple, and thence began thus , 
to encourage them : << O my countrymen, you are not igno- 
rant that our father, myself, and my brethren, have ventured 
to hazard our.lives, and tliat willingly, for the recovery of 
your liberty ; since I have therefore such plenty of examples 
before me, and we of our family have determined with our* 
selves to die for our laws, and our divine worship, there 
shall no terror be so great as to banish this resolution from 
our souls, nor to introduce in its place a love of life, and a 
contempt of glory. Do you therefore follow me with ala- 
crity whithersoever I shall lead you, as not destitute of such 
a captain as is willing to sufier, and to do the greatest things 
for you ; for neither am I better than my brethren, that I 
should be sparing of my own life, nor so far worse than 
they as to avoid and refuse what they thought the most 
honourable of all things, I mean, to unaergo death for your 
laws, and for that worship of God which is peculiar to you ; 
I will therefore give such proper demonstrations as will show 
that I am their own brother ; I am so bold as to expect 
that I shall avenge their blood upon oqr enemies, and deliver 
you all, with your wives and children, from the injuries they 
intend against you, and with Grod^s assistance, to preserve 
your temple from destruction by them ; for 1 see that these 
nations have you in contempt, as being without a governor, 
and that they thence are encouraged to make war against 
you.'' 

4. By thb speech of Simon's he inspired the multitude 
with courage, and as they had been before dispirited through 
fear, they were now raised to a good hope of better things, 
insomuch that the whole multitude of the people cried out 
all at once, that Simon should be their leader ; and that in- 
stead of Judas and Jonathan, his brethren, he should have 
the government over them ; and they promised that they 
would readily obey him in whatsoever he should command 
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them. So he got together iminediaUly all Ua qw^h aoldim 
that were fit for war, and made haste in rebuilding tbe walk 
of the city, and strengthened them by very bi^ and aUm 
towers; and sent a friend of his, one Jonathan tbeaona 
Absalom, to Joppa, and gave him order to eject the ildiafaif 
tauts out of the city, for he was afraid lest thej abould defr 
ver up the city to Trypho, but he himself stayed to aaeiiK 
Jerusalem. 

5. But Trypho removed from Ptolemais with a ^eat arm^» 
and came into Judea, and brought Jonathan with bim is 
bonds. Simon also met him with his army at the city Adidiw 
which is upon a hill, and beneath it lie tne plains of Judsa- 
And when Trypho knew that Simon was by the Jewa made 
their governor, he sent to him, and would have imposed up 
on him by deceit and treachery, and desired, if he would 
have his brother Jonathan released, that be would send lum 
a hundred talents of silver, and two of Jonathan*8 wins as 
hostages, that when he shall be released, he may not make 
Judea revolt from the king, for that at present he waa kapt 
in bonds on account of the money he had borrowed of the 
king, and now owed it to him. But Simon was aware of 
the craft of Trypho, and although he knew, that if he gave 
him the money he should lose it, and that Trypho would not 
set his brother free, and withal, should deliver the sona of 
Jonathan to the enemy, yet because he was afraid that be 
sliould have a calumny raised against him among the midti^ 
tude as the cause of his brother's death, if he neither gave 
the money nor sent Jonathan's sons, he gathered hia army 
togctiier, and told them what offers Trypho had nuule, and 
added this, that the offers were ensnaring and treacheroua, 
and yet that it was more eligible to send the money and 
Jonathan'^s suns, than to be liable to the imputation of not 
complying with Trypho*s offers, and thereby refusing to save 
his brother. Accordingly Simon sent the sons of Jonathan 
and the money ; but when Trypho had received them, he did 
not keep his promise, nor set Jonathan free, but took hTa 
army and went about all the country, and resolved to go up 
afterward to Jerusalem by tlic way of Idumea, while Simon 
went over against him with his army, and all along pitched 
his own camp over against his. 

6. But when those that were in the citadel had sent to 
Trypho, and besought him to make haste and come to them, 
and to send them provisions, he prepared his cavalry aa 
though he would be at Jerusalem that very night, but to 
great a quantity of snow fell in the night that covered the 
roads, and miide them so deep, that there was no pas^ng, 
especially for the cavalry. This hindered him from coming 
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to Jeruaalem; whereupon Tryjho removed thence, ud 
came into Celesyria, and fkllinff vehemently upon the land 
of Gilead, he slew Jonathan there, and when he had ^ven 
order for his burial, he returned himself to Antioch^ Sow* 
ever, Simon sent some to the city Basca to bring away his 
brother's bones, and buried them in their own city Modin i 
and all the people made great lamentation, over him. Simon 
also erected a very large monument for his father and his 
brethren, of white and polished stone, and raised it a great 
height, and so as to be seen a long way oiF, and made elds*- 
ters about it, and set up pillars, which were of one stone 
apiece; a work it was wonderful to see. Moreover, he 
built seven pyramids also for his parents and bis brethren, 
one for each of them, which were made very surprising, both 
for their largeness and beauty, and which have been pre- 
served to this day ; and we know that it was Simon who 
bestowed so much zeal about the burial of Jonathan, and 
the building of these monuments for his relations. Now 
Jonathan med when he had been hi^h-priest four years *, 
and had been also the governor of his nation. And these 
were the circumstances that concerned his death. 

6. But Simon, who was made high^riest by the multitude, 
on the very first year of his high-priesthood set his people 
free from their slavery under the Macedonians, and permitted 
them to pay tribute to them no longer ; which liberty and 
freedom from tribute they obtained after a hundred and 
seventy years -f- of the kingdom of the Assyrians, which was 
after Seleucus, who was called Nicator, got the dominion 
over Syria. Now the afiection of the multitude towards 

* There ii some error in the copies here, when no more than four years 
are ascribed to the high-priesthood of Jonathan. We know by Josephus's 
List Jeii'ish chronology, Antiq. B. zx. ch. x. vol. iii, that there was an 
interv-al of seven years between the death of Alcimus or Jacimus, the last 
high-priest, and the real high.priesthood of Jonathan, to whom yet thote 
seven years seem here to be ascribed, at a part of them were to Judas before, 
Antiq. B. xii. chap. x. sect. 6. voL ii. Now since,. besides these seven 
years interregnum in the pontificate, we are told, Antiq. B. xx, ch. x. that 
Jonathan*s real high.priesthood lasted seven years more, these two teyeq 
years will make up fourteen yean, which 1 suppose was Jasephus's own nnnu 
ber in this place, instead of tne four in our present copies. 

-f These 170 years of the Assyrians mean no more, as Josephus explains 
himself here, than from the aara of Seleucua, which, as it is knowp to have 
begun on the 312th year before the Christian sera, from its spring in the first 
book of Maccabees, and from its autumn in the second book of Maccabees, 
so did it not begin at Babylon till the next spring on the 311th year. Set 
Prid. at the year 318. And it is truly observed by Dr Hudson on thia 
place, that the Syrians and Assyrians are sometimes confounded in audent 
authors, according to the words of Justin, the epitomizer of Trogui Poni- 
peius, who says, *^ That the Assyrians were afterwards called Scrums." B. 
1. ch. xi. See Of the War, B. v. ch. ix. sect. 4. VoL iv. where the Phllis*. 
tines thAnselves, at the very south limit of Syria, in its utmost extend va 
called Assyrians by Josephus, as Spanheim observes. 
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Simon wai so great, that in their contracts one with another, 
and in their public records, they wrote, ** In the first year of 
Simon, the benefactor and ethnarch of the Jews;^ for un- 
der him they were very happy, and overcame the enemies 
that were round about them, for Simon overthrew the city 
QaxBTBf and Joppa,' and Jamnia. He also took the citadel 
ci Jerusalem by siege, and cast it down to the ground, that 
it might not be any more a place of refuge to their enemies 
when they took it, to do them mischief, as it had been till 
sow. And when he had done this, he thought it their best 
way, and most for their advantage, to level the very moun. 
tun itself upon which the citadel happened to stand, that so 
the temple might be higher than it. And indeed, when he 
had called the multitude to an assembly, he persuaded them 
to have it so demolished, and this by putting them in mind 
what miseries they had suflered by its garrison, and the 
Jewish deserters, and what miseries they mi^t hereafter 
suffer in case any foreigner should obtain the kingdom, and 
put a garrison into that citadel. This speech induced the 
multitude to a compliance, because he exhorted them to do 
Dothinc; but what was for their own good ; so they all set 
themsdves to the work, and levelled the mountain, and in 
that work spent both day and night without any intermission, 
which cost them three whole years before it was removed, 
and brought to an entire level with the plain of the rest of 
the city. After which, the temple was the highest of all the 
buildhiffs, now the citadel, as well as the mountain whereon 
it stood, were demolished. And these actions were thus 
performed under Simon. 
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CHAP. VII, 

JIow Simon confederated himself xoith Antiochus Pius, and 
made War against Trypho; and a little c^rward againet 
Cendebeus, the General qf Antiochufs Army : as also how 
Simon teas murdered by his Son-in-law Ptoiefny, and thai 
by Treachery. 

8 1*. Now a little while after Demetrius had been carried 
into capUvity, Trypho his governor destroyed Antiochus, 

* It must here be diligently noted, that Josephui'v copy of the first book 
•f Meocabeus, which he had* so carefiiUy followed, and faithftilly abridged 
aa far aa the 50th yerse of the twelfth chapter, leemi there to have ended. 
What few thingi there are afterward common to both, might probably be 
learned by him from some other more imperfect reooitls. However, we 
must exactly observe here, what the remaining part of that book of the 
Maccabees informs us of, and what Josephus would never have omitted, 
had his copy contained so much, that this Simon the Great, the Maccabee, 
made a league with Antiochus Soter, the son of Demetrius Soter, and bro- 
ther of the other Demetrius, who was now a captive in Parthia, that upon 
his coming to the crown, about the 140th year before the Christian Rra, 
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tb6 son of Alexander *, who wai called the Godf^ and this 
when he had reigned four years, though he gave it out that 
he died under the hands of the surgeons. He then sent 
his friends and those that were most intimate with him, to the 
soldiers ; and promised that he would give them a great deal 
of money if they would make him king. He intimated to 
them that Demetrius was made a captive by the Parthians ; 
and that Demetrius's brother Antiochus, if he came to be 
king, would do them a great deal of mischief, in way of 
revenge for their revolting from his brother. So the soU 
diers, in expectation of the wealth they should get by 
bestowing the kingdom on Trypho, made him their ruler. 
However, when Trypho had gained the management of 
affairs, he demonstrated his disposition to be wicked; for 
while he was a private person, he cultivated a familiarity 
with the multitude, and pretended to great moderation, and 
so drew them on artfully to whatsoever he pleased ; but when 
be had once taken the kingdom, he laid aside any farther 
dissimulation, and was true Trypho^ which behaviour made 
his enemies superior to him ; for the soldiery hated him, and 
revolted from him to Cleopatra, the wife of Demetrius, who 
was then shut up in Seleiicia with her children. But as 
Antiochus, the brother of Demetrius, who was called Soierf 
was not admitted by any of the cities on account of Trypho, 
Cleopatra sent to him, and invited him to marry her, and to 
take the kingdom. The reasons why she made this invitation 
were these ; that her friends persuaded her to it, and that 

he granted great privileges id tbe Jewish nation, and to Simon their high-prieit 
and ethnardi, which priyileges Simon seems to have taken of his own aoeoid, 
about three years before. In particular, he gave liim leave to coin money for 
his country, with his own stamp : and as concerning Jerusalem, and the sane* 
Cuary, that they should be free, or as the vulgar Latin hath it, hoiy and/reej 1 
Maccab. xv. 6, 7* which I take to be tbe true reading, as being the very words 
of his father*s concession offered to Jonathan several years before, di. z. SI, 
and Antiq. B. ziii. ch. ii. sect. 3. vol. ii. Now what makes this date, and these 
grants, greatly remarkable, is the state of the remaining genuine shekels of 
the Jews with Samaritan characters, which seem to have been, most of them 
at least, coined in the four first years of this Simon the Asamonean, and hav- 
ing upon them these words on one side, Jenualem the holy^ and on the reverse, 
In the year oj freedom^ 1 or 2, or 3, or 4, which shekels therefore are original 
monuments of these times, '•nd undeniable marks of the truth of the history 
in these chapters, though it be in great measure omitted by Josephus* See 
Essay on the Old Test. p. 167, 168. The reason why I rather suppose that 
his copy of the Maccabees wanted these chapters, than that his own copies are 
here imperfect, is this, that all their contents are not here omitted, though 
much the greatest part be. 

* How Tryjdbo killed this Antiochus, the epitome of Livy informs us, chap. 
63. viz. that he corrupted his physicians or surgeons, who falsely pretending 
to the people that he was perisliing with the stone, as they cut him for it, killed 
him, which exactly agrees with Josephus. 

f That this Antiochus, the son of Alexander Bales, was called lAtf Ond^ Is 
evident from his coins, which Spanhcim assures us bear this inscription, Kt^ 
AnHochvn the God^ Kjnphanen the Viclarimts, 
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•he was afraid for herself, in case some of the people of Se- 
leucia should deliver up the city to Trypho. 

SL As Antiochus was now come to Seleucia, and his forces 
ipsreased every day, he ndarched to fight Trypho ; and hav- 
ing beaten him in the battle, he ejected him out of the Up- 
per Syria into Phenicia, and pursued him thither, and be- 
ttesea him in Dora, which was a fortress hard to be taken, 
whither he had fled. He also sent ambassadors to Simon the 
Jewish high-priest, about a league of friendship and mutual 
assistance : who readily accepted of the invitation, and sent 
to Antiochus great sums of money, and provisions, for those 
that besieged Dora, and thereby supplied them very plenti- 
fiilly, so that for a little while he was looked upon as one of 
his most intimate friends ; but still Trypho fled from Dora 
to Apamia, where he was taken during the siege, and put to 
death when he had reigned three years. 

3. However, Antiochus forgot the kind assistance that 
Simon had aflbrded him in his necessity, by reason of his co- 
vetous and wicked disposition, and committed an army of 
soldiers to his friend Cendebeus, and sent him at once to ra- 
vage Judea, and to seize Simon. When Simon h^rd of 
Antiochus^s breaking his league with him, although he were 
now in years, yet provoked with the unjust treatment he had 
met with from Antiochus, and taking a resolution brisker 
than his age could well bear, he went like a young man to 
act as general of his army. He also sent his sons before 
among the most hardy of his soldiers, and he himself marched 
on with his army another way, and laid many of his men in 
ambushes in the narrow vallevs between th« mountains ; nor 
did he fail of success upon any one of his attempts, but was 
too hard for his enemies in every one of them. So he led the 
rest of his life in ])eace, and did also himself make a league 
with the Romans. 

4. Now he was the ruler of the Jews in all eight years ; 
but at a feast came to his end. It was caused by the trea- 
chery of his son-in-law Ptolemy ; who caught also his wife, 
and two of his sons, and kept them in bonds. He also 
sent some to kill John the third son, whose name was 
Hyrcajius ; but the young man perceiving them eoming, 
he * avoided the danger he was in from them, and made 
haste into the city [Jerusalem], as relying on the good will 

* Here Jovephiis be^ns to follow and to aliridge the nett sacred Ilehrew 
Iwnlc, fttylod, in the end of the first hook of l^faccalieus. The Chnmickt of John 
[HffreaniW»'\ hit/h-prletthood^ but in some of the Greek ropieii, the fnurth book 
qf Maccabnut, A Greek veraion of thin clironicle was extant not very long ago 
in the days of Sautes Pagninus, and Sixtiis Sinensis, at Lyons, though it seems 
to have been burnt, and to be now utterly lost. See Sixtus Sinensis^s account 
of It, of its many Hebraisms, and its great agreement witli Josephus's abridge- 
mtMU, ill thf Aiitbent. Kih-. part. i. p. 200, 207, 208. 



CHAP. VIII. ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. (£8 

of the multitude, because of the benefits they had reoeiyed 
from his father, and because of the hatred the same multi. 
tude bare to Ptolemy, so that, when Ptolemy was endeavour- 
ing to enter the city by another gate, they drove him away, 
as having already admitted of Hyrcanus. 

CHAP- VIII. 

Hyrcanus receives the High-priesthdodj and ejects Piclkmy 
out of the Country. Antiochus maikes War against Hyr^ 
canuSi and qfierrcards makes a League with him. 

§ 1. So Ptolemy retired to one of the fortresses that was 
above Jericho, which was called Dagon : But Hyrcanus hav. 
ing taken the priesthood that had been his father's before, and 
in the first place propitiated Ood by sacrifices, he then made 
an expedition agcunst Ptolemy ; and when he made his at- 
tacks upon the place, in other points he was too hard for him, 
but was rendered weaker than he, by the commiseration he 
had for his mother and brethren, and by that only ; for Ptole- 
my brought them upon tlie wall, and tormented them in the 
sight of all, and threatened that he would throw them down 
headlong, unless Hyrcanus would leave off the siege- And as 
he thought that so far as he relaxed to the siege and taking 
of the place, so much favour did he shew to those that were 
dearest to him by preventing their misery, his zeal about it 
was cooled. However his mother spread out her hands, and 
begged of him that he would not grow remiss on her account, 
but indulge his indignation so much tlie more, and that he 
would do his utmost to take the place quickly, in order to get 
the enemy under his power^ and then to avenge upon hmi 
what he had done to those that were dearest to himself ; for 
that death would be to her sweet, though with torment, if 
that enemy of theirs might but he brought to punishment for 
his wicked dealings to them. Now when his mother said so, 
he resolved to take the fortress immediately ; but when he saw 
her beaten and torn to pieces, his courage failed him, and he 
could not but sympathize with what his mother suffered, and 
was thereby overcome. And as the siege was drawn out into 
length by these means, that year on which the Jews use to 
rest came on, for the Jews cbservc this rest every seventh 
year, as they do every seventh day ; so that Ptolemy being* 
for this cause released from the war, he slew the brethren of 

* Hence we learn, that in the days of this excellent high-priest John Hjrr- 
canua, the observation of the Sabbiuic year, as Josephiis supposed, required 
a rest from war, as did that of the weekly Sabbath from wark : I mean this, 
unless in the case of necessity, when the Jews were attacked by their enemies, 
ill which case iiidt^, and in which alone, they then allowpfl defensive fi^cht- 
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Hyrcanus, and his mother: and when he had done so, he fled 
to Zeno, who was called Cotylais^ who was then the tyrant of 
the city Philadelphia. 

S. But Antiocnus being very uneasy at the miseries that 
Simon had brought upon him, he invaded Judea in the fourth 
year of his reign, and the first year of the principality of 
Hyrcanus, in the hundred and sixty-second olympiad *. And 
when he had burnt the country, he shut up Hyrcanus in the 
city, which he encompassed round with seven encampments, 
but did just nothing at the first, because of the strength of 
the walls, and because of the valour of the besieged, although 
they were once in want of water, which yet they were de- 
livered from by a large shower of rain, which fell at the setung 
of thd Pleiades-f". However, about the north part of the wal^ 
where it happened the city was upon a level with the out- 
ward ground, the king raised a hundred towers of three 
stories high, and placed bodies of soldiers upon them, and as . 
he made his attaclcs every day, he cut a double ditch, deep 
and broad, and confined the mhabitants within it as within a 
wall : but the besieged contrived to make frequent sallies out, 
and if the enemy were not any where upon their guard, they 
fell upon them, and did them a great deal of mischief, and if 
they perceived them, they then retired into the city with ease. 
But Dccause Hyrcanus discerned the inconvenience of so 
great a number of men in the city, while the provisions were 
the sooner spent by them, and yef, as is natural to suppose, 
those great numbers did nothing, he separated the useless 
part, and excluded them out of the city, and retained that 

B[rt only which were in the flower of their age, and fit for war. 
owever, Antiochus would not let those that were excluded 

log to b^ lawful eren on the Sabbath-day, as we lee in several plaoea of 
Josephus, Antiq. B. xii. ch. vi. Met. 2. B. ziiL eh. I. siect. 3. vol. IL Of 
the \4^ar, B. i. ch. vii. sect. 3. vol. iii. But then it must be noted, that this 
xiest from war no way appears in the first book of Maocabeet, ch. xvi. 
bnt the direct contrary ; though indeed the Jews, in the days of Antiochus 
lipiphanes, did not venture upon fighting on the Sabbath-day, even in the 
defence of their own lives, till the Asamoneans or Blaocabees decreed so to 
do, 1 Mac ii. 32 — 41. Antiq. B. xii. ch. vi. sect. 2. 

* Jo8ephus*B copies, both Greek and Latin, have here a gross mirtake, 
when they say, that this first ^-ear of John Hyrcanus, which we have Just now 
seen to have been a Sabbatic year^ was in the 102d olympiad, where it was 
for certain the second year of the IGlst. See the like I>efore, B. xii. ch. vii. 
sect. vi. 

•f- This helical setting of .the Pleiades, or 8e\'en soirs, was in the days of 
Hyrcanus and Josephus, early in the spring, about February, the time oif the 
latter reign in Judea : and this, so far as I remember, is the only astronomical 
character of time, 1>esides one eclipse of the moon in the reign of Herod, that 
we meet with in all Josephus, the Jews l>eing little accustomed to astnmo- 
nriral iibservations, any farther than for the uses of their kalendar, and 
ntterly forbidilon thove astbilogical unes which the heathens commonly made 
of thtfiiu 
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go away, wlio therefore wandering about between the walls^ 
and consuming away by famine, died miserably ; but when the 
feast of tabernacles was at hand, those that were within com- 
miserated their condition, and received them in again. And 
when Hyrcanus sent to Antiochus, and deared there might be 
a truce for seven days, because of the festival, he gave way 
to this piety towards God, and made that truce accordingly : 
And besides that, he sent in a magnificent sacrifice, bulls 
with their horns silded *, with all sorts of sweet sfnces, and 
with cups of gold and silver. So those that were at the gates 
received the sacrifices from those that brought them, and led 
them to the temple ; Antiochus, the mean while, feasting his 
army t which was a quite different conduct from Antiochus 
Epiphanes, who, when he had taken the city, he offered 
swine upon the altar, and sprinkled the temple with the broth 
of their flesh, in order to violate the laws of the Jews, and the 
religion they derived from their forefathers ; for which reason 
our nation made war with him, and would never be reconciled 
to him : But for thb Antiochus, all men called him Antiochus 
the Pious^ for the great zeal he had about religion. 

S. Acoordinffly Hyrcanus took this moderation of his kind« 
ly ; and when he understood how religious he was towards 
the Ddty, he sent an embassage to him, and desired that he 
would restore the settlements they received from their fore- 
fathers. So he rejected the counsel of those that -f* would 
have him utterly destroy the nation by reason of their way of 
living, which was to others unsociable, and did not regard 
what they said. But being persuaded that all they did was 
out of a religious mind, he answered the ambassadors, That 
if the besieged would deliver up their arms, and pay tribute 
for Joppa, and the other cities which bordered upon Judea, 
and admit a garrison of his, on these terms, he would make 
war against them no longer. But the Jews, although they 
were content with the other conditions, did not agree to ad> 
mit the garrison, because they could not associate with other 
people, nor converse with them ; yet they were willing, in- 
stead of the admission of the garrison, to give him hostages, 
and five hundred talents of silver, of which they paid down 
three hundred, and sent the hostages immediately, which king 
Antiochus accepted. One of these hostages was Hyrcanus's 
brother : but still he broke down the fortifications that en- 

* Dr. Hudson tellii us here, that this custom of gilding the horns of those 
oxen that were to be sacriftced, is a known thing both in the poets and ora- 
tors. 

-f* This account in Josephus, that the present Antiochus was persuaded, 
though in yain, not to make peace with the Jews, but to cut them off utter« 
]y, is fully confirmed by Diodorus Siculus, in Photius^s extracts out of his 34th 
Book. 

VOL. II. a 
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oompaaied the city : and upon these conditioiis Antndai 
bralDe up the raege and departed. 

4. But HyrcanuB openra the sepulchre of Darid, who ci> 
cdled all other kings in riches, ana took out of it three thoa- 
sand talents. He was also the first of the Jews that, uMag 
on his wealth, nudntained foreign troop. There waa Jm s 
league of friendship and mutual assistance made betweoi 
them : upon which Hyrcanus admitted him into the dty, and 
fumishea him with whatsoever his army wanted in gitat 
plenty, and with great generosity, and marched along wA 
him when he made an expedition a^nst the Parthiana ; of 
which Nicolaus of Damascus is a witness for us ; who m Us 
history writes thus : *< When Antiochus had erected a trapfaf 
at the river Lycus, upon his conquest of Indatea, the genoiu 
of the Parthians, he stayed there two days. It waa at the 
desire of Hyrcanus the Jew, because it was such a Csstival 
derived to them from their forefathers, whereon the law cf 
the Jews did not allow them to travel.^ And tndy he did 
not apeak falsely in saying so ; for that festival^ which we call 
Pentecost, did then fall out to be the next day to the Sak 
bath : nor is it * lawful for us to journey, either 'on die 
Sabbath-day, or on a festival-day. But when Antiochns 
joined battle with Arsaces, the king of Farthia, he lost a 

Seat part of his army, and was himself slain ; and his brodier 
emetrius succeeded in the kin^om of Sjrria, by the per- 
mission of Arsaces, who freed him from his captivity, at the 
same time that Antiochus attacked Parthia* as we nave for* 
roerly related elsewhere. 

CHAP. IX. 

HaWy after the Death of Antiochus^ Hyrcanus made an Ex- 
peditiori against Syrta^ and made a League with tfte Ro- 
mans. Concerning the Death of King Demetrius and A- 
lexander. 

§ 1. But when Hyrcanus heard of the death of Antiochus, 
he presently made an expedition against the cities of Syria, 
hoping to find them destitute of fighting men, and of sudi as 
were able to defend them. However, it was not till the 
sixth month that he took Medaba, and that not without the 
greatest distress of his army. After this he took Samega, 
and the neighbouring places ; and besides these, Shcchem 
and Gerizziro, and the nation of the Cutheans, who dwelt at 
the temple which resembled that temple which was at Jeni- 

• The Jews were not to march, or journey, on the Sabbath, or on such • 
great festival as was equivalent to the Sabbath, any farther than a SdbMk' 
dt^^i journey, or 2000 cubits. See the note on Antiq. B. x\\ ch. viii. sect. fi. 
rol. 111. 
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fialem, and which Alexander pemrittediSanballatt the|(eii0vil 
of his army, to buiid for the take of Mammeli, mo wat 
80D-iiu-law to Jaddua the high-prieat, as we :ha«e fbmierly ib» 
lated* which temple was now deserted two hnndied years 
after it was .built. Hvrcanus took also Dorn^ and Marnsa, 
cities of Idumea, and subdued all the Iduraeans ; and per- 
mitted them to stay in that (Conntry, >if they woiiU .'ciiciinKise 
their genitak, and make use of the hims of the Jews ; ahdihey 
were so desirous of living in the country of their faivfiitfaers, 
that they submitted to the nae of icmsumcisiim^, >and'of the 
rest of the Jewish ways ef living, at which time therefore this 
befell them, that they were liereafker no other tlnn -Jews. 

2. But Hyrcanus the .high*priest was desirous to renew ^ 
that league of friendship theyihad with dieAomam: ac* 
cm'dingly he sent an embassage to them : and when the senate 
had received their epistle^ tnev made a league of :friendship 
with them after the manner following : << Fanius, the son of 
Marcus the prsBtor, gathered the senate together on the-eighth 
day, before the ides of February, in the senate-honse, when 
•Lumus ManGus, the son of Lucius, one of the Montine tribe, 
and Caius Sempronius, the son of Caius of the Falemian tribe, 
were present The occasion was, that the ambassadors sent 
by the people of the Jews "f, Simon the son of Dositheus, 
and Apollonias, the son of Alexander, and Diodoms, the 
son -of Jason, who were good and virtuous men, had some- 

* Tliis looaunt of the Idummn admhting cinmrndiion, t&d 'the entin 
Jewish law, from this time, or from the days of Hyrcanus, is oonfirmed hy 
their entire history afterward.— See Antiq. B. ziy. ch. ,Tiii. net. 1. B. xw, 
eh. TiiL sect. 9. vol. ii. Of the War, B. ii. ch. iii. sect. 1. B. iv. ch. ir. 
■ect. 6. ToL iii. This, in the opinion of Josephus, made them proselytes of 
justice, or entire Jews, as here and elsewhere, Antiq. B. ir. ch. yiii. sect. 
1. However, Antigonui, the enemy of Herod, though Heied wore derived 
fhnn such a proselyte of justice for several generationa, will allow him to be 
no more than a haif JifW, B. zv. ch. zv. sect. 2. But still take out of Dean 
Prideauz, at the year 1)9, the words of Ammonins, a grammarian, whidi 
fnlly confirms this account of the Idumeans in Josephus : *' The Jews, says 
he, are such by nature, and from the beginning, whilst the Idumeans were 
not Jews from the beginning, but Phenidans and Syrians ; but being afterward 
subdued by the Jews, and compelled to be droumcised, and to unite into 
one nation, and be subject to the same laws, were called Jew*** Dio also 
eays, as the Dean there quotes him from book zzxvi. p. 37* ^^ That coun- 
try is called Judea^ and the pemle Jiscpf, and this name is given also to as 
many otheos as embrace their rdigion, though of other nations." But then 
upon what foundation so good a governor as Hyrcanus took upon him to Mm- 
p§t these Idumeans either to become Jews, or to leave their country, de- 
■serves great consideration. I suppose it was )>ecause they had long ago been 
driven out of the land of Edom, and had seised on and possessed die tribe of 
Simeon, and all the southern parts of the tribe of Judah, which was the pe- 
culiar inheritance of the worshippers of the true Ood without idolatry, aa the 
reader may learn from Reland, Palestine, part i. p. 1S4, 306 ; and from 
Prideanx, at the years 140 and 166. 

f In this decree of the Roman Senate, it seena that thsae ambassadors 
were sent from the peopfe of the Jewty as well at from their fninoe er Mfihm 
jtriettJohn Hyrcanus. 
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what to ph>po8e about that league of friendship and mutual 
assistance woich subsisted between them and the Romans, 
and about other public affairs, who desired that Joppa and 
the haveils, and Gazara and the springs [of Jordan}, and the 
several other cities and countries of theirs, which Antiochus 
had taken from them in the war, contrary to the decree of the 
senate* might be restored to them : and that it might not be 
lawful for the king^s troops to pass through their country, and 
the countries of those that are subject to them : And that 
what attempts Antiochus had made during the war, without 
the decree of the senate, might be made void : and that they 
would send ambassadors, who should take care that restitution 
be made them of what Antiochus had taken from them, and 
that they should make an estimate of the country that had 
been laid waste in that war ; and that they would erant them 
letters of protection to the kings and free people, m order to 
their quiet return home. It was therefore decreed^ as to these 
points, to renew their league of friendship and mutual assist- 
ance with these good men, and who were sent by a good and 
a. friendly people.'^ But that^ as to the letters desired, their 
answer was, that the senate would consult about that matter, 
when their own affairs would ^ve them leave, and that they 
would endeavour for the time to come, that no like injury 
should be done them ; and that their praetor Fanius should 
give them money out of the public treasury to bear their ex- 
penses home. And thus did Fanius dismiss the Jewish 
ambassadors, and gave them money out of the public trea- 
sury : and gave the decree of the senate to those that were 
to conduct them, and to take care that they should return 
home in safety. 

8. And thus stood the affairs of Hyrcanus the high-priest. 
But as for king Demetrius, who had a mind to make war 
against Hyrcanus, there was no opportunity nor room for it, 
wnile both th^ Syrians and the soldiers bare ill-will to him^ 
because he was an ill man. But when they bad sent ambas- 
sadors to Ptolemy, who was called Physcon, that he would 
send them one of the family of Seleucus, in order to take the 
kingdom, and he had sent them Alexander, who was called 
Zebina, with an army, and there had been a battle between 
them, Demetrius was beaten in the fight, and fled to Cleopa- 
tra his wife, to Ptolemais; but his wife would not receive bim. 
He went thence to Tyre, and was there caught, and when he 
had suffered much from Jiis enemies before his death, he was 
slain by them. So Alexander took the kingdom, and made a 
league with Hyrcanus, who yet, when he afterward fought 
witn Antiochus the son of Demetrius, who was called Grypus, 
was also beaten in the fight, and slain. 
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^ CHAP. X. 

u . 

^ i/iw* t/pon tf^ Quarrel between Antiochus Grypua and Aa* 

iiochus CyzicenuSy about the Kingdom^ Hyrcaniu took 

^ Samaria, and utterly demolished it ; atid haw Hyrcanus 

^ joined himself to the Sect of the Sadducees^ and l^ thai 

2 ^ihe Pharisees. 

■ § 1. When Antiochus had taken the kin^om, he was afraid 
to make war against Judea, because he heard that hisbro- 
^ ther b^ the same mother, who was also called Antiochus, . 

* was raising an army against him out of Cyzicum, so he staid 

* in his own land, and resolved to prepare himself for the at- 
» tack he expected from his brother, who was called Cyzicenus, 

because he had been brought up in that city. He was the 
^ son of Antiochus that was called Soter, who died in Parthia. 
He was the brother of Demetrius, the father of Grypus, for 
it so happened, that one and the same Cleopatra was married 
f to two, who were brethren, as we have related elsewhere. 
But Antiochus Cyzicenus coming into Syria, continued many 
years at war with his brother. Now Hyrcanus lived all this 
while in peace; for, after the death of Antiochus, he revolted 
from the Macedonians *, nor did he any longer pay them the 
least regard, cither as their subject or their friend ; but his 
affairs were in a very improving and flourishing conditipn io 
the times of Alexander Zebina, and especially under these 
brethren ; for the war which they had with one another gave 
Hyrcanus the opportunity of enioying himself in Judca quiet- 
ly, insomuch that he got an immense quantity of money. 
However, when Antiochus Cyzicenus distressed his land, he 
tlien openly showed what he meant. And when he saw that 
Antiocnuswas destitute of Egyptian auxiliaries, and that both 
he and his brother were in an ill condition in the struggles 
they had one with another, he despised them both. 

% So he made an expedition against iJamaria, which was a 
very strong city : of whose present name Sebaste, and its re- 
building by Herod, wc shall speak at a proper time : but he 
made his attack against it, ana besieged it with a great deal 
of pains ; for lie was greatly displeased with the Samaritans 
for the injuries they had done to the people of Merissa, a 
colony of the Jews, (ind confederate with them, and tliis in 
compliance to the king of Syria. When he had therefore 
drawn a ditch, and built a double wall round the city, which 

* Dean Prideaiix takes notice at tKe year 130, that Juatin, in agreement 
with Josephus, says, '^ Tho i>ower of the Jews was now grown so groat, that 
after this Antiochus they would not hear any I^Iao.^doninn king over them, 
and that they not up a f]f<M-ornmrnt of tht'ir oAvn, aTid infwted Syria with 
creat wars. 
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Epicnce^ &« waft ^uiio a !oT«sr ji mamefg, that be openlj be- 
uajed ScTt&u(Niib»> sod jciier piacsoear ic» oa diK Jevs^ bat 
j&je ^ ladse diem raise die 91^ of SflmKB. Aad 
H^i itaniia had :ateii "ML ^ity^ wrodi was aoc dona till 
;i ^liar's sw^ ae «a» -mc cjooaitied wic& daiag dial 
«iiUT^ bite be JeBhiiisfaeii it c*iinreiv« joii bmiigbc TTwrnaxs xo h 
to jtowQ it: aav^ aeaoM jvav uie visnr m^^ ibaK dbaia bad 
ever been such a cicir diere. Xiiw ^ Terr «r 

reiatad of die bigo-^phesc H^ircuxuSk haw Gu^ canw xm 
cuune widi btffi ; &r diev 597% 'Jiat vm die venr sasia daj oo 
wbich bb aiBs finite widi JLidoc&as CyzKenus^ be 
aioDe in die oeeipie^ js bigb-priesu odiaruac ioceoR^ 

beard a Toioe* ^ dbac bift soos bad just dan /^ 

cbns.'* And cb» he openiT declai»l befiire sil d^ oittltitade 
upon bis aamngoucoc cbe aempie; and ic acc o w fingi y pioiad 
rme. And in diis poetute were die afiirs of HTrcanti& 

4 ?iaar zt bappeaed ac diis dme» dioL hoc cai j dioR Jcwa 
^bo vera at Jenaaiem jod in Jiuiea were in prosparkr^ baft 
Ma dkna of diem diac were ac Alesandrisu .ud in Herrpcand 
Cvyrsiy fiarCkupacza die aiieen w»i sc w jr i jBc e wkb her son 
FMaaijy a^uj ww called LacbTms^ and appoinced fiir ber 
I^NMraM Oi^iruM, and Afmn;-— ^ ^ jqq^ ^ r^^ Omuu wbi> 
taUc fba '^napiit in die prefecnPE rf Htfii«?pci:5. ;:&- u? 
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at Jermalem, m we have elsewheve rdated. Cleopatra tn- 
tnieted these men with her army ; and did nothing withotit 
thdr adfice, as Strabo of Cappadocia attests, when he bbMx 
thus, ^< N<iw the greater part, both those that came to Cypras 
with us, and those that were sent afterward thither, revolted 
to Ptolemj imniediately ; only those that were eatled Onia^s 
party, he^a^ Jews, continued iiEuthful, because their eonsMF- 
niea CheloiaB and Ananias were in chief favour with tne 
queen.** These are She words of Stnd>o. 

& However, this prosperous state of affairs moved tlie 
Jews tO'etity Hyrcanns ; but they that were the worst disjfiosed 
to him wiere the Pharisees *, wno are one of Ae sects cyf die 
Jews, as we have informed you already. These have 'SO frait 
a power over the multitude, that when they say any 3iing 
agmnst'the king, or against the hi^-priest, they are presendy 
believed. Now Hyrcanus was a disciple of their«, and greatly 
beloved 1^ them. And when he once invited them to a 
feast, and entertained them very kindly, when he saw them 
in a good humour, he began to say to them, that ** they knew 
he was desirons to be a righteous man, and to do all things 
whereby he might please Grod, which was the profesflion ef 
the Pharisees also. However, he desired, that if they ol>> 
served him otfendine in any point, and goine out of the ri^t 
way, they would cful him back and correct nim.^ On winch 
occasion they attested to his being entirely virtuous ; mch 
which commendation he was well pleased. But still there 
was one of the guests there, whose name was Eleazar "f, a 
man of an ill temper, and delighting in seditious practices. 
This man said, <* Since thou desirest to know the truth, if 
thou wilt be righteous in earnest, lay down the high-priest* 
hood, and content thyself with the civil government of the 
people.** And when he desired to know for what cause he 
ougnt to lay down the high-priesthood ? the other replied, 

* The original of the Sadduoeei , m a ooniiderable party amonp the Jewi, 
being contained In this and the two following leetiom, take I>em^Pridemx*a 
note upon this their fint puUio appearance, which I mppoee to be troe^ 
'^ Hyrcanuk,** laya he, '* went over to the party of the Sadduceei, that ii, hf 
embracing their doctrine against the traditions f^ the elders, added to the writ- 
ten law, and made of equal anthority with It, but not Aeir doctrine against 
the resunrection and a future state, for this cannot be suppu e ed of so good and 
righteous a man as John Hvrcaaus is said to ba. It ismest probable, that at 
this time the Sadducees had gone no farther in their doctrines of that sect 
than to deny all their unwritten traditions, whieh the Pharisees were so fond 
of; for Josephna mentions no other difference at that time between them t 
neither does he say that Hyrcanus went over to the Sadducees in any other 
particular than in the abohshing of all the traditionary constitutions of fSbe 
Pharisees, which our Saviour condemned as well as they.** [At the year 108]. 

t This slander, that arose fymi a Pharisee, has been preserved by their 
successors the Rabbins to these latter ages ^or Dr. Hudson assures us, that 
David Ganta, in his chronology, S. Pr, p. 77, in Voratius* version, relates that 
H)Tcanus*8 mother was taken captive in Mount Blodinth. Sec di. xiii. sect. S. 
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*' We have beard it from old men, that thy mother had been 
a captiye under the reign of Antiochus Efnphaneii:^ This 
story was false, and Hy rcanus was prpvoked against him ; and 
all the Pharisees had a very great indignation against him. 

6. Now there was one Jonathan, a very great friend of 
Hyrcanus's, but of the sect of the Sadducees, whose notions 
are quite contrary to those of the Pharisees. He toid Hjr- 
canus, that *^ Eleasar had cast such a reproach upon him, 
according to the common sentiments of all the Pharisees ; 
and that this would be made manifest if he would but ask 
them the question, what punishment they thought this man 
deserved ? for that he might depend upon it, that the reproach 
was not laid on him with their approbation, if they were for 
punishing him as his crime de8en>'ed." So the Pharisees 
made answer, that *^ he deserved stripes and bonds, but that 
it did not seem right to punish reproaches with death.** And 
indeed th^ Pharisees, even upon other occasions, are not apt 
to be severe in punbhments. At this gentle sentence Hyr* 
canus was very angry, and Uiought that this man reproached 
him by their approbation. It was this Jonathan who chiefly 
irritated him, and influenced him so far that be made him 
leave the party of the Pharisees, and abolish the decrees they 
had imposed on the people, and to punish those that ob- 
served them. Fcom this source arose that hatred which he 
and his 30ns met with from the multitude; but of these 
matters we shall speak hereafter. What I would now explain 
is this, that the Pharisees have delivered to the people a great 
many observances by succession from their fathers, which are 
not written in the law of Moses ; and for that reason it is that 
die Sadducees reject them, and say, that we are to esteem 
those observances to be obligatory which are in the written 
word, but are not to observe what are derived from the tradi- 
tion of our forefathers. And concerning these things it is 
that great disputes and diflerences have arisen amone them, 
while the Sadducees are able to persuade none but the rich, 
and have not the populace obsequious to them, but the Pha- 
risees have the multitude of their side. Bu( about these two 
sects, and that of the Essens, I have treated accurately in the 
second book of Jewish affairs. 

7. But when Hyrcanus had put an end to this sedition, he 
after that lived happily, and administered the government in 
the best manner for thirty-one years, and then died * ; leaving 

* Here ends the higli-priestliood, and the life of this exceUeut person John 
Hyrcanus ; and together with him the holy theocracy, or divine gwemment 
of the Jewish nation, and its concomitant oracle hy Urim. Now follows the 
profane and tyrannical Jewish menarchff, first of Asamoneans or Maccabees, 
fmd then of Herod the Gk-eat, the Idnmean, till the coming of the Messial^. 
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behind him five sons. He was esteemed by God worthy of 
the three greatest privileges, the government of hi^ naUon, 
the di^tv of the high^priesthood, and ptophecy ; for God 
was with him, and epaUed him to know futurities ; and to 
foretell this in particulart that as to his two eldest sons, he 
foretold that they would not long continue in the eovemment 
of public affairs ; whose unhappy catastrophe wUl be worth 
our description, that we may thence learn how very much 
they were inferior to their fioher^s hapjnness. 
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CHAP. XI. 



How JrUtobuluSi when lie had taken Hie Gotuemmenty first of 
all pui a Diadem on his Head^ and was most barbarously 
cruel to his Mother ^ and his brethren ; and how^ (ifier he 
had slain AntigonuSj he himself died, 

§ 1. Now when their father Hyrcanus was dead, the eldest 
son, Aristobulus, intending to change the government into a 
kingdom, for so he resolved to do, first of all put a diadem 
on his head, four hundred eighty and one years and three 
months after the people had been delivered irom the Baby- 
lonbh slavery, and were returned to their own country again. 
This Aristobulus loved his next brother Antigonus, and 
treated him as an equal, but the others he held in bonds. 
He also cast his mother into prison, because she disputed the 
government with him, for Hyrcanus had left her to be mis- 
tress of all. He also proceeded to that degree of barbarity, 
as to kill her in prison with hunger ; nay, he was alienated 
from his brother Antigonus by c^umnies, and added him to 
the rest whom he slew, yet he seemed to have an aflection 

See the note on Antiq. B. iii- chap. viii. § 9. Hear 8trabo*B testimony mi 
this occasion, B. xri. page 761, 7S2. ^' Those,*' says he, ** that succeeded 
Motes, oontinued for some time in earnest, both in righteous actions, and in 
piety ; but after a while, there were others that toolc upon them the hij^. 
priesthood ; at first superstitious, and> afterwards tyrannical persons. Sudk ^ 
prophet was Moses, and those that succeeded him, beginning in a way not 
to be blamed, but changing for the werse. And when it openXj appeared 
that the goyernment was become tyrannical, Alexander was the first that set 
up himself for a king instead of a priest ; and his sons were Hyrcanus and 
Aristobulus.'* All in agreement with Josephus excepting this, that Strab* 
omits the first king Aristobulus., who reigned but a single year, seems hardly 
to have come to his knowledge. Nor indeed does Aristobulns, the son of 
Alexander, pretend that the name of kiuff was taken before his father Alex^ 
ander took it himself. Antiq. B. xiv. chap. iii. § 2. See also chap. )di. g 
1, which favour 8trabo also. And indeed, if we may judge from the very 
different characters of the Egyptian Jews under high priests, and of the Pa* 
lestine Jews under kings, in the two next centuries, we may well suppose, 
that the divine Shechina was removed into Egypt, and that the worshippers 
at the temple of Onias were better men thnn those at the temple of Jenisa. 
I'^m- 
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did not deceive Hyrcanus, for after the death of Aristpbulus, 
he certainly tdok the kingdom } and one of his brethren, who 
affected the kingdom, he slew, and the other, who chose to 
live a private and quiet life, he had in esteem. 

8. When Alexander Janneus had settled the government 
in the manner that he judged best, he made an expedition 
against Ptolemais ; and having overcome the men in battle, 
he shut them up in the citV) and sat round about, and be- 
sieged it ; for of the maritime cities there remained only 
Ptolemais and Gaza to be conquered, besides Strato^s Tower, 
and Dora, which were held by the tyrant Zoilus. Now while 
Antiochus Philometor, and Antiochus, who was called Cyzi- 
cenus, were making war against one another, and destrojring 
one another^s armies, the people of Ptolemais could have no 
assistance from them ; but when they were distressed with 
this sieffe, Zoilus, who possessed Strato^s Tower and Dora, 
and maintained a lesion of soldiers, and on occasion of the 
contest between the kings affected tyranny himself, came and 
brought some small assistance to the people of Ptolemais ; 
nor indeed had the kings such a friendship for them, as that 
they should hope for any advantage from them. Both those 
kings were in the case of wrestlers, who finding them^lves 
deficient in strengdi.'and yet being ashamed to yield, put off 
the fight by lazinei^ and by lying still as long as they can. 
The only hope they had remaining was from the kings of 
Egypt, and from Ptolemy Lathyrus, who now held Cyprus, 
and who came to Cyprus when he was driven from the go- 
vernment of Egypt by Cleopatra his mother : so the people 
of Ptolemais sent to this Ptolemy Lathyrus, and desired him 
to come as a confederate, to deliver them, now they were 
in such danger, out of the hands of Alexander. And as the 
ambassadors gave him hopes, that if he would pass over into 
Syria, he would have the people of Gaza on the side of those 
of Ptolemais ; as also they said, that Zoilus, and besides 
these the Sidonians, and many others, would assist them ; so 
he was elevated at this, and got his fleet ready as soon as 
possible. 

S. But in this interval Demenctus, one that was of abilities 
to persuade men to do as he would have them, and a leader 
of the populace, made those of Ptolemais change their 
opinions ; and said to them, That ^' it was better to run the 
hazard of bcinff subject to the Jews, than to admit of evident 
slavery by delivering themselves up to a master ; and besides 
that, to have not only a war at present, but to expect a much 
greater war from Egypt, for that Cleopatra would not over- 
look an army raised by Ptolemy for himself out of the neigh- 
bourhood, but would come against them with a great army 
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mine, how long wilt thou rctiuti a soul that ought to die, in 
order to appease the ^bosti of my brother and mr mother ? 
Why dost ttioti not give it all up at once ? And vhy do I 
deliver up my blood drop by drop to those whom I have so 
wickedly murdered ?" In saying which last words, he died, 
having reigned a year. He was called a lover of the Gre- 
tnaoB ; and had conferred many benefits on his own country, 
and made war against Iturea, and added a great part of it to 
Judea, and compelled the inhabitants, if they would continue 
in that country, to be circumcised, and to live according to 
f!he Jewish laws. He was naturally a man of candour, and 
of great modesty, as Strabo bears witness, in the name of 
Timagenes ; who says thus : " This man tras a person of 
candour, and very serviceable to the Jewn, for he added a 
country to them, and obtained a part of the nation of the 
Itureans for them, and bound them to them by the bond of 
the circumcision of their genitals." 



CHAP. XII. 
JLno Alexatukr, nJien /te Jiad taken t/te Government, made 
an Expedition against PtdUmaia, and then raised the Siege 
out of Fear of Ptolemif Lathjfnu j OM^ htm Ptolemy made 
War agtanal him, because lie had tent to Cleopa tra fe j 
aiiade Iter to make IVar against Ptolemy, and jf~ 
to be in Friendship with him, when he beat the j 
Battle. 

§ 1. WiiKN Aristobulus was dead. Ills wifu Salome, who by 
the Greeks was called Alexandra, let his brelbien out of 
prison (for Aristobulus had kepi them in buadj, as nc have 
hBid ali-eady), and made Alexandpr JoniicUs khiffi* vbo won 
thesuperiorinage, and in moderaiioo. ThWcbyil bappcDed 
(o be bated by his father as soon n* it naa bonif uid could 
never lie permitted to conn ■■ ' '^nstit* till be died. 

The occasion of which li.< Wfcuti " ■ 

canus chiefly loved ihe i 
Aristobulus, G,»l .,; |.. 
inquired, which ■ ■ 
God's represeniiii 
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did not dweive Hyrcanus, for after the death of Aristubulus, 
he certainly took the kingdom ; and one of his brethren, who 
a^ted the kingdom, he slew, and the other, who chose to 
live a private and quiet life, he had in esteem. 

2. When Alexander Janneua had settled the government 
in the manner that he judged best, he made an expedition 
against Ptolemais ; and having overcome the men in battle, 
he shut ihem up iu the citv, and sat round about, and bc- 
si^^] it; for of the maritime cities there remained only 
Ptolemais and Oaza to be conquered, besides Strato''s Tower, 
and Dora, which were held by the tyrant Zoilus. Now while 
Antiochus Philometor, and Antiochus, who was called Cyzi- 
cenus, were making war against one another, and destroying 
one another's armies, the people of Ptolemais could have no 
assistance from them ; but when they were distressed with 
this siege, Zoilus, who possessed Strato's Tower and Dora, 
and maintained a legion of soldiers, and on occasion of the 
contest between the kings affected tyranny himself, came and 
brought some small assistance to the people of Ptolemais ; 
nor indeed had the kings such a friendship fur them, as that 
they should hope for any advantage from them. Both those 
kings were in the esse of wrestlers, who finding themselves 
deficient in strengih^ and yet being ashamed to yield, put off 
the fight by laEinen, and by lying still as long a.s they can. 
The only hope they had remainmg was from the kings of 
Egypt, and from Ptolemy Lathyrus, who now held Cyprus, 
and who came to Cyprus when he was driven from the go- 
1 vemment of £gypt by Cleopatra his mother: so the people 
kp( Ptolemais sent to this t*tolemy Lathyrus, and desired him 
D onnc as a confederate, to deliver them, now they were 
> such danger, out of the hands of Alexander. And as the 
Bibaaudors gave him hopes, that if he would pass over into 
hrU, he would have the people of Gasa on the side of those 
'Ptolcuiuts ; as also they said, that Zoilus, and besides 
e the Sidonians, and many others, would assist them ; so 
i ^V4ted at this, and got hb fleet ready as soon an 

Iptervid DemenctuB, one that was of abilities 
U he would have them, and a leader 
ide those of Ptolemais change their 
them, That " it was better to run the 
i to the Jews, than to admit of evident 
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I for that Cleopatra would not ovcr- 
rtolemy for himself out of the iieigh- 
Sme against them with a great army 
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mine, how long wilt thou retain a soul that ought to die, in 
order to appease the ^osts of my brother and ray mother ? 
Why dost thou not give it all up at once ? And why do I 
deliver up my blood drop by drop to those whom I have so 
wickedly murdered ?" In saying which last words, he died, 
having reimed a year. He was called a lover of the Gre- 
cians ; and had conferred many benefits on his own cx>untiy, 
and made war against Iturea, and added a great part of it to 
Judea, and compelled the inhabitants, if they would continue 
in that country, to be circumcised, aiid to live according to 
the Jewish laws. He was naturally a man of candour, and 
of great modesty, as Strabo bears witness, in the name of 
Timagenes ; who says thus : ** This man was a person of 
candour, and very serviceable to the Jews, for he added a 
country to them, and obtained a part of the nation of the 
Itureans for them, and bound them to them by the bond of 
the circumcision of their genitals.^' 



CHAP. XII. 

Uoio Alexander, when he had taken ttie Governmeni, made 
an Expedition against Ptdemais, and tf^en raised the Siege 
out of Fear of Ptolemy Lathyrus ; and how Ptolemy made 
War against him^ because lie had sent to Cleopatra toper^ 
suade her to make War against Ptolemy^ and yetjpretended 
to be in Friendship with him, when he beat the Jews in the 
Battle. 

§ 1. When Aristobulus was dead, his wife Salome, who by 
the Greeks was called Alexandra, let his brethren out of 
prison (for Aristobulus had kept them in bonds, as we have 
smd already), and made Alexander Janneus king, who was 
the superior in age, and in moderation. This child happened 
to be hated by his father as soon as it was bom, and could 
never be permitted to come into his father'^s sight, till he died. 
The occasion of which hatred is thus reported : When Hyr- 
canus chiefly loved the two eldest of his sons, Antigonus and 
Aristobulus, God appeared to him in his sleep, of whom he 
inquired, which of his sons should be his successors ? Upon 
God's representing to him the countenance of Alexander, he 
was grieved that he was to be the heir of all his goods, and 
suffered him to be brought up in Galilee *. However, God 

* The reason why Hyrcaniis suffered not this son of his whom he did not 
love to come into Judea, but ordered him to be brought up in Galilee, is sng- 
getted by Dr. Hudson, that Galilee waH not esteemed so happy and wtil culti- 
vated a country as Judea, Matth. zxvi. 73. John vii. 52. Acts li. 7. ; although 
another obvious reation occurs also, that he was farther out of his sight in Ga« 
lilcc thnn he M'ould have hern in Judea. 
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did not deceive Hyrcanus, for after the death of Aristpbulus, 
he certainly took the kingdom ; and one of his brethren, who 
affected the kingdom, he slew, and the other, who chose to 
live a private and quiet life, he had in esteem. 

2. When Alexander Janneus had settled the government 
in the manner that he judged best, he made an expedition 
against Ptolemais ; and having overcome the men in battle, 
he shut them up in the citv, and sat round about, and be- 
sieged it ; for of the maritime cities there remained only 
Ptolemais and Gaza to be conquered, besides Strato^s Tower, 
and Dora, which were held by the tvrant Zoilus. Now while 
Antiochus Philometor, and Antiochus, who was called Cyzi- 
cenus, were making war against one another, and destrojring 
one another^s armies, the people of Ptolemais could have no 
assistance from them ; but when they were distressed with 
this sieffe, Zoilus, who possessed Strato^s Tower and Dora, 
and maintained a lesion of soldiers, and on occasion of the 
contest between the kings affected tyranny himself, came and 
brought some small assistance to the people of Ptolemais ; 
nor indeed had the kings such a friendship for them, as that 
they should hope for any advantage from them. Both those 
kings were in the case of wrestlers, who finding them^lves 
deficient in strengdi|,*and yet being ashamed to yield, puto£P 
the fight by lazineil% and by lying still as long as they can. 
The only hope they had remaining was from the kings of 
Egypt, and from Ptolemy Lathyrus, who now held Cvprus, 
and who came to Cyprus when he was driven from the go- 
vernment of Egypt by Cleopatra his mother : so the people 
of Ptolemais sent to this Ptolemy Lathyrus, and desired him 
to come as a confederate, to deliver them, now they were 
in such danger, out of the hands of Alexander. And as the 
ambassadors gave him hopes, that if he would pass over into 
Syria, he would have the people of Gaza on the side of those 
of Ptolemais ; as also they said, that Zoilus, and besides 
these the Sidonians, and many others, would assist them ; so 
he was elevated at this, and got his fleet ready as soon as 
possible. 

S. But in this interval Demenctus, one that was of abilities 
to persuade men to do as he would have them, and a leader 
of the populace, made those of Ptolemais change their 
opinions ; and said to them, That ^' it was better to run the 
hazard of bcinff subject to the Jews, than to admit of evident 
slavery by delivering themselves up to a master ; and besides 
that, to have not only a war at present, but to expect a much 
greater war from Egypt, for that Cleopatra would not over- 
look an army raised by Ptolemy for himself out of the neigh- 
bourhood, but would come against them with a great army 
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mine, how long wilt thou retain a soul that ought to die, in 
order to appease the ^osts of my brother and ray mother ? 
Why dost thou not give it all up at once ? And why do I 
deliver up my blood drop by drop to those whom I have so 
wickedly murdered ?" In saying which last words, he died, 
having reimed a year. He was called a lover of the Gre- 
cians ; and had conferred many benefits on his own cxiuntiy, 
and made war against Iturea, and added a great part of it to 
Judea, and compelled the inhabitants, if they woiud continue 
in that country, to be circumcised, and to live according to 
the Jewish laws. He was naturally a man of candour, and 
of great modesty, as Strabo bears witness, in the name of 
Timagenes ; who says thus : << This man was a person of 
candour, and very serviceable to the Jews, for be added a 
country to them, and obtained a part of the nation of the 
Itureans for them, and bound them to them by the bond of 
the circumcision of their genitals.^' 



CHAP. XII. 

How Alexander, when he had taken the Government, made 
an Expedition against Ptotemais, and then raised the Siege 
out of Fear of Ptolemy Lathyrus ; and how Ptolemy made 
War against him, because fie hpd sent to Cleopatra toper^ 
suade her to make War against Ptolemy, and yet pretended 
to be in Friendship with him, when he beat the Jews in the 
Battle. 

§ 1. When Aristobulus was dead, his wife Salome, who by 
the Greeks was called Alexandra, let his brethren out of 
prison (for Aristobulus had kept them in bonds, as we have 
said already), and made Alexander Janneus king, who was 
the superior in age, and in moderation. This child happened 
to be hated by his father as soon as it was bom, and could 
never be permitted to come into his father'^s sisht, till he died. 
The occasion of which hatred is thus reported : When Hyr- 
canus chiefly loved the two eldest of his sons, Antigonus and 
Aristobulus, God appeared to him in his sleep, of whom he 
inquired, which of his sons should be his successors ? Upon 
God's representing to him the countenance of Alexander, he 
was grieved that he was to be the heir of all his goods, and 
suffered him to be brought up in Galilee *. However, God 

* The reason why Hyicanus suffered not this son of his whom he did not 
love to como into Judea', but ordered him to be brought up in Galilee, is sag- 
getted by Dr. Hudson, diat Galilee waH not esteemed so happy and wdl culti- 
vated a country as Judea, Matth. zxvi. 73. John vii. 52. Acts li* 7* ; although 
another obvious reattOn occurs also, that ho wai! farther out of his sight in Ga^ 
iilcc thiin he M-ould have hern in Judea. 
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did not deceive Hy rcanus, for after the death of Aristpbulus, 
he certainly tdok the kingdom ; and one of his brethren, who 
affected the kingdom, he slew, and the other, who chose to 
live a private and quiet life, he had in esteem. 

8. When Alexander Janneus had settled the government 
in the manner that he judged best, he made an expedition 
against Ptolemais ; and having overcome the men in battle, 
he shut them up in the cit^, and sat round about, and be- 
sieged it ; for of the mantime cities there remained only 
Ptolemais and Gaza to be conquered, besides Strato^s Tower, 
and Dora, which were held by the tvrant Zoilus. Now while 
Antiochus Philometor, and Antiochus, who was called Cyzi- 
cenus, were making war against one another, and destroying 
one another^s armies, the people of Ptolemais could have no 
assistance from them ; but when they were distressed with 
this sieffe, Zoilus, who possessed Strato^s Tower and Dora, 
and maintained a lesion of soldiers, and on occasion of the 
contest between the kings affected tyranny himself, came and 
brought some small assistance to the people of Ptolemais ; 
nor indeed had the kings such a friendship for them, as that 
they should hope for any advantage from them. Both those 
kings were in the case of wrestlers, who finding them^lves 
deficient in strength. « and yet being ashamed to yield, put o£P 
the fight by lazinei^ and by lying still as long as they can. 
The only hope they had remaining was from the kings of 
Egypt, and from Ptolemy Lathyrus, who now held Cvprus, 
and who came to Cyprus when he was driven from the go- 
vernment of Egypt by Cleopatra his mother : so the people 
of Ptolemus sent to this t^tolemy Lathyrus, and desired him 
to come as a confederate, to deliver them, now they were 
in such danger, out of the hands of Alexander. And as the 
ambassadors gave him hopes, that if he would pass over into 
Syria, he would have the people of Gaza on the side of those 
of Ptolemais ; as also they said, that Zoilus, and besides 
these the Sidonians, and many others, would assist them ; so 
he was elevated at this, and got his fleet ready as soon as 
possible. 

S. But in this interval Demenctus, one that was of abilities 
to persuade men to do as he would have them, and a leader 
of the populace, made those of Ptolemais change their 
opinions ; and said to them, That ^' it was better to run the 
hazard of being subject to the Jews, than to admit of evident 
slavery by delivering themselves up to a master ; and besides 
that, to have not only a war at present, but to expect a much 
greater war from Egypt, for that Cleopatra would not over- 
look an army raised by Ptolemy for himself out of the neigh- 
bourhood, but would come against them with a great army 
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mine, how long wilt thou retain a soul that ought to die, in 
order to appease the ghosts of my brother and ray mother ? 
Why dost Uiou not give it all up at once? And why do I 
deliver up my blood drop by drop to those whom I have so 
wickedly murdered ?" In saying which last words, he died, 
having reimed a year. He was called a lover of the Gre- 
cians ; and had conferred many benefits on his own cx>untiy, 
and made war against Iturea, and added a great part of it to 
Judea, and compelled the inhabitants, if they would continue 
in that country, to be circumcised, and to live according to 
the Jewish laws. He was naturally a man of candour, and 
of great modesty, as Strabo bears witness, in the name of 
Timagenes ; who says thus : << This man was a person of 
candour, and very serviceable to the Jews, for he added a 
country to them, and obtained a part of the nation of the 
Itureans for them, and bound them to them by the bond of 
the circumcision of their genitals.^' 



CHAP. XII. 

How Alexander J when he had taken the Government^ made 
an Expeditian against PtdUmais^ and then raised the Siege 
out of Fear of Ptolemy Lathyrus ; and how Ptolemy made 
War against himj because lie hod sent to Cleopatra toper^ 
suade her to make War against Ptolemy ^ andyetjpretended 
to he in Friendship with him^ when lie beat the Jews in the 
Battle. 

§ 1. When Aristobulus was dead, his wife Salome, who by 
the Greeks was called Alexandra, let his brethren out of 
prison (for Aristobulus had kept them in bonds, as we have 
smd already), and made Alexander Janneus king, who was 
the superior in age, and in moderation. This child happened 
to be hated by his father as soon as it was bom, and could 
never be permitted to come into his father^s sisht, till he died. 
The occasion of which hatred is thus reported : When Hyr- 
canus chiefly loved the two eldest of his sons, Antigonus and 
Aristobulus, God appeared to him in his sleep, of whom he 
inquired, which of bis sons should be his successors ? Upon 
God*8 representing to him the countenance of Alexander, he 
was grieved that he was to be the heir of all his goods, and 
suffered him to be brought up in Galilee *. However, God 

* The reason why Hyrcanus suffered not this son of hia whom he did not 
love to como into Judea, but ordered him to be brought up in Galilee, is sug- 
gested by Dr. Hudson, that Galilee waH not esteemed so happy and wdl culti- 
vated a country as Judea, Matth. xxvi. 73. John vii. 52. Acts li. 7* ; although 
another obvious rei»on occurs also, that he was farther out of his sight in Oa^ 
lilcc than he Mould hare hern in Judea. 
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did not deceive Hyrcanus, for after the death of Aristpbulus, 
he certainly tdok the kingdom ; and one of his brethren, who 
affected the kingdom, he dew, and the other, who chose to 
live a private and quiet life, he had in esteem. 

8. When Alexander Janneus had settled the government 
in the manner that he judged best, he made an expedition 
against Ptolemais ; and having overcome the men in battle, 
he shut them up in the citv, and sat round about, and be- 
sieged it ; for of the maritime cities there remained only 
Ptolemais and Gaza to be conquered, besides Strato^s Tower, 
and Dora, which were held by the tyrant Zcnlus. Now while 
Antiochus Philometor, and Antiochus, who was called Cyzi- 
cenus, were making war against one another, and destroying 
one another^s armies, the people of Ptolemais could have no 
assistance from them ; but when they were distressed with 
this sieffe, Zoilus, who possessed Strato^s Tower and Dora, 
and maintained a lesion of soldiers, and on occasion of the 
contest between the kings affected tyranny himself, came and 
brought some small assistance to the people of Ptolemais ; 
nor indeed had the kings such a friendship for them, as that 
they should hope for any advantage from them. Both those 
kings were in the case of wrestlers, who finding them^lves 
deficient in strengtbi^and yet being ashamed to yield, put o£P 
the fight by lazined^' and by lying still as long as they can. 
The only hope they had remaining was from the kings of 
Egypt, and from Ptolemy Lathyrus, who now held Cvprus, 
and who came to Cyprus when he was driven from the go- 
vernment of Egypt by Cleopatra his mother : so the people 
of Ptolemais sent to this Ptolemy Lathyrusi and desired him 
to come as a confederate, to deliver them, now they were 
in such danger, out of the hands of Alexander. And as the 
ambassadors gave him hopes, that if he would pass over into 
Syria, he would have the people of Gaza on the side of those 
of Ptolemais ; as also they said, that Zoilus, and besides 
these the Sidonians, and many others, would assist them ; so 
he was elevated at this, and got his fleet ready as soon as 
possible. 

S. But in this interval Demenctus, one that was of abilities 
to persuade men to do as he would have them, and a leader 
of the populace, made those of Ptolemais change their 
opinions ; and said to them, That ^' it was better to run the 
hazard of bcine subject to the Jews, than to admit of evident 
slavery by delivering themselves up to a master ; and besides 
that, to have not only a war at present, but to expect a much 

S eater war from Egypt, for that Cleopatra would not over- 
>k an army raised by Ptolemy for himself out of the neigh- 
bourhood, but would come against them with a great army 
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of ber own* and this bermwe she was hhoanng to eject her 
eon out <if Cypns abo ; that as fiv Ptolemy » it he fiul of hit 
hopes, be can still retire to Cypms, but that they wiU be kft 
in the greatest danger pwihie ^ Now IHolemy, although 
he had heard of the cho^ that was made in the pBOfJe of 
Plolemats, yet did he stilfgo oo with hb Tcjage^ ud came 
to the country called Sycamine, and there set his army on 
shore. This army of his in the whole, hcxae and foot toge- 
ther, were about thirty thousand, with whidi he marehed 
near to Ptoleasais, and there pitched his camp: but when 
the people of Ptotemais neither receiTedhis andiassadoff^ nor 
wmud hear a^t he had to say, he was under a Teiy great 



4. But when Zoilus and the pec^e of Graxa came to 
and desired his asnstanoe, bcoiuse their ooontry was laid 
waste by the Jews, and by Alexander, Alexander raised the 
si^e, for fear of Ptolemy : and when he had drawn off his 
army into his own country, he used a stratagem afterwards, 
by privately inviting Clec^tra to come against Ptolemy, but 
publicly pretending to dttire a league of firiendship and mu- 
tual assistance with him ; and promising to ffwt Um four 
hundred talents of silver, he denred that, by wajf of requital, 
he would take off Zoilus the tyrant, and give his country to 
the Jews. And then indeed Ptolemy widk pleasure made sudi 
a league of friendship with Alexander, and subdned Zoilus : 
but when he afterwards heard that he Imd privily sent to Cleo- 
patra his mother, he broke the league with him, which yet 
ne had confirmed with an oath, and fell upon him, and be- 
acged Ptolemais, because it would not lecdve him. How- 
ever, leaving his generals, with some part of his forces, to go 
on with the siege, he went himself immediately with the rest 
to lay Judea waste ; and when Alexander understood this to 
be Ptolemy's intention, he also got togedier about fifty thou- 
sand soldiers out of his own country ; nay, * as some writers 
have said, eighty thousand. He then took his army and went 
to meet Ptolemy ; but Ptolemy fell upon Asochis, a city of 
Galilee, and took it by force on the Sabbath-day, and there 
he took about ten thousand slaves, and a great deal of other 

5. He then tried to take Sepphoris, which was a city not 
far from that which was destroyed, but lost many of his men ; 

* Fram these, and other oceastonal ezprefsions dropped by Josephus, we 
wmf leva, that where the sacred books ot the Jewv were deficient, he had 
mwmaX other histories then extant, bat now most of them hist, which he £skfa- 
ioDj followed in his own history : nor indeed hare we any other recorda of 
'^ times, rriating to Judea, that can be compared to those aeommts of Jo- 

, thmgh, when we do meet with authentic fragments of snch original 

I, they almost always confirm his history. 
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yet did he then go to fight with Alexander, which Alexander 
met him at the river Jordan, near a certain place called 
Sofhoth [not far from the river Jordan], and pitched his 
camp near to the enemy. He had^ bowevert eight thousand 
in toe first rank, which he styled Heeaianiomachi^ havini^ 
shidds of brass. Those in the first rank of Ptolemy^s soE 
diers also had shields covered with brass: but Ptolemy's 
soldiers in other respects were inferior to those of Alexander, 
and therefore were more fearful of running hazards : but 
Pbilostephanus, the camp-roaster, .put great courage into 
them, and ordered them to pass the river, which was Mtween 
their camps ; nor did Alexander think it fit to hinder their 
passage over it, for he thought that if the enemy had once 
gotten the river on their back, that he should the easier take 
them prisoners, when they could not flee out of the battle : 
in the beginning of which, the acts on both sides with their 
hands, and with their alacrity, were alike, and a great slaugh- 
ter was made by both the armies, but Alexander was supe- 
rior, till miilostephanus opportunely brought up the auxili- 
' aries to help those that were given way; but as there 
were no auxiliaries to afford help to that part of the Jews 
that gave way, it fell out that they fled, and those near them 
did not assist them, but fled all along with them. However^ 
Ptolemy^s soldiers iMed quite otherwise ; for they followed 
the Jews, and killed them, till at length those that slew 
them pursued after them, when they had made them all run 
away, and slew them so long, that their weapons of iron 
were blunted, and their hands quite tired with tne slaughter ; 
for the report was, that thirty tnousand men were then slain. 
Timagenes says they were fifty thousand. As for the rest, 
they were part of tnem taken captives, and the other part 
ran away to their own country. 

6. After this victory, Ptolemv overran all the country ; 
and when nisht came on, he abode in certain villages of 
Judea, which when he found full of women and children, he 
commanded his soldiers to strangle them, and cut them in 
pieces, and then to cast them into boiling caldrons^ and then 
to devour their limbs as sacrifices. This commandment was 
given, that such as fled from the battle, and came to them, 
might suppose their enemies were cannibals, and eat men's 
flesh, ana might on that account be still more terrified at them 
upon such a sight. And both Strabo and Nicolaus [of 
Damascus] affirm that they used these people after this 
manner, as I have already related. Ptolemy also took 
Ptolemais by force, as we have declared elsewhere. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

Haw Alexander^ upon the League of mutual Defence vohich 
Cleopatra had agreed with hiniy made an Expedition against 
Celesvriaf and utterly overthrew the City of Gaza : and 
ham ne slew many Ten Thousands ^ Jews tluit rebelled 
against him : also concerning Antiocfms Grypus^ SdeucuSy 
Antiochus Cyzicenus, and Antiochta Pius^ and others. 

§ 1 . When Cleopatra saw that her son was grown great, 
and laid Judea waste, without disturbance, and had gotten 
the city of Gaza under his power, she resolved no longer to 
overlook what he did, when he was almost at her gates ; and 
she concluded that now he was so much stronger than be- 
fore, he would be very dearous of the dominion over the 
Egyptians, but she immediately marched against him with a 
fleet at sea, and an army of foot on land, and made Chelcias 
and Ananias the Jews, generals of her whole army, while 
she sent the greatest part of her riches, her grandchildren, 
and her testament, to the people of Cos *. Cleopatra also 
ordered her son Alexander to sail with a great fleet to Phe- 
nicia ; and when that country revolted, she came to Ptole- 
mais, and because the people of Ptolemais did not receive her, 
ehe besieged the city ; but Ptolemy went out of Syria, and 
made haste into Egypt, supposing tiiat he should find it desti- 
tute of an army, and soon take it, though he failed in his hopes. 
At this time Chelcias, one of Cleopatra's generals, happened 
to die in Celesyria, as he was in pursuit of Ptolemy. 

S. When Cleopatra heard of her son's attempt, and that 
bis Egyptian expedition did not succeed according to his 
expectations, she sent thither part of her army, and drove 
him out of that country ; so wnen he returned out of Egypt 
again, he abode during the winter at Gaza, in which time 
Cleopatra took the garrison that was in Ptolemais by siece, 
as well as the city : and when Alexander came to her, ne 
gave her presents, and such marks of respect as were but 
proper, since, under the miseries he endured by Ptolemy, 
ne had no other refuge but her. Now there were some of 
her friends who persuaded her to seize Alexander, and to 
overrun and take possession of the country, and not sit 
sdll and see such a multitude of brave Jews subject to one 
man. But Ananias^s counsel was contrary to theirs, who 
Mid, that << she would do an unjust action if she deprived a 

* This dty mnd island of Cm, h not that remote island in the Egean sea, 
famoiui for the birth of the great UipiKKrates, hut a city or island of the some 
name adjoining to Kgypt, mentioned l>oth hy Stephanus and Ptolemy, as Dr. 
Hudson informs us. C>f which Cr»8, and the trea8ure» tliere luid u]) by ri<*o- 
pAtra and the Jews, see Anti^. B. xiv. rh. vii. sect. 2. 
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man that was her ally of that authority which belonged to 
him, and this a man who is related to us ; for,"' said he, 
*^ I vrould not have thee ignorant of this, that what injustice 
thou dost to him will make all us that are Jews to be thy 
enemies.^ This desire of Ananias Cleopatra complied with, 
and did no injury to Alexander, but made a league of mu- 
tual assistance with him, at Scythopolis, a city of Celesyria. 

8. So when Alexander was delivered from the fear the 
was in of Ptolemy, be presently made an expedition against 
Celesyria. He also took Gadra after a siege of ten months. 
He took also Amathus, a very strong fortress belonging to 
the inhabitants above Jordan, where Theodorus the sqp of 
Zeno had his chief treasure, and what he esteemed most 
precious. This Zeno fell unexpectedly upon the Jews, and 
slew ten thousand of them, and seized upon Alexander's 
baggaffe ; yet did not this misfortune terrify Alexander, but 
he made an expedition upon the maritime parts of the coun- 
try, Raphia and Anthedon (the name of which king Herod 
afterward changed to Agrippias), and took even that by 
force ; but when Alexander saw that Ptolemy was retired 
from Gaza to Cyprus, atid his mother Cleopatra was returned 
to Eeypt, he grew angry at the people of Gaza, because 
they nad invited Ptolemy to assist them, and besieged their 
city, and ravaged their country. But as Apollodotus, the 
general of the army of Gaza, fell upon the camp of the 
Jews by night> with two thousand foreign, and ten thousand 
of his own forces, while the night lasted, those of Gaza pre- 
vailed, l)ecausc the enemy was made to believe that it was 
Ptolemy who attacked them ; but when day was come on, 
and that mistake was corrected, and the Jews knew the truth 
of the matter, they came back again, and fell upon those of 
Gaza, and slew of them about a thousand ; but as those of 
Gaza stoutly resisted them, and would not yield for either 
their want of any thing, nor for the great multitude that were 
slain, for they would rather suffer any hardship whatever 
than come under the power of their enemies, Aretas, kinj^ 
of the Arabians, a person then very illustrious, encouraged 
them to go on with alacrity, and promised them that hm. 
would come to their assistance; but it happened that' 
before he came, Apollodotus was slain, for his brother 
LjTsimachus, envying him for the great reputation he h^ 
gained amone the citizens, slew him, and got the army toge- 
ther, and delivered up the city to Alexanoer, who, when ne 
came in at first, lay quiet, but afterward set his army upon 
the inhabitants of Gaza, and gave them leave to punish them ; 
so sotne w^nt one way, and some went another, and slew the 
inhabitants of Gaza ; yet were not they of cowardly hearts ; 

voL.ii. a 
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CHAP. XIV. 

How Demetrhui Eueerus overcame Jlejiander^ and yet in a 
UUle Time retired oui of the Country for Fear of ike Jewe : 
as al$o how Alexander dew many of tie JewSf and 
thereby got clear of his Troubles. Concerning the Death 



§ 1. So Demetrius came with an armj« and tcx>k those that 
invited him, and pitched his camp near the dty Shechem ; 
upon which Alexander, with his six thousand two hundred 
mercenaries, and about twenty thousand Jews, who were of 
his party, went against Demetrius, who had three thousand 
horsemen, and forty thousand footmen. Now there were 
great endeavours used on both sides, Demetrius trying to 
bring off the mercenaries that were with Alexander, because 
they were Greeks, and Alexander trying to bring off the Jews 
that wese with Demetrius. However, when neither of them 
could persuade them so to do, they came to a battle, and 
Demetrius was the conqueror, in which all Alexander's mer- 
cenaries were killed, when they had given demonstration of 
their fidelity and courage. A great number of Demetrius's 
soldiers were slain also. 

S. Now as Alexander fled to the mountuns, six thousand 
of the Jews hereupon came together [from Demetrius], to 
him, out of pity at the change of his fortune : upon whidi 
Demetrius was afraid, and retired out of the country ; afker 
which the Jews fought against Alexander, and being beaten, 
were slain in great numbers in the several battles which they 
had : and when he had shut up .the most powerful of them in 
the city Bethome, he besieged them therein ; and when he 
had taxen the city, and gotten the men into his power, he 
brought them to Jerusalem, and did one of the most barbar- 
ous actions in the world to them ; for as he was feasting with 
his concubines, in the sight of all the city, he ordered about 
eight hundred of them to be crucified, and while they were 
living, he ordered the throats of their children and wives to 
be cut before their eyes. This was indeed by way of revenge 
for the injuries they had done him ; which pumshment yet 
was of an inhuinan nature, though we suppose that he had 
been never so much distressed, as indeed lie had been, by 
his wars with them ; for he had by their means come to the 
last degree of hazard, both of his life and of his kingdom, 
while they were not satisfied by themselves only to fight 
against him, but introduced foreigners also for the same pur- 
pose ; nay, at length they reduced him to that degree of 
necessity, that he was forced to deliver back to the king of 
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Arabia the land of Moab and Gilead, which he had subdued, 
and the places that were in them, that they might not jdn 
with them in the war against them, as they had done ten thou- 
sand other things that tended to affront and reproach him. 
However, this barbarity seems to have been without any ne- 
cessity, on which account he bare the name of a Thracian * 
among the Jews: whereupon the soldiers that had fought 
against him, being about eight thousand in number, ran 
away by night, and continued fugitives all the time that 
Alexander lived : who being now freed from any farther dis- 
turbance from them, reigned the rest of his time in the ut- 
most tranquillity. 

S. But when Demetrius was departed out of Judea, he 
went to Berea, and bcncged his brother Philip, having with 
him ten thousand footmen, and a thousand horsemen. How« 
ever, Strato, the tyrant of Berea, the confederate of Philip, 
called in Zizon, the ruler of the Arabian tribes, and Mithri- 
dates Sinax, the ruler of the Parthians, who coming with a 
great number of foi-ces, and besieging Demetrius in his en- 
campment, into which they had driven him with their arrows, 
they compelled those that were with him by thirst to deliver 
up themselves. So they took a great many spoils out of the 
country, and Demetrius himself, whom they seiit to Mithri- 
dates, who was then king of Parthia, but as to those whom 
they took captives of the people of Antioch, they restored 
them to the Antiochians without any reward. Now M ithri- 
dates, the king of Parthia, had Demetrius in great honour, 
till Demetrius ended his life by sickness. So Philip, pre* 
sently after the fight was over, came to Antioch, and took it, 
and reigned over Syria. 



CHAP. XV. 

Haw Antiochus^ who was called Dionyaiui^ and after him 
Aretasy made Expeditions into Jvdea ; as aha Tiow Alex- 
ander took many Cities^ and then returned to Jerusalem^ 
and after a Sickness of Three Years died / and what 
Counsel he gave to Alexandra, 

§ 1. After this, Antiochus, who was called Dionysiusf, 
and was Philip^s brother, aspired to the dominion, and came 
to Damascus, and got the power into his hands, and there he 

* This name Tkroddaj which the Jews gare Alexander, must, by the cohe- 
rence, denote as barbarout at a Thraektn^ or somewhat like it ; but what it 
properly signifies is not known. 

"Y Spanheim takes notice, that this Antiochun Dionysiuii, [the brother of 
Philip, and of Demetrius Eucerus, and of two others], wax thi* fifth son of An- 
tiochus GrypuB ; and that he is styled on the coins, Antinehtfs Epiphancs Difh 
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reigued : but as he was making war against the Arabuma, his 
brother Philip heard of it, and came to Damascus, where 
Milesus, who had been left governor of the citadel, and the 
]>B|i)a8oens themselTes, delivered up the city to him ; yet be- 
cause Philip was become ungrateful to him, and had bestow- 
ed upon him nothing of that in hopes whereof he had receiv- 
ed him into the city, but had a mind to have it believed that 
it was rather delivered up out of fear than by the kindness of 
Milesus, and because he had not rewarded hidi as he ought 
to have done, he became suspected by him, and so he was 
obliged to leave Damascus again ; for Milesus caught him 
marching out of the Hippodrome, and shut him up in it, 
and kept Damascus for Antiochus [Eucerus], who hearing 
how Pbilip^s afiairs stood, came back out of Arabia. He 
also came immediately, and made an expedidon against Ju- 
deii» with dght thousand armed footmen, and eight hundred 
Itorsemen* oo Alexander, out of fear of his coming, duff a 
deep ditch, beginning at Chabarzaba, which is now called 
Antipatris, to we sea of Joppa, on which part only his army 
ooula be brought against him. He also raised a wall, and 
erected wooden towers, and intermediate redoubts, for one 
faimdred and fifty furlongs in length, and there expected the 
coming of Antiochus ; but he soon burnt them all, and made 
his ariQy pass by that way into Arabia. The Arabian king 
[AretasJ, at first retreated, but afterward appeared on the sud- 
q^ with ten thousand horsemen. Antiochus gave them the 
mating, and fought desperately ; and indeed, when he had 
gotten tba victory, and was bringing some auxiliaries to that 
part of his army that was in distress, he was slain. When 
Antiochus was fallen, his army fled to the village Cana, where 
the greatest part of them perished by famine. 

2. After him Aretas ♦ reigned over Celesyria, being called 
to the government by those that held Damascus, by reason 
pf the hatred they bare to Ptolemy Meneus. He also made 
thence an expedition against Judea, and beat Alexande): in 
battle, near a place called Adida, yet did he, upon certain 
conditions agreed on between them, retire out of Judea. 

8. But Alexander marched again to the city Dios, and took 
it ; and then made an expedition against Essa, where was the 
best part of Zeno^s treasures, and there he encompassed the 
place with three walls ; and when he had taken the city by 
fighting, he marched to Oolan and Seleucia : and when he 
bad ta!ken these cities, he, besides them, took that valley 

* This Aretas was the first king of the Arahiani who took Damaseoa, and 
reigned there : wjiich name became afterwarda oommoo toauch Arabian kings, 
both at Petra and at Damascua, as we learn from Josepbua in many pUota, 
and from St. Paul, 2 Cor. xi. 32. See the note on Antiq. B. xvi. chap. is. 
sect. 4. 
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which is cilled the Valley of Antiochus, as also the fortress 
Gamala. He also accused Demetrius, who was governor 
of those places, of many crimes^ and turned him out : and 
after he had spent three years in this war, he returned to his 
own country, when the tJews joyfully received him upon this 
his good success. 

4s, Now at this time the Jews were in possession of the fol- 
lowing cities that had belonged to the Syrians, and Iduroeans, 
and Phenicians : at the seaside, Strato^s Tower, Apollonia, 
Joppa, Jaronia, Ashdod, Gaza, Anthedon, Raphia, and 
Kbinocolura ; in the middle of the country, near to Idumea, 
Adora, and Marissa ; near the country of Samaria, Mount 
Carmel, and Mount Tabor, Scythopolis, and Oadara ; of the 
country of Gaulonites, Seleucia and Gabala; in the country 
of Moab, Hesbbcm and Medaba, Lemba, and Oronas, Geli- 
thon, Zara, the valley of the Cilices, and Pella ; which last 
they utterly destroyed, because its inhabitants * would not 
bear to change their religious rites for those peculiar to the 
Jews. The Jews also possessed others of the principal cities 
of Syria, which had b^n destroyed. 

5. After this, king Alexander, although he fell into a dis- 
temper by hard drinking, and had a quartan ague, which held 
him three years, yet would not leave off going out with his 
army, till he was quite spent with the labours he had under- 
gone, and died in the bounds of Bagaba, a fortress beyond 
Jordan. But when his queen saw that ht was ready totlie, 
and had no longer any hopes of surviving, she came to him 
weeping, and lamenting, and bewailed herself and her sons, 
on tne desolate condition they should be left in : and said to 
him, ^' To whom dost thou thus leave me and my children, 
who are destitute of all other supports, and this when thou 
knowest how much ill-will thy nation bears thee ?^ But he 
gave her the following advice, ^* That she need but follow 
what he would suggest co her, in order to retain the kingdom 
securely, with her children : that she should conceal his death 
from the soldiers till she should have taken that place ; after 
this, she should go in triumph, as upon a victory, to Jerusa- 
lem, and put some of her authority into the hands of the 

* We may here, and eliewbere, take notice, that whatever countries or 
cities the Aumoneans conquered from any of the neighhooring nationB, or 
whatever countries or cities they gained from them, that had not belonged 
to them before, they, after the days of Hyrcanns, compelled the inhabitants 
to leave their idolatry, and entirely to receive the laws of Moses, as prose- 
lytes of Justice, or else banished them into other lands. That excellent 
prince. John Hyrcanns, did it to the Idumeans, as I have noted on diap. ix. 
§ 1. already, who then Hved in the promised land, and this I suppose justly; 
but by what right the rest did it, even to countries or cities that were no 
part ci that land, I do not at all know. This looks too like unjust pcrsecu- 
tion for religion. 
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Pharisees, for that they would commend her for the honov 
she had done them, and would reconcile the nation to her: 
for he told her, they had great authority among the Jc«% 
both to do hurt to such as they hated, and to bring adf» 
tages to those to whom they were friendly disposed, for thtf 
they are then believed best of all by the multitude wbcnth^ 
speak any severe thing against others, though it be only oit 
of envy at them. And be said, that it was b^ their bmsi 
that he had incurred the displeasure of the nation, whon ifr 
deed he had injured. Do thou, therefore, said he, whenthoi 
art come to Jerusalem, send for the lescfing men among tha% 
and shew them my body, and with great appearance of » 
ceritVy give them leave to use it as they themselTea pisM^ 
whether they will dishonour the dead body by refusiiv it 
burial, as havina severely suffered by my means, or irfieHMr 
in their anger they will oflTer an^ other miury to that Imkfm 
Promise them also, that thou wilt do notning withont thesi 
in the affairs of the kingdom. If thou dost bat say tins t» 
them, I shall have the honour of a more glorious funeral 
from them than thou couldst have made for me : and when 
it is in thrir power to abuse my dead body, they will do it do 
injury at all, and thou wilt rule in safety V So when he 
had given his wife this advice* he died, after he had reigned 
twenty-seven years, and lived fifty years within one. 

* It seemi by tliis dying advice of Alexander Janneus to his wife, that b* 
had himiielf pursued the measures of his father llyrcanus, and taken part 
with the Sadducccn, who kept dose to the written law, afj^nst the Phari- 
sees, who had introduced tlieir o^ii traditionti, chap. xvi. sect. 2, and that he 
now saw a political necessity of submitting to the Pharisees and their tradi« 
tlons hereafter, if bin widow and family minded to retain their monarducal 
government or tvranny o%'er the Jewish nation : which sect yet, thus sii]^ 
ported, were at last in great measure the ruin of the religion, govemnMnt, 
and nation of the Jews, and brought them into so wicked a state, thai the 
vengeance of God came upon them to their utter excision. Just this did 
Caiaphas politically advire the Jet^'ish Sanhedrim, John z. 50. Thai U mv 
ejtp$d^i for them OuU im§ man should die for the people^ amd thai tha wkob 
nation perith not / and this in consequence of their own political supponl^ 
ver. 48. that {f the^ vroM let Jeetu alonOy with his miracles, all wten wmM 
believe on Aim, and the Bomant would come and take awap both <Mr pfaof mod 
nation. Which political crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth brought down the 
vengeance of Ood upon them, and occasioned those very Romans, of w[ 
thev seemed so much afraid, that, to prevent it, they put him to death, 
tually to come and take awap bcih their place and naiion, within 38 j 
afterwards. I heartily wish the politicians of Christendom would oonaider 
these and the like examples, and no longer sacrifice all virtue and rriigioii 
on their pemidons schemes of government, to the bringing down the Jiida- 
ments of Ood upon themselves, and the several nations intrusted to thar 
care. But this is a digression : I wish it were an unseasonable one alaoi 
Josephus himself several times makes such digressions, and I here venton to 
follow him. See one of them at the conclusion of the very next chapter. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

How Alexandra^ by mininff ike Good-wQl of the Pharisees^ 
retained the Kingdom Nine Years, and then, having done 
many glorious Actions, died. 

§ 1. So Alexandra, when she had taken the fortress, acted 
as her husband had suggested to her, and spake to the Pha- 
risees, and put all things into their power, both as to die dead 
body, and as to the afiairs of the kingdom, and thereby paci- 
fied their anger ap^ainst Alexander, and made them bear good 
will and friendship to him ; who then came among the multi* 
tude, and made speeches to them, and laid before them the 
actions of Alexander, and told them, that they had lost a 
righteous king ; and bjr the commendation they gave him, 
they brought Uiem to grieve, and to be in heaviness for him, 
so that he had a funeral more nilendid than had any of the 
kings before him. Alexander left behind him two sons, Hyr- 
canus and Arislobulus, but committed the kingdom to Alex- 
andra. Now, as to these two sons, Hyrcahus was indeed 
unable to manage public affairs, and delighted rather in a 
quiet life; but tne younger, Aristobulus, was an active and 
a bold man ; and for this woman herself, Alexandra, she was 
loved by the multitude, because she seemed displeased at the 
offences her husband had been guilty of. 

2. So she made Hyrcanus high-priest, because he was the 
dder, but much more because he cared not to meddle with 
politics, and permitted the Pharisees to do every thing ; to 
whom also she ordered the multitude to be obedient. She 
also restored again those practices which the Pharisees had 
introduced, according to the traditions of their forefathers, 
and which her father-in-law, Hvrcanus, had abrogated. So 
she had indeed the name of the Regent, bu^ the Pharisees 
had the authority : for it was they who restored sudi as had 
been banished, and set such as were prisoners at liberty, and 
to say all at once, they diflfered in nothi^ Arom lords. How- 
evert the queen also took care of the amirs of the kingdom, 
and got together a great body of mercenary soldiers, and in- 
creased her own army to such a d^ree, that she became ter- 
rible to the neighbouring tyrants, and took hostages of them : 
and the country was enUrely at peace, excepting the Phari- 
sees; for they disturbed the queen, and desired that she would 
kill those who persuaded Alexander to slay the eight hundred 
men ; after which they cut the throat of one of them, Dioge- 
nes : and after him th^ did the same to several, one after 
another, till the men that were the most potent came into 
the palace, and Aristobulus with them, for tic seemed to be 
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if be had an cmxtMuatj^ he would doc permit his Batkr to 
goaata. ** ihe» pot thegtenin nund what great dangm 
thej 1>^ g°'oe through, and great dnngi they had Anmr, 
wherAj thej had demoostrated the £rwaatsm of their fidcfitj 
to their maiter, iofoiniich that they had reoeifed the gia 
■Mrfcs ct §K9Qar frnai faioi z and thej begged ot her, that 
woidd Boc utterij biaat their hope^ as it BOW bap p i Mj , 
when ther had escaped the hasaids that araae fivMs 
fopen] etirmies, th^ wete to be cut off at hu i t bj their 
[pmralie] etirmies, Itkm brute beasta^ wicfaont anr help what, 
aoerer. Thej aud alao, that if their adTenatis woaU be 
satisfied with those that had been slain abeadr, ther would 
take what IhmI been done patiently, on a cco unt ot their ■»• 
toral lore to their govcmonr hot if thej most espeet the 
same for the future alao, thej imploied of her m diwiiwiuu 
liDni her service ; for thej could not bear to tlunk of at- 
tempting anj method for thdr ddiverance withoot her, bat 
would rather die williDgl j before the palace-gate^ in case she 
would not forgiTe them. And that it was a great shame, 
both for tbemselTes and for the queen, that when thej were 
neglected bj her, thej should come under the lash of her 
husband'*s enemies ; for that Aretas, the Aralnan king, and 
the monarchs, would give an j reward, if thej cooU get such 
men as foreign auxiliaries, to whom their rerj names, before 
their voices be heard , may perhaps be t(!rrible : but if they 
could not obtain this their second request, and if she bad 
determined to prefer the Pharisees before them, thej sdll in« 
nsted that she would place them every one in her fortresses ; 
for if some fatal demon hath a constant spite against Alexan* 
der^s house, thej would be willing to bear their part, and to 
live in a private station there.^ 

8. As these men said thus, and called upon Alexander's 
ffhost for commiseration of those already slain, and those in 
danger of it, all the bystanders brake out into tean: but 
Aristobulus chiefly made manifest what were his sentiments, 
and used many reproachful expressions to his modicr, [say* 
ing] ** Nay, indeed the case is this, that they have been tfaenp. 
s^es the authors of their own calamities, who have per- 
mitted a woman who, against reason, was mad with ambition, 
to rule over them, when there were sons in the flower of 
their age fitter for it.^ So Alexandra, not knowing what to 
do with any decency, committed the fortresses to them, all 
but Hyrcania and Akxandrium, and Macherus, where her 
principal treasures were. After a little while also, she sent 
ner son Aristobulus with an army to Damascus against 
Ptolemy, who was called Menneus, who was such a bad 
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neiflfabour to tha cky ; but be did nothing oonsiderable theie, 
and to rotumed home. 

4. About this time uewB was brought that Tigranes, the 
king of Armenia, had made an irruption into Syria with five 
hundred thousand * soldiers, and was coming against Judea* 
This news, as may well be supposed, terrified the queen and 
the nation. Accordingly they sent him many and very valu- 
able presents, as also ambassadors, and that as he was besieg- 
ing Ptolemais ; for Selene the queen, the same that was also 
caSed Cleopatra, ruled then over Syria, who had persuaded 
the inhabitants to exclude Tigranes. So the Jewish ambas- 
sadors interceded with him, and entreated him that he would 
determine nothing that was severe about their queen or na» 
tion. He commended them for the respects they paid him 
at so great a distance ; and gave them good hopes of his 
favour. But as soon as Ptolemais was taken, news came to 
Tigranes, that Lucullus, in his pursuit of Mithridates, could 
not light upon him, who was fled into Iberia, but was laying 
waste Armenia, and besieging its cities. Now, when Tigranes 
knew this, he returned home. 

6. After this, when the queen was fallen into a dangerous 
distemper, Aristobulus resolved to attempt the seizing of the 
government ; so he stole away secretly by night, with only 
one of his servants, and went to the fortresses, wherein his 
friends, that were such from the days of his father, were set- 
tled ; for as he had been a great while displeased at his mo- 
therms conduct, so he was now much more afraid, lest, upon 
her death, their whole family should be under the power of 
the Pharisees, for he saw the inability of his brother who was 
to succeed in the government ; nor was any one, conscious of 
what he was doing but only his wife, whom he left at Jerusa- 
lem with their children. He first of allcame to Agaba, where 
was Galestes, one of the potent men before-mentioned, and 
was received by him. When it was day, the queen per- 
ceived that Aristobulus was fled ; and for some time she sup- 
posed that his departure was not in order to make any in- 
novation ; but when messengers came one after another, with 
the news that he had secured the first place, the second place, 
and all the places, for as soon as one had begun, they all 
submitted to his disposal, then it was that the queen and the 
nation were in the greater disorder, for they were aware that 
it would not be long ere Aristobulus would be able to settle 

* The number of 500,000, or even 300,000, as one Greek copy, with Latin 
eopiea, hare it, for Tigranca't army, that came out of Armenia into Syria 
and Judea, seems mudi too larger We have had ahneady several rach ex- 
travagant numbers in Jotephss*! preient copies, which are not to be at all 
ascribed to him. Accordingly I incline to Dr. Hudson's emendation here, 
which supposes them but 40,000. 
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himself firmly in the government. What they were Drinci- 
pally afraid of was this, that he would inflict punisnment 
upon them for the mad treatment his house haa had from 
them. So they resolved to take his wife and children into 
custody, and keep them in the fortress * that was over the 
temple. Now there was a mighty conflux of people that 
came to Aristobulus from all parts, insomuch that he had a 
kind of royal attendants about him ; for in a little more than 
fifteen days, he eot twenty-two strong places, which gave 
him the opportunity of raising an army from Libanus and 
Trachonitis, and the monarohs ; for men are easily led by 
the greater number, and easily submit to them. And be- 
ndes this, that by afibrding him their assistance, when he 
coald not expect it, they, as well as he, should have the ad- 
vantages that would come by his being king, because they 
had been the occauon of his gaining the kingdom. Now 
the elders of the Jews, and Hyrcanus with them, went in 
unto the queen, and desired, ** That she would give them her 
sentiments about the present posture of afiairs, for that Aris- 
tobulus was in efiect lord of almost all the kingdom, by pos- 
sessing of so many strong-holds, and that it was absurd for 
them to take any counsel by themselves, how ill soever she 
were, while she was alive, and that the danger would be 
upon them in no long time." But she ** bid them do what 
they thought proper to be done ; that they had many cir- 
cumstances in their favour still remaining, a nation in good 
heart, an army, and money in their several treasuries, for that 
she had small concern about public afiairs now, when the 
strength of her body already failed her.** 

6. Now a little while after she had said this to them, she 
died, when she had reigned nine years, and had in all lived 
seventy-three. A woman she was who showed no signs of 
the weakness of her sex, for she was sagacious to the greatest 
degree in her ambition of governing ; and demonstrated by 
her doings at once, that her mind was fit for action, and that 
sometimes men themselves show the little understanding they 
have by the frequent mistakes they make in point of govern- 
ment ; for she always preferred the present to futurity, and 
preferred the power of an imperious dominion above all 
things, and in comparison of that had no regard to what was 
good, or what was right However, she brought the adairs 
of her house to such an unfortunate condition, that she was 

• The fortren, castle, dtadel, or tower, whither the wife and children of 
Anstobulus were now sent, and which overiooked the temple; ooiild be no 
other than what Hyrcanus I. built, Antiq. B. xriii. eh. ir. g 3. vol. li. 
and Herod the Great rebuilt, and caUed the Tower o/AntimWy Antiq. B. xr. 
rh. zi. sect. 5. 
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the occasion of the taking away that authority from it, and 
that in no long time afterward, which she had obtained by a 
vast number of hazards and misfortunes, and this out df a 
desire of what does not belong to a woman, and all by a 
compliance in her sentiments with those that bare ill-will to 
their fiunily, and by leaving the administration destitute of a 
proper support of great men : And indeed, her management 
during her administration, while she was alive, was such as 
filled the palace after her death with calamities and disturb- 
ance. However, although this had been her way of govern- 
ing, she preserved the nation in peace. And this is the con- 
clusion of the afiairs of Alexandra. 
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CHAP. I. 

IVie War between AriHobtdus and Hyrcanus about the King- 
dom ; and how ffiey made an Agreement^ that Aristobtdue 
should be King^ and Hjfrcantts live a privaite Life ; as also 
how Hyrcanus a little afterward was persuaded by Antipa- 
ter to fly to Aretas. 

1. We have related the affairs of queen Alexandra, and 
ler death in the foregoing book, and will now speak of what 
followed, and was connected with those histories, declaring, 
before we proceed, that we have nothing so much at heart as 
this, that we may omit no feurts *, either through i^orance or 
laziness ; for we are upon the history and explication of such 
things as the greatest part are unacquainted withal, because 
of their distance from our times ; and we aim to do it with a 
proper beauty of style, so far as that is derived from proper 
words harmonically disposed, and from such ornaments of 

* Reland takes notice here, Tery justly, how Josephus's declaration, that 
it was his great oonoem not only to write an agrettMe^ an aeemaig^ and a 
tme history, Irat also distinctly noi to amU any thinff [of oonseqoenoe], eiihm 
thnmgh igmmranoe or ioMineu, fanplies, that he could not, oonsiBtently with 
that rasdladon, omit the mention of [to famous a pernm as] Jenu CkritU 
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«iv«H*^ aI<«^ a.« inny contribute to the pleasure of our readers, 
thiit iht^y may entertain the knowledge of what we write with 
«nm' twtvoabie mti&factt^Hi and pieasun?. Bat the principal 
%^>pr trvAt autKnn o«Hrht to aim ai abo^e all the rest, is to 
^^r«^lk «vi:rate^y. avNi to mak uvijr. tar the auisfaction of 
T>y^'' r)MK art ^Herr»ie laBac^aaimed wiifa such tranaactions, 
nM oKificvy^ ?.> y«ovv<- vHa: Uieae wnien iniiani them oil 
€. K^TvstriT^ ' V-t Sq?ar. h» bijitwirieabood on the thinl 
ar oc' 'V >^i>«v5^lv. <<p«ciirv.dweiiiD oivmpiad, when Quia- 
-ff« H^"*'^^^"^ ?^' V^ff^-B^ \ieieliii». mht was called Meiel- 
w V <^*«"^v>. ^>'5c «rv>^> a; Rnmt ; wnec preaentJT Arato- 
Kt. . V V?{^' •- tn>fc xr^- a3am&: mm. and a^ ii cane to a 
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-«-^9n.r« a: .i^nrAc^ many oi bif soldiers de- 
^i^w K--.. f* «£•-. ovf t. iH^ nrotncr : unoti which H^t- 
,.»-v >. **=. -.-:• r*j^ r:;«i,ti-,. wnert' Ansuibuiui^'f^ wife and 
^j^-.-»3^ -..T irTrT.^-T^'tnp^l hr hi? mother^ as wf have sud ai- 
«>**^^ ♦.*». «.:'iiri.>\. «n*. overcame tiiow* ijis adversaries thai 
H«. Vi«. -^ -nfi, flu,. ia\ nithxD the wa/J* of the tempk. So 
^sa- n #%»: <9Ri i: mcwnre to hin Iwothi-r aboui a^rreexng 
r.is hf rwpoii themj he /aid abide his enmirj lo him 
rvvndirmns. thai Arirt^huJub bhuuid lie Icin^ ; thai he 
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■It).' iiv\ uishoui iDUTtmnldting wilii jjuhJic affairs, and 

rtiv P"!''^ ''« «»»"'' '"' .'""' ""JV"'-'''- ^Vfien they had 

-j,rw/ uP^>i> tlim- ttTiii« »i »";» jen'IV'-. a"d liad confirmed 

th.- arwmriii »itfi «ii/«. «"" '"e giving one another their 

rtrhii'an**- a'"* ""'*•■«'■'"« ""^ another in the sight of the 

wiM<ir irtuluiudf, t]u> iHwrtetl, the one, Aristobulug to the 

,«ljir<>. vui UyrvMU* «• * private man to the former house 

.^ .\rt*iohiiluii. _ . ,. . . 

H. tUti ibere ww « ««rta»n friend of Hyrcanus's, an Idu 
mmn. i-nlk^ Antipiitcr, who was very rich, and in his nature 
a„ .c-tiw aod » •«l'l"'"» "an ; who was at enmity with Aris- 
jobuJu-, Mil had dilTerences with him on account of h^ 
-«|.will to Hyitauius. It is true that NicoJaus of Duna^ 
Si^yj that Anupater wasof the stock of the prinS 
jh^ wh* c«nc out of Babylon into Judea ; but that a«Er 
- rfto w» to gratrfy Herod, who was his son, andX." 
.^ wolutton. of fortune, came afterward to be kSS 
ha Jewib wfco^ history we shall give you in its oroIS 

>♦, nd that was bis father's name also : of wh«n, .l!^ 
-U Idumea, and that he made a league of frienSh J 

^^^^^^r — «' V7 ' . f** * """ * one anil the lame obiim. thTc. 
^■m* «r Owuile, tlw latMr with aa Utbnm «■ Je^J,™- 
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with those Arabians, and Gazites, and Ascalonites, that were 
oi bis own partj^» and had, by man? and large presentSy made 
them his fast friends. But now, this jounger AnUpater was 
suspicious of the power of Aristobulus, and was afraid cf 
some mischief he might do him, because of his hatred to him, 
so he stirred up the most powerful of the Jews, and talked 
against him to them privately ; and said, that ** it was unjust 
to overlook the conduct of Aristobulus, who had gotten the 
government unrighteously, and had ejected his brother out 
of it, who was the elder, and ought to retain what belonged 
to him by prerogative of his birth.'* And the same speeches 
he perpetually made to Hyrcanus ; and told him* that his 
own life would be in danger, unless he guarded himself, and 
got quit of Aristobulus ; for he said, that the friends of Aris- 
tobulus omitted no opportunity of advising him to kill him, 
as being then, and not before, sure to retain his principality. 
Hyrcanus gave no credit to these words of his, as being of a 
gentle disposition, and one that did not easily admit of calum- 
nies against other men. This temper of his not disposing 
him to meddle with public affairs, and want of spirit, occa- 
sioned him to appear to spectators to be degenerous and un- 
manly ; while Aristobulus was of a contrary temper, an active 
man, and one of a great and generous soul. 

4. Since, therefore, Antipater sawthat Hyrcanusdid not at- 
tend to what he said, he never ceased, day by da^, to charge 
feigned crimes upon Aristobulus, and to calumniate him be^ 
fore him as if he had a mind to kill him ; and so, by urriag 
him perpetually, he advised him and persuaded him to ^ te> 
Aretas, the king of Arabia ; and promised, that if he would 
comply with his advice, he would also himself assost him, [and 
go with him]. When Hvrcanus heard this, he said that it 
was for his advantage to ^ away to Aretas. Now, Arabia: 
is a country that borders upon Judea. However, Hyrcanus 
sent Antipater first to the king of Arabia, in order to receive 
assurances from him, that when he should come in the man- 
ner of a supplicant to him, he will not deliver him up to bis 
enemies. So Antipater having received such assurances, re^ 
turned to Hyrcanus to Jerusalem. A while afterward he 
took Hyrcanus, and stole out of the city by night, and went 
a great journey, and came and brought him to the city eaUed 
Petra, where the palace of Aretas was ; and as he was a yerv 
familiar friend of that kinai's, he persuaded him' to bring back 
Hyrcanus into Judea, and this persuasion he continued every 
day without any remission. He also proposed to make him 
presents on that account. At length he prevailed with Are- 
tas in his suit. Moreover, Hyrcanus promised him, that 
when he had been brought thither, ana had ree^ved his 
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kiiigflooi« he would restore that country, and those twelve, 
cities which his father Alexander had taken from the Ara^ 
bians, which were these, Medaba, Naballo, Libias, Thara- 
bassa, Agala, Athone, Zoar, Orone, Marissa, Rudda, Lussa, 
and Oruba. 
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CHAP- II. 

Hofw Aretas and Ht/rcanus made an Expedition against 
Arisiobulusj and besieged Jemsalem; and haw Scaurus 
the Raman Genercd raised the Siege, Canceming the 
Death of Onias. 

§ 1. After these promises had been given to Aretas, he 
made an expedition against Aristobulus, with an army of fifty 
thousand horse and loot, and beat him in the battle. And 
when, after that victory, many went over to Hyrcanusas de- 
serters, Aristobulus was left desolate, and fled to Jerusalem ; 
upon which the king of Arabia took all his army and made 
an assault upon the temple, and besieged Aristobulus there- 
in, the people still supporting Hyrcanus, and assbting him 
in the siege, while none but £e priests continued with Aris- 
tobulus. So Aretas united the forces of the Aralnans and of 
the Jews together, and pressed on the ne^ vigorously. As 
this happened at the season when the ^ast of unleavened 
bread was celebrated, which we call the Passover, the prin- 
cipal men among the Jews left the country, and fled into 
y Eg]rpt. Now there was one, whose name was Onias, a righ* 
teous man he was, and beloved of God, who^ in a certain 
drought, had prayed to God to put an end to the intense 
heat, and whose prayers God heard, and had sent them 
rain. This man bad hid himself, because he saw that this 
sedition would last a great while. However, they brought 
him to the Jewish camp, and desired, that as by his prayers 
he had once put an end to the drought, so he would in like 
manner make imprecations on Aristobulus and those of his 
faction. And when, upon his refusal, and the excuses that 
he made, he was still by the multitude compelled to speak, 
he stood up in the midst of them, and ^d, *^ O God, the 
king of the whole world ! since those that stand now with 
me are thy people, and those that are besieged are also thy 
priests, I beseech tliee that thou wilt neither hearken to the 
prayers of those against these, nor bring to efiect what these 
pray against those.*^ Whereupon such wicked Jews as stood 
about him, as soon as he had made this prayer, stoned him 
to death. 

S. But God punished them immediately for this their bar- 
barity, and took vengeance of them for the murder of Onias, 
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in the manner following : while the priests and Aristobulus 
were besieged, it happened that the feast called the Passover 
was come, at which it was our custom to offer a great number 
of sacrifices to God ; but those that were with Aristobulus 
wanted sacrifices, and desired that their countrymen without 
would furnish them with such sacrifices, and assured them 
they should have as much money for them as they should 
desire ; and when they required them to pay a thousand 
drachmae for each head of cattle, Aristobulus and the priests 
willingly undertook to pay for tliem accordingly, and those ' 
within let down the money over the walls, and gave it them. 
But when the others had received it, they did not deliver the 
sacrifices, but arrived at that height of wickedness as to break 
the assurances they had given, and to be guilty of impiety 
towards God, by not furnishing those that wanted them witQ 
sacrifices. And when the priests found they had been cheat- 
ed, and that the agreements they had made were yiolated, 
they prayed to God, that he would avenge them on their 
countrymen. Nor did he delay that their punishment, but 
sent a strong and vehement storm of wind that destroyed the 
fruits of the whole country, till a modius of wheat was then 
bought for eleven drachma?. 

8. In the mean time Pompey sent Scaurus into Syria, 
while he was himself in Armenia, and making war with 
Tigranes: but when Scaurus was come to Damascus, and 
found that Lollius and Metellus had newly taken the city, he 
came himself hastily into Judea. And when he was come 
thither, ambassadors came to him, both from Aristobulus 
and Hyrcanus, and both desired he would assist them. And 
when both of them promised to give him money, Aristobulus 
four hundred talents, and Hyrcanus no less, he accepted of 
AristobuluB^s promise, for he was rich and had a great soul, 
and desired to obtain nothing but what was moderate; where- 
as the other was poor, and tenacious, and made incredible 
promises in hopes of greater advantages ; for it was not the 
same thing to take a city, that was exceeding strong and 
powerful, as it was to eject out of the country some fugitives, 
with a greater number of Nabateans, who were no very war- 
like peoplr. He therefore made an agreement with Aristo- 
bulus, for the reasons before mentioned, and took his money, 
and raised the siege, and ordered Aretas to depart, or else he 
should be declared an enemy to the Romans. So Scaurus 
returned to Damascus again ; and Aristobulus, with a great 
army, made war with Aretas and Hyrcanus, and fought them 
at a place called Paj)yron^ and beat them in the battle, and 
hlcNv about six thousand of the enemy ; with whom fell Phr^- 
lion also, the brother of Antipater. 

VOL. 11. % 
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CHAP. IIL 

Mow Arisiobulut and JSyrcanua came to Pompev, in order 
to argue 'oho ought to have the Kingdom ; and how^ upon 
the Flight of Aruiobulus to the Fortre%e Alexandrium, 
Pompey led his army against him^ and ordered him to 
deliver tq) the Fortresses whereqf Tie was possessed. 

§ 1. A LITTLE afterward^ Pompey came to Damascus, and 
inapched over Celesjrria ; at which time there came ambaMa- 
dors to hkn from all Syrik and Egypt, and out of Judea also, 
for Aristobulus had sent him a great present, which was a 

golden vine*, of the value of five hundred talents. Now 
trabo of Cappadocia mentions this present in these words : 
*^ There came also an embassage out of Egypt, and a crown 
of the value of four thousand pieces of gold ; and out of 
Judea there came another, whether you call it a vine or a 
•garden : they called the thing Tkrpitlb, The Delight How- 
ever, we ourselves saw that present reposited at Rome, in the 
lemple of JufMter Capitolinus, with this inscription. The g^ 
^Alexander the King of the Jews. It was valued at five 
hundred talents ; and the report is, that Aristobulus, the 
governor of the Jews, sent it." , 

% In a little time afterward came ambassadors again to 
Mm, Antipater from Hyrcanus, and Nicodemus from Aristo- 
bulus ; which last also accused such as had taken bribes, first 
Gabinius, and then Scaurus, the one three hundred talents, 
and the other four hundred ; by which procedure he made 
these two his enemies, besides those he had before. And 
when Pompey had ordered those that had controversies one 
with another to come to him in the beginning of the spring, 
be brought his army out of their winter-quarters, and marched 
into the country of Damascus ; and as he went along, he 
demolished the citadel that was at Apamia, which Andochus 
Cyzicenus bad built, and took cognizance of the country of 
Ptolemy Menneus, a wicked man, and not less so than Dio- 

* This golden tfine or garden^ teen by Strabo at Rome, luw iu inscriDtion 
here, as if it were the gift of Alexander, the father of Ariftohulos, and not 
-ef Aristobiilus himiielf, to whom yet Joeephns ancribet it ; and in order to 
proire the' truth of that part of his history, introduoes this testimony of Stn- 
bo*8 ; BO that the ordinary copies seem, to be here either erroneous or defec- 
dve, and the ori^tial reading seems to have been either Arittobttku^ instead 
of Aksander^ with one Greek o(^y, or else AriMmlut ihe mm ofAkMandtTy 
with the I Attn copies ( which last seems to me the most probable t lor as to 
Archbishop Usher's conjectuxes, that Alexander made it, and dedicated it to 
God in the temple, and that thence Aristobulus took it, and sent it to Pompey, 
they were both very improbable, and no way agreeable to Josephus, who 
would hardly have avoided recording both these uncommon points of 
history, had ho known any thing of them ; nor would jsither the Jewish na- 
tion, or even Pompey himself, theu have relished such a flagrant instance of 
sacrilege. 



njrttus of TripoB, who bad been beheadod* vho was al%o his, 
ralaUoa by marriage ;: yet did ht; bay off the puoiahment of 
his crimia fDr a thoiiaand tal«nta» with which money Pompey 
paid the soldiers their vi^s. He also emiquered the placet 
called Lystas^ of which Silas^ Jew was tyrant* And wbeft 
ht bad passed over the cities of Heliopolis and Cbalcis,^ and 
got over the mountun which is on the limit of Celesyria, h^ 
came from Pclla to Damascus ; and there it was that he heard 
the causes of the Jews, and of their governors {) vrcanus and 
▲risCobulus, who were at difference one with aAOthef ; aa alsa 
of the nation against them both, which did not desire to^ W 
under kingly government, because the Ibrm of government 
they reeeived from their forefathers was that of subjec^oft 
to Uie priest of that God whom they worshipped ; and ^they 
complained], that ^ough these two were the posterity c^ 
priests, yet did they seek to change the government of thair 
nation to another form^ in order to enslave themt Hyroanna 
complained, that although he were the elder brother, he waa 
deprived of the prerogative of his birth by Aristobttkia^ and 
that he bath but a small part of the country under hins Aria- 
tobttlus having taken away the rest from him by force, fie 
also accu^ him, that the incursions whidbhad been made 
into their ndghboura^ countries, and the pitaoiet that, had 
been at sea, were owir^.to him : and that the nation would 
not have revolted, unless Ariatoholus had been a man given 
to violence and disorder ; and there were no fewer than a 
thousand Jews, of the best esteem among them, who con- 
firmed this accusation ; which confirmatioD was procured by 
Antipater. But Aristohulus alleged against him, that it was. 
Hyrcanus's own temper, which was inactive, and therefore on 
that account contemptible, which caused him to be deprived 
of the government ; and that for himself, he was necessitated 
to take it upon him, for fear lest it should be transferred to 
others. And that as to his title [of king], it was no other 
than what his father had taken [before him]. He also called, 
for witnesses of what be said* some persons who were both 

{oung and insolent ; whose purple garments, fine heads of 
air, and other ornaments, were detested [by the court], and 
which they appeared in, not as though they were to plead 
their cause in a court of justice, but as if they were marching 
in a pompous procession. 

3. when Pompey had heard the causes of these two, and 
had condemned Aristobulus for his violent procedure, he then 
spake civilly to them, and sent them away ; and told XhetCk^ 
that when he came again into their ^untry, he would settle 
all their affairs, after he had first taken a view of the aflfairs 
of the Nabateans. In the mean Ume, be ordered them to be 

sS 
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«^je? ; ftfui f reattd Axucsfaal3» cmiir, lest be siaould laake 
*W iMtMk rtmiu end hsuier fan neuini ; windk ycc Aristo* 
hnh» iM ; fer wkiioA esoectxBc n^ hrxbter detsnaioBtionv 
vbidi Fonprr had prasKjed tiKci. be went to die rity D^ur- 
r»My and dftence carcfacd mto Jodez. 

4. At ch» beivmoor PoDper wasaacnr. end taking with 
him that anaj which be waj kacfia^ a^inst the NabfOeans^ 
and the aaxiliaries that came finoa DaBasus, and the other 
parte of STfia, «itb the other Roman iqgioiis which he had 
with him, he flttde an e xp e diti on against AriRobuloa: but as 
be posned br Pella and Scythopotisy he came to Coreae^ 
which is the first entrance into Jodea whes cme pasaes over 
the midland countiies ; where he came to a most beautiful' 
fortress that was baiit on the top of a mountain called jOtx- 
andrium^ whither Anstobuius had fled ; and thenoe Pompey 
sent his commands to him, thai he shoiild come to him. Ac- 
cording! j, at the persuasion of many, that he would not make 
war with the Bomans, he came down : and when he had dis- 
puted with his brother about the right to the government, he 
went up again to the citadel, as Pomper gave him leave to 
do ; and uiis he did two or three times, as flattering himself 
with the hopes of having the kingdom granted to him ; so that 
he still pretended he would obey Pompey in whatsoever he 
commanded, although at the same time he retired to his for- 
tress, that he might not depress himself too low, and that he 
might be prepareid for a war, in case it should prove, as he 
feared, that Fompey would transfer the government to Hyr- 
CAnus. But when Pompey enjoined Anstobuius to deliver 
up the fortresses he held, and to send an injunction to their 
^^overnors, under his own hand, for-that purpose, for they had 
iwim forbidden to deliver tbem up upon any other commands, 
he Kiibmined indeed to do so, but still he retired in displea- 
sure to Jerusalem, and made preparation for war. A little 
after thi^, certain persons came out of Pontus, and informed 
Potr)[H*y, as he was on the way, and conducting his arihy 
agairiftt Anstobuius, that Mithridates was dead, and was slain 
hy liis son Pharnaces. 

CHAP. IV. 

Hotc Pompey J ichen the Citizens of Jerusalem shut the Gates 
aminst him^ hesieifed the Citj/^ and took it by Force ; as 
Mso what other Things he did in Judca. 

§ 1. Now when Pompey had pitched his camp at Jericho, 
(where the palm-tree ♦ grows, and that balsam which is an 

• Theie exprcM tCRtimoniGs of Josephns hen*, ."Uid Antiq. B. riii. ch. ri, 
tf« vol. i. and B, xv, ch. 4. sect. 2. veil, ii, that the only bdiam garden^ 
tbr b*»nt ]«alin.ti-(*PK, Men*, at Jeast in his day»i, near Jericho and Engaddi, 
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t>iDtQieBt of all the most preoiouB, which upon any incision 
made in the wood with a aliarp stone, distils out thence like 
« juice), he marched in the morning to Jerusalem. liere^ 
4ipon Aristobulus repeated of what he was doing, and came 
to Pompey, and (promised to] give him money, and received 
him into Jerusalem, and desired that he would leave olF the 
war, and do what he pleased peaceably. So Pompey, upon 
' his entreaty, forgave him, and sent Gabinius, and soldiers 
with faim, to receive the money and the city : yet was no part 
of this performed^ b(U Gabinius came back, being both ex- 
cluded out of the city, and receiving none o{ the money pro- 
mised, because Aristobulus^s soldiers would not permit the 
agreements to be executed. At this Pompey was very an- 
gry, and put Aristobulus in prison, and came himself to 
the city, which was strong on every side excepting the north, 
which was not so well fortified, for there was a broad and 
deep ditch * that encompassed the city, and included within 
it the temple, which was itself encompassed about with a very 
strong stone wall. 

2. Now there was a sedition of the men that were within 
the city, who did not agree what was to be done in their pre- 
sent circumstances, while some thought it best to deliver up' 
the city to Pompey ; but Aristobulus^s party exhorted them 
to shut the gates, because he was kept iii prison. Now these 
prevented the others, and seized upon the temple, and cut off 
the bridge which reached from it to the city, and prepared 
themselves to abide a siege ; but the others admitted Pom- 
pey's army in, and delivered up both the city and the king^s ' 
palace to him. So Pompey sent bis lieutenant Piso with an 
army, and placed garrisons both in the city and in the palace, 
to secure them, and fortified the houses that joined to rhe 
temple; and all those which were more distant, and without 
it. And in the first place, he offered terms of accommoda- 
tion to those within ; but when they would not comply with 
what was desired, he encompassed all the places thereabout 

abmit the north part of the Dead Sea (whereabout &1ro Alexander the Great 
latr the balsam drop), thow the mistake of those that understand Ensebiiis and 
Jerom, as if one of those gardens were at the south part of that stea, at Zoar 
or Segor ; whereas they must either mean another Zoar or Segor, which wm 
between Jericho and Engaddi, agreeably to Joscphus, which yet they do not 
appear to do ( or else they directly contradict Joaephns,' and were therein 
greatly mistaken ; I mean thiii^ unlcsii that balsam, and the lieiit palm-trees, 
grew much more southward in Judea in the days of Eusci'iuit and Jerom iiian 
the^' did in the days of Jo.HCphii.s. 

* The particular depth and brea^lth of this ditch, whence the stones for the 
wall about the temple were probably token, are omitted in oumipict of Jo^e- 
phus, but Met down by Stralio, D. xvi. p. 7G3, from whom we luarn, tliat tUifi 
ditch was CO feet deep, and 250 feel lin-iwl. Ilowevcr, ii.s <"!o{nh is, in the next 
st^on, said by Jof.ephuR to be imntgHiCy which exactly agrees to Stral>o*s de« 
«cription, and whicU numbem in btrabf^ are a strong voiitirmatiunof thf(trutt| 
pf Josephu8*s deKcripiioni also. 
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written of tke acts of Fompej ; and among them to Strabo- 
aad Nioolauft [of Damaacus] ; and' betides these two, Titua 
Linus, the writer of the Roman history^ who will bear wit- 
ness to thU thing *. 

4. But when the battering engine was brought near^ the. 
greatest of the towers was shaken by it, and fell down> and 
brake down a part of the fortifications, so the enemy poured 
in apace ; and Corndius Faustus, the son of Sylla, with his 
soldiers, first of all ascended the wall, and next to him Fanus. 
the centurion, with those that followed, on the other part ; 
while Fabius, who was also a centurion, ascended it in the 
middle, with a great body of men after him. But now all 
was full of slaughter ; some of the Jews being slain by the 
Romans, and some by one another ; nay, some there were 
who threw themselves down the precipices, or put fire to their 
houses, and burnt them, as not able to bear the miseries they 
were under. Of the Jews there fell twelve thousand, but of 
the Romans very few. Absalom, who was at once both uncle 
and father-in-law to Aristobulus, was taken captive. And no 
small enormities were committed about the temple itself, 
which in former ages had been inaccessible, and seen by none; 
for Pompey went into it, and not a few of those that weire 
with him also, and saw all that which it was unlawful for any 
other men to see, but only for the high«priests. There were 
in that temple the golden table, the holy candlestick, and the 
pouring vessels, and a great quantity of spices ; and besides 
these, there were among the treasures two thousand talents of 
sacred money : yet did Pompey touch nothing *)" of all this, 
on account of his regard to religion; and in this pouH also he 
acted in a manner that was worthy of. his virtue. The next 
day he gave order to those that had the charge of the temple 
to cleanse it, and to bring what offerings the law required to 
God ; and restored the high-priesthood to Hyrcanus, both 
because he had been useful to him in other respects, and 
because he hindered the Jews in the country from giving 
Aristobulus any assistance in his war against him. He also 
cut ofi^ those that had been the authors of that war ; and be- 

* It deserves here* to be noted, that this Pharisaical superstitious notion, 
that offensive Bghting was unhiwful to Jews, even under the utmost necessity 
on the Sabbath day, of which we hear nothing before the tisies of the Mao- 
cabefs, was the proper occasion of Jerusalem*s being taken by Pompey, by 
iSosius, and by Titus, as appears fh)m the places already quoted in the note 
on Antiq. H. xiii. ch. vii. sect. 1. 4 which scrapuloua superstition, as to the ob* 
aervation of such a rigorous rest upon the Sabbath*^y, our Saviour always 
opposed, when the Pharisaical Jews insisted on it, as is evident in ipany places 
in the New Testament, though he still intimated how pernicious that super* 
utition might prove to them in their flight from the Romans, Mat. xxv* 20. 

f This is fully confirmed by the testimony of Cicero, who says, in his 
joration of Placous, that *^ Cneiua Pompeaua, when he waa «iiiq««3or, and 
4ad taken JenMalen, di4 nvt tmah. aay thing belonging 10 that tiplii** 
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stowed proper rewjurds on Faustus, and tbose others that 
mounted the wall with sudi*alacrity; and he made Jemaalem 
tributary to the Romans, and took away those cities in Ce» 
lesyria which the inhabitants of Judea had subdued, and put 
them under the government of the Roman president, and con- 
fined the whole nation, which had elevat«l itself so high be- 
fore, within its own bounds. Moreoyer, he rebuilt Gacuua *, 
whidi had been demolished a httle before, to gratify Deme- 
trius Gadara, who was his freed man, and restived the rest 
of the cities. Hippos, and Scy thopolis, and Pella, and Dios, 
and Samaria, as also Marissa, and Asbdod, and Jamnia, and 
Arethusa, to their own inhabitants ; these were in the inland 
parts. Besides those that had been demcdished, and also of 
the maritime dties, Gaza, and Joppa, and Dora, and Strato^s 
Tower ; which last Herod rebuilt after a glorious manner, 
and adorned with havens, and temples, and changed its name 
to Cflssarea. All these Pompey left in a state of fireedom, 
and joined them to the province of Syria. 

5. Now the occasions of this misery which came upon Je- 
rusalem were Hyrcanusand Aristobulus, by nusing a sedition 
one against the other; for now we lost our liberty, and became 
subject to the Romans, and were deprived of that country 
which we had gained by our arms from the Syrians, and were 
compelled to restore it to the Syrians. Moreover, the Ro- 
mans exacted of us, in a little time, above ten thousand 
talents. And the royal authority, which was a dignity for- 
meriy bestowed on tnosc that were high-priests by the right 
of their family, became the property of private men. But of 
these matters we shall treat in their proper places. Now 
.Pompey committed Celesyria, as far as the river Euphrates 
and Egypt, to Scaurus, with two Roman l^ions, anid then 
went away to Cilicia, and made haste to Rome. He also 
carried bound along with him Aristobulus and his children ; 
for he had two daughters, and as many sons ; the one of 
which ran away, but the younger, Antigonus, was carried to 
Rome, together with his sisters. 
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CHAP. V. 

Haw Scaurus made a league of mutual Assistmce with 
AretaSf and what Gabintus did in Judea^ after he had 
conquered Aleaander^ the Son of Aristobulus. 

§ 1. ScAiJRUs made now an expedition against Peirea, in 
Arabia, and set on fire all the places round about it, because 
of the great difficulty of access to it. And as his army was 

* Of thU destruction of Oadara here premipposed, and iu restoration by 
Pompey, tee the note on the War, B. i. ch* wii. mou 7- voL iii. 



CHAP. V. ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. * f85 

pinched by faroiney Antipater furnished him with corn out 
of Judea, and with whatever else he wanted* and this at the 
command of Hyrcanus. And when he was sent to Areta9» as 
an ambassador by Scaurus, because he bad lived with him 
formerly, he persuaded Aretas to give Scaurus a sum of moneTy 
to prevent the burning of his country ; and undertook to be 
hb surety for three hundred talents. So Scaurus, upon these 
terms, ceased to make war any loneer ; which was done as 
much at Scaurus's desire, as at the desire of Aretas. 

2. Some time after this, when Alexander, the son of Aris-r 
tobulus, made an incursion into Judea, Gabinius t^me from 
Rome to S^ria, as commander of the Roman forces. He did 
many considerable actions ; and particularly made war with 
Alexander, since Hyrcanus was not yet able to oppose his 
power, but was already attempting to rebuild the wall of 
Jerusalem, which Pompey had overthrown, althoagh the 
Romans, which were there, restrained him from that his de« 
sign. However, Alexander went over all the country round 
about, and armed many of the Jews, and suddenly got together 
ten thousand armed footmen, and fifteen hundred horsemen, 
and fortified Alexaadrium, a fortress near to Coreae and 
Macberus, near the mountains of Arabia. Gabinius therefore 
came upon him, having sent Marcus Antonius, with other 
commanders, before. These armed such Romans as followed 
them ; and, together with them, such Jew^as were subject to 
them, whose leaders were Pitholaus and Malichus, and they 
took with them also their friends that were with Antipater, 
and met Alexander, while Gabinius himself followed with his 
legion. Hereupon Alexander retired to the neighbourhood 
of Jerusalem, where they fell upon one another, and it came 
to a pitched battle, in which the Romans slew of their enemies 
about three thousand, and took a like number alive. 

8. At which time Gabinius came to Alexandrium, and 
invited those that were in it to deliver it up on certun condi* 
tions, and promised that then their former offences should be 
forgiven : but as a great number of the enemy had pitched 
their camp before the fortress, whom the Romans attacked, 
Marcus Antonius fought bravely, and slew a great nutnber, 
and seemed to come off with the greatest honour. So Gabi* 
nius left part of his army there, in order to take the place, 
and he himself went into other parts of Judea, and gave or« 
der to rebuild all the cities that he met with that had been 
demolished ; at which time were rebuilt Samaria, Ashdod, 
Scythopolis, Anthedon, Raphia, and Dora ; Marissa also, 
and Gaza, and not a few. olne^s besides. . And as the men 
acted according to Gabihius^s command, it came to pass, 
that at this time these cities were securely inhabited, which 
had been desolate for a long time. 
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4u When Ghibiniot had done drat ui tbe oontry, he re- 
tonied to Alexandriimi ; mad when he urged oo the mtge of 
the plaoe, Alexander teot an embassi^ to him, 
that he would paidoD his fonncr offcnees; healjo< 
op tbe fortresKs HTieania and Madicnn, and at last Alex- 
aDdriBn itself, which fortresses Gabinios dencAshed. But 
wheu Alexander's mother, who was of the sideof the Romans, 
as having her husband and other children at Rome, came to 
him, he grsnted her whatsoever she asked ; and when he had 
settled matters with her, he brought Hyrcanus to Jerusalem, 
and committed the care of the temple to him. And when he 
had ordained five councils, he distributed tbe nation into the 
same number of parU: so these councils governed the people ; 
the first was at Jerusalem, the second at (Sadra, the thira at 
Amathus, the fourth at Jesidio, and the fifth at SepphoriB^ in 
Galilee. So the Jews were now freed from motuuchie aodMK 
rity ; and were goremed by an aristocracy *. 






CHAP. VI. 



How Gabinius cau^i Jristobulus after he hadJUifixsim 
Rome^ and sent him back to Rome again : And haw the 
same Gabinius^ as he returned out of Egypt, avereams 
Alexander and the Nabateans in hatUe. 

§ 1. Now Aristobulus ran away from Rome to Judea, and 
set about the rebuilding of Alexandrium, which had been 
newly demolished : Hereupon Gabinius sent soldiers against 
him, and for their commanders Sisenna, and Antoiuus, and 
Servilius, in order to hinder him from getting possession of 
the country, and to take him again. And indeed many of 
the Jews ran to Aristobulus, on account of his former glory, 
as also because they should be glad of an innoration. Now, 
there was one Pitholaus, a lieutenant at Jerusalem, who de. 
serted to him with a thousand men, although a great number 
of those that came to him were unarmed ; and when Aria- 
tobulus had resolved to go to Macberus, he dismissed those 
people, because they were unarmed ; for they could not be 
useful to him in what actions he was going about ; but he 
took with him eight thousand that were armed, and marehed 
on t and as the Romans fell upon them severely, the Jews 
fought valiantly, but were beaten in the battle; and when 
they had fought with alacrity, b'Jt were overborne by tbe 
enemy, they were put to flight ; of whom were slain about 

* Dean Prideaux well observea^ *« thai iiotwithstandiii§p tke clamonr 
agtinit Gabinius at Rome, Joaephui gives him a laudable character, as if h# 
had acquitted himself with honour in the charge committed to him** [in 
Judea]. See at ihe jrear 55. 
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five thouMmd, and the rest being dispersed, tried, as well aa 
th^ were able, to save themselves. However, Aristobulos 
had with him still above a thousand, and with them he fled 
to Macherus, and fortified the place, and thoueh he had had 
ill success, he still had good lu^ of his afikirs : but when 
he had struggled against the riege for two days time, and had 
received many wounds, he was brought as a captive to 6aU« 
nius, with his son Antiffonus, who also fled with him ftom 
Rome. And this was the fortune of Aristobulus, who was 
sent back to Rome^ and was there retained in bonds, having 
been both king and hiffh-priest for three years and Ax 
months ; and was indeed an eminent person, and one of a 
great soul. However, the senate let his children go, upon 
Gabinius^s writing to them, that he had promised their mo- 
ther so much when she delivered up the fortresses to him ; 
and accordingly they then returned into Judea. 

ft. Now when Gabinius was making an expedition against 
the Parthians, and had already passed over Euphrates, he 
changed his mind, and resolved to return into Egypt, in 
order to restore Ptolemy to hb kingdom *. This hath also 
been related elsewhere. However, Antipater supplied his 
army, which he sent a^inst Archelaus with com, and wea. 
pons, and money* He also made those Jews, who were 
above Pelusium, nis friends and confederates, and had been 
the guardians of the passes that led into Egypt. But when 
he came back out of Egypt, he found Syria in disorder with 
seditions and troubles ; for Alexander the son of Aristobu- 
lus, having seized on the government a second time by force,, 
made many of the Jews revolt to him ; and so he marched 
over the country with a ereat.army, and slew all the Romana 
he could liffht upon, and proceeded to besiege the roountaiu 
called Genzzimi whither they had retreated. 

S. But when Gabinius found Syria in such a state, he 
sent Antipater, who was a prudent man, those that were 
seditious, to try whether he could cure them of their madness^ 
and persuade them to return to a better mind ; and when he 
came to them, he brought many of them to a second mind,^ 
and induced them to do what they ought to do ; but he could 
not restrain Alexander ; for he had an army of thirty thou-, 
sand Jews, and met Gabinius, and joining battle with him^ 
was beaten, and lost ten thousand of his men, about Mount 
Tabor. 

4. So Gabinius settled the afiairs which belonged to the 

* This history is bcf t illustrated by Dr. Hudson out of LiTy, who ssyt, 
'* That A, Oabiniuii the proconsul restored Ptolemy to his kingdom of Egypt, 
and ejected An'helaus, whom they had set up for king,** &c, 8ee Prid. at 
the Tears 64 and 65. 
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cicy Jerusalem, as was agreeable to Antipater's inclination, 
and went against the Nabateans, and overcame tbera in bat- 
tle. He also sent away in a friendlj manner Miihridaies 
and Orsanes, who were Parthian deserters, and came to bim, 
though the report went abroad that they had run away bom 
him. And wnen Gabinius had performed great and glori* 
oos actions in his management of the affSurs of war, be re- 
Uimed to Rome, and deliTered the goTemment to Crassus. 
Now Nioolaus of Damascus^ and Strabo of Cappadoda, 
both describe the expeditions of Pompey and Gabinius 
against the Jews ; while neither of them say any thing new 
which is not in the other. 
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CHAP. VII. 



How Crassus came into Judea^ andpiUaged ike Tewiple i 
' and then marched against the Parthlane^ and perished 
with his Army. Also how Cassiu$ obtained Syria, and 
put a Stop to the Parthians^ and then vent up to Jwdea. 

§ I. Now Crassu&i as be was going upon, bis expedition 
against the Parthians, came into Judea, and carried off the 
money that was in the temple, w hich Pompey had left, being 
two thousand talents ; and was disposed to spoil it of all the 
gold belonging to it, which was eight thousand talents. He 
also took a beam which was made of solid beaten gold, of 
the weight of three hundred minae ; each of which weighed 
two pounds and an half. It was the priest who was guar* 
dian of the sacred treasures, and whose name was Eleazar, 
that gave him this beam ; not out of a wicked design, for he 
was a good and a righteous man ; but being entrusted with 
the custody of the veils belonging to the temple, which were 
of admirable beauty and of very costly worKmanship, and 
hung down from this beam, when he saw that Crassus was 
busy in gathering money, and was in fear for the entire orna* 
ments of the temple, he gave him this beam of gold, as a ran- 
som for the whole ; but this not till he had given his oath that 
be would remove nothing else out of the temple, but be 
satbfied with this only which he should give him, being worth 
many ten thousand [shekel^]. Now, this beam was con- 
tained in a wooden beam that was hollow, but was known 
to no others, but Eleazar alone knew it. Yet did Crassus 
take away this beam, upon the condition of touching nothing 
else that belonged to the temple, and then brake his oath, 
and carried away all the gold that was in the temple. 

9. And let no one wonder thai there was so much wealth 
in our temp'* , 'inre all tlit- .^wn !hroiif:hcut the hahilahle 
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earth, and those that worshipped God, nay, even those of 
Asia and Europe, sent their contributions to it, and this from 
Tery ancient times. Nor is the largeness of these sums with- 
out its attestation ; nor is that greatness owing to our vanity, 
as raising it without ground to so great an height ; but there 
are many witnesses to it, and particularly Strabo of Cappa- 
docia, who says thus : *^ Mithridates sent to Cos, and took 
the money, which queen Cleopatra had deposited there, as 
also eight hundred talenis l)elonging to the Jews.^' Now, 
we have no public money but only what appertains to God ; 
and it is evident that the Asian Jews removed this' money 
out of fear of Mithridates ; for it is not probable that those 
of Judea, who had a strong city and temple, should send 
their money to Coss; nor is it likely that the Jews, who are 
« inhabitants of Alexandria, should do so neither, since they 
were in no fear of Mithridates. And Strabo himself bears 
witness to the same thing in another place ; that at the same 
time that Sylla passed over into Greece, in order to fight 
against Mithridates, he sent LucuUus to put an end to a se- 
dition that our nation, of whom the habitable earth is Tull-, 
had raised in Gyrene ; where he speaks thus t *^ There were 
four classes of men among those of Cyrene, that of citizens, 
that of husbandmen, the third of strangers, and the fourth of 
Jews. Now these Jews are already gotten into all the cities, 
and it is bard to find a place in the habitable earth that hath / 
not admitted this tribe of men, and is not possessed by them : 
and it hath come to pass that Egypt and Cyrene, as having 
the same governors, and a great number of other nations, 
imitate their way of living, and maintain great bodies of these 
Jews in a peculiar manner, and grow up to greater prospe- 
rity with them, and make use of the same laws with that na- 
tion also. Accordingly the Jews have places assigned them 
in Egypt, wherein they inhabit, besides what is peculiarly 
allotted to this nation at Alexandria, which is a targe part 
of that city. There is also an ethnarch allowed them, who 
governs the nation, and distributes justice to them, and taked 
care of their contracts, and of the laws to them belonging, 
as if he were the ruler of a free republic. In Egypt, there- 
fore, this nation is powerful, because the Jews were originally 
Egyptians, and because the land wherein they inhabit since 
they went thence is near to Egypt. They also removed into 
Cyrene, because that this land adjoined to the government of 
Egypt, as well as does Judea, or rather was formerly under 
the same government." And this is what Strabo says. 

3. So when Crassus had settled all things as he himself 
pleased, he marched into Parthia, where Ixith he himself and 
ail his army perished, as hath been related elsewhere. But 
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I!a83iu6t 9B be fled from Rome to Syria, took possession of it, 
aad was an impediment to the Parthians, who, hj reason of 
•their victory over Crassus, made incursions upon it: and at 
he came back to Tyre, he went up into Judea al9o, and fell 
upon Taricbese, and presently took it, and carried about 
thirty thousand Jews captives ; and slew Pithola^s, who sue- 
eaedad Aristobulus in his seditious practices ; and that by the 
wrsuasion of Antipater, who proved to have great interest 
ID him, and was at that time m great repute with the Idu- 
means dso: out of which nation he married a wife, who was 
the daughter of one of their eminent men, and her name was 
Cypros * ; by whom he had four sons, Phaaae], and Herod, 
woo was afterwards made king, and Joseph, and Pheroras ; 
and a daughter named SaUme. This Antipater cultivated 
aIso a friendship and mutual kindness with other potentates, 
iMit especially with the king of Arabia, to whom he com- 
mitted his children, while he foueht against Aristobulus. So 
Cassius remov^ his campt wd marched to Euphrates, to 
meet those that were coming to attack him ; as hath been re- 
lated by others. 

4. But some time afterward, Ccesar, when he had taken 
Borne, and after Pompey and the senate were fled bejrond the 
Ionian sea, freed Aristobulus from his bonds, and resolved to 
send him into Syria ; and delivered two lemons to him, that 
he might set matters right, as being a potent man in that 
country ; but Aristobulus had no enjoyment of what he hoped 
for from the power that was given him by Csesar ; for those of 
Pompey's party prevented it, and destroyed him by poison, 
and those of Caesar^s party buried him. His dead boay also 
lay for a good while embidmed in honey, till Antony after- 
ward sent it to Judea, and caused him to be buried in the 
royal sepulchre. But Scipio, upon Pompey's sending to 
him to slay Alexander, the son of Aristobulus, because the 
young man was accused of what offences he had been guilty 
of at first against the Romans, cul off his head ; and thus 
did he die at Antioch. But Ptolemy, the son of Menneus, 
who was the ruler of Cbalcis, under Mount Libanus, took 
his brethren to him, and sent his son Pbilippion to Askelon 
to Aristobulus^s wife, and desired her to send back with him 
her son Antigonus, and her daughters : the one of which, 
whose name was Alexandra^ Phuippion fell in love with* 
and married her ; though afterward his father Ptolemy slew 
him, and married Alexandra, and continued to take care of 
her brethren. 

* Dr. Hudson observm, that the name of this wife of Antipater*t in Jo<if. 
phiw WM Cppriu^ an an Hebrew termination, biit not Cyjnity the Greek namf 
for Venus, a^some critics were ready to correct it. 
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CHAP, VIII. 

The Jtw9 become Cottfederaies with Caviar uhen hejimgki 
against Egypt. The glorious Actions of Antipater^ and 
his Friendship with Cassar. TJte Honours which 0i€ 
Jews received Jrom the Romans and Athenians. 

8 1^ Now after Pompey was dead, and after that Yictory 
Cssar had gain^ over him, Antipater. who managed the 
Jewish afiairsy became verj useful to Caesar when he made 
war against Egypt, and that by the order of Hyrcanus : for 
when Mithridates of Pergamus was bringing his auxiliaries* 
and was not able to continue his march through Pelusium, 
but obliged to stay at Askelon, Antipater came to him, con- 
ducting three thousand of the Jews armed men : he had also 
taken care the principal men of the Arabians should come to 
his assistance ; and on his account it was that all the Syrians 
assisted him also, as not willing to appear behindhand in 
their alacrity for Caesar ; viz. Jamblicus the ruler, and Pto- 
lemy his son, and Tholomy the son of Sohemus, who dwelt 
at mount Libanus, and almost all the cities. So Mithridates 
marched out of Syria, and came to Pelusium ; and when its 
inhabitants would not admit him, he besieged the city. Now 
Antipater signaTized himself here, and was the first who 
plucked down a part of the wall, and so opened a way to the 
rest, whereby they might enter the city, and by this means 
Pelusium was taken : out it happened that the Egyptian 
Jews, who dwelt in the country called Onion, would not let 
Antipater and Mithridates, with their soldiers, pass to Caesar ; 
but Antipater persuaded them to come over to their party, 
because ne was of the same people with them ; ana that 
chiefly by showing them the epistles of Hyrcanus the hi^b- 
priest, wherein he exhorted them to cultivate friendship with 




Antipatei ^ 

they did as they were desired. And when the Jews about 
Memphis heard that these Jews were come over to Caesar, 
they also invited Mithridates to come to them ; so he came 
ana received them also^ into his army. 

2. And when Mithridates had gone over all Delta, as the 
place is called, he came to a pitched battle with the enemy, 
near the place called the Jewish Camp. Now Mithridates 
had the right wing, and Antipater the left ; and when it came 
to a fight, that wing where Mithridates was'gave way, and 
was likely to suffer extremely, unless Antipater had come 
running to him with his own soldiers along the shore, when 
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he had already beaten the enemy that opposed him ; so he 
delivered Mithridates, and put those Egyptians "who had 
been too hard for him to flight. He also took their camp, 
and continued in the pursuit of them. He also recalled 
Mithridates, who had been worsted, and was retired a great 
way off; of whose soldiers eight hundred fell, but of Anti- 
pater's fifty. So Mithridates sent an account of this battle 
to Caesar, and openly declared, that Antipater was the author 
1^ this victory, and of his own preservation, insomuch that 
Caraar commended Antipater then, and made use of him all 
the rest of that war in the most hazardous undertakings ; he 
happened also to be wounded in one of those engagements. 

D. However, when Caesar, after some time, had finished 
that war, and was sailed away for Syria, he honoured Antipa- 
ter greatly, and confirmed Hyrcanus in the high-priesthood ; 
and bestowed on Antipater the privilege of a citizen of Rome, 
and a freedom from taxes everywhere ; and it is reported by 
many, that Hyrcanus went along with Antipater in this ex- 
pedition, and came himself into Egypt. And Strabo of Cap- 
padocia bears witness to this, when he says thus, in the name 
of Asinius ; ** After Mithridates had invaded Egypt, and 
with him Hyrcanus the high-priest of the Jews." Nay, the 
same Strabo says thus again, in another place, in the name of 
Hypsicrates, that ^* Mithridates at first went out alone, but 
that Antipater, who had the care of the Jewish afiairs, was 
called by him to Askelon, and that he had gotten ready 
three thousand soldiers to go along with him, and encou- 
raged other governors of the country to go along with him 
also ; and that Hyrcanus the high-priest was also present in 
this expedition.'" This is what Strabo says. 

4. But Antigonus, the son of Aristol3ulus, cnme at this 
time to Caesar, and *^ lamented his fathcr^s fate ; and com- 
plained, that it was by Antipater's means that Aristobulus 
was taken off by poison, and his brother was beheaded by 
Scipio ; and desired that he would take pity of him who had 
been ejected out of that principality which was due to him.** 
He also accused Hyrcanus and Antipater as governing the 
nation by violence, and offering injuries to himself. Antipa- 
ter was present, and made his defence as to the accusations 
that wpre laid against him. He demonstrated, that *« Anti- 
gonus and his party were given to innovation, and were se- 
ditious persons. He also put Ca?sar in mind what difficult 
services he had undergone whcMi he assisted him in his wars, 
and discoursed about what he was a witness of himself. Hc! 
added, that Aristobulus was justly carried away to Home as 
one that was an enemy to the llim)nn.s and could ni!vcr be 
broi.iorht to be a friend to them ; and that his brotluM* liad no 
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more than he deserved from Scipio, as being seized in com* 
mitting robberies; and that this punishment was not in- 
flicted on him in a way of violence or injustice by him that 
did it." 

5. When Antipater had made this speech, Csssar appointed 
Uyrcanus to be high-priest ; and gare Antipater what prin- 
cipality he himself should choose, leaving the determination 
to himself: so he made him procurator of Judea. He also 
gave Uyrcanus leave to reuse up the walls of his own city, 
upon his asking that favour of him, for they had been demo- 
lished by Pompey. And this grant he sent to the consuls 
of Rome, to be engraven in the capitoi. The decree of 
the senate was this that follows : ** * Lucius Valerius, the son 
of Lucius the praetor, referred this to the senate, upon the 
ides of December, in the temple of Concord. There were 
present at the writing of this decree, Lucius Coponius, the 
son of Lucius of the CoUine tribe, and Papirius of the Qui- 
rine tribe, concerning the a£Fairs which Alexander the son of 
Jason, and Numenius the son of Antiochus, and Alexander 
the son of Dositheus, ambassadors of the Jews, ffood and 
worthy men, proposed ; who came to renew that league of 
good-will and friendship with the Romans which was m oe- 
ing before. They also brought a shield of gold, as a mark 
of confederacy, valued at fifty thousand pieces of gold ; and 
desired that letters might be given them,' directed both to the 
free cities and to the kings, that their country and their ha« 
vens might be at peace, and that no one among them might 
receive an injury. It therefore pleased [the senate] to make 
a league of friendship and good-will with them, and to be- 
stow on them whatsoever they stood in need of, and to ac- 
cept of the shield which was brought by them. This was 
done in the ninth year of Hyrcanus the high-priest and eth- 
narch, in the month Panemus." Hyrcanus also received 
honours from the people of Athens, as having been useful to 
them on many occasions. And when they wrote to him, 
ihey sent him this decree, as it here follows ; ** Under the 
prutaneia and priesthood of Dionysius, the son of Escula- 

* Take Dr. Hudaon'ii note upon this place, which I suppose to be the 
tnith : ^^ Here is some mistake in Joeephus ; for when he had promised a 
decree for the restoration of Jerusalem, he brings in a decree of far greater 
antiquity, and that a league of friendship and union only. One may easily 
believe that Josephus gave order for one thing, and his amanuensis per- 
formed another, by transposing decrees that concerned the Hyrcania, and as 
deluded bv the sameness of their names ; for that belongs to the JirH high- 
priest of this name [John Hyrcanus], which Josephus here ascribes to one 
that lived later [Hyrcanus, the son of Alexander Janneus]. However, the 
decree which he proposes to set down, follows a little lower, in the oolleo- 
tion of Roman decrees, that concerned the Jews, and.is that d^ted \vhen 
Cwsar was consul the fifth time.'* Sef chap. x. § 5. 

VOL. II. T 
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plus, on the fifth day of the latter part of the month Pane- 
sius, this decree of the Athenians was given to their com- 
manders, when Agathocles was archon, and Eucles, the son 
of Menander of Alimusia, was the scribe. In the month 
Munychion, on the eleventh day of the Prutaneia, a council 
of the presidents was held in the theatre. Dorotheus the 
high-priest^ and the fellow presidents with him, put it to the 
vote of the people. Dionysius, the son of Dionysius, gave 
the sentence : Sinc6 Hyrcanus, the son of Alexander, the 
Ugh-priest and ethnarch of the Jews, continues to bear 
good* will to our people in general, and to every one of our 
citizens in particular, and treats them with all sorts of kind- 
ness ; and when any of the Athenians come to him, either 
as ambassadors, or on any occasion of their own, he re- 
ceives them in an obliging manner, and sees that they arc 
conducted back in safety, of which we have had several for- 
mer testimonies ; it is now also decreed, at the report of 
Theodosius, the son of Theodorus, and upon his putting the 
people in mind of the virtue of this man, and that bis pur- 
pose is to do us all the good that is in his power, to honour 
him with a crown of gold, the usual reward according to the 
law, and to erect his statue in brass in the temple of Demus, 
and of the Graces ; and that this present of a crown shall be 
proclaimed publicly in the theatre, in the Dionysian shows 
and Eleuaoian, and Gymnical shows also; and that the 
commanders shall take care, while he continues in his friend- 
ship, and preserves his good-will to us, to return all possible 
honour and favour to the man for his affection and genero- 
sity ; that by this treatment it may appear how our people 
receive the good kindly, and repay them a suitable reward ; 
and he may be induced to proceed in his aflTection towards 
us, by the honours we have already paid him. That ambas- 
sadors be also chosen out of all the Athenians, who shall 
carry this decree to him, and desire him to accept of the 
honours we do him, and to endeavour always to be doing 
some good to our city.^ And this shall suffice us to have 
spoken as to the honours that were paid by the Romans and 
the people of Athens to Hyrcanus. 

CHAP. IX. 

How AniipcUer committed the Care of Galilee to Herody 
and thai of Jerusalem to Pha^adus : as alsoj how Herod, 
upon the Jews' Envy at Antipater, was accused hefbre 
Hyrcanus. 

§ 1. Now when Caesar had settled the affairs of Syria, he 
sailed away ; and as soon as Antipater had conducted Caesar 
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out of Syria, he returned to Judea. He then immediately 
raised up the wall whkh bad been thrown down by Pom- 

Eey ; and, by coming thither, he pacified that tumult which 
ad been in the country, and this by both threatening and 
advising them to be quiet ; for that, '' if they would be of 
Hyrcanus's side, they would live happily, and lead their Uvea 
without disturbance, in the enjoyment of their own posses- 
sions ; but if they were addicted to the hopes of what might 
come by innovation, and aimed to get wealth thereby, they 
should have him a severe master, instead of a gentle goven- 
nor, and Hyrcanus a tyrant instead of a king, and the Ro*- 
mans, together with Caesar, their bitter enemies, instead of 
rulers ; for that they would never bear him to be set aado 
whom they had appointed to govern.^ And when Antjp&- 
ter had said this to them^ he himself settled the affairs of thift 
country. 

^ And seeing that Hyrcanus was of a slow and slothful 
temper, he made Phasaelus, his eldest son, governor of Jeru« 
saiem, and of the places that were about it, but committed 
Galilee to Herod, his next son, who was then a very younff 
man, for he was but fifteen * years of age : but that youth 
of his was no impediment to him ; but as he was a youth of 
a great mind, he presently met with an opportunity of signa- 
lismg his courage ; for finding that there was onb Hezekias 
a captain of a band of robbers, who overran the neighbour- 
ing parts of Syria with a great troop of them, he seissed him 
and slew him, as well as a great number of the other rob- 
bers that were with him ; for which action he was greatly 
beloved by the Syrians ; for when they were very desirous to 
have their country freed from this nest of robbers, ha purged 
it of them : so they sung songs in his commendation, in their 
villages and cities, as having procured them peace, and the 
secure enjoyment of their possessions ; and on this account 
it was that he became known to Sextus Csraar, who was a 
relation of the great CsBsar\ and was now president of 
Syria« Now Phasaelus, Herod's brother, was moved with 
emulation at his actions, and envied the fame* he had therew 
by gotten, and became ambitious not to be behind-hand 
with him in deserving it; so he tnade the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem bear him the greatest good-will,' while he held 
the city himself, but did neither manage its affairs impro- 



"* Thote who will cuief\illy preierre the leveral oecasional mimbm 
diroDolqgical characters in the life and death of this Herod, and of hit ehil- 
dren, hewfter noted, will see, that twentp-Jhe years, and not Jf/ltafn, bhhs 
for certain have been here Josephus^s own mimber fortheag^of Bered, 
when he was made goremor of Galilee. See chap, zxiit | 6. an^ ch «> 
xziv. § 7) and particularly Antiq. B. zvii. chap. viii. g 1. toI. Bi* 
about 44 yean i^terwards Herod dies an old man at about 70. 

T 8 
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perly, nor abuse his authority therein. This conduct procu- 
red from the nation to.Antipater such respect as is due to 
kings, and such honours as he might partake of if he were an 
absolute lord of the country. Yet did not this splendour of 
his, as frequently happens, in the least diminish in him that 
kindness and fidelity which he owed to Hyrcanus. 

8. But now the principal men among the Jews, when they 
saw Antipater ana his sons grow so much in the good- will 
the nation bare to them, and in the revenues which they re- 
ceived out of Judea, and out of Hyrcanus's own wealth, they 
became ill disposed to him ; for indeed Antipater had con- 
tracted a friendship with the Roman emperors ; and when he 
had prevailed with Hyrcanus to send them money, he took 
it to nimself, and purloined the present intended, and sent it 
as if it were his own, and not Hyrcanus^s gift to them. 
Hyrcanus heard of this management, but took no care about 
it ; nay, he rather was very glad of it ; but the chief men of 
the Jews were therefore in fear, because they saw that Herod 
was a violent and bold man, and very desirous of acting ty- 
rannically ; so they came to Hyrcanus, and now accused 
Antipater openly, and said to him, ^* How long wilt thou be 
quiet under such actions as are now done ? Or dost thou not 
see that Antipater and his sons have already seized upon the 
government r and that- it is only the name of a king which is 
given thee ? But do not thou suffer these things to be hidden 
from thee ; nor do thou think to escape danger, by being so 
careless of thyself and of thy kingdom : for ioidpater and his 
sons are not now stewardsof thine affairs ; do not thou deceive 
thyself with such a notion ; they are evidently absolute lords ; 
for Herod, Antipater^s son, hath slain Hezekiah and those 
that were with him ; and hath thereby transgressed our law^ 
which hath forbidden to slay any man, even though he were 
a wicked man, unless he had been first condemned to suffer 
death by the sanhedrim * ; yet hath he been so insolent as ta 
do this, and end that without any authority from thee. 

4. Upon Hyrcanus^s hearing this, he complied with them-. 
The mothers also of those that had been slain by Herod rai^ 
ed his indignation; for these women continued every day in 
the temple, persuading the king and the people, that Herod 
might undergo a trial before the sanhcdnm for what he had 

* It is here worth our while to remark, that none could he put to death 
in Judea but by the approbation of the Jewish sanhedrim, there being an 
excellent provision in the law of Moses, that even in criminal causes, and 
particularly- where life was concerned, an appeal should lie, from the lesser 
councils of sei^n in the other dtiey, to the supreme council of seventy ^ne at 
Jerusalem. Akd this is exactly according to our Saviour's words, when he 
9ays, It could twt^ that a prophet should perish out of Jerusalem^ Luke 
xiii. 33. 
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done. Hyrcaniis was so moved by these complaints^ that he 
summonea Herod to oome to his trial, for what was charged 
upon him* Accordingly he came ; but his father had per- 
suaded faim to come not like a private roan, but with a guard, 
for the security of his person ; and that when he had settled 
the affairs of Galilee in the best manner he could for his own 
advantage, he should come to his trial, but still with a body 
of men sufficient for his security on his journey, yet so that 
he «hould not oome with so great force as mi^t look like 
terrifying Hyrcanus, but still such a one as might not expose 
him ni^Led and unguarded [to his enemie^. However^ 
Sextus Caesar, presiaent of Syria, wrote to Hyrcanus, and 
desired him to clear Herod, and dismiss him at his trial, and 
threalened him beforehand, if he did not do it. Which 
epistle of his was the occasion of Hyrcanus^s delivering Herod 
from suffering any harm from the sanhedrim, for he loved 
him as his own son. But when Herod stood before the 
sanhedrim, with his body of men about him, he affrighted 
them all, and no one of his former accusers durst after that 
bring any cliarge against him ; but there was a deep silence, 
and nobody knew what was to be done. When affairs stood 
thus, one whose name was Sameas *, a righteous man he was^ 
iind for that reason above all fear, who rose up and said ; ** O 

iou that are assessors with me, and O thou that art our king, 
neither have ever myself known such a case, nor do I sop- 
pose that any of you can name its parallel, that one who is 
called to take his trial by us ever stood in such a manner be* 
fore us ; but every one, whosoever he be, that comes to be 
tried by this sannedrim, presents himself in a submissive 
manner, and like one that is in fear of himself, and that eiK 
deavours to move us to compassion, with his hair dishevelled, 
and in a black and mourning garment; but this admirable man 
Herod, who is accused of murder, and called to answer so 
heavy an accusation, stands here clothed in purple, and with 
the hair of his head finely trimmed, and witn his armed men 
about him ; and if we shall condemn him by our law, he may 
slay us, and by overbearing justice may himself escape death. 
Yet do not I make this complaint against Herod himself; 
he is, to be sure, more concerned for himself than for the 
laws ; but my complaint is against yourselves, and your king, 
who gave him a licence so to do. However, take you no- 
tice, that God is great, and that this very man, whom you are 
going to absolve and dismiss, for the sake of Hyrcanus, will 
one day punish both you and your king himself alsb.^ Nor 
did Sameas mistake in any part of this prediction ; for whoi 

* This acconM, t» Rolnnd obs^i^fs, is confirmed by the Talmu^istii, vrho 
cftll this Sbbimis, SSimetm the tm f*f SfieUu^, 
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Herod had recdived the kingdom, he slew dl the members 
of this sanhedrim, and Hyrcanus himself also, excepting 
Sameas ; for he had a great honour for him on account of his 
righteousness, and because, when the citj was afterwards 
besieged by Herod and Sosius, he persuaded the people to 
admit Herod into it ; and told them, ** That for their sins 
they would not be able to escape his hands.^ Which things 
will be related by us in their proper places. 

5. But when Hyrcanus saw that the members of the san- 
hedrim were ready to pronounce the sentence of death upon 
H«rod, he put oH^ the trial to another day, and sent privately 
to Herod, and advised him to fly out of the city, for that by 
this means he might escape. So he retired to Damascus, as 
though he fled from the Icing : and when he had been with 
Sextus Cassar, and had put his own affairs in a sure posture, 
he resolved to do thus, that in case he were again summoned 
before the sanhedrim to take his trial, he would not obey that 
summons. Hereupon the members of the sanhedrim had 
great indignation at this posture of affairs, and endeavoured 
to persuade Hyrcanus, chat all these things were against him. 
Which^state of matters he was not ignorant of; but his tem- 
per was so unmanly, and so foolish, that he was able, to do 
nothing at all. But when Sextus had made Herod general 
of the army of Celesyria, for he sold him that post for money, 
Hyrcanus was in fear lest Herod should make war upon him ; 
nor was the eff*ect of what he feared long in commg upon 
him ; for Herod came, and brought an army along with him, 
to fight with Hyrcanus, as being angry at the trial he had 
been summoned to undem> before the sanhedrim : but his 
father Antipater, and his brother [Phasaelus], met him, and 
hindered him from assaulting Jerusalem. They also paci- 
fied his vehement temper, and persuaded him to do no overt 
action ; but only to affright them with threatenings, and to 

Eroceed no farther i^inst one who had given htm the dignity 
e bad : they also desired him not only to be angry that he 
was summoned and obliged to come to his trial, but to re- 
member withal, how he was dismissed without condemnation, 
and how he ought to give Hyrcanus thanks for the same ; and 
that he was not to regard only what was disagreeable to him, 
and be unthankful for his deliverance. So they desired him to 
consider, that since it is God that turns the scales of war, 
there is great uncertainty in the issue of battles, and that 
therefore he ought not to expect the victory, when he should 
fight with his king,, and him that had supported him» and 
bestowed many benefits upon him, and had done nothing 
itself very severe to him ; for that his accusation, which was 
derived from evil counsellors, and not from hiaoself, had 
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rather the suspicion of tome seyeritj, than any thing realtj 
severe in it. Herod was persuaded by these arguments) and 
believed that it was sufficient for his future 'hopes to have 
made a show of his strength before the nation, and done no 
more to it : and in this were the affairs of Judea at this time. 
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CHAP. X, 

The Honours that were paid the Jews-; and the Leagues that 
were made by the Romans and other Nations wm them. 

§ 1. Now when Caesar was come to Rome, he was ready 
to sail into Africa to fight against Scipio and Catoi when 
Hyrcanus sent ambassadors to Iiim, and oy them desired that 
he would ratify that league of friendship and mutual alliance 
which was between them. And it seems to me to be neces- 
sary here to give an account of all the honours that the 
Romans and their emperors paid to our nation, and of the 
leagues of mutual assistance they have made with it ; that all 
the rest of mankind may know what regard the kings of Asia 
and Europe have had to us, and that they have been abun- 
dantly satisfied of our courage and fidelity ; for, whereas 
many will not believe what hath been written about us by 
the Persians and Macedonians, because those writings are 
not every where to be met with, nor do lie in public places^ 
but among us ourselves, and certain other barbarous nations ; 
while there is no contradiction to be made against the decrees 
of the Romans, for they are laid up in the public places of 
the cities, and are extant still in the capitol, and engraven 
upon pillars of brass ; nay, besides this, Julius Caesar made 
a pillar of brass for the Jews at Alexandria, and declared 
publicly that they were citizens of Alexandria. Out of these 
evidences will I demonstrate what I say ; and will now set 
down the decrees made both by the senate, and by Julius 
Caesar, which relate to Hyrcanus and to our nation. 

2. ** Caius JuliusCaesar, impcrator, and high-priest, and die 
tator the second time, to the magistrates, senate, and people 
of Sidon, scndeth greeting : If you be in health it is well ; I 
also and the army are well. I have sent you a copy of that 
decree, registered on the tables, which concerns Hyrcanus, 
the son of Alexander, the high-priest and ethnarch of the 
Jews, that it may be laid up among the public records ; and 
I will that it be openly proposed in a table of brass, both in 
Greek and in Latin. It is as follows : I Julius Caesar, impe- 
rator the second time, and high-priest, have made this decree, 
with the approbation of the senate ; whereas Hyrcanus, the 
son of Alexander the Jew, hath demonstrated his fidelity and 
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diligence about our affairs ; and this both now and in former 
times, both in peace and in war ; as many of our generals have 
borne witness : and came to our assistance in the last * Alex- 
andrian war with fifteen hundred soldiers ; and when he was 
sent by me to Mithridates, showed himself superior in valour 
to all the rest of that army : for these reasons I will, that 
Hyrcanus, the son of Alexander, and his children, be eth- 
narchsof the Jews, and have the high-priesthood of the Jews 
for ever, according to the customs of their forefathers, and 
that he and his sons be our confederates ; and that, besides 
this, eveiy one of them be reckoned amon? our particular 
friends. I also ordain, that he and his chiloren retain what- 
soever privileges belong to the office of high-priest, or what- 
soever favours have b^n hitherto granted them. And if at 
any time hereafter there arise any questions, about the Jewish 
customs, I will that he determine the same. And I think it 
not proper that they should be obliged lo find us winter-quar- 
ters, or that any money should be required of them."* 

8. ^* The decrees of Caius Caesar, consul, containing what 
hath been granted and determined, are as follows; that 
Hyrcanus and his children bear rule over the nation of the 
Jews, and have the profits of the places to them bequeathed ; 
and that he, as himself the high-priest and ethnarch of the 
Jews, defend those that are injured. And that ambassadors 
be sent to Hyrcanus the son of Alexander, the high-priest of 
the Jews, that may discourse with him about a league of 
friendship and mutual assistance ; and that a table of brass, 
contmning the premises, be openly proposed in the capitol, 
and at Sidon, and Tyre, and Askelon, and in the temple, en- 
graven in Roman and Greek letters ; that this decree may 
also be communicated to the qucstors and pretors of the seve« 
ral cities, and to the friends of the Jews ; and that the am- 
bassadors may have presents made them, and that these de- 
crees be sent every where.*' 

4. <* Caius Caesar, imperator, dictator, consul, hath granted, 
that out of regard to the honour, and virtue, and kindness of 
the man, and for the advantage of the senate and of the peo- 
ple of Rome, Hyrcanus, the son of Alexander* both he and 
nis children be high-priests and priests of Jerusalem, and of 
the Jewish nation, by the same right, and according to the 
same laws, by which their progenitors have held the priest- 
hood.*' 

* That Hyrcanus wasi himself in 'Efirypt, along with Antipater, at this 
time, to whom accordingly the bold and pni<{ent actions of his deputy 
Antipater are here ascribed,, as this decree of Julius Caesar supposes, we are 
farther assured by the testiinouy of Strabo, already produced by Josephu^, 
ch^p. viii. sect. 8. 
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5. ^* Caius Caesar^ consul the fifth time, hath decreed, that 
the Jews shall possess Jerusalem, and may encompass that 
city with walls ; and that Hyrcanus, the son of Alexander, 
the high-priest and ethnarch of the Jews, retain it in the 
manner he himself pleases ; and that the Jews be allowed to 
deduct out of their tribute every second year the land is let 
[in the Sabbatic period] a corns of that tribute ; and that the 
tribute they pay oe not let to farm, nor that they pay always 
the same tribute.^ 

6. ^' Caius Caesar, imperator the second time, hath ordain- 
ed, that all the country of the Jews, excepting Joppa, do 
pay a tribute yearly for the city Jerusalem, excepting the 
seventh, which they call the Sabbatical year, because thereon 
they neither receive the fruits of their trees, nor do they sow 
theu: land ; and that they pay their tribute in Sidon on the 
second year [of that Sabbatical period], the fourth part of 
what was sown ; and besides this, they are to pay the same 
tithes to Hyrcanus and his sons, which they paid to their 
forefathers. And that no one, neither president, nor lieute* 
nant, nor ambassador, raise auxiliaries within the bounds of 
Judea, nor my soldiers exact money of them for winter quar- 
ters, or under any other pretence, but that they be free from 
all sorts of injuries : and that whatsoever they shall hereafter 
blive, and are in {fossession of, or have bought, they shall re- 
tain them all. It is also our pleasure^ that the city Joppa» 
which the Jews had originally, when they made a league of 
friendship with the Romans, shall belong to them, as it for- 
merly dia ; and that Hyrcanus, the son of Alexander, and his 
sons, have as tribute of that city from those that occupy the 
land for the country, and for what they export every year to 
Sidon, twenty thousand six hundred and seventy-five modii 
every year ; the seventh year, which they call the Sabbatic 
year, excepted, whereon they neither plough, nor receive the 
product of their trees. It is also the pleasure of the senate, 
that as to the villages which are in the great plain, which 
Hyrcanus and his forefathers formerly possessed, HvrcaniiB 
and the Jews have them with the same privileges with which 
they formerly had them also ; and that tne same original ordi- 
nances remam still in force, which concern the Jews, with 
regard to their high-priests; and that they enjoy the same 
benefits which they have had formerly by the concession of 
the people and of the senate : and let them enjoy the lik^ 
privileges in Lydda. It is the pleasure also of the senate, 
that Hyrcanus tlie ethnarch, and the Jews, retain those 
places, countries, and villages, which belong' to the kings of 
Syria and Phenicia, the confederates of the Romans, and 
ivhich they had bestowed on them as their free gifts. It is 
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also granted to Hyrcanus, and to his sons, and to the ambas- 
sadors by them sent to us, that in the fights between single 
gladiators, and in those with beasts^ they alt sit among the 
senators to see those shows ; and that when they desire an 
audience, they shall be introduced to the senate by the dic- 
tator, or by the general of the horse ; and when they have 
introduced them, their answers shall be returned them in ten 
days at the farthest, after the decree of the senate is made 
about their affairs." 

7. '* Caius Caesar, imperator, dictator the fourth time, and 
consul the fifth time, declared to be perpetual dictator, made 
this speech concerning the rights and privileges of Hyrcanua 
the son of Alexander, the high-priest and ethnarch of the 
Jews. Since those imperators * that have been in the proi- 
vinces before me, have borne witness to Hyrcanus, the high- 
priest of the Jews, and to the Jews themselves, and this before 
the senate and people of Rome, when the people and senate 
returned their thanks to them, it is good that we also now 
remember the same, and provide that a requital be made to 
Hyrcanus, to the nation of the Jews, and to the sons of Hyr« 
canus, by the senate and people of Rome ; and that suitably 
to the good-will they have shewn us, and to the benefits they 
have bestowed upon us." 

8. ** Julius Caius, pretor, [consul] of Rome, to the magi- 
strates, senate, and people of the Parians, sendeth greeting : 
the Jews of Delos, and some other Jews that sojourn there, 
in the presence of your ambassadors, signified to us, that by a 
decree of yours, you forbid them to make use of the customs 
of their forefathers, and their way of sacred worship. Now 
it does not please me, that such decrees should be made 
against our friends and confederates, whereby they are for- 
bidden to live according to their own customs, or to brinff in 
contributions for common suppers and holy festivals ; while 
they are not forbidden so to ao even at Rome itself; for even 
Caius Caesar, our imperator and consul, in that decree wherein 
he fDrbade the Bacchanal rioters to meet in the city, did yet 
permit these Jews, and these only, both to bring in their con- 
tributions, and to make their common suppers. Accordingly, 
when I forbid other Bacchanal rioters, I permit these Jews to 
gather themselves together, according to the customs and laws 
c^ their forefathers, and to persist therein. It will be there- 
fore good for you, that if you have made any decree against 

* Dr. Hudson justly mpposes, that these Roman imperators, or generals 
of armies, meant both here and sect. 2, who gave testimony to Hyrcanus*B 
and the Jews* faithfulness and good-will to the Romans, before the senate 
and people of Rome, were principally Pompey, Scaurui, and Oabinius ; of 
all whom Josephus had already given us the history, so far as the Jews were 
concerned with them. 
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these our friends and confederates^ to abrogate the same, by 
reason of their virtue, and kind disposition towards us.^ 

9. Nov, after Caius was slain, when Marcus Anlonius, and 
Publius Dolabella, were consuls, they both assembled the 
senate, and introduced Hyrcanus'iB amoassadors into it, and 
discoursed of what they desired, and made a league of friend* 
ship with them. The senate also decreed to f^ant them all 
they desired. I add the decree itself, that those who read 
the present work may have ready by them a demonstration 
of the truth of what we say. The decree was this : 

10. ** The decree of the senate, copied out of the treasury, 
from the public tables belonging to the questors, when 
Quintus Rutilius and Caius Cornelius were questors, and 
taken out of the second table of the first class, on the third 
day before the ides of April, in the temple of Concord. 
There were present at the writing of this decree, Lucius 
Calpurnius Piso of the Menenian tribe, Servius Papinius 
Potitusof the Lemonian tribe, Caius Caninus Reblius of the 
Tarentine tribe, Publius Tidetius, Lucius Apulinus the son 
of Lucius, of the Sergian tribe. Flavins the son of Lucius, of 
the Lemonian tribe, Publius Platius the son of Publiu«, of 
the Papyrian tribe, Marcus Acilius, the son of Marcus, of the 
Mecian tribe, Lucius Erucius the son of Lucius, of the 
Stellatine tribe, Marcus Quintius Plancillus the son of 
Marcus, of the Pollian tribe, and Publius Serins. Publius 
Dolabella, and Marcus Antonius, the consuls, made this re- 
ference to the senate, that as to those things which, by the 
decree of the senate, Caius Canar had adjudged about the 
Jews, and yet had not hitherto that decree been brought into 
the treasury, it is our will, as it is also the desire of Publius 
Dolabella, and Marcus Antonius, our consuls, to have these 
decrees put into the public tables, and brought to the city 

auestors, that they may take care to have them put up>on the 
ouble tables. This was done before the fifth of the ides of 
February, in the temple of Concord. Now the ambassadors 
from Hyrcanus the high-priest were these, Lysimachus the 
son of Pau.sanias, Alexander the son of Theodorus, Patroclus 
the son of Chereas, and Jonathan the son of Onias.'* 

11. Hyrcanus sent also one of these ambassadors to Do- 
labella, who was then the prefect of Asia, and desired him to 
dismiss the Jews from mUitary services, and to preserve to 
them the customs of their forefathers, and to permit them to 
Kve according to them. And when Dolabella had received 
Hyrcanus's letter, without any farther deliberation, he sent 
an emstle to all the Asiatics, and particularly to the city <^ 
the JBphesians, the metropolis of Asia, about the Jews : a 
copy of whid) epistle here follows : 
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12. *' When Arteikion was prytanis, on the first day of the 
month Leneoo, Dolabella, imperator, to the senate, and ma- 
gistrates, and people of the Ephesians, sendeth greeting : 
Alexander the son of Theodorus, the ambassador of Hyrco* 
nus, the son of Alexander the hi^-priest and ethnarch of the 
Jews, appeared before me, to shew uiat his countrymen could 
not go into their armies, because they are not allowed to bear 
arms, or to travel, on the Sabbath days, nor there to procure 
themselves those sorts of food which they have been used to 
eat from the times of their forefathers ; I do therefore grant 
th«n a freedom from going into the army, as the former 
prefects have done, and permit them to use the customs of 
their forefathers, in assembling together for sacred and reli- 

E'ous purposes, as their law requires, and for collecting ob- 
tions necessary for sacrifices: and my will is, that you 
write thbto the several cities under your jurisdiction." 
. 18. And these were the concessions that Dolabella made 
Co our nation, when Hyrcanus made an embassage to him. 
But' Lucius the consul's decree ran thus : ** I have at my tri- 
bunal set these Jews, who are dtizens of Rome, and follow 
the Jewish religious rites, and yet live at Ephesus, free from 
going into the army, on account of the superstition they are 
under. This was done before the twelfth of the calends of 
October, when Lucius Lentulus, and Cmus Marcellus, were 
consuls, in the presence of Titus Appius Balgus^ the son of 
Titus, and lieutenant of the Horatian tribe, of Titus Ton- 
gius the son of Titus, of the Crustamine tribe, of Quintus 
Hesius the son of Quintus, of Titus Pompeius Longinus the 
son of Titus, of Caius Servilius the son of Caius, of the 
Tarentine tribe, of Bracchus the military tribune^ of Pub* 
lius Lucius Gallus the son of Publius, of the Veturian tribe, 
of Caius Sentius the son of Caius, of the Sabbatine tribe, of 
Titus Artilius Bulbus the son of Titus, lieutenant and vice* 
pretor, to the magistrates, senate, and people of the Ephesians, 
sendeth greeting: Lucius Lentulus, the consul, freed the 
Jews that are in Asia from going into the armies, at my in*- 
tercession for them. And when I had mode the same petition 
some time afterward to Phanius, the imperator, and to Lucius 
Antonius, the vice-questor, I obtained that privilege of them 
also ; and my will is, that you take care that no one give them 
any disturbance.*" 

14, The decree of the Delians. " The answer of the 
pretorsy when Beotus was archon, on the twentieth day of 
the month Thargeleon. While Marcus Piso the lieutenant 
lived in our city, who was also appointed over the choice of 
the soldiers, he called us, and many others of the citizens, and 
f^ave ordtT, that if there be here any Jews, who are Boman 
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citizens, no one is to give them any disturbance about goinff 
into the army« because Cornelius Lentulus, the consul, freed 
the Jews from going into the army, on account of the super- 
stition they ate under ; you are therefore obliged to submit to 
the pretor/' And the like decree was made by the Sardians 
about us also. 

15. " Caius Phanius, the son of Caius, imperator and con^. 
sul, to the magistrates of Cos, sendeth erecting : I would 
have you know that the ambassadors of the Jews have been 
with me, and desired they might have those decrees which 
the senate had made about them ; which decrees are here sub- 
joined. My will is, that you have a regard to, and cake care 
of these men, according to the senate^s decree, that they may 
be safely conveyed home through your country.*' 

16. The declaration of Lucius Lentulus, the consul : ^* I 
have dismissed those Jews who are Roman citizens, and who 
apjpear to me to halve their religious rites, and to observe the 
laws of the Jews at Ephesus, on account of the superstition 
they are under. This act was done before the thirteenth of 
the calends of October.'*^ 

17. *^ Lucius Antonius, the son of Marcus, vice-questor, 
and vice-pretor, to the magistrates, senate, and people of 
the Sardians, sendeth greeting: those Jews that are our fellow- 
citizens of Rome, came to me, and demonstrated that they 
had an assembly of their own, according to the laws of their 
forefathers ; and this from the beginning ; as also a place of 
their own, wherein they determined their suits and contro- 
versies with one another : upon their petition therefore to 
roe, that these might be lawful for them, I gave order that 
these their privileges be preserved, and they be permitted to 
do accordingly .*" 

18. The declaration of Marcus Publius, the son of Spurius, 
and of Marcus the son of Marcus, and of Lucius the son of 
Publius : ** We went to the proconsul, and informed him of 
what Doaitheus, the son of Cleopatrida of Alexandria, de- 
sired, that, if he thought good, he would dismiss those Jews 
who were Roman citizens, and were wont to observe the rites 
of the Jewish religion, on account of the superstition they 
were under. Accordingly he did dismiss them. This was 
done before the thirteenth of the calends of October.'" 

19' *^ In the month Quintilis, when Lucius Lentulus and 
Caius Marcellus were consuls ; and there were present Titus 
Appius Balbus, the son of 'Fitus, lieutenant of the Horatian 
tribe, Titus Tongius, of the Crastumine tribe, Quintus Resius 
the son of Quintus, Titus Pompeius the son of Titus, Corne- 
lius Longinus, Caius Servilius Bracchiis the son of Caius, a 
military, tribune, of the Tjaremine tribe, .Publius Clusuus 
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GkJlui the ion of Publius, of the Vetuiian tribe, Cuut Teu- 
tius the son of Caius, a militarj' tribune of the Emilian tribe, 
Sextns Atilius Serranus the son of Sextus, of the Esquiline 
tribe, Caius Pompeius the son of Caius, of the Sabbatine 
tribe, Titus Appius Menander the son of Titns, Publius Ser- 
vilius Strabo the son of Publius, Lucius Paccius Capito the 
son of Lucius, of the CoIIine tribe, Aulus Furius Tertius the 
son of Aulus, and Appius Menas. In the presence of these 
it was that Lentulus pronounced this decree : I have before 
the tribunal dismissed those Jews that are Roman citizens, 
and are accustomed to observe the sacred rites of the Jews at 
Ephesus, on account of the superstition they are under.*^ 

20. ** The magistrates of the Laodiceans to Caius Rubilius, 
the son of Caius the consul, sendeth greeting: Sopater, the 
ambassador of Hyrcanus the high-priest, hath delivered us an 
epistle from thee, whereby he lets us know, that certain am- 
bassadors were come from Hyrcanus, the high-priest of the 
Jews, and brought an epistle written concerning th^r nation ; 
wherein they desire that the Jews may be allowed to observe 
their Sabbaths, and other sacred rites, according to the laws 
of their forefalhera; and that they may be under no command ; 
because they are our friends and confederates, and tbatnobodv 
may injure them in our provinces. Now, although the Tral- 
lians there present contradicted them, and were not pleased 
with these aecrees, yet didst thou give order that they should 
be observed, and informedst us that thou hast been denred to 
write this to us about them. We therefore, in obedience to 
the injunctions we have received from thee, have received the 
epistle which thou sentest us, and have laid it up by itself 
among the public records. And as to the other things about 
which thou didst send to us, we will take care that no com- 
plaint be made against us.^ 

31. ** Publius Servilius the son of Publius, of the Galban 
tribe, the proconsul, to the magistrate, senate, and people of 
the Milesians, sendeth greeting : Prytanis, the son of Hermes, 
a citizen of yours, came to me when I was at Tralles, and 
held a court there, and informed me that you used the Jews 
in a way different from my opinion, and forbade them to 
celebrate their Sabbaths, and to perform the sacred rites 
received from their forefathers, and to manage the fruits of 
the land according to their ancient custom, and that he bad 
himself been the promulger of your decree, according as your 
laws require : I would therefore have you know, tnat upon 
bearing the pleadings on both sides, I gave sentence that the 
Jews shoula not l^ prohibited to make use of their own 
customs.^ 

522. The decree of those ct Pergamus. When Cratippus 
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was pryuuis, on the first day of the month Desius, the decree 
of the pretors was this : *' Since the Romans, following the 
conduct of their ancestors, undertake dangers for the common 
safety of ail mankind, and are ambitious to settle their confe- 
derates and friends in happiness, and in firm peace ; and unce 
the nation of the Jews, and their high-priest Hyrcanus, sent 
as ambassadors to them, Strato the son of Theodatus, and 
Apollonius the son of Alexander, and Eneas the son of Anti- 
pater, and Aristobulus the son of Amyntas, and Sosipater the 
son of Philip, worthy and good men, who gave a particular 
account of their afiairs ; the senate thereupon made a decree 
about what they bad desired of them, that Antiochus the king, 
the son of Antiochus, should do no injury to the Jews, the 
confederates of the Romans ; and that the fortresses, and the 
havens, and the country, and whatsoever else he had taken 
from them, should be restored to them ; and that it may be 
lawful for them to export their goods out of their own havens ; 
and that no king nor people may have leave to export any 
goods, either out of the country of Judea, or out of their 
havens, without paying customs, but only Ptolemy the king 
of Alexandria, because he is our confederate and friend ; and 
that, according to their desire, the garrison that is in Joppa 
may be ejected. Now Lucius Pettius, one of our senator^ 
a worthy and good man, gave order that we should take care 
that these things should be done according to the senators 
decree ; and that we should take care also that their ambassa- 
dors might return home in safety. Accordingly we admitted 
Theodorus into our senate and assembly, and took the epistle 
out of his hands, as well as the decree of the senate ; and as 
he discoursed with great zeal about the Jews, and described 
Hyrcanus's virtue and generosity^ and how he was a bene- 
factor, to all men in common, and particularly to every body 
that comes to him, we laid up the epistle in our public re- 
cords ; and made a decree ourselves, that since we also are in 
confederacy with the Romans, we would do every thing we 
could for the Jews, according to the senate^s decree. Theo- 
dorus also, who brought the epbtle, desired of our pretors, 
that they would send Hyrcanus a copy of that decree, as also 
ambassadors to ngnify to him the affection of our people to 
him, and to exhort them to preserve and augment their friend- 
ship for us, and be ready to bestow other benefits upon us, 
as justly expecting to recdye proper requitals from us ; and 
desiring them to remember that our ancestors * were friendly 

* We hare hen a moft nmariuble and anthentio atteitatioii of tliA dti- 
leni of Peiigamua, that Abraham Wiethe fatlier of aU the Hetoewt; ihattheir 
own aaoetton were, in the oldest times, the friends of those Hehrews ; and 
that the pfoblic acts of their dty, then extant, oonBrmed the same ; which evi- 
dence is too strong to be evaded by our present ignorance of the particvUar oc- 
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to the Jevrs even in the days of Abraham, who was the father 
of all the Hebrews, as we have [also] found it set down in 
our public reccnrds.^ 

Sd. The decree of those of Halicamassus. When Memnon 
the son of Orestidas, by descent, but by adoption of Euno- 
nymus, was priest, on the *** day of the month of Aristerion, 
the decree of the people, upon the representation of Marcus 
Alexander, was this : ** Since we have ever a great r^ard to 
piety towards God, and to holiness ; and since we aim to fol- 
low the people of the Romans, who are the benefactors of 
all men, and what they have written to us about a league of 
friendship and mutual assistance between the Jews and our 
city, and that their sacred offices, and accustomed festivals 
and assemblies, may be observed by them ; we have decreed^ 
that as many men and women of the Jews as are willing so 
to do, may celebrate their Sabbaths, and perform their holy 
offices, according to the Jewish laws ; and may make their 
proseuchae at the sea-side, according to the customs of their 
forefathers ; and if any one, whether he be a magistrate or 
private person, hindereth them from so doing, he shall be 
liable to a fine, to be applied to the uses of the dty." 

24. The decree of the Sardians. This decree was made 
by the senaXe and the people, upon the representation of the 
pretors : ** Whereas those Jews who are our fellow-citizens, 
and live with us in this city, have ever had great bepefits 
heaped upon them by the people, and have come now into 
the senate, and desired of the people, that upon the restitu* 
tion of their law, and their liberty, by the senate and people 
of Rome, they may assemble together according to their 
andent legal custom ; and that we will not bring any suit 
against them about it ; and that a place may be given tliem 
where they may have their congregations, with their wives 
and children, and may ofier, as did their forefathers, their 
prayers and sacrifices to God : now the senate and people 
have decreed to permit them to assemble together on the 
days formerly appointed, and to act according to their own 
laws ; and that such a place be set apart for them by the 
pretors for the <building and inhabiting the same, as they 
shall esteem fit for that purpose ; and that those that take care 

canon of inch ancient friendship and alliance between those people. See the 
like full eridence of the kindred of the Lacedemonians and the Jews ; and that 
because they were both the posterity of Abraham, by a public epistle of these 
people to the Jews, preserveid in the Arst l>ook of the Maccabees, xii. 19—23, 
and thence by Josephus, Antiq. B. xii. ch. iv. sect. 10, l>oth which authentic 
records are highly valuable. Jt is also well worthy of obsenration, what Moses 
Choionensis, the principal Armenian historian, informs us oU p- 83, that Ar- 
saces, who nused the Parthian Empire, was of the seed of Abraham by Ketu- 
rah; and that thereby was accompHiihed that prediction which said, kirt^^ 
f¥UiQiu MhaU procted fnm thee^ Gen. xvii. 6. 
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of the provisions for the city, shall take care that such sorts 
of food as they esteem fit for their eating, may be imported 
into the city.*" 

25. The decree of the Ephesians. When Menophilus was 
prytanis, on the first day of the month Artemisius, this decree 
was made by the people : ^^ Nicanor the son of Euphemus, 
pronounced it, upon the representation of the pretors. Since 
the Jews that dwell in this city have petitionod Marcus Julius 
Pompeius, the son of Brutus, the proconsul, that they may 
be allowed to observe their Sabbaths, and to act in all 
things according to the customs of their forefathers, without 
impediment from any body, the pretor hath granted their 
petition. Accordinnrly, it was decreed by the senate and 
people, that in this affair that concerned the Romans, no one 
of them should be hindered from keeping the Sabbath-day, 
nor be fined for so doing, but that they be allowed to do all 
things according to their own laws." 

26. Now there are many such decrees * of the senate and 
imperators of the Romans, and these different from those be« 
fore us, which have been made in favour of Hyrcanus, and 
of our nation ; as also, there have been more decrees of the 
cities, and rescripts of the pretors, to such epistles as con- 
cerned our rights and privileges : and certainly such as are 
not ill-disposed to what we write, may believe that they are 
all to this purpose, and that by the specimens which we have 
inserted ; for since we have produced evident marks that may 
still be seen, of the friendship we have had with the Romans, 
and demonstrated that those marks are engraven upon co- 
lumns and tables of brass in the capitol, that are still in being, 
and preserved to this day, we have omitted to set them all 
down, as needless and disagreeable ; for I cannot suppose 
any one so pen'ersc as not to believe the friendship we have 
had with the Romans, while they have demonstrated the 
same by such a great number of their decrees relating to us ; 
nor will they doubc of our fidelity as to the rest of those 
decrees, since we have showed the same in those we have 
produced. And thus have we sufficiently explmned that 
friendship and confederacy wc at those times had with the 
Romans. 

* If we compare Jutephiu*s promise in tect. 1. to produce eUi the public de« 
creet of the Romans in favour of the Jen's, with his excuse here for omitting 
nump of them, we may observe, that when he came to transcribe all those de- 
crees he had collected, he found them so numerous, that he thought he should 
too much tire his readers if he had attempted it, which ha thought a suffident 
apology for his omitting tlie rest of them ; yet do those by him produced afford 
such a strong confirmation to his history, and give such great light to even the 
Roman antiqinities themselves, that 1 believe the curious are not a little sorry 
for such his omissions. 

VOL. II. U 
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CHAP. XI. 

How Marcui * tueceeded Sextma when he had keen sidin by 
Bassu^s Tretuihery ; and haw^ after the Death cfCeseair^ 
CassUti came ifUoSjfriOf and disiressedJwdea; asaUo^how 
MaUchue slew AnHpaier^ and was himself slain by Herod. 

§ 1. Now it 8o fell outy that about this very time the affairs 
of Syria were in great disorder, and this on the occasion 
followbg : Cecilius Bassus, one of Pompey^s party, laid a 
treacherous de^gn against Sextus Csesar, and slew nim, and 
then took the army, and got the management of public affairs 
into his own hand ; so there arose a great war about Apamia, 
while Canards generals came against him with an army of 
horsemen and footmen : to these Antipater also sent succoursy 
and his sons with them, as calling to mind the kindnesses 
they had received from Caesar, and on that account he thought 
it but just to require punishment for him, and to take ven* 
geance on the man thai had murdered him. And as the war 
was drawn out into great length, Marcus came from Rome 
to take Sextus^sjTOvemment upon him, but CsBsar was slain 
by Cassius and Brutus in the senate-house, after he had re^ 
Uuned the government three years and sis months. This 
fact, however, is related elsewhere. 

2. As the war that arose upon the death of Caesar was now 
begun, and the principal men were all sone, some one way 
and some another, to raise armies, Cassius came from Rome 
into Syria, in order to receive the [army that lay in the] camp 
at Apamia : and having raised the si^, he brought over botn 
Bassus and Marcus to bis party. He then went over the 
cities, and got together weapons and soldiers, and laid great 
taxes upon those cities ; ana he chiefly oppressed Judea, and 
exacted of it seven hundred talents : out Antipater, when he 
saw the state to be in so great consternation and disorder, he 
divided the collection oi that sum, and appointed his two 
sons to gather it ; and so that part of it was to be exacted by 
Malichus, who was ill-disposed to him, and part by others. 
And because Herod did exact what was required of nim from 
Galilee before others, he was in the greatest favour with* 
Cassius : for he thought it a part of prudence to cultivate a 
friendship with the Romans, and to gain their good«wilI at 
the expense of others ; whereas the curators of the other 
cities, with their citizens, were sold for slaves ; and Cassius 

* For Marcui, tbe president of Syria, sent as suocesior to Seztiu Cbiv, 
the Roman historians require us to read Murau in Josephus, and this perpe 
tually, both in these Antiquities, and in the hintory of the War^ as the learned 
generally agree. 



CHAP. Xf. ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. SQl 

reduced four cities into a state of slavery, the two most po- 
tent of which were Gophna and Emmaus; and, betides 
these, Ljdia and Thamna. Nay, Cassias was so very angry 
at Maliehus that he had killed him (for he assaulted him), 
had not Hyrcanus, by the means of Antipater, sent him an 
hundred talents of his own, and thereby pacified his anger 
against hinu 

8. But after Cassius was gone out of Judea, Maliehus laid 
snares for Antipater, as thinking that his death would be the 
preservaUon of Hyrcanus's government ; but his deagn was 
not unknown to Antipater, which, when he perceived, he re- 
tired beyond Jordan, and got together an army, partly of 
Arabs, and partly of his own countrymen. However Mali- 
ehus, beinff one of mat cUnninff, denied that he had lud any 
snares for nim, and made his defence with an oath, both to 
himself and bis sons : and said, that while Phasaelus had a 
garrison in Jerusalem, and Herod had the weapons of war in 
his custody, he could never have a thought of any such thing. 
So Antipater, perceiving the distress that Maliehus was in, 
was reconciled to him, and made an agreement with Um . 
this was when Marcus was prendent of Sjria ; who yet per, 
oeiving that this Mdichus was making a disturbance in Jodea; 
proceeded so far that he had almost killed him, but still, at 
the intercession of Antipater, he saved him. 

4. However, Antipater little thought that by saving Mali- 
ehus, he had saved his own murderer ; for now Cassius and 
Marcus had got together an army, and entrusted the entire 
care of it with Herod, and made him general of the fnnees of 
Celesyria, and gave him a fleet of ships, and an army of 
horsemen and footmen : and promised him, that after the war 
was over, they would make him king of Judea, for war was 
already begun between Antony and the younger Caesar ; but 
as Maiichus was most afraid of Antipater, 1^ took him out 
of the way ; and by the offer of money, persuaded the butler 
of Hyrcanus, with whom they were boUi to feast, to kill him 
by poison. This being done, and he having armed men with 
him, settled the affiEurs of ihe city. But when Antipater's 
sons^ Herod and Phasaelus, were acquainted with this conspi- 
racy i^ainflt their father, and had indignation at it, Maiichus 
denied all, and utterly renounced any knowledge of the 
murder. And thus died Antipater, a man that had distin- 
guished himself for piety and justice, and love to his countnr. 
And whereas one of^ his sons, Herod, resolved immediatdy 
to revenge their fatber^s death, and was coming tipon Mali- 
ehus with an army for that purpose, the elder or his sons, 
Phasaelus, thought it best rather to get this man into their 
hands by policy, lest they should appear' to begin a civil war 

u 2 
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in the country ; so he accepted of Malichus'^s defence for 
himself, and pretended to believe him that he bad had no 
hand in the violent death of Antipater his father, but erected 
a fine monument for him. Herod also went to Samaria ; and 
when he found them in great distress, he revived th^r spirits, 
and composed their differences. 

5. However, a little aft;.r this, Herod, upon the approach 
of a festival, came with his soldiers into the city, whereupon 
Malichus was affrighted, and persuaded Hyrcanus not to per- 
mit him to come into the city. Hyrcanus complied ; and, for 
a pretence of excluding him, alleged that a rout of strangers 
ought not to be admitted, while the multitude were purifying 
themselves. But Herod had little regard to the messengers 
that were sent to him, and entered the city in the night-time, 
and affrighted Malichus; yet did he remit nothing of his former 
dissimulation, but wept for Antipater, and bewailed him as a 
friend of his wiUi a loud voice : but Herod and his friends 
thpught it proper, not openly to contradict Malichus^s hypo* 
crisy, but to give him tokens of mutual friendship, in order 
to prevent his suspicion of them. 

6. However, Herod sent to Cassius, and informed him of 
the murder of his father ; who knowing what sort of man Ma- 
lichus was as to his morals, sent him back word that he should 
revenge his father's deatli ; and also sent privately to the 
commanders of his army at Tyre, with orders to assist Herod 
in the execution of a very just design of his. Now when 
Cassius had taken Laodicea, they all went together to him, 
and carried him garlands and money : and Herod thought 
that Malichus might be punished while he was there ; but 
he was somewhat apprehensive of the thing, and designed to 
make some great attempt ; and because his son was then an 
hostage at Tyre, he went to that city and resolved to steal him 
away privately, and to march thence into Judea ; and as Cas- 
sius was in haste to march against Antony, he thought to 
bring the country to revolt, and to procure the government 
for himself. But Providence opposed his counsels; and 
Herod being a shrewd man, and perceiving what his inten- 
tion was, he sent thither beforehand a servant ; in appearance 
indeed to get a supper ready, for he had said before, that he 
would feast them all there ^ but in reality to the commanders 
of the army, whom he persuaded to go out against Malichus 
with their daggers. . So they went out and met the man near 
the city, upon the sea shore, and stabbed him. Whereupon 
Hyrcanus was so astonished at what had happened, that his 
speech failed him : and when, after some difficulty, be bad 
recovered himself, he asked Herod, what the matter oould 
be, and who it was that slew Malichus ; and when he said 
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that It was done by the command of Cassius, he commended 
the action : for that Malicbus was a very wicked man» and 
one that conspired against his own country. And this was 
the punishment that was inflicted on Malichus for what he 
wickedly did to Antipater. 

7. But when Cassius was marched out of Syria, distur- 
bances arose in Judea : for Felix, who was left at Jerusalem 
with an army, made a sudden attempt against Phasaelus, and 
the people themselves rose in arms ; but Herod went to 
Fabius, the prefect of Damascus, and was desirous to run to 
his ' brother^s assistance, but was hindered by a distemper 
that seized upon him, till Phasaelus by himself had been too 
hard for Felix, and had shut him up in the tower, and there, 
on certain conditions, dismissed him. Phasaelus also com- 
plained of Hyrcanus, that although he had received a great 
many benefits from them, yet did he support their enemies ; 
for Malichus^s brother had made many places to revolt, and 
kept garrisons in them, and particularly Massada, the strong- 
est fortress of them all. In the meantime, Herod was re- 
covered of his disease, and came and took from Felix all the 
E laces he had gotten ; and upon certain conditions, dismissed 
im alsa 



CHAP. XII. 

Herod ejects AntiffonuSy ilic Son of AristobuIuSy out qfjudca^ 
and gains the Friendship of Antony^ who taas now come 
into Sjjriay by sending nim much Money ; on which Ac- 
count he would not admit of those that would have accused 
Herod: and what it was that Antony wrote to tlic Tyrians 
in behalf of the Jews. 

§ 1. Now * Ptolemy, the son of Menneus, brought back into 
Judea Antigonus the son of Aristobulus, who had already 
raised an army, and had, by money, made Fabius to be his 
friend, and this because he was of kin to him. Marion also 
gave him assistance. He had been left by Cassius to tyran- 
nize over Tyre ; for this Cassius was a man that seizeid on 
Syria, and then kept it under, in the way of a tyrant. Marion 

" In this and the following chmpten, the reader mtUI easily remark Low 
truly Oronovius obserret, in bii notes on the Roman decrees in favour of 
the Jews, that their rights and privileges are commonly purchased of the' 
Romans with money. Alany examples A this sort, both as to the Romans 
and others in authority, will occur in our Josephus, both now and hereafter, 
and need not to be taken particular notice of on the several ooeaaons in 
Umm notes. Accordingly the chief o^itain confesses to St. Paul, that wUh 
a great wum he had obtained his frudom^ Acts zxii. 28, as had St PauPs ances- 
tors, very probably, purchased the like freedom for their family by money, a* 
the same author justly rondudes. 
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also marched into Gralilee, which lay in his neighbooffaoodf 
and took three of its fortresses, and put garrisons into them 
to keep them. But when Herod came, he took all from 
him : out the Tynan garrison he dismissed in a very civil 
manner; nay, to some of the soldiers he made pesents» out 
of the good-will he bare to that city. When he had dispatch- 
ed these affairs, and was going to meet Anti|^us» he joined 
battle with him, and beat him, and drove him out of Judea 
presently, when he was just come into its borders. But 
when he was come to Jerusalem, Hyrcanus and the people 
put glands about his head; for he had already contracted an 
afflmty with the family of Hyrcanus bv havmg espoused m 
descendant of his, and for that reason H!erod took the greater 
care of him, as being to marry the daughter of Alexander, 
the son of Aristobulus, and the ffrand-daughter of Hyreanus; 
by which wife he became the Mther of three male and two 
female diildren. He had also married before thb another 
wifie, out of a lower family of his own nation, whose name 
was Doris ; by whom he had his eldest son Antipater. 

ft. Now, Antonius and Csesar had beaten Casriua near 
PhiHppi, as others have related*; but after the victory, Csesar 
went into Gaul, [Italy,] and Antony marched for Asia, who, 
when he was arrived at Bithynia, he had ambassadors that 
met him from all parts. The principal men also of the JeWQ 
came thither, to accuse Phasadus and Herod, and they said 
that Hyrcanus bad indeed the appearance of reiming, but 
that these men had all the power ; but Antony paid great re- 
spect to Herod, who was come to him to make his defence 
against his accusers, on which account his adversaries could 
not so much as obtain a hearing ; which favour Herod had 
gained of Antony bv money. But still, when Antony was 
come to Ephesus, Hyrcanus the high-priest, and our nation, 
sent an embassage to him, which carried a crown of gold 
with them, and desired that he would write to the govemora 
cf the provinces, to set those Jews free who had beeti car- 
ried captive by Casdus, and this without their having fought 
against him ; and to restore them that country which, in the 
days of Cassius, had been taken from them. Antony though^ 
the Jews' desires were just, and wrote immediately to Hyfw 
canus, and to the Jews. He also sent, at the same time, a 
decree to the Tyrians ; the contents of which were to the 
same purpose. 

S. *< Marcus Antonius, imperator, to Hyrcanus the high* 
priest and ethoarch of the Jews, sendeth greeting : If you 
be in health, it is well ; I am also in health, with the amy. 
L^simachus, the son of Pausanius,, and Joseph us the son 
of Menneus^ and Alexander the son of Theodorus, yoiur 
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ambassadorfi, met me at Ephesui, and have renewed that em- 
tiassage wbic^ they had formerly been upon at Rome ; and 
have diligently acquitted themaelveB of the presents embas- 
aage* which thou and thy nation have intrusted to them ; and 
have iiilly declaned the good will thou hast for us. I am 
therefore saUsfied, both by your actions and your words, that 
you are well disposed to us: and I understand that your 
conduct of life is constant and religious ; so I reckon upon 
you as our own ; but when those that were adversaries to 
you, and to the Roman people, and abstained neither from 
cities nor temples, and did not observe the agreement they 
had confirmed by oath, it was not only on account of our 
4x>ntest with them, but on account of all mankind in com*- 
mon, that we have taken vengeance on those who have been 
the authors of great injustice towards men, and of great 
wickedness towards the gods; for the sake of which we sup* 
pose it was that the sun turned away his light from us *, as 
unwilling to view the horrid crime they were guilty of in the 
case of Caesar. We have also overcome their conspiracies, 
which threatened the gods themselves; which Macedonia 
received* as i( is a climate peculiarly proper for impious and 
insolent attempts^ and we have overcome that confused 
rout of men, half mad with spite against us, which they got 
together at Philippi, in Macedonia, when they seLied on the 
places that were proper for their purpose, aiid, as it were, 
walled them round with mountains to the very sea, and where 
the passage was open only through a single gate. This vicp- 
tory we gained, because tlie gods had condemned these men 
for their wicked enterprises. Now Brutus, when he had fled 
as far as Philippi, was shut up by us, and became a parta^ 
ker of the same perdition with Cassius ; And now these have 
received their punishment, we suppose that we may enjoy 
peace for tbfi time to come, and that Asia may be at rest 
from war. We theidbjns make tha£ peace which God hath 
given us common to our confederates also, insomuch that the 
body of Asia is now recovered out of that distemper it was 
under by the means of our victory^ 1 therefore, bearing ia 
mind both thee and your nation, shall take care of what may 
be for your nation. J have also sent epistles in writing to 
the several icilies, that if any persons, whether freemen or 
bondmen, have been sold und^ the spear by Caius Cassiusi 
or his subordinate officer^ they may be set free. And I will 
that you kindly make use ot the favours which I and Dolabella 

^ This cIbvm plainlf allndet to thmt w«U knowm bajt vouyaal sad rerf 
JoM daiiuMH of the lun, which happened upon the murder of Julius CsMur 
l)y Brutus and CaAsius ; which is taxen gj^Bt notice of by Vir^l; Pliny, and 
Dther Roman authors See Vlrgirs Oeor^g^cs, Book i. just bdbre the end | 
land PUn j*s Nat. Hist. B. iL ck. va. 



298 ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. BOOK XIV 

have granted you. I also forbid the Tynans to 'ise any vie*- 
lence with you ; and for what places of the Jews they now 
possess, 1 order them to restore them. I have withal accept- 
ed of the crown which thou sentest me.*" 

4. ^ Marcus Antouius, imperator, to the magistrates, se- 
nate, and people of Tyre, sendeth greeting : The ambassadors 
of Hyrcdnus the high-priest and ethnarch [of die Jews], 
appeared before me at Ephesus, and told me, that you are 
in possession of part of their country, which you entered upon 
under the government of our adversaries. Since, therefore, 
we have undertaken a war for the obtaining the government, 
and have taken care to do what was agreeable to piety and 
justice, and have brought to punishment those that haci nei- 
ther any remembrance of the kindnesses they had received, 
nor have kept their oaths, I will that you be at peace with 
those that arc our confederates ; as also, that what you have 
taken by the means of our adversaries shall not be reckoned 
your own, but be returned to those from whom you took 
them, for none of them took their provinces or their armies 
by the gift of the senate; but they seized them by force, and 
bestowed them by violence upon such as became useful to 
them in their unjust proceedings. Since, therefore, those 
men have received the punishment due to them, we desire 
that our confederates may retain whatsoever it was that they 
formerly possessed without disturbance ; and that you restore 
all the places which belonged to Hyrcanus the ethnarch of 
the Jews, which you have bad, though it were but one day 
before Caius Cassius began an unjustifiable war against us, 
and entered into our province ; nor do you use any force 
against him, in order to weaken him, that he may not be able 
to dispose of that which is his own ; but if you have any 
contest with him about your respective rights, it shall be law- 
ful for you to plead your cause when we come upon the 
E laces concerned ; for we shall alike preserve the rights, and 
ear all the causes of our confederates.^' 
5. '* Marcus Antonius, imperator, to the magistrates, senate, 
and people of Tyre, sendeth greeting : I have sent you my 
decree, of which I will that ye take care that it be engraven 
on the public tables, in Roman and Greek letters, and that 
it stand engraven in the most illustrious places, that it may be 
read by all." Marcus Antonius, imperator, one of the trium- 
virate over the public affairs, made this declaration : *< Since 
Caius Cassius, in this revolt he hath made, hath pillaged 
that province which belonged not to him, and was held by 
garrisons there encamped, while they were our confederates, 
and hath sjioiled that nation of the Jews that was in friend- 
ship with the Roman people, as in war ; and since we have 
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overcome his madness by arms, we now correct by our de- 
crees and judicial determinations what be hath liud wastry 
that those things may be restored to our confederates. And 
as for what hath been sold of the Jewish possessions, whether 
they be bodies or possessions, let them be released; the 
boaies into that state of freedom they were originally in, and 
the possessions to their former owners. I also will, that he 
who shall not comply with this decree of mine, shall be pu- 
nished for his disobedience ; and if such an one be caught, I 
will take care that the oiFender suffer condign punishroent." 
6. The same thing did Antony write to the Sidonians, and 
the Antiochians, and the Aradians. We have produced these 
decrees, therefore, as marks for futurity of the truth of what 
wc have said, that the Romans had a great concern about our 
nation. 
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CHAP. XIII. 



How Antony made Herod an4 Phaaaclus TetrarclhS^ qfUr 

tJiey had beeti accused to no purpose : and how the Par- 

thianSj when they brought Antigonua into Judea^ took 

Hyrcanus and Pluuaelus Captives. HerotTs Jlight ; and 

. what Afflictions Hyrcanus and Pluisaelus endured. 

§ 1. When after this Antony came into Syria, Cleopatra 
met him in Cilicia, and brought him to fall in love with her. 
And there came now also a hundred of the most potent of 
the Jews to accuse Herod and those about him, and set the 
men of the greatest eloquence among them to speak. But 
Messala contradicted them, on behalf of the young men ; and 
all this in the presence of Hyrcanus, who was Ijferod's 
father-in-law already *. When Antony had heard both sides 
at Daphne, he asked Hyrcanus who they were that governed 
the nation best ? He replied, Herod and his friends. Here- 
upon Antony, by reason of the old hospitable friendship he 
had made with his father [Antipater], at that time when be 
was with Gabinius, he made both Herod and Phasaelus te- 
trarchs, and committed the public affairs of the Jews to them, 
and wrote letters to that purpose. He also bound fifteen of 
their adversaries, and was going to kill them, but that Herod 
obtained tbeir pardon. 

SL Yet did not these men continue quiet when they were 
come back, but a thousand of the Jews came to Tyre to meet 
him there, whither the report was that he would come. But 

* We mty here take notice, that uptnudt alone were of old esteemed a 
suAdent foundation for if^fn^y, Hyrcanus being here called JMer<4itJam to 
Herod, because his grand-daughter Uariamne was betrothed to him, al- 
though the marriage were not completed till four years idierward. See 
Matt. 1. IS. 
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Antony was corrupted by the money whicb Herod and bis 
brother had girep him ; and so he gave orders to the govern 
nor of the friace to punish the Jewish ambassadors, who were 
for making innovations, and to settle the government upon 
Herod: but Herad went out hastily to them, and Hyrcanus 
was with him (for they stood upon the shore before me city) ; 
and he jcfaarged them to go their waj% because great mis* 
chief would befall them if they went on with their accusation. 
But they did not acquiesce: whereupon the Romans ran 
upon them with their daggers, and slew some, and wounded 
more of them ; and the rest fled away, and went home, and 
lay still in great consternation : and when the people made a 
clamour against Herod, Antony was so provoked at it that 
he slew the prisoners. 

Now, iu the second year, Pacoros, the king of Parthia's 
son, and Barzapharnes, a commander of the Partbians, pos- 
sessed themselves of Syria. Ptolemy, the son of Menneus, 
W»B also now dead, and Lysanius his son took his govern^ 
inent, and made a league of friendship with Antigonus, the 
son of Aristobulus; and in order to obtain it, made i|se of that 
^commander, who had great interest in him. Now Andgonus 
had promised to give the Parthians a thousand talents, and 
five hundred women, upon condition they would take the 
government away from Hyrcanus, and bestow it upon him^ 
and withal kill Herod. And although be did not give them 
what he had promised, yet did the Parthians make an exp^ 
dition into Judea on that account, and^rried Antigonus with 
them. Pacorus went along the maritime parts, but the ooBau» 
mander Barsapharnes through the midland. Now the Ty* 
rians excluded Pacorus, but the Bidonians and those of 
Ptolemais received him. However, Pacorus sent a troop of 
JiorBemen into Judea, to take a view of the state of the ooun* 
try, and to assist Antigonus ; and sent also the king's butler, 
of the same name with himself. So when the Jews that 
dwelt about Mount Carmel came to Antigonus, and wens 
ready to march with him into Judea, Antigonus hoped to gcs 
fome part of the country by their assistanoeu The place u 
icalled Drymi ; and when some others came and met themt 
ihp men privately fell upon Jerusalem ; and when some more 
were come to them, they ml together in great numlmrs, and 
tcame against the king's pdaoe, and besieged it* But as Pbap 
aaelus^s and Herod's party came to tbeottier's assistance^ and 
a battle happened between them in the market-place, the 
young men beat their enemies, and pursued them into the 
lempie, and sent some armed men into the adjoining house% 
to keep them in ; who yet being destitute of such as should 
support them, were burnt, and the houses with them, by tlie 




CHAP. xtiL Amtqcmu or nu jmn. 

people who rose up agunst tbem. But Herod wtUk 
on these seditious adversaries of his a little aft ci ir i 
injury they had offered him^ when he Ibiq^ht with them, andl 
alew a great number of them. 

4. But wUIe there were daily skirmishes, the enemy wait- 
ed for the coming of the multitude out of the country to. 
Pentecost, a feast of ours so called ; and when that day waa 
come, many ten thousands of the people were gathered toge*> 
ther about the temple, some in armour, and some without. 
Now those that came guarded both the temj^e and the city,^ 
excepting what belonged to the palace, which Herod guard- 
ed with a few of his soldiers ; and Phasaelus had the charge 
of the wall, while Herod, with a body of his men, sallied ou| 
upon the enemy, who lay in the suburbs, and fought cou-. 
rageously, and put many ten thousands to flight ; some flying 
into the dty, and some into the temple, and some into tho 
outer fortifications ; for some such fortifications there were in 
that place. Phasaelus came also to his assistance ; yet waa 
Pacorus, the general of the Parthians, at the desire of Anti- 
gonus, admitted into the city, with a few of his horsemeon 
under pretence indeed as if he would still the sedition, but 
in reality to asast AnUgonus in obtaining the government. 
And wlien Phasaelus met him, and received him kindly» Pa* 
corns persuaded him to go himself as ambassador to J3arsa« 
phames, which was done fraudulently. Accordmglv Pha* 
saelus, suspectine no barm, complied with his proposal, while 
Herod did not give his consent to what was done, because of 
the perfidiousness of these barbarians, but desired Phasaelus 
rather to fight those that were come into the city. 

6. So both Hyrcanus and Phasaelus went on the embaa* 
sage : but Pacorus left with Herod two hundred horsemeny 
and ten men, who were called the Freemen^ and conducted 
the others on their journey ; and when they were in Galilee^ 
the governora of the cities there met them in their anna. 
Barsaphames also received them at the first with cheerfuL; 
ness, and made tbem presents, though he afterward conspired 
against them ; and Phasaelus, with his horsemen, were eon-; 
ducted to the seande ; but when they heard that Antigonua 
had promised to give the Parthians a thousand talents, and 
five hundred women, lo assist him against them, diey aooi\ 
had a (suspicion of the barbarians. Moreover, there wai^ 
one who informed them that snares were laid for them by 
night, while a guard came about them secretly, and they had 
then been seized upon, had not they waited for the setinra 
of Herod by the Parthians that were about Jerusalem, lest, 
upon the slaughter of Hyrcanus and Phasaelus, he shotild 
})0vc an intimation of it, and escape out of their bapds. Ab4 
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these were the circumstances they were now in ; and they 
saw who they were that guarded them. Some persons in- 
deed would have persuaded Phasaelus to fly away immedi- 
ately on horseback, and not stay any longer; and there was 
one Ophellius, who, above all the rest, was earnest with him 
to do so ; for he had heard of this treachery from Saramalla, 
the richest of all the Syrians at that time, who also pro- 
mised to provide him ships to carry him ofl* ; for the sea was 
{*ust by them ; but he had no mind to desert Hyrcanus, nor 
iring his brother into danger ; but he went to Barzapharnes, 
and told him he did not act justly when he made such a con- 
trivance against them, for that, if he wanted money, he would 
give him more than Antigonus ; and besides, that it was an 
horrible thing to slay those that came to him upon the secu- 
rity of their oaths, and that when they had done tliem no in- 
jury. But the barbarians swore to him, that there was no 
truth in any of his suspicions, but that he was troubled with 
nothing but false proposals ; and then went away to Pacorus. 
6. But as soon as he was gone away, some men came and 
bound Hyrcanus and Phasaelus, while Phasaelus greatly re- 

Eroached the Parthians for their perjury. However, that 
utler who was sent against Herod, had it in command to get 
him without the walls of the city, and seize upon him : but 
messengers had been sent by Phasaelus to inform Herod of 
the perfidiousness of the Parthians ; and when he knew that 
the enemy had seized upon them, he went to Pacorus, and 
to the most potent of the Parthians, as to the lords of the 
rest, who, although they knew the whole matter, dissembled 
with him in a deceitful way ; and said, '^ That he ought to go 
out with them before the wells, and meet those which were 
bringing him his letters ; for that they were not taken by bis 
advei'sari^s, but were coming to give him an account of the 
good success Phasaelus had nad." Herod did not give credit 
to what thev said ; for hehad heard that his brother was seized 
upon by others also ; and the daughter of Hyrcanus, whose 
daughter he had espoused, was his monitor also [not to credit 
them], which made him still more suspicious of the Parthi- 
ans; for although other people did not give heed to her, yet 
did he believe her as a woman of very great wisdom* 

7. Now while the Parthians were in consultation what was 
fit to be done, for they did not think it proper to make an 
open attempt upon a person of his character; and while 
tney put ofl^* the determination to the next day, Herod was 
under great disturbance of mind, and rather inclining to be- 
lieve the reports he heard about his brother and the Par- 
thians, than to give heed to what was said on the other side, 
he determined, that when the evening came on, he .would 
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make use of it for his flight, and not make any longer delay, 
as if the dangers from the enemy were not yet certain. He 
therefore removed wit)i the armed men whom he had with 
him c and set his wives upon the beasts, as also his mo- 
ther and ^ster, and her whom he was about to marry [Ma- 
riamne], the daughter of Alexander, the son of Aristobulus, 
with her mother, the daughter of Hyrcanus, and his youngest 
brother, and all their servants, and the rest of the multitude 
that was with him, and without the enemy's privity pursued 
his way to Idumea : nor could any enemy of his who then 
saw him in this case, be so hard-hearted, but would have 
commiserated his fortune ; while the women drew along their 
infant children, and left their own country, and their friends 
in prison, with tears in their eyes, and sad lamentations, and in 
expectation of nothing but what was of a melancholy nature. 

8. But for Herod himself, he raised his mind above the 
miserable state he was in, and was of good courage in the 
midst of his misfortunes ; and, as he passed alone, he bid 
them every one to be of good cheer, and not to give them- 
selves up to sorrow, because that would hinder them in thdr 
flight, which was now the only hope of safety that they had. 
Accordingly they tried to bear with patience the calamity 
they were under, as he exhorted them to do ; yet was be 
once almost going to kill himself, upon the overthrow of a 
waggon, and the danger his mother was then in of being 
killed ; and this on two accounts, because of his great ood- 
ccrn for her, and because he was afraid lest, by this delay, 
the enemy should overtake him in the pursuit ; but as he 
was drawing his sword, and going to kill himself therewith, 
those that were present restrained him ; and being so many 
in number, were too hard for him ; and told him, that he 
ought not to desert them, and leave them a prey to their 
enemies, for that it was not the part of a brave nian to free 
himself from the distresses he was in, and to overlook his 
friends that were in the same distresses also. So he wios 
compelled to let that horrid attempt alone, partly out of 
shame at what they said to him, and partly out of r^ard to 
the great number of those that would not permit him to do 
what he intended. So he encouraged his mother, and took 
all the care of her the time would allow, and proceeded on 
the way he proposed to go with the utmost haste, and that 
was to the fortress of Massada. And as he had many skir- 
mishes with such of the Parthians as attacked him, and pur- 
sued him, he was conqueror in them alL 

9. Nor indeed was he free from the Jews all along as he 
was in his flight : for by the time he was gotten uxty fur- 
longs out of the city, and was upon the road> they fell upon 
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him, and fought band to hand with him ; whom be aUo put 
to flight and oyereamey not like one that was in distress and 
in necessity, but like one that was excellently prepared for 
war, and had what he wanted in great plenty. And in this 
▼ery place where he now oTercame the Jews, it was that be 
iome time afterward built a most excellent palace, and a city 
round abont it, and called it Herodium. And when he was 
ixme to Idumea, at a place called Thresio^ hb brother 
Joseph met him ; and he then held a counol to take advice 
■bout all his affairs, and what was fit to be done in his cir- 
cumstances ; since he had a great multitude that followed 
liim, bemdes his mercenary soldiers^ and the place Massada, 
whither he proposed to fly, was too small to contain so great 
a multitude : so he sent away the greater part of his company, 
being above nine thousand, and bid them go^ some one way, 
and some another, and to save themselves in Idumea ; and 
teve them what would buy them provisions in their journey ; 
but he took with him those that were least encumbered, and 
were most intimate with him, and came to the fortress, and 
placed there his wives and his followers, being eight hun- 
dred in number, there being in the place a sufficient quantity 
of com and water, and other necessaries, and went directly 
Ibr Petra in Arabia. But when it was day, the Parthians 
plundered all Jerusalem, and the palace, and abstained from 
nothing but Hyrcanus's money, which was three hundred 
talents. A great deal of Herod^s money escaped, and priiK 
apally all that the man had been so provident as to send in- 
to Idumea beforehand : nor indeed aid what was in the city 
suffice the Parthians ; but they went out into the country, 
and plundered it, and demolished the city Marissa. 

10. And thus was Antigonus brought back into Judea, by 
the kine of the Parthians, and received Hyrcanus and Plfa>- 
sarius for his prisoners ; but he was greatly cast down be- 
cause the women had escaped, whom he intended to have 
given the enemy, as having promised they should have them, 
with the money, for their reward : but being afraid that 
Hyrcanus, who was under the guard of the Parthians, might 
bave his kingdom restored to him by the multitude, he cut 
aff his ears, and thereby- took care that the high-priesthood 
should never come to biro any more, because he was maimed ; 
while the law * reqmred that this dignity should belong to 
none but su^ as liad all their members entire. But now on^ 
cannot but here admire the fortitude of Phasaelus, who, per<^ 
ceivin^ that he was to be put to deaths did not think death 
any thing terrible at all ; but to die thus by the means of his 

* Thii law of Itloses, that the priests were to be teUhoui bfemuhy as to bU 
ih% partff of their iMidfe!!, H in Ler. xjd. 17-.24. 
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enemy, tliit be thotighi a most pitiable and dishonourable 
thii^ ; and therefore, nnce he had not his hands at liberty^ btfi 
the bonds he was in pr^ented hifti from killing himself there- 
hjy he dashed his head against a great stone, and thereby took 
away his own life, which he thought to be the best thing he 
eoiiU do in such a distress as he was in, and thereby pat ic 
oat of the power of the enemy to bring him to any death he 
pleased. It is also reported, that when he had made a great 
wound in his head, Antigonus sent physicians to him, in order 
to cure it, and by ordering them to infuse poison into the 
wound, hilled him. However, Phasaelus hearing, before he 
was quite dead, by a certain woman, that his brother Herod 
had escaped the enem^, underwent his death cheerfully, since 
he now left behind hira one who would revenge his death, 
and who was able to inflict punishment on his enemies. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

How Herod got away from the King of Arabiot and modi 
Matte to go ifito Egypt, and thence went in haste also to 
Rome ; and how, by promising a great Deal ^ Money to 
Antony^ he obtained of the Senate, and of Cwsar^ to be 
made King of the Jews. 

§ 1. As for Herod, the great miseries he was in did not dis^ 
courage him, but made him sharp in discovering surprising 
undertakings ; for he went to Malchus, king of AraUa, 
whom he had formerly been very kind to, in order to receive 
somewhat by way of reanital, now he was in more than or^- 
dinary want of it, and desired he would let him have some 
money, either by way of loan, or as his free gift, on account 
of the many benefits he had received from him; for net 
knowing what was become of bis brother, he was in haste io 
redeem him out of the hand of his enemies, as willing to give 
three hundred talents for the price of bis redemption. He 
also took with him the son of Pbasadits, who was a diild of 
but seven years of age, for this very reason, that he might 
be an hostage for the repavment of the money : but there 
came messengers from Mmchua to meet htm, by whom he 
was desired to be gone, for that the Partbians had laid a 
charge upon him not to entertain Herod. This was only a 
pretence, which he made use of that he miffht not be obliged 
to repay him what he owed him ; and this be was farther \w* 
duced to, by the principal men among the Arabians, that Aef 
might cheat him of what sums they had received from his 
[fother} Antipater, and whicb he had committed Io their 
hdelitv. He made answer, that he did not intend to be 
troublesome to ibem by his coming thither,, but tha}f he de- 
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sired only to discourse with them about certain affairs that 
were to him of the greatest importance* 
. S. Hereupon be resolved .to go away^ and did go very 
prudently the road to Egypt ; and then it was that be lodged 
in a certain temple, for he had left a great many of his fol- 
lowers there. On the next day he came to Rhinooolura ; 
and there it was that he heard what was befallen "his brother. 
Though Malchus soon repented of what he had done, and 
came running after Herod, but with no manner of success, 
for he was gotten a very great way off, and made haste inlo 
the road to Pelusium ; and when the stationary ships that lay 
there hindered him from sailing to Alexandria, he went to 
their captains ; by whose assistance, and that out of much 
reverence of, and great regard to him, he was conducted into 
the city [Alexandria], and was retained there by Cleopatra ; 
yet was she not able to prevail with him to stay there, be- 
cause he was making haste to Rome, even though the wea- 
ther was stormy, and he was informed that the affairs of Italy 
were very tumultuous, and in great disorder. 

S. So he set sail from thence for Pamphylia, and falling 
into a violent storm, he had much ado to escape to Rhodes, 
with the loss of the ship^s burden ; and there it was that two 
of his friends, Sappinas and Ptolcmeus, met with him : and 
as he found the city very much damaged in the war against 
Casaus, though he were in necessity himself, he neglected 
not to do it a kindness, but did what he could to recover it 
to its former state. He also built there a three-decked ship» 
and set sail thence, with his friends for Italy, and came to 
the port of Brundisium : and when he was come from thence 
to Rome, he first related to Antony what had befallen him 
in Judea, and how Phasaelus his brother was seized on by 
the Parthians, and put to death by them, and how Hyrcanus 
was detained captive by them, and how they had made Antl- 
gonus king, who had promised them a sum of money, no 
less than a thousand talents, with five hundred women, who 
were to be of the principal families, and of the Jewish stock, 
and that he had carried off the women by night, and that, 
by undergoing a great many hardships, he had escaped the 
hands of his enemies ; as also, that his own relations were 
in danger of being besieged and taken, and that he had sailed 
througli a storm, ai\d contemned all these terrible dangers of 
it, in order to come, as soon as possible, to him, who was 
his hope and only succour at this time. 

4. This account made Antony commiserate the change 
that had happened in Herod's condition * ; and reasoning 

* Concerning the chronology of Herod, and the time when he was first 
made king at Rome, and concezniiig the Ume when he began his second 



CHAP. XIV. ANTIQUITIES OF TUfi JEWb. ^5 

with himself that this was a common case among those that 
are placed in such great dignities, and that they are liable to 
the mutations that come from fortune, he was ^ery ready to 
give him the assistance he desired ; and this because he called 
to mind the friendship he had had with Antipater, because 
Herod offered him money to make him king, as he had for- 
merly given it him to make him tetrarch, and chiefly because 
of his hatred to Antigonus, for he took him to be a seditious 
person, and an enemy to the Romans. Caesar was also the 
forwarder to raise Herod's dignity, and to ^ve him his as* 
sistance in what he desired, on account of the toils of war 
which he had himself undergone with Antipater his father in 
Egypt, and of the hospitality he had treated him withal, and 
the kindness he had always showed him, as also to gratify 
Antony, who was very 2calous for Herod. So a senate was 
convocated ; and Messala first, and then Atratinus, intro- 
duced Herod into it ; and enlarged upon the benefits they had 
received from his father, and put them in mind of the good- 
will he had borne the Romans. At the same time they ac- 
cused Antigonus, and declared him an enemy, not only be- 
cause of his former opposition to them, but that he had now 
overlooked the Romans, and taken the government from, the 
Parthians. Upon this, the senate was irritated ; and Antony 
informed them farther, that it was for their advantage in tlie 
Parthian war, that Herod should be king. This seemed good 
to all the senators ; and so they made a decree accordingly. 

5. And this was the principal instance of Antonyms affec- 
tion for Herod, that he not only procui^ed him a kingdom 
which he did not expect (for he did not come with an inten- 
tion to ask the kingdom for himself, which he did not sup- 
pose the Romans would grant him, who used to bestow it 
on some of the royal family, but intended to desire it f ora 
wife*s brother, who was grandson by his father to Aristobu- 
lus, and to Hyrcanus by his mother), but that he procured it 
for him so suddenly, that he obtained what he did not expect, 
and departed out of Italy in so few days as seven in all. 
This young man [the grandson] Herod afterward took care 
to have slain, as we shall show in its proper place. But 
when the senate was dissolved, Antony and Cassar went out 
of the senate-house, with Herod between them, and with the 
consuls and other ma^trates before them, in order to offer 
sacrifices, and to lay up their decrees in the capiiol. Antony 
also feasted Herod the first day of his reign. And thus did, 
this man receive the kingdom, having obtained it on the hun-« 

reign, without a ri\'al, upon the ornqnett and slaughter of Antigonns, bflith 
principally derived from this and the t«'o next chaptets in JoM7>hiis, sfv th« 
note on sect. 6, and diap. zr. nect. 10. 
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dred and eighty-fourth olympiad, when Caiud Domitius Cal- 
vinus was oodbuI the second time, and Caiu* Asinius Pollio 
[the first time]. 

6. All this while Antigonus besieged those that were in 
Massada, who had plenty of all other neoeasaries, but were 
only in want of water *, insomuch, that on this occasion, 
Josephus, Herod's brother, was Contriving to run away from 
it, with two hundred of his dependants, to the Arabians ; for 
he had heard that Malichus repented of the oflences he had 
been guilty of with regard to Ilerod ; but Gk)d, by sending 
rain in the night time, prevented his going away, for their 
cisterns were thereby filled, and he was under no necesnty of 
running away on that account ; but they were now of good 
courage, and' the more so, because the sending that plenty 
of water which they had been in want of, seemed a mark of 
divine providence ; so they made a sally, and fought hand 
to hand with Antigonus^s soldiers, with some openly, with 
some privately, and destroyed a great number of iheoi. At 
the same time, Ventidius, the general of the Romans^ was 
sent out of Syria, to drive the Parthians out of it, and 
marched after them into Judca, on pretence indeed to suc- 
cour Joseph, but in reality, the whole affair was no more 
than a stratagem in order to get money of Antigonus ; so 
they pitched their camp very near to Jerusalem, and wiped 
Antigonus of a great deal of money, and then he retired him* 
self with the greater part of his army ; but that the wicked- 
ness he had been guilty of might not be found out, he left 
Silo there with a certain part of his soldiers ; with whom also 
Antigonus cultivated an acquaintance, that he might cause 
him no disturbance ; and was still in hopes that the Parthians 
would come again and defend him. 



CHAP. XV. 

How Herod sailed out of Italy to Judea^ and Jbughi vnth 
Jntigonus ; and what gtker Things happened %n Jtud^a 
about that Time. 

§ 1. By this time, Herod had sailed out of Italy to Ptole- 
mus, and had gotten together no small army, botn of stran- 
gers and of his own countrymen ; and marched through Ga- 
lilee against Antigonus. Silo also, and Ventidius, came and 
assisted him, being persuaded by Dellius, who was sent by 
Antony to assist in bringing back Herod. Now for VentC 

* This grievous want of water ^ MasMda, till the phuse had like to haw 
been taken by the Parthians* maationed both here^ uid Of the War, B. i. 
ch. zv. sect. i. vol. iii, is an indication that it was now flumiaer lima. 
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diufl^ he waft employed in conpoaiag the dialurbaiicei tb^ 
bad beeu made in the cities b^ the mean of the Butbiaoa 9 
and for Silo, ho was io Judea indeed, but eorrupted bj. Ajitk 
goQiis. However, as Herod went along, his army inoreaaed 
every day, and all Galilee, with some small exception, joined 
him : but as he waa marching to those that were in Massada^ 
tor he waa obliged U> endeavour to save those that wese ia 
that fortress^ now they were besieged, because they were hia 
relations, Joppa was a hinderanoo to him ; for it waa necea^ 
sary for him to take that plaee first, it being a city at vari- 
ance with him, that no strong hold might be left in Ua 
enemies' hands behind liim when ho should go to Jerusalem : , 
and when Silo made this a preteaoe for riaiag up from Jem-* 
salem, and was thereupon pursued by the Jews, Herod fell 
upon them with a small body of men, and both put the Jews 
to flight and saved Silo, when he was very poorly able te 
defend himself ; but when Herod ,had taken Joppa, be made 
haste to aet free those of hia family that were in Maasadit. 
Now of the people of the couatnr, some joined him because 
of the friendship they had with his father, and some because 
of the splendid appearance he made, and others by way of 
requital for the benefits they had received from both of them; 
but the greatest number came to him, in hopea of gettins 
somewhat from him afterward, if be were once firmly settled 
in th^ kingdom. 

3. Herod had now a sti^mg army 9 aad aa be marched on,. 
Antigonus laid snares and ambushes in the passes and places 
most proper for them ; but in truth he thereby did little or 
no damage to the enemy : so Herod received those of hia 
&mily out of Massada, and the fortress Besaa, and then went: 
on for Jerusalem. The soldiery also that was with Silo ac- 
oompanied him aIong» as did many of the citiaens, hevag 
afraid of bis power ; and as soon as he had pitched his camp, 
on the west side of the city, the soldiers that were set U> 
guard that part shot their arrows and threw their darts at 
him ; and when some sallied out in a crowd, and came to 
fig^t h^nd to hand with the first ranks of Herod's army, he 
gave orders that they should, in the first place, make procla* 
mation about the wall, that ** he came for the good of the 
people, and for the preservation of the city, and not to bear 
any old grudge at even his most open enemies* but readv to 
forget the offences which bis greatest adversaries had done 
him.'' But Antigonus, by way of reply to what* Herod bad 
caused to be proclaimed, and this before the Romans, and 
before Silo also', said* that <' they would not do justly, if 
they gave the kingdom to Herod^ who was no more than a 

X 2 ' 
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private man, and an Idumean, i. e. a half J«w * ; whereas 
they ought to bestow it on one of the royal family, as their 
custom was ; for^ that in case they at present bear an ill-will 
to him, and had resolved to deprive him of the kingdom, as 
having received it from the Parthians, yet were there many 
others of his family that might by their law take it, and these 
such as had no way offended the Romans, and being of the 
sacerdotal family, it would be an unworthy thing to put them 
by/' Now, while they said thus one to anqther, and fell to 
reproaching one another on both sides, Antigonus permitted 
his own men that were upon the wall to defend themselves ; 
who using their bows, and showing great alacrity against their 
enemies, easily drove them away from the towers. 

8. And now it was that Silo discovered that he had taken 
bribes : for he set a good number of his soldiers to complain 
aloud of the want of provisions they were in, and to require 
money to buy them food, and that it was fit to let them go 
into places proper for winter-quarters, since the places near 
the city were a desert, by reason that Antigonus^s soldiers 
had carried all away : so he set his army upon removin^^ 
and endeavoured to march away : but Herod pressed Siu> 
not to depart ; and exhorted Siloes captains and soldiers not 
to desert niro, wHen Caesar and Antony, and the senate, had 
sent him thither ; for that be would provide them plenty of 
all the things they wanted, and easily procure them a great 
abundance of what they required ; after which entreaty he 
immediately went out into the country, and left not the least 
pretence to Silo for his departure ; for he btought an unex<-' 

Eectcd quantity of provisions, and sent to those friends of 
is who inhabited about Samaria, to bring down corn, and 
wine, and oil, and cattle, and all other provisions to Jericho, 
that there might be no want of a supply for the soldiers for 
the time to come. Antigonus was sensible of this, and sent 
presently over the country sueh as might restrain and lie in 
ambush for those that went out for provisions. So these 
men obeyed the orders of Antigonus, and got together a 
great number of armed men about Jericho, and sat upon^the* 
mountains, and watched those that brought the provisions. 

* This affirmation of Antigomm, spoken in the days of Herod, and in ft* 
manner to his face, that he was an Idumeany i. e. an haff Jew, seemi to me 
of much greater authority than that pretence of his favourite and ffiitterer 
Nicolaus of Damascus, that he derived his pedigree from Jews as far haoktr 
ward as the Babylonish captivitV) ch. i. sect 3. Accordingly Josephus always 
esteems him an Idumean, though he says his father Antipater was of the 
same people witli the Jews, ch. viii. sect. 1, and by birth a Jevr^ Antiq. B. 
XX. ch. riii. sect. 7* ^o1 iii. as indeed all Huch proselytes of justice as the Idn-- 
means were in time esteemed the very same people with the Jews. 
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However, Herod wob not idle in the mean time ; for be toik 
Xen hands of soldiers, of whom five were of the Romans and 
five of the Jews, with some mercenaries among them, and 
with some few horsemen^ and came xo Jericho ; and as they 
found the city deserted* but that five hundred of them had 
49ettled themselves on the tops of the hills, with their wives 
and chilibren, those be took and sent away; but the Romans 
fell upon the city, and plundered it, ana found the houses 
full of all sorts of good things. So tbe king left a garrison 
.at Jericho, and came back again ; and sent the Roman army 
Xo take their winter quarters in the countries that were come 
aver to him, Judea, and Galilee, and Samaria. And so much 
did Antigonus gain of Silo for the bribes he gave him, that 
part of the army should be quartered at Lidaa, in order to 
please Antony. So the Romans laid iheir weapons aside, 
and lived in plenty of all things. 

4. But Herod was not pleased with lying still, but sent 
.out his brother Joseph against Idumea with two thousand 
armed footmen and four hundred horsemen ; while he him- 
self came to Samaria, and left his mother and his other re- 
lations there, for they were already gone out of M assada ; 
and went into Galilee, and took certain places which were 
held by the garrisons of Antigonus ; and he passed on to 
Sepphoris, as God sent a snow, while Antigonu&^s garrisons 
withdrew themselves, and had great plenty of provisions. 
He also went thence, and resolved to destroy those robbers 
that dwelt in the caves, and did much mischief in the coun- 
try ; so he sent a troop of horsemen, and three companies 
of armed footmen against them. They were very near to a 
village called Arbela ; and on the fortieth day after he came 
himself M'ith his whole army : and as the enemy sallied out 
boldly upon him, the left wing of his army gave way ; but he 
appearing with a body of men, put those to flight who were 
already conquerors, and recalled his men that ran away. 
' He also pressed upon his enemies, and pursued them as far 
as the river Jordan, though they ran away by different roads. 
So he brought over to him all Galilee, excepting those that 
dwelt in the caves, and distributed money to every one of 
his soldiers, giving them an hundred and fifty drachmas a 
piece, and much more to their caiDtains, and sent them into 
winter-quarters : at which time Silo came to him, and his 
commanders with him, because Antigonus would not give 
them provisions any longer, for he supplied them for no 
more than one month ; nay, he had sent to all the country 
about, and ordered them to c^irry oft' the provisions that were 
there, and retire to the mountains, that the Romans might 
h/>ve no provisions to live upon, and so lui^lii peribh by fa« 
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ttinct bvit Herod committed the tare oi that matter to 
Pheroras, hh ycntagM brother ; and drdertd him to tvpair 
Alexatidrium also. Accovdibgly he quickly made tbe boA- 
dierft abound witii great plenty of proTimms, and rebuilt 
Alexandrititn, which had before been desolate. 

5. About this time it was that Antony continued some 
time at Athens, and that Ventidius, who was now in Syria, 
sent for Silo, and commanded him to assist Herod in tbe 
first place to finish the present war, and then to send for 
their oonfederates for the war they were themselves engaged 
in ; but as for Herod, he went in haste against the robbers 
that were in the cares, and sent Siio away to Ventidins, 
while he marched against them. These caves were in moun- 
tains that were exceeding abrupt, and in their middle were 
no other than precipices, with certain entrances into the 
caves, and those caves were encompassed with sharp rocks, 
and in these did the robbers lie concealed, with all their 
families about them ; but the king caused certain chests to 
be made in order to destroy them, and to be hung down, 
bound about with iron chains, by an engine from the top of 
the mountain, it being not possible to get up to them by 
i^eason of the sharp ascent of the mountains, nor to creep 
down to them from above. « Now these chests were filled 
with armed men, who hafl long hooks in their hands, by 
which they might pull out such as resisted them, and then 
tumble them down, and kill them by so doing ; but the let^ 
ting the chests down proved to be a matter of great danger, 
because of the vast depth they were to be let down, although 
they had tlieir provisions in the chests themselves: but when 
the chests were let down, and not one of those in the mouths 
of the caves durst come near them, but lay still out of fear ; 
some of the armed men girt on their armour, and by both 
their hands took hold of the chain by which the chests were 
let down, and went into the mouths of the caves, because 
they fretted that such delay was made by the robbers not 
daring to come out of the caves; and when they were at any 
of these mouths, they first killed many of those that were in 
the mouths with their darts, and afterwards pulled those to 
them that resisted them with tlieir hooks, and tumbled them 
down the precipices, and afterwards went into the cavea and 
killed many more, and then went into their chests again and 
lay still there ; but upon this terror seissed the rest, when 
tney heard the lamentatious that were made, and they de- 
spaired of escaping : however, when the night came on, that 
put an end to the whole work ; and as the king proclaimed 

Eirdon by an herald to such as delivered themselves up to 
m, many accepted of the offer. The same method of as- 
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sauit was made use of the next day ; and they went farther, 
and got out in baskets to fight them, and fougnt them at their 
doors, and sent fire among them and set their cayes on fire, 
for there was a great deal of cohibustible matter within them. 
Now tliere was one old man who was caught within one of 
these caves, with seven children and a wife ; these prayed 
him to give them leave to go out, and yield themselves up 
to the enemy ; but lie stood at the cavers mouth, and always 
slew that child of his who went out, till he had destroyed 
them every one ; and after that he slew his wife^ and cast 
their dead bodies down the precipice, and himself after them ; 
and so underwent death rather than slavery : but before he 
did this, he greatly reproached Herod with the meanness of 
bis family, although ne was then king. Herod also saw 
what he was doing, and stretched out his hand, and oflered 
bim all manner of security for his life. By which means all 
these caves were at length subdued entirely. 

6. And when the king had set Ptolemy over these parts of 
the country as his general, he went to Samaria with six hun- 
dred horsemen and three thousand armed footmen, as in- 
tending to fight Antigonus. But still this command of the 
army did not succeed well with Ptolemy ; but those that had 
been troublesome to Galilee before attacked him, and slew 
him ; and when they had done this, they fled among the lakes 
and places almost inaccessible, laying waste and plundering 
whatsoever they could come at in those places. But Herod 
soon returned, and puniihed them for what they had done ; 
for some of these rebels he slew, and others of them, who 
had fled to the strong holds, he besieged, and both slew them, 
and demolished their strong holds : and when he had thus 
put an end to their rebellion, he laid a fine upon the cities 
of a hundred talents. 

7. In the mean time Pacorus was fallen in a battle^ and 
the Porthians were defeated, when Ventidius sent Macherus 
to the assistance of Herod, with two legions, and a thousand 
horsemen, while Antony encouraged him to make haste. But 
Macherus, at the instigation of Antigonus, without the .ap- 
probation of Herod, as being corrupted by money, went 
about to take a view of his afiairs : but Antigonus, suspecting 
this intention of his coming, did not admit him into the city, 
but kept him at a distance with slinging stones at him, and 
plainly showed what he himself meant. But when Macherus 
was sensible that Herod had given him good advice, and that 
he had made a mistake himself in not hearkening to that ad- 
vice, he retired to the city Emmaus ; and what Jews he met 
with he slew them, whether they were enemies or friends, out 
of the rage he was in at the hardships he hod undergone. 
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The king was provoked at this conduct of his, and went to 
Samaria, and resolved to go to Antony about these affairs^ 
and to inform him that he stood in no need of such helpers, 
' who did him more mischief than they did hisenemies, and that 
he was able of himself to beat Antigonus ; but Madienis fol- 
lowed him, and desired that he would not go to Antony, or, 
if he was resolved to go, that he would join his b^other 
Joseph with him, and let them fight agsunst Antigoous : So 
he was reconciled to Macherus, upon nis earnest entreaties. 
Accordingly he left Joseph there with his army, but charged 
him to run no hazards, nor to quarrel with Macherus. 

8. But for his own part, he made haste to Antony (who 
was then at the siege of Samosata, a place upon Euphrates), 
with his troops, both horsemen and footmen, to be auxiliaries 
to him : and when* he came to Antioch, and met there a great 
number of men gotten together that were very desirous to go 
to Antony, but durst not venture to go out of fear, because 
the barbarians fell upon men on the road, and slew many, 
so he encouraged them, and became their conductor upon the 
road. Now when they were within two days' march of Sa- 
mosata, the barbarians had laid an ambush there to disturb 
those that came to Antony ; and where the woods made the 

J masses narrow, as they led to the plains, there they laid not a 
ew of their horsemen, who were to lie still until those par- 
sengers were gone by into the wide place. ' Now as soon as 
the first ranks were gone by (for Herod brought on the rear), 
those that lay in ambush, who were about five hundred, fell 
upon them on the sudden ; and when they had put the fore- 
most to flight, the king came riding hard, with the forces that 
were about him, and immediately drove back the enemy ; by 
which means he made the minds of his own men courageous, 
and emboldened them to go on, insomuch that those who ran 
away before now returned back, acid the barbarians were 
slain on all sides. The king also went on killing them, and 
recovered all the baggage, among which were a great number 
of beasts for burden, and of slaves, and proceeded on in his 
march ; and whereas there were a great number of those in 
the woods that attacked them, and were near the passage that 
led into the plain, he made a sally upon these also with a 
strong body of men ; and put them to flight, and slew many 
of them, and thereby r^dcred the way safe for those that 
came after ; and these called Herod their saviour and 
protector. 

9. And when he was near to Samosata, Antony sent out 
his army in all their proper habiliments to meet him, in order 
to pay Herod this respect, and because of the assistance he 
had given him : for he had heard what attacks the barbarians 
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had made upon him [in Judea]. He also was very glad to 
tee him there, as having been made acquainted with the great 
actions he bad performed upon the road : so he entertained 
him very kindly, and could not but admire his courage. An* 
tony also embraced him as soon as he saw him, and saluted 
him after a most affectionate manner, and gave him the upper 
hand, as having himself lately made him a king ; and in a 
little time Antiochus delivered up the fortress, and on that 
account this war was at an end ; then Antony committed the 
rest to Sosius, and gave him orders to assist Herod, and went 
himself to Egypt. Accordingly Sosius sent two legions be- 
fore into Judea to the assistance of Herod, and he followed 
himself with the body of the army. 

10. Now Joseph was already slain in Judea, in the manner 
following : he forgot what charge his brother Herod had 
given him when he went to Antony ; and when he had pitched 
his camp among the mountains, for Macherus had lent him 
five regiments, with these he went hastily to Jericho, in order 
to reap the com thereto belonging ; and as the Roman regU 
ments were but newly raised, and were unskilful in wars, ror 
they were in great part collected out of Syria, he was attacked 
by the enemy, and caughC in those places of diflSculty, and 
was himself slain, as he was fighting bravely, and the whole 
army was lost, for there were six regiments slain. So when 
Antigonus had got possession of the dead bodies, he cut off 
Joseph^s head, although Pheroras his brother would have re- 
deemed it at the price of fifty talents. After which defeat, 
the Galileans revolted from their commanders, and took those 
of Herod's party, and drowned them in the lake, and a great 
part of Judea was become seditious ; but Macherus fortified 
the place Gitta [in Samaria.] 

11. At this time messengers came to Herod, and informed 
him of what had been done ; and when he was come to 
Daphne by Antioch, they told him of the ill-fortune that had 
befallen his brother ; which yet he expected, from certam 
visions that appeared to him in his dreams, which clearly fore* 
showed his brother^s death. So he hastened his march ; and 
when he came to Mount Libanus, he received about eight 
hundred of the men of that place, having already with him 
also one Uoman legion ; and with these he came to Ptol^mais* 
Me also marched thence by night with his army, and pro* 
ceeded along Galilee. Here it was that the enemy met him 
and fought him, and were beaten, and shut up in the same 
place of strength whence they had sallied out the day before. 
So he attacked the place in the morning; but, by reason of a 
great storm that was then very violent, he was able to do no^ 
thing, but drew oil' his army into the neighbouring villages ; 
yet as soon as the other legion that Antony sent him was com? 
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to his asnitsnoe, those tbut were in garrison in the pltces were 
4ifrnd, and deserted it in the niffht-time. Then did the king 
inarch hastily to Jericho, intending to avenge himself on the 
enemy for the slaughter of his brother ; and when he bad 
pitched his tents, be made a feast for the principal command- 
effs; and after this collation was over, and he had dismissed his 
guests, he retired to his own chamber. And here may one see 
what kindness God had for the king ; for the upper part of 
the house fell down when nobody was in it, and so killed 
none, insomuch that all the people believed that Herod was 
beloved of God, since he had escaped such a great and sur- 
prising danger. 

12. But the next day six thousand of the enemy came down 
from the tops of the mountains to fight the Romans, which 
greatly terrified them ; and the soldiers that were in light ar^ 
tnour came near and pelted the king^s gufards that were come 
out with darts and stones, and one of them hit him on tlie side 
with a dart. Antigonus also sent a commander against Sama^ 
ria, whose name was Pappus, with some forces, being de- 
urous to show the enemy how potent he was, and that he had 
men to spare in his war with them : he sat down to oppose 
Macherus ; but Herod, when he had taken five cities, took 
such as were left in them, being about two thousand, and 
slew them, and burnt the cities themselves, and then returned 
to go against Pappus, who was encamped at a village called 
Isanas^ and there ran in to him many out of Jericho and 
Judea, near to which places he was, and the enemy fell upon 
his men, so stout were they at this time, and joined battle 
with them, but he beat them in the fight ; and in order to be 
revenged on them for the slaughter of his brother, he pur- 
sued tnem sharply, and killed them as they ran away : and 
as the houses were full of armed men, and many of them 
ran as far as the tops of the houses, he got them under his 
power, and pulled down the roofs of the houses *■ ; and saw 
their lower rooms full of soldiers that were caught, and lay all 
on a heap ; so they threw stones down upon them as they lay 
piled one upon another, and thereby killed them : nor was 
there a more frightful spectacle in all the war than this, where 
beyond the walls an immense multitude of dead men lay 
heaped one upon another. This action it was which chiefly 
brake the spirits of the enemy, who expected now what 
would come ; for there appeared a mighty number of people 
that came from places far distant, that were now about the 

* It may be worth our obserration here, that these soldiers of Herod*ii 
ttmiA not have gotten upon the tops of these houses which were ftiU of ene- 
niflB, in order to pull up the upper floors, and destroy them beneath, but by 
laddem from the outside ; whidi illustrates some texts in the New Testament, 
bv which it appears that men used to ascend thither by ladders on the ont- 
Me. See AfVit. xxiv. 17, Mark xiii. 15, Liuke v. 19, xvii. 31. 
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viUa^) bat tfaeo ma ««ftj ; sod bad it not beai for the depth 
of wintirr, wbioii then irsstrained them, /the king's army bad 
p Mwtl y gone to Jerusalem, bb being ver j courageous at this 
good success, and the whole work had been done ioomediately, 
for Antigoous was already looking about how he might fly 
away, and leave the city. 

Id. At this time the king gave order that the aoldiera 
should go to supper, for it was late at night, while he weot 
into a chamber to use the bath, for he was very weary : and 
here it was that he was in the greatest danger, which yet, by 
God's providence, he escaped ; for as he was naked, and had 
but one servant that followed him, to be with him while he 
was bathing in an inner room, certain of the enemy, who were 
in their armour, and had fled thither out of fear, were then in 
the place ; and as he was bathing, the first of them came out 
with his naked sword drawn, and wenrt out at the doors, and 
after him a second, and a third, armed in like manner, and 
were under such a consternation that they did no hurt to the 
king, and thought themselves to have come ofi^ very well in 
sufrering no harm themselves, in their getting out of the house* 
However, on the next day, he cut off the head of Pappus^ 
for he was already slain, and sent it to Pheroras, as a punish* 
ment of what their brother had suffered by his means ; for he 
was the man that slew him with his own hand. 

14. When the rigour of winter was over, Herod removed 
his array, and came near to Jerusalem, and pitched his camp 
hard by the city. Now this was the third year since he had 
been made king at Rome ; and as he removed his caipp, and 
came near that part of the wall where it could be roost easily 
assaulted, he pitched that camp before the temple, intending 
to make his attacks in the same manner as did Pompey : so 
he encompassed the place with three bulwarks, and erected 
towers, and employed a great many hands about the work, and 
cut down the trees that were round about the city : and when 
he had appointed proper persons to oversee thq works, even 
while the army lay before the city, he himself went to Saroa* 
liav to complete his marriage, and to take to wife the daughter 
of Alexander, the son of Aristobulus ; for he had betrothed 
ber already, as I have before related. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

Sow Hsrcdj when he had married Mariamne^ look Jerusa* 
Urn, mih the JssUtance qf Soaita^ hy Force^ and how the 
Gcroemment of the Asamoneans was put an end to. 

§ 1. After the weddinff was over, came Soiius throu^ 
Phenicia, having sent out nis army before bim over the mid« 
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kDd parts. He also, who was their commander, came himself, 
with a great number of horsemen and footmen. The king 
also came himself from Samaria, and brought with him no 
small army, besides that which was there before, for thej 
were about thirty thousand ; and they all met together at the 
walls of Jerusalem, and encamped at the north wall of the 
city, being now an army of eleven legions, armed men on 
foot, and six thousand horsemen, with other auxiliaries out of 
Syria. The generals were two ; Sosius, sent by Antony to 
assist Herod ; and Herod on his own account, in order to 
take the government from Antigonus, who was declared an 
enemy at Rome, and that he might himself be king, accord* 
ing to the decree of the senate. 

2. Now the Jews that were inclosed within the walls of the 
city fouffht against Herod with great alacrity and zeal (for 
the whole nation was gathered together) ; they also gave out 
many prophecies about the temple, and many things agreeable 
to the people, as if God would deliver them out of the 
dangers they were in ; they had also carried off what was out 
of the city, that they might not leave any thing to aSbrd 
sustenance either for men or for beasts ; and by private rob- 
beries, they made the want of necessaries greater. When 
Herod understood this, he opposed ambushes in the fittest 
places against their private robberies, and he sent^ legions of 
armed men to bring in provisions, and that from remote places, 
so that in a little time they had great plenty of provisions. 
Now the three bulwarks were easily erected, because so many 
hands were constantly at work upon it ; for it was summer 
time ; and there was nothing to hinder them in raising their 
works, neither from the air. nor from the workmen : so they 
brought their engines to bear, and shook the walls of thecity, 
and tried all manner of ways to get in ; yet did not those within 
discover any fear, but they also contrived not a few engines 
to oppose their engines withal. They also sallied out, and 
burnt not only those engines that were not yet perfected, but 
those that were ; and when they came hand to hand, their at- 
tempts were not less bold than those of the Romans, though 
they were behind them in skill. They also erected new works 
when the former were ruined; and making mines underground^ 
they met each other, and fought there ; and making use of 
brutish courage rather than of prudent valour, they persisted 
in this war to the very last : and this they did while a mighty 
army lay round about them, and while they were distressed 
by famine and the want of necessaries ; for this happened to 
be a Sabbatic year. The first that scaled the walls were 
tflrenty chosen tnen, the next were Sosius^s centurions ; for the 
^rst wall was taken in forty days, and the second in fifteen 
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more ; when some of the cloisters that were about tlie temple 
were burnt ; which Herod gave out to have been burnt oy 
Antigonus^ in order to expose him to the hatred of the Jews. 
And when the outer court of the temple, and the lower city* 
were taken, the Jews fled into the inner court of the temple, 
and into the upper city ; but now, fearing lest the Romans 
should hinder them from offering their daily sacrifices to 
God, they sent an embassage, and desired that they would 
only permit them to bring in beasts for sacrifices ; which 
Herod granted, hoping they were going to yield : but when 
he saw that they did nothing of what he supposed, but bitterly 
opposed him, in order to preserve the kingdom to Antigonus^ 
he made an assault upon the city, and took it by storm ; and 
now all parts were full of those that were slain, by the rage 
of the Romans at the long duration of the siege, and by the 
zeal of the Jews that were on Herod''s side, who were not 
willing to leave one of their adversaries alive ; so they were 
murdered continually in the narrow streets, and in the houses 
by crowds, and as they were flying to the temple for shelter ; 
and there was no pity taken of either infants dr the aged, nor 
did they spare so much as the weaker sex ; nay, although the 
king sent about, and besought them to spare the people, yet 
nobody restrained their hand from 'slaughter, but, as if they 
were a company of madmen, they fell upon persons of all 
ages, without distinction ; and then Antigonus, without regard 
to either his past or present circumstances, came down from 
the citadel, and fell down at the feet of 3osius ; who took no 
pity of him in the change of his fortune, but insulted him be- 
yond measure, and called him Antigone [i. e. a woman, and 
not a man], yet did he not treat him as it* he were a woman, 
by letting him go at liberty ; but put him into bonds^ and 
kept him in close custody. 

8. And now Herod, having overcome his enemies, his care 
was to govern those foreigners who had been his assistants ; 
for the crowd of strangers rushed to see the temple, and the 
sacred things in the temple ; but the king, thrnkmg a victory 
to be a more severe affliction than a defeat, if any of those 
things which it was not lawful to see should be seen by them, 
used entreaties and threatenings, and even sometimes force 
itself, to restrain them. He also prohibited the ravage that 
was made in the city, and many times asked Sosius, whether 
the Romans would empty the city both of money and men, 
and leave him king of a desert ; and told him that he esteemed 
the dominion over the whole habitable earth as by no means 
an equivalent satisfaction ibr such a murder of hi? citizens : 
and when he said that this plunder was justly to be permitted 
the soldiers, for the sie;rc they had undergone, he replied, that 
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he would give every one their reward out of hta own money' : 
and by this vseana he redeemed what remaiDed of the city 
from destruction ; and he performed what be bad promised 
him, for he gave a noble present to every aoldier» and 4 pro- 
portionable present to their commanders, but a most royal 
present to Soaius himself, till they all went away full of money. 
4. This destruction * befell the city of Jerusalem when 
Marcus Agrippa and Caninius Gallus were consuls of Rome, 
on the hundred eighty and 6fth olympiad, on the third month, 
on the solemnity of the fast ; as if a periodical revolution of 
calamities had returned, since that which befell the Jews und^ 
Pompey ; for the Jews were taken by him on the same day ; 
and this was after twenty-seven years time. So when Sosius 
had dedicated a crown of gold to God, he marched away from 
Jerusalem, and carried Antigonus with him in bonds to An.> 
tony ; but Herod was afraid lest Antigonus should be kept 
in prison [only] by Antony, and that, when he was carried 
to Rome by him, he might get his cause to be heard by the 
senate, and might demonstrate, as he was himself of the royal 
blood, and Herod but a private man, that therefore it be- 
longed to his sons, however, to have the kingdom, on aocount 
of the family they were of, in case he had himself offended 
the Romans by what he had done. Out of Herod's fear of 
this it was, that he, by giving Antony a great deal of money, 
endeavoured to persuade him to have Antigonus slain>. whicb^ 
if it were once done, he should be free from that fear« And 

* Note here, that Josephus fully and frequently assures us that there passed 
above three years between Herod*s first obtaining the kingdom of Rome, and 
hla second obtaining it upon the taking of Jerusalem, and death ef Antigonus. 
The present history of thu interval twice mentions the army*s going into 
winter^uarters, which perhaps belonged to two several winters, eh. xv. sec^ 
S, 4 ; and though Josephus says nothing how long they lay hi these quarters, 
yet does he give such an account of the long and studied delays of Ventidnu 
Silo, and Macherus, who were to see Herod settled in his new kingdom (but 
seem not to have had sufficient forces for that purpose, and were for certain 
all corrupted by Antigonus, to make the longest delays possible), and gives 
us sueh particular accounts of the many great actions performed by Herod 
during the same interval, as fairly imply that interval, before Herod weM tt 
Samosata, to have been very considerable. However, what is wiM^tipg ip 
Josephus is fully supplied by Moses Chorenensis, the Armenian historian, 
IB his history of the same interval, B. iL ch. zzvii. where he directly assures 
us, that Tigranes, then king of Armenia, and the principal maaager of this 
Parthian war, reigned two years after Herod was made king at Rome ; and 
yet Antony did not hear of his death, in that very neighbourhood, at Samo- 
sata, till he was come thither to besiege it x after which Herod brought him 
an army, which was 340 miles march, and through a difficult oountvy, fuU of 
enemies also, and joined with him in the siege of Samosata, till that dty was 
taken ; then Herod and Sosius march back with their large armies the san^e 
number of S40 miles, and when in a little time they sat down to besiege Jem* 
salem, they were not able to take it, but by a siege of five months* iUl whidi 
put together, fully supplies what is wanting in Josephus, and secures the eatire 
chronology of these times beyond contradiction. 
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thus did the government of the Asamoneans cease, an hundred 
twenty and six years after it was first set up. This family was 
a splendid and an illustrious one, both on account of the no^ 
bility of their stock, and of the dignity of the high-priesthood, 
as also for the glorious actions their ancestors had performed 
for our nation : but these men lost the government, by their 
dissensions one with another ; and it oaoie to Herod the son 
of Antipater, who was of no more than a vulgar family, and 
of no eminent extraction, but one that was subject to other 
kings : and this is what history tells us was the end of the 
Asamunean family. 
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BOOK XV. 



Containing an interval of EtghUen Years. 

FROM Tax DSATH OT AVTiaOKirS TO THE FINiaBIKO OF TU£ 

TEMPLE BT HEKOD. 

CHAP. I. 

Concerning PoUio and Sameae. Herod slays the principal 
of Antigojius4 Friends^ and spoils the City of its WeaUh, 
Antony beheads Antigonus, 

§ 1. Jlxow Sosius and Herod took Jerusalem by force ; and 
besides that, how they took Antigonus captive, has been re- 
lated by us in the foregoing book. We will now proceed in 
the narration. And since Herod had now the government of 
all Judea put into his hands, he promoted such of the private 
men of the city as had been of his party, but never left off 
avenging and punishing every day tnose that hafl chosen to 
be of the party of his enemies : But Pollio the Pharisee, and 
Sameas, a disciple of his, were honoured by hhn i^xxve all 
the rest ; for when Jerusalem was besieged, they advised the 
citizens to receive Herod, for which advice they were well 
requited ; but this Pollio, at the time when Herod was once 
upon his trial of life and death, foretold, in way of reproach> 
to Hyrcanus and the other judges, how this Herod whom 
they suffered now to escape, would afterward inflict punish- 
ment on them all ; which had its completion in time, while 
God fulfilled the word he bad spoken. 
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3. At this time Herod, now he had gotten Jerusalem under 
his power, carried off all the royal ornaments, and spoiled the 
wealthy men of what they had gotten ; and when, by these 
means, he had heaped together a ^reat quantity of ulver and 
gold, he gave it all to Antony, and his friends that were about 
him. He also slew forty-five of the principal men of Antigo- 
nus^s party, and set guards at the gates of the city, that no- 
thing might be carried out together with their dead bodies. 
They also searched the dead, and whatsoever was found, «• 
ther of silver or gold, or other treasure, it was carried to the 
king ; nor ^itras there any end of the miseries be brought upon 
them ; and this distress was in part occasioned by the cove- 
tousness of the prince regent, who was still in want of more, 
and in part, by the Sabbatic year, which was still going on, 
and forced the country to lie still uncultivated^ since we are 
forbidden to sow our land in that year. Now when Antony 
had received Antigonus as his captive, he determined to keep 
him against his triumph ; but when he heard that the nation 
grew seditious, and that, after their hatred to Herod, thej 
continued to bear good-will to Antigonus, he resolved to b^ 
head him at Antioch, for otherwise the Jews could no waj 
be brought to be quiet. And Strabo of Cappadocia attesta 
to what I have said, when he thus speaks : ^^ Antony ordered 
Antigonus the Jew to be brought to Antioch, and there to 
be beheaded ; and this Antony seems to me to have been the 
very first man who beheaded a king, as supposing he could 
no other way bend the minds of the Jews, so as to receive He- 
rod, whom he had made king in his stead ; fox by no torments 
could they be forced to call him king, so great a fondness 
they had for their former king ; so he thought this disho- 
nourable death would diminish the value they had for Anti- 
gonus's memory, and at the same time would diminish the 
hatred they bare to Herod." Thus far Strabo. 
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CHAP. 11. 

How Hyrcantu was set at liberty by the PartJiianSf and re- 
turned to Herod ; and what Alexandra did wlien she heard 
that Ananelus wa^ made High-Priest. 

8 1. Now after Herod was in possession of the kingdom, 
Hyrcanus the high-priest, who was then a captive among the 
Parthians, came to him again, and was set free from his cap^ 
tivity in the manner following : Barzaplmrnes and Pacorus, 
the generals of the Parthians, took Hyrcanus, who was first 
made high-priest, and afterward king, and Herod's brother, 
Pbasaclus, captives, and were carrying them away into Par- 
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thia. Pbaaaelus indeed could not bear the reproach of being 
in bonds; and, thinking that death with glory was better than 
any life whatsoever, he became his own exectioner, as I have 
formerly related. 

2. But when Hyrcanus was brought into Parthia, the king 
Phraates treated him after a very gentle manner, as having al- 
ready learned of what an illustrious family he was ; on which 
account he set him free from his bonds, and gave him an ha- 
bitation at Babylon *, where there were Jews in great num- 
bers. These tf ews honoured Hyrcanus as their nigh-priest 
and king ; as did all the Jewish nation that dwelt as far as 
Euphrates ; which respect was very much to his satisfaction. 
But when he was informed that Herod had received the king- 
dom, new hopes came upon him, as having been himself stui 
of a kind disposition towards him ; and expecting that Herod 
would bear m mind what favour he had received from him, 
and when he was upon his trial, and when he was in danger 
that a capital sentence would be pronounced against him, he 
delivered him from that danger, and from all punishment. 
Accordingly, he talked of that matter with the Jews that 
came often to him with great affection ; but they endeavoured 
to retain him among them, and desired that be would stay 
with them, putting him in mind of the kind offices and ho- 
nours they aid him ; and that those honours thev paid him 
were not at all inferior to what they could pay either to their 
high-priests or their kings : and what was a greater motive to 
determine him, they said, was this, that he could not have 
those dignities [in Judea], because of that maim in his body 
which had been inflicted on him by Antiffonus; and that 
kings do not use to requite men for those Kindnesses which 
they received when they were private persons ; the height of 
their fortune making usually no small changes in them. 

S. Now, although they suggested these arguments to him 
for his own advantage, yet did Hyrcanus still desire to de- 
part. Herod also wrote to him, and persuaded him to desire 
of Phraates, and the Jews that were there, that they should 
not grudge him the royal authority, which he should have 
jointly with himself; for that now was the proper time for 
himself to make him amends for the favours he had received 
from him, as having been brought up by him, and saved by 
him also, as well as for Hyrcanus to receive it. And as he 
wrote thus to Hyrcanus, so did he send also Saramallas, his 

* Th« city here called Bai^n bv Joiephus seems to be one whirh wm 
built by loine of the Seleucidv upon tiie Hg^s, which, long after the ntter 
desdaAion of old Babylon, was commonly so called ; and, I suppose, not far 
from Seleueia ; just tA the later adjoining dty Bagdat hat been, snd is often 
called by the same old name of Babylon till this rery day. 

VOL. IX. * T 
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ambassadors to Phmates, and many presents with him ; wtA 
desired him in the most obliging way, that he would be no 
hiiidranee (o his gratitude towards his benefactor. But this 
zeal of Herod's did not flow from that principle ; but became 
be had been made goTenior of that country without harjn|( 
any iust claim to it, as he was afraid, and that upon feasons 
TOod enough, of a change in his condition, and so made vfaixt 
haste he could to get Hyrcanus into his power, or indeed tp 
put him Qiute out of the way : which last thing he compassed 
afterward. 

4. Accordingly, when Hyrcanus came, full of assurance, 
by the permission of the king of Parthia, and at tile expense 
of the Jews, who supplied him with money, Herod received 
him with all possible respect, and gave him the upper place 
at public meetings, and set him above all the rest at feasts, 
and thereby deceived him. He called him his father ; and 
endeavoured, by all the ways possible, that he might hove no 
suspicion of any treacherous design against him. He also 
did other IJungs, in order to secure his government, wfaidb 
yet occasioned a sedition in his own family : for, hmg cau- 
tious how he made any * illustrious person the hi?h-priest of 
God, he sent for an obscure priest but of Babylon, wfaoie 
name was Ananelus, and bestowed the high-priesthood upon 
him. 

5. However, Alexandra, the daughter of Hyrcanus and 
wife of Alexander, the son of Aristobulua the king, who had 
also brought Alexander [two] children, could not bear this 
indignity. Now this son was one of the greatest comeliness, 
and was called Aristobulus ; and the daughter, Mariamne, 
was married to Herod, and eminent for her beauty also. 
This Alexandra was much disturbed, and took this indignitj 
offered to her son extremely ill, that while he was alive, any 
one else should be sent for to have the dignity of the high- 
priesthood conferred upon him. Accord'ragly she wrote to 
Cleopatra (a musician assisting her in taking care to have her 
letters carried), to desire her intercession with Antony, in 
order to gain the high-priesthood for her son. 

* Here we have an eminent example of Herod*B worldly- and profane poU- 
tioB ; when by the abuse of his unlawful and usurped power, to make whomke 
pleased high-priest, in the person of Ananelus, he occasioned such disturbancsi 
in hit Jcingdom, and in his own family, as suflEered him to enjoy no lasting pCMS 
or tranquillity ever afterward : and such is frequently the effect of pr o fta ae 
court-politics about matters of religion in other ages and nations. The Old 
Testament is full of the miseries of the people of the Jews derived from lodi 
court-politics, especially in and after the days of Jeroboam tlxe son of Ncbm, 
who made Jirael io sin ; who gave the most pernicious oxample of it ; whfi 
brought on the grossest corruption of religion by it ; and the puniihinentsf 
whose family for it was most remarkable. The case is too well known to itaiMi 
in need of particular citations. 



CUAP« II. ANTIQUITIBS OF TUB J^WS. JStS 

6. But aft Antony v^s slow in graDUog tbia requett, hia 
friend Dellius * tame into Judea upon some affairs, and when 
he saw Aristobulnst he stood in admiration at the tallnesaand 
handsomeness of the child, and no less at Mariaame* the 
king's wife, and was ofiea in his commendations of Alexandra, 
as the mother of most beautiful children ; and when she came 
to discourse with him, he persuaded h^r to get pictures drawn 
of them both, and to send them to Antony, for that, when he 
saw them, he wcuild deny her nothing that she would ask. 
Accordingly Alexandra was elevated with these ^ords of his, 
and sent the pictures to Antony. Oelliusalso talked extra- 
viigantly, and said, that " these children seemed not derived 
from men, but from some god or other.'* His design in do- 
ing so was to entice Antony into lewd pleasures with them, 
who was ashamed to send for the damsel, as being the wife 
of Herod ; and avoided it because of the reproaches he should 
have fropd Cleopatra on that account ; but he sent, in the 
most dtooent manner he could, for the youn? man ; but add-. 
ed this withal, ^* unless he thought it hard upon him so to 
do."^ When this letter was brought to Herod, he did not 
think ic safe for him to send one so handsome as was Aristo- 
bulu% in the jpirime of his life, for he was sixteen years of 
9ge, and of so noble a family, and particularly not to Anrony, 
Uie princjpai-^maQ among the Romans, and one that would 
abus^ him in bis ^woaours ; and beaod^ one that openly indulg- 
^ bijBself in such pleasures, as his power allowed him, with- 
out oontroul. He therefore wrote back to him, that *< if 
tbi$ boy should only go out of the country, all would be in a 
slate of war and uproar ; because the Jews were in hopes of 
a change in the government, and to have another king over 
them.'" 

7. When Herod had thus excused himself to Antony, he 
resolved that he would not entirely permit the child of Alex- 
andra to be treated dishonourably ; but his wife Mariamne 
lay vehemently at him to restore the high-priesthood to her 
brother, and he judged it was for his advantage so to do ; be- 
cause, if he once had tb^t dignitv, he could not go out of 
the country. So he called his iriends together, and told 
them, that *< Alexandra privately conspired against his royal 
authority, and endeavoured, by the means of Cleopatra, so 
to bring it about, that he might be deprived of the govern- 
ment, and that, by Antony's means, this youth might have the 
management of public affairs in his stead ; and that this pro- 
cedure of hers was unjust, since she would at the same time 
deprive her daughter of the dignity she now had, and would 

" Of this wkked Delliut, tee the note on the war, B. i. chap. xv. vect. 8. 
r6L Hi. 
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bring disturbamce apon the kingdom i for which he had taken 
8 great deal of pains, and had gotten it with extraordinary 
hazards : that yet, while be well remembered her wicked 
practices, he would not leave off doing what was right him-* 
self, but would even now give the youth the high^riesthood ; 
and that he formerly set up Ananelus, because Afistobulus 
was then so very young a child.^ . Now when he had said 
this, not at random, but as he thought with the best discre- 
tion he had, in order to deceive the women, and those frienda 
whom he had taken to consult withal, Alexandra, out of the 

?;reat joy she had at this unexpected promise, and out of fear- 
rom the suspicions she lay under, fell a-weeping ; and made 
the following apology for herself, and said that ** as to the 
[high] priesthood, she was very much concerned for the dis- 
grace her son was under ; and so did her utmost endeavours 
to procure it for him : but that as to the kingdom she had 
made no attempts, and that, if it were offered her [for her 
son], she would not accept it ; and that now she would be 
satisfied with her son''s dignity, while he himself held the 
civil government, and she had thereby the security that arose 
from his peculiar ability in governing, to all the rennunder of 
her family ; that she was now overcome by bis benefitSi and 
thankfully accepted of this honour showed by him to her son^ 
and that she would hereafter be entirely obedient : and she 
desired him to excuse her, if the nobility of her family, and 
that freedom of acting which she thought that allowed her^ 
had made her act too precipitately and imprudently in this 
matter." So, when they had spoken thus to one another, thev 
came to an agreement, and all suspicions, so far as appeared^ 
Tirere vanished away. 
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CHAP. III. 



How Herod, upon making AristobtUus, High^Priesif tool 
Care thai he should be murdered m a little Time ,• and 
what Apology he made to Antony about Aristdbulua : a$ 
also concerning Joseph and Mariamne. 

§ 1. So king Herod immediately took the high-priesthood 
away from Ananelus, who, as we said before, was not of this 
country, but one of those Jews that had been carried captive 
beyond Euphrates; for there were not a few ten thousands 
of this people that had been carried captives, and dwelt about 
Babylonia, whence Ananelus came. He was one* of the 



* When Josephus says here, that this Ananelus, the nevr higb.priaBC, _ 
^the ttock of the high^priesit, and since he had been just telling' us that he 
was the prip*t of an nb»cure family or rhararter, ch. ii. sect. 4, it iti'not at all 
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Stock of the high-priests, and bad been of old a particular 
friend of Herod^s ; and when be was first made king, he coo* 
ferred that dignity upon him, und now put him out of it 
affain, in order to quiet the troubles in his family ; tbougli 
what he did was plainly unlawful, for at no other time [of old! 
was any one that had once been in that dignity deprived of 
it. It was Antiochus Epiphanes who first brake that law, 
and deprived Jesus, and made his brother Onias higb-priest 
in his stead. Aristobulus was the second that did so, and 
took that dignity from his brother [Hyrcanus]; and this He- 
rod was the third who took that high office away [from 
Ananelus], and gave it to this young man, Aristobulus, in 
his stead. 

2. And now Herod seemed to have healed the divisions in 
his family ; yet was he not without suspicion, as is frequent- 
ly the case of people seeming to be reconciled to one ano^ 
ther, but thou^t that, as Alexandra had already made at* 
tempts tending to innovations, so did he fear that she would 
go on therein, if she found a fit opportunity for so doing: so 
be gave a command, that she should dwell m the palace, and 
meddle with no public afiairs : her guards also were so care- 
ful, that nothing she did in private life every day was con- 
cealed. All these hardships put her out of patience, by little 
and little, and she began to hate Herod ; for as she had the 
pride of a woman to tne utmost degree, she had great indig- 
nation at this suspicious guard that was about her, as desirous 
rather to undergo any thing that could befall her, than to be 
deprived of her liberty of speech ; and, under the notion of an 
honorary guard, to live in a state of slavery and terror: she 
therefore sent to Cleopatra, and made a long complaint of 
the circumsUvices she was in, and entreated her to do her 
utmost for her assistance. Cleopatra hereupon advised her 
to take her son with her, and come away immediately to her 
into Egypt. This advice pleased her ; and she had this con- 
trivance for getting away : she got two coflins made, as if they 
were to carry away two dead bodies, and put herself into 
one, and her son into the other, and gave orders to such of 
her servants as knew of her intentions, to carry them away in 
the night time. Now their road was to be thence to the sea- 

)>robftb]e that he could so toon say that he was of fA^ ttock </ the Mpk- 
prieits. However, Jonephus here makes a remarkable ohierTation, that thiA 
Ananelus was the third that was ever uiijiutly and wickedly turned out of 
the high-prifsthood by the civil power ( no king: or guvcruor having ventured 
to do so tnat Josephus knew of, but that heathen tyrant and persecutor An- 
tiaclraa Epiphanes ; that bafbarous parriride AriAtolmlun, the first that took 
royal authority among the Maccabeii; and thiH tyrant king, Herod the 
Great ; although afterward that infamous pructi<>e became frcqitent, till the 
very dc^trurtion of JenisKilem, when the onicc of hi(;h-prip«thond wns at »n 

rnd. 
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side, ftnd there wtw a afaiip mdy to eifnjr tlm isftd SmiL 
Now JEwofj one of h«r ttrTavIs, faapfwoed to fdi iifkiD "Sab* 
Moti4 one of her friends, aiu} spake of this matter to hiin, ai 
thinkioff he had kfiown of it before. When Sabbion knew 
this (who had formerly been ah enemy of Herod's, and been 
iMeemed one of tboi^ that laid snares for^ and gave the pois 
son to [his father} Antipater), be expected that tbb disco^ 
rery would change Herod's hatred into kindness, so be told 
the king of this prirate stratngem of Alexandra's : whereupon 
he sufiered her to proceed to the execution of her project, 
and caught her in the very fact ; but still he passed by her of^ 
fence ; and though he had a great mind to do it, he durst not 
inflict any thing that was severe upon her : for he knew thai 
Cleopatra would not bear that he should have her accused, 
on account of her hatred to him ; but made a show as if it 
were rather the generosity of his soul, and his great modera*> 
tion, that made him forgive them. However, he fully pro*> 
posed to himself to put this young man out of the way by 
one meaiis or other ; but he thought he might in probability 
be better concealed in doing it^ if he did it not presently, nor 
immediately after what had lately happened. 

3. And now, upon the approach of the feast of tabernacles^ 
which as a festival very much observed among us, he let those 
days pass over ; and both he and the rest of the people were 
therein very merry ; yet did the envy, which at this tiine arose 
in him, cause him to make haste to do what he was about, 
and provoke him to it ; for when this youth Aristobulus, who 
was now in the seventeenth year of nis age, went up to the 
altar, according to the law, to offer the sacrifices, and this 
with the ornaments of his high-priesthood, and when he * 
performed the sacred oflSces, he seemed to«be exceeding 
comely, and taller than men usually were at thai age, and to 
exhibit in his countenance a great deal of that high family he 
was sprung from, and a warm zeal and affection towards him 
appeared among the people, and the memory of the actions 
of his grandfather Aristobulus was fresh in their minds i and 
their aiffections got so far the mastery of them, that they could 
not forbear to snow their inclinations to him. They at onoe 
rejoiced, and were confounded, and mingled with ffood wishes 
their jovful acclamations which they made to him, till the 
good will of the multitude was made too evident, and they 
more rashly proclaimed the happitiess they had received iroln 
his family than was fit under a monarchy to have don^ 
Upon all this, Herod resolved to complete what he had in- 
tended against the young man. When, therefore, the festival 

* Tliis entirely confutes the Talmudists, who pretend thst no oo^ under 
twenty jexn of age could officiate as high priest among the Jewn. 



CHAP. HI. ANTIQUITIBft OF THE JfiWft. ggfj 

WA» cHrer, and Jie was feaatiog at * Jericbo witb Alexafkba^ 
who ettteruiined him therey he was then very pleasant with the 
youDg BMin, and drew him into a Jonely pJace, and at the 
same time played with bim in a juvenile and Icidicroua man*- 
ner. Now the nature of that place was hotter than ordinary ; 
so they went out in a body, and of a sudden, aiid in a vein of 
madnessr and as they stood by the fish ponds, of wbieh there 
were Wge oskH about tiie house, they went to cool tliemselvea 
[by bathiiYg], because it was in the nudsi of a hot day. Al 
first they were only spectators of Ilerod^s servants and ao- 
quaintance as they were swimming; but, after a 'while, the 
young man, at the instigation of Herod, went into the water 
among them, while such of Herod''s acquaintance, as be had 
appointed to do it, dipped him, as he was swimming, and 
plunged him under water, in the dark of the evening, as if it 
had been done in sport only, nor did they desist till he was 
entirely sufibcated; and thus was Aristobulus murdered^ 
having lived no more in all than -{- eighteen years, and kept the 
high-priesthood one year cnly : which high-priesthood Ana- 
nekis now recovered again. 

4. When this sad accident was told tlie women, their joy 
was soon changed to lamentation, at the sight of the deed 
body that lay before them, and their sorrow was immoderate. 
The city also of [Jerusalem], upon the spreading of thia 
news, were in very great grief, every family looking on this 
calamity as if it had not belonged to another, but that one of 
themselves was slain ; but Alexandra was more deeply af- 
fected, upon her knowledge that he had been destroyed [on 
Eurpose]. Her sorrow was greater than that of othersi by 
er knowing how the murder was committed ; but she waa 
under a necessity of bearing up under it, out of hor prospect 
of a greater mischief that might otherwise follow : and she 
oftentimes came to an inclination to kill herself with her own 
hand, but still she restrained herself, in hopes she might iive 
longer, and to give no occasion to think she suspected that 
her son was slain on purpose ; and supposed that she might 
thereby be in a capacity of revenging it at a proper oppor- 
tunity. Thus did she restrain herself, that she might not be 
noted for entertaining any such suspicion. However, Herod 
endeavoured that none abroad should believe that the child^s 

* An Hebrew cfaronid^, cited by Belsad, says, Uu* drowniiig was at Jer* 
<ia», not at Jeriehoy and this even when he quotes Jo«ephu8. I suspect the 
transcriber of the Hebrew chnndde mlttoox the name, and wmte Jordan 
nt flerieko, 

t The reading of one of Josephns*t Greek MSS. aeeou here to be right, 
that Aristobulua was not eighteen pmurt old^ when he was drowned ; lor he was 
not tetfenleenwhen he was made Mgh-priest, ch. ii. met. 9^, ch. iii. n^ct. SI, and 
he continued in that oAre bnt one year, aa in the place befoiw at. 
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death was cauwd by any design of his : and for this purpose 
he did not only use the ordinary signs of sorrow, but feU in- 
to tears also, and exhibited a real confusion of soul, and 
perhaps his affections were overcome on this occasion, when 
he saw the child^s countenance so youn^ and so beautiAil, al- 
though his death were supposed to tend to his own security ; 
so far at least this grief served as to make some apology for 
him : and as for his funeral, that he took care should be very 
magnificent) by making great preparation of a sepulchre to 
lay his body in, and providing a great quantitj^ of spices, and 
burying many ornaments together with him ; till the very wo> 
men, who were in such deep sorrow, were astonished at it, 
and received in this way some consolation. 

6. However, no such things could overcome Alexandra's 
grief, but the remembrance of this miserable case made her 
sorrow both deep and obstinate. Accordingly she wrote an 
account of this treacherous scene to Cleopatra, and how her 
son was murdered ; but Cleopatra, as she had formerly been 
desirous to give her what satisfaction she could, and commi- 
serating Alexandra's misfortunes, made the case her own, 
and would not let Antony be quiet, but excited him to punish 
the child^s murder, for thai it was an unworthy thing that 
Herod, who had been by him made king of a kingdom that 
no way belonged to him, should be guilty of such horrid 
crimes against those that were of the royal blood in reality. 
Antony was persuaded by these arguments ; and when he 
came to Loadicea, he sent and commanded Herod to come 
and make his defence, as to what be had done to Aristobulus ; 
for that such a treacherous design was not well done, if he 
had any hand in it. Herod was now in fear, both of the ac- 
cusation, and of Cleopatra's ill will to him ; which was such, 
that she was ever endeavouring to make Antony hate him. 
He therefore determined to obey his summons, for he had no 
possible way to avoid it ; so he left his uncle Joseph, procu- 
rator for his government, and for the public affairs ; and gave 
him a private charge, that if Antony should kill him, he also 
should kill Mariamne immediately ; for that he had a tender 
affection for this his wife, and was afraid of the injury that 
should be offered him, if, after his death, she, for her beauty, 
should be engaged to some other man : but his intimation 
was nothing but this at the bottom, that Antony had fallen 
in love witn her, when he had formerly heard somewhat of 
her beauty. So when Herod had given Joseph this charge, 
and had indeed no sure hopes of escaping with his life, ne 
went away to Antony. 

6. But as Joseph was administering the public affairs of 
\he kingdom, and for that reason was very frequently witl^ 
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Matiamiie ; both because his business required it, and beeaust 
of the respects he ought to pay the queen, he frequently let 
himself into discourse about Herod's kindness, and great at 
fection towards her ; and when the women « especially Alex-* 
andra, used to turn his discourses into feminine raillery* 
Joseph was so over desirous to demonstrate the kineV incli- 
nations, that he proceeded so far as to mention the charge he 
had received ; and thence drew his demonstration, that Herod 
was not able to live without her ; and that, if he should come 
to any ill end, he could not endure a separation from her, even 
after he was dead. Thus spake Joseph. But the women» 
as was natural, did not take this to be an instance of Herod^s 
strong affection for them, but of his severe usage of them, 
that they should not escape destruction, nor a tyrannical 
death, even when he was dead himself : and this saying [of 
Joseph^s] was a foundation for the women'*s severe suspicione 
about. him afterwards. 

7. At this time a report went about the city Jerusalem, 
among Herod^s enemies, that Antony had tortured Herod, 
and put him to death. This report, as is natural, disturbed 
those that were about the palace, but chiefly the women : up- 
on which Alexandra endeavoured to persuade Joseph to go 
out of the palace, and fly away with them to the ensigns of 
the Roman legion, which then lay encamped about the. city, 
as a ffuard to the kingdom, under the command of Julius ; 
for that by this means, if any disturbance should happini 
about the palace, they should be in greater security, as hav- 
ing the Romans favourable to them ; and that besides, they 
hoped to obtain the highest authority, if Antony did but onoe 
see Mariamne, by whose ' means they should recover the 
kingdom, and want nothing which was reasonable for them 
to hope for, because of their royal extraction. 

8. But as they were in the midst of these deliberations, 
letters were brought from Herod about all his affairs, and 
proved contrary to the report, and of what they before ex* 
pected ; for when he was come to Antony, he soon recovered 
nis interest with him, by the presents he made him, wluch 
he had brought with him from Jerusalem, and he soon in- 
duced him, upon discoursing with him, to leave off his indig- 
nation at him : so that Cleopatra^s persuasions had less force 
than the arguments and presents ne brought, to regain his 
friendship : for Antony said, that ** it was not good to require 
an account of a king, as to the aflairs of his government ; for 
at this rate he could be no king at all, but that thbse who 
had given him that authority ought to permit him to make 
use c^ it.^ He also said the same things to Cleopatra, that 
}t would be best for her not busilv to meddle with the acts of 
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tbe lung'i goretiiBieBt. Herod wrote an Acooiftit of ihese 
things ; and *' enlarged upon tbe otlier honours wbieb he had 
received from AnU>ny i bow h^ aat by him at hit bearmg 
cauHes, and took hie diet with bioci every day ^ and tbM he en- 
joyed those favours from bim^ notwitbfli:andHig th€(reproaehe» 
that Cleo|^tril so severely. laid agatAet biitt« who having M 
gr^at desire tjft bis country, and earnestly^ entreating Antony 
that the kingdom might be given to her) labouiW. with her 
utmost diligence to have him out of the way ; bntlbat he still 
found Antony just to him» and bad no longer any apprtben*- 
sions of bard treatment from him : atid that be was soon 
upon bis return, with a firmer additional astfuraftice of bit f»< 
vour to him, in his reigning and nianaging public affairs ; and 
that there was no longer any hopes for Cleopatra'^s covetous 
temper^ since Antony bad given her Celesyria instead of what 
she desired ) by which means he had al once pacific her, 
and got clear of the entreaties which she made hkt^ to have 
Judtsa bestowed upon hei*. 

9' When these letters were btought, tbe Womdm left off 
their attempt for flying to tbe Romans, which they thought 
of while Herod was supposed to be dead ; yet was not that 
purpose of theirs a secret ; but when tbe king badcondocted 
Antony on his way against the Partbians, be returned to Ji^ 
dea, when both his sister Salome and bis mother informed 
him of Alexandra's intentions. Salome also added somewhat 
farther against Joseph, though it were no more than a calum- 
ny, that be bad often had criminal conversation with Mari* 
aoilie. The reason of her saying so was this, that she for m 
long time bare her ilUwiU ; for, when they had difierenoet with 
ode another, Mariamne took great freedoms, and reproached 
tbe rest for the meanness of their birth. But Herod, whose 
affection to Mariamne was always very warm, was presently 
ditturbedat this, and could not bear the torments of jealousy ; 
but was still restrained from doing any rash thing to her by 
tbe love be had for her : yet did his vehement affection and 
Jealousy together make liim ask Mariamne by herself about 
tbe matter of Joseph ; but she denied it upon her oath, and 
said all that an innocent wom6n could possibly say in her own 
defence; so that by little and little the king was prevailed upon 
So drop the suspicion, and left off his anger at ner ; and being 
overcome with bis passion for bis wife, he made an apcdogy 
So ber for having seemed to believe what he had heard about 
her, and returned her a great many acknowledgments of ber 
modest beliaviour ; and professed the extraordinary affection 
and kindness he had for ber, till at last, as is usual between 
lovers, they both fell into tears, and embraced one another 
with a most tender aflfection. But as the king gave more and 
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Biire MnnMM «f liu bditff ef her fidelity^ fttld ond^voUrcd 
to diAw her to a like ooDfideQco in himt Mariamrie laid, 
** Yet was not that oommand thou gavesty that if any harm 
came to thee from Antony, I» who had been no occasion of 
it, should perish with thee, a si^n of thy love to me,"^ V\ lien 
these words were fallen from her, the kidg Was shocked at 
them* and presently let her go out.of his arms, and cried out, 
and tore his hair with his own hands, and said that now he bdd 
an evident demonstration that Joseph had had criminal con- 
versation with his wife ; for that he would never have uttered 
what he had told him alone by himself, Unless there had 
been such a great familiarity and firm confidence between 
them. And while he was in this passion he had like to 
have killed his wife ; but, being still overborne by his love to 
her, he restrained this his passion, though not without a last- 
ing grief, and disquietness of mind. However, he gave order 
to slay Joseph, without permitting hira to come into his sight : 
and as for Alexandra, he\K>und her, and kept her in custody, 
as the cause of all this mischief. 



CHAP. IV. 

Horo Ckopatra^ token she had gotten Jrom Antony some 
Parts cf Judea and Arabia^ came into Judea : cmd how 
Herod gave her many Presents^ and conducted her on her 
Way back to Egypt. 

§ 1. Now at this time the afiairs of Syria were in confusion 
by Cleopatra's constant persuasions to Antony to make an 
attempt upon every body^s dominions: for she persuaded 
him to take those dominions away from their several princei, 
and bestow them upon her ; and she had a mighty influence 
upon him, by reason of his being enslaved to her by his afl*ec- 
tions. She was also by nature very covetous, and stuck at 
no wickedness. She had already poisoned her brother, be- 
cause she knew that he was to be king of Egypt, and this 
when he was but fifteen years old : and she got her ustef 
Arsinoe to be slain by the means of Antony, when she was 
a suppliant at Diana's temple at Ephesus ; for if there were 
but any hopes of getting money, she would violate both tem- 
ples and sepulchres. Nor was there any holy place, that 
was est^med the most inviolable, from which she would not 
fetch the ornaments it had in it ; nor any place so profane, 
but was to sufibr the most flagitious treatment possible from 
beri if it could but contribute somewhat to the covetous 
humour of this wicked creature : yet did not all this suffice 
so extravagant a woman, who was a slave to her lusts, bilt 
she sull imagined that she wanted every thing she could 
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think of, and did her utmost to gain it ; for which reason she 
hurried Antony on perpetually to depriTe others of th«r do- 
minions, and gave them to her. Ana as she went over Syria 
with him, she contrived to get it into her possession ; so he 
slew Lysanias, the son of Ptolemy, accusing him of his 
iMringing the Parthians upon those countries. She also peti- 
tioned Antony to give her Judea and Arabia ; and in order 
thereto, desired him to take these countries away from their 
present governors. As for Antony, he was so entirely over- 
come 'by this woman, that one would not think her conver- 
sation only could do it, but that he was some way or other 
bewitched to do whatsoever she would have him : yet did the 
grossest parts of her injustice make him so ashamed, that he 
would not always hearken to her, to do those flagrant enor- 
mities she would have persuaded him to. That, therefore, he 
might not totally deny her, nor, by doing every thing that 
ahe enjoined him, appear openly Jto be an ill man« he took 
some parts of each of those countries away from their for* 
mer governors, and ^ave them to her. Thus he gave her the 
cities that were withm the river Eleutherus, as far as Egypt, 
excepting Tyre and ^idon, which he knew to have been free 
cities from their ancestors, although she pressed him very 
often to bestow those on her also. 

S.' When Cleopatra had obtained 'thus much, and had ac- 
companied Antony in his expedition to Armenia, as far as 
Euphrates, she returned back, and came to Apamift and Da- 
mascus, and passed on to Judea, where Herod met her, and 
farmed of her her parts of Arabia, and those revenues thai 
came to her from the region about Jericho. This country 
bears that balsam which is the most precious drug that is 
tliere, and grows there alone. The place bears also palm- 
trees, both many in number, and those excellent in their 
kind. When she was there, and was very oftei^ with Herod, 
she endeavoured to have criminal conversation with the king ; 
nor did she affect secresy in the indulgence of. such sort of 
pleasures ; and perhaps she had in some measure a passion 
of'love to him, or rather, what is most proliable, she laid a 
treacherous snare for him, by aiming to obtain such adulter- 
ous conversation from him ; however, upon the whole, she 
seemed overcome with love to him. Ivow Herod had a 
great while borne no good will to Cleopatra, as knowing 
that she was a woman irksome to all ; and at that Uwve he 
thought her particularly worthy of his hatred, if this attempt 
proceeded out of lust ; he had also thought of preventing 
her intrigues, by putting her to death, if such were her en- 
deavours. However, he refused to comply with her propo- 
sals, and called a council of his friendK to consult with them, 
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** Whether be should not kill her, now he had her in his 
power ? 'for that he should thereby deliver all those from a 
multitude of erils^ to whom she was already become irksomet 
and was • expected to be still so for the time to come; and 
that this very thing would be much for the advantage of 
Antony himself, since she would certainly not be faithful to 
him, in case any such season or necessity should come upon 
him as that he should stand in need of her fidelity.*^ But 
when he thought to follow this advice, his friends would not 
let him ; and told him, that *' in the first place, it was not 
right to attempt so great a thin^, and run himself thereby into 
the utmost danger ; and they laid hard at him, and begged 
of him to undertake nothing rashly ; for that Antony would 
never bear it, no, not though any one should evidently lay 
before his eyes that it was for his own advantage ; and that 
the appearance of depriving him of her conversation by this 
violent and treacherous methodi would probably set his afiec- 
tions more on a flame than before. Nor did it appear that 
he could oflev any thing of tolerable weight in his defence, 
this attempt being against such a woman as was of the high- 
est dignity of any of her sex at that time in the world ; and 
as to any advantage to be expected from such an undertak- 
ing, if any such could be supposed in this case, it would ap- 
pear to deserve condemnation, on account of the insolence 
he must take upon him in doin^ it. Which considerations 
made it very plain that in so doing he would find his ffovem- 
ment filled with mischiefe, both great and lasting, both to 
himself and his posterity ; whereas it was still in his power to 
reject that wickedness she would persuade him to, and to 
come ofi^ honourably at the same time^^ So by thus aiFrigfat- 
ing Herod, and representing to him the hazard he must, 'in 
allprobability, run by this undertaking, they restrained bim 
from it. So he treated Cleopatra kmdly, and made her 
presents, and conducted her on her way to Egypt 

3. But Antony subdued Armenia, and sent Artabaies, the 
son of Tigranes, in bonds with his children and procurators, 
to Egypt, and made a present of them, and of all the royal 
ornaments which he had taken out of that kingdom, to Cleo- 
patra. And Artaxias, the eldest of his sons, woo had escaped 
at that time, took the kingdom of Armenia; who yet waa 
ejected by Archelaus and Nero Caesar, when they restored 
Tigranest his younger brother, to that kingdom ; but this 
happened a good while afterward. 

4. But then, as to the tributes which Herod was to pay 
Cleopatra for that oountiy which Antony had given her, he 
actea fairly with her, as deeming it not safe for him to afford 
any cause for Cleopatra to hate him. As for the king of 
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AmbiOf whose (ribpte Herod had undertaken to pay her ; for 
tome lime indeed he paid him as mmk at ^came to twp hun- 
dred talept# ; but he afterward became very niggardly^ and 
alpir ip his paynieqts, and could hardly be brought la pay 
flope parta pf it, and vaa not wiUiqg to pay efen wm widl- 
out loma daduetiona. 
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CHAP. V. 

How Herod made War jpiih O^e King qf Arabia^ an4 ^ft^ 
ihey had Jbughi many BattleSf at Ifingtip conquered nim, 
and was choaen by the Arabs to be Governor of thai Na^ 
tion : as also concerning a great Eartl^udke. 

§ 1. HsaEiTFox Herod held biqiself ready to go against the 
king of Arabia, because of his ingratitude to hiQi» and bc^ 
eause, after all, be would do nothing that was just tp hiia, 
although Herod made the Roman war an occasion of delay-p 
ing his own ; for the battle at Actium was now expected, 
woich fell into the hundred eighty and seventh olympiad, 
where Oeesar and Antony were to fight for the aupreme 
power of the /World ; but Herod* having enjoyed a oouatry 
that was very fruitful, and that now for a long Ume, ana 
having received great taxes, and raised great armies there- 
with, got together a body of men, and carefully furnished 
them with all necessaries, and designed them as auxiliariea 
for Antony ; but Antony said he had no want of his assist- 
ance ; but he commanded him to punish the king of Arabia ; 
for he had heard, both from him and from Cleopaa*a, how 
perfidious he was ; for this was what Cleopatra desired, who 
thought it for her own advantage that these two kings should 
ido one another as greai mischief as possible. Upon this 
snessage from Antony, Herod returned back ; but kept laa 
army with him, in order to invade Arabia immediately. S« 
when his army of horsemen and footmen was ready, be 
marched to Diospolis, whither the Arabians came also to 
meet them, for they were not unapprised of this war thai 
was coming upon them ; and, after a great battle had been 
fought, the Jews had the victory ; but afterward there were 
gotten together another numerous anpy of the Arabians, aft 
Cana, which are places of Celesyria. Herod was informed 
of this beforehand ; so he came marching against tbem with 
the greatest part of the forces he had ; and when he was 
come near to Cana, he resolved to encamp himself, and hie 
cast up a bulwark, that he might take a proper season for 
attackmff the enemy ; but as he was giving those orders, the 
nultitu^ of the Jews cried out that he should make no de- 
hiy, but lead them agmnst the Arabians. They went with 
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great spirit, at believing they were in very good order, and 
those especially were so that had been tn the former battle, 
and had y^een conquerors, and had not permitted their ene- 
niies so much as to cone to a close fight with them. And 
when they were so tumultuous, and snowed such ^reat ala- 
crity, the king resolved to make use of that zeal the multi- 
tude then exhibited ; and when he had assured them he would 
not be behindhand with them in courage, he led them on, and 
stood before tliem all in his armour, all the regiments follow-- 
ing him in their several ranks ; whereupon a consternation 
fell upon the Arabians ; for when they perceived that the 
Jews were not to be conquered, and were full of spirit, the 
greater part of them ran away, and avoided (igbting : and 
they had been quite destroyed, had not Athenio fallen upoa 
the Jews, and distressed them, for this man was Cleopatra's 
general over the soldiers she had there, and was at enmity 
with HefX)d, and very wistfully looked on to see what the 
event of the battle would be ; he had also resolved, that in 
case the Arabians did any thing that was brave and success- 
ful, he would lie still ; but in case they were beaten, as it 
really happened, he would attack the Jews with those forces 
he bad of his own, and with those that the country had got- 
ten together for him : so he fell upon the Jews unexpect- 
edly, wihen they wete fatigued, and thought they had already 
vanquished the enemy, and made a great slaughter of them : 
for as the Jews had spent their courage upon their kifown 
enemies, and were about to enjoy themselves in quietness 
after their victory, they were easily beaten by those that at- 
tacked them afresh ; and in particular received a great less 
in places where the horses coiild not be of service, and winch 
were very stony, and where those that attacked them wer<e 
better acquainted with the places than themselves. And 
when the Jews had suffered this loss, the Arabians raised 
their spirits after their defeat, and, rcturnkig back again, slew 
those that were already put to flight ; and indeed all sorts 
of slaughter were now frequent, and of those that escaped, 
a few only returned into the camp. So king Herod, when 
he despaired of the battle, rode up to them to bring them 
assistance ; yet did he not come tame enough to do them any 
service, though he laboured hard to do it ; but the Jewish 
camp was taken, so that the Arabians had unexpectedly a 
most glorious success, having gained that victory which of 
themselves they were no way likely to h|ive gained, and slay- 
ing ^ gr^^^ V^ of ^^^ enemy's army ; whence afterward 
Herod could only act like a private robber, and make ex- 
cursions upon many parts of Arabia, and distress them by 
sudden incursions, while he encamped among the mountains. 
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and avoided by any means to come to a pitched battle ; yet 
did be greatly barass the enemy by his assiduity, and the 
bard labour he took in this matter. He also took great care 
of his own forces, and Used all the means be could to restore 
bb affairs tso their old state. • 

!& Ai this time it Was that the fight happened at Actiom, 
between Octavius Caesar and Antony, in the seventh * year 
of the reign of Herod ; and then it was also there was an 
earthquake in Judea, such a one as had not happened at 
any other time, and which earthquake brought a great de- 
struction upon the cattle in that country. About ten thou- 
sand men also perished by the fall of houses ; but the army, 
which lodged m the field, received no damage by this sad 
accident When the Arabians were informed of this, and 
when those that hated the Jews, and pleased themselves witb 
aggravating the reports, told them of it, they raised their 
spirits, as if their enemy's country was quite overthrown, and 
ibe men were utterly destroyed, and thought there now re* 
mained nothing that could oppose them. Accordingly, they 
took the Jewish ambassadors, who came to them after all thia 
bad happ^ed, to make peace with them, and slew them^ and 
came with great alacrity against their army ; but the Jews 
durst not withstand them, and were so cast down by the ca- 
lamities they were under, that they took no care of their af- 
fairs, but gave up themselves to despair ; for they bad no hope 
that they should be upon a level with them again in battles, 
nor obtain any assistance elsewhere, while their affiurs at 
home were in such great distress also. When matters were 
in this condition, the king persuaded the commanders by his 
words, and tried to raise their spirits, which were quite sunk ; 
and first he endeavoured to encourage and embolden some 
of the better sort beforehand, and then ventured to make a 
speech to the multitude, which he had before avoided to do, 
lest he should findt hem uneasy thereat, because of the mis- 
fortunes which had happened ; so he made a consolatory 
speech to the multitude, m the manner following : 

3. ^* You are not unacquainted^ my fellow-soldiers, that 
we have bad not long since, many accidents that have put a 
stop to what we are about ; and it is probable, that even those 
that are most distinguished above others for their oobn^ 
can hardly keep up their spirits in such circumstances : but 
since we cannot avoid fighting, and nothing that hath hap- 

• The reader is here to take notice., that thia seventh \-ear of the rmgn 
of Herod, aiid all the other years of his reigfii, in Josephu% are dated frMn 
the death of Antigonus, or at the noonett from the conquest of Antigoaai, 
and the taking of Jerusalem a feu* months before, and never from hit fint 
obtaining the kingdom at Rome abore three years before, as some hare very 
ireakly and in judiciously done. 
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pened is of such • nature but it may by yourselvet be re- 
corered into a good ttate^ and this by one brave action only 
well performed, I have proposed to myself both to ^ve you 
some encouragement, and at the same time, some informa- 
tion, both which parts of my design will tend to this point, 
that you may still continue in your own proper fortitude. I 
will then, in the first place, demonstrate to you, that this war 
is a just one on our side, and that on this account it is a war 
of necessity, and occasioned by the injustice of our adversa- 
ries, for if you be once satisfied of this, it will be a real 
cause of alacrity to you ; after which I will farther demon* 
strate, that the misfortunes we are under are of no great 
consequence, and that we have the greatest reason to hope 
for victory. I shall begin with the first, and appeal to your- 
selves as witnesses to what I shall say. You are not igno* 
rant certainly of the wickedness of the Arabians, which is to 
that degree as to appear incredible to all other men, and to 
include somewhat that shows the grossest barbarity and igno- 
rance of God. Their chief things wherein they have af- 
fronted us have arisen from covetousness and envy, and 
they have attacked us in an insidious manner, and on the 
sudden. And what occasion is there for me to mention 
many instances of such their procedure ? When they were in 
danger of losing their own government of themselves, and of 
being slaves to Cleopatra, what others were they that freed 
them from that fear ? For it was the friendship I had with 
Antony, and the kind disposition he was in towards us, that 
hath been the occasion that even these Arabians have not 
been utterly undone ; Antony being unwilling to undertake 
any thing which might be suspected by us of unkindness : 
but when he had a mind to bestow some parts of each of our 
dominions on Cleopatra, I also managed that matter so, that 
by giving him presents of my own, I might obtain security 
to both nations, while I undertook myself to answer for the 
money, and gave him two hundred talents, and became surety 
for those two hundred more which were imposed upon the 
land that was subject to this tribute : and this they have de* 
frauded us of, although it was not reasonable that Jews 
should pay tribute to any man living, or allow part of their 
land to be taxable; but although that was to be, yet ought 
we not to pay tribute for these Arabians, whom we have 
ourselves preserved ; nor is it fit that they, who have pro- 
fessed, and that with great integrity and sense of our kind- 
ness, that it is by our means that they keep their princi- 
pality, should injure us, and deprive us of what is our doe \ 
and this while we have been still not their enemies, but their 
friends. And whereas observation of covenants takes plac^ 

VOL. TI. z 
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among ihe bitterest enemies, but among friends is absolotely 
necessary, this is not observed among these men, who think 
gain to be the best of ali things, l^t it be by any means what- 
soever ; and that injustice, is no harm, if they may but get 
money by it. Is it therefore a question with you. Whether 
the unjust are to be punished or not ? when God himself 
hath declared his mind that so it ought to be, and liath com- 
manded that we ever should hate injuries and injustice ; which 
is not only just, but necessary, in war between several nations; 
for these Arabians have done what both the Greeks and 
barbarians own to be an instance of the grossest wicked- 
ness, with regard to our ambassadors, which they have be- 
headed, while the Greeks declare, that such ambassadors * 
are sacred and inviolable. And for ourselves, wc have leam^ 
ed from God the most excellent of our doctrines, and the 
most holy part of our law by angels, or ambassadors ; for 
this name brings God to the knowledge of mankind, and is 
sufficient to reconcile enemies one to another. What wicked- 
ness, then, can be greater than the slaughter of ambassadors^ 
who come to treat about doing what is right ? And when 
such have been their actions, how is it possible they can 
either live securely in common life, or be successful in war ? 
In my opinion this is impossible. But perhaps some will say, 
that what is holy and what is righteous is indeed tin our side, 
but that the Arabians are cither more courageous or more 
numerous than we are. Now, as to this, in the first place,: 
it is not fit for us to say so ; for with whom is what is righ- 
teous, with them is God himself; now, where God is, there' 
is both multitude and courage. But to examine our own 
circumstances a little : we were conquerors in the first bat- 
tle ; and when we fought again, they were not able to op- 
pose Us, but ran away, and could not endure our attacks or 
our courage ; but when we had conquered them, then came 
Athenion, and made war against us without declaring it ; and 
pray, is this an instance of their manhood ? or in it not a se- 
cond instance of their wickedness and treachery ? Why are 
we therefore of less courage, on account of that which ought 
to inspire us with stronger hopes ? and why arc we terrified 
at these, who, when they fight upon the level, are continu- 
ally beaten ; and when they seem to be conquerors, they gain 
it by wickedness ? And if we suppose that any one should 
deem them to be men of real courage^ will not he be excited 
by that very consideration to do his utmost against them ? for 
true valour is not shown by fighting against weak persons, 
but in being able to overcome the most hardy. But then, if 

* Herod says here, that as ambassadors were iiarred when they carried 
messaged to others, so did the lawK of the Jews derive a sacrod authority by 
being delivered from God by angels [or divine ambassaabn'l, whicli is St 
PhuPh expression about the same laws, Gal. iii. 16. Heb. ii. 2. 
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the distresses vre are ourselves under, and the miseries that 
have come by the earthquake, have affrighted any one, let 
him consider in the first place, that this very thing will de- 
ceive the Arabians, by their supposal that what hath befallen 
us is greater than it really is. Moreover, it is not right that 
the same thing that emboldens them shovld discourage us ; 
for these men, you see, do not derive their alacrity from any 
advantageous virtue of their own, but from their hope as to~ 
us, that we are quite cast down by our misfortunes ; but 
when we boldly march against them, we shall soon pull down 
their insolent conceit of themselves, and shall gain this by 
attacking them, that they will not be so insolent when we 
come to the battle ; for our distresses are not so great, nor is 
what hath happened an indication of the anger of God against 
us, as some imagine ; for such things are accidental, and ad- 
versities that come in the usual course of things : and if we 
allow that this was done by the will of God, we must allow 
that it is now over by his will also ; and that he is satisfied 
with what hath already happened ; for had he been willing 
to afflict us still more thereby, he had not changed his mind 
so soon. And as for the war we are engsged in, he hath 
himself demonstrated, that he is willing it should go on, and 
that he knows it to be a just war ; for while some of the 
people in the country have perished, all you who were in 
arms have suffered nothing, but are all preserved alive ; 
whereby God makes it plain to us, that if you had univer- 
sally, with your children and wives, been in the army, it had 
come to pass, that you had not undergone any thing that 
would have much hurt you. Consider these things, and what 
is more than all the rest, that you have God at ail times for 
your protector ; and prosecute these men with a just bra- 
very, who, in point of friendship, are unjust, in their battles 
perfidious, towards ambassadors impious, and always inferior 
to you in valour.*** 

4. When the Jews heard this speech, they were much 
^ raised in their minds, and more disposed to fight than be- 
fore. So Herod, when he had offered the sacrifices * ap- 

* This pi(H!e of religion, the supplicating Ood with sacrificeit, by Herod, 
before he went to thin fight with the Arabians, taken notice of also in the first 
book Of the War, ch. xix. sect. 5, vol. iii. is worth remarking, because it is 
the only example of this nature, so far as I remember, that JosephuH ever 
mentions in all his large and particular accounts of this Herod : and it was 
when he bad been in mighty distresses, and discouraged by ^ great defeat of 
his former army, and a very great earthquake in Judea ; such times of afflic- 
tion making men most religious : nor was he disappointed of his hopos here, 
but immediately gained a most signal victory over the Arabians ; while they 
who jun before bud been so great victors, and so much elevated upon the 
earthquake in Judea, as to venture to slay the Jewish ambassadors, were now 
under a Mirange consternation, and hardly able to fight at all. 

7 2 
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pointed by the law, made haste, and took them, and led them 
against the Arabians ; and in order to that passed over Jor- 
dan, and pitched his aamp near to that of the enemy. He 
also thought fit to seize upon a certun castle that laj in the 
midst of them, as hoping it would be for his advantage, and 
would the sooner produce a battle ; and that, if there .were oc« 
casion for delay, he should by it have his camp fortified. And 
as the Arabians had the same intention upon that place, a 
contest arose about it : at first they were but skirmishes, af- 
ter which there came more soldiers, and it proved a sort of 
fight, and some fell on both sides, till those of the Arabian 
side were beaten, and retreated. This was no small encou- 
ragement to the Jews immediately ; and when Herod ob- 
served that the enemy's army were disposed to any thing 
rather than to come to an engagement, he ventured boldly 
to attempt the bulwark itself, and to pull it to pieoea, and 
so to get nearer to their camp, in order to fight them ; for 
when they were forced out of their trenches, thej went out 
in disorder, and had not the least alacrity, or hope of victory ; 
yet did they fight hand to hand, because they were more in 
number than the Jews, and because they were in such a dis- 
position of war that they were under a necessity of coming 
on boldly ; so they came to a terrible battle, while not a few 
fell on each side. However, at length the Arabians fled ; 
and so great a slaughter was made upon their being routed, 
that they were not only killed by their enemies, but became 
the authors of their own deaths also, and were trodden down 
by the multitude, and the great current of people in disor- 
der, and were destroyed by their own armour ; so five thou* 
sand men lay dead upon the spot, while the rest of the mul- 
titude soon ran within the bulwark [for safety], but had no 
firm hope of safety, by reason of their want of necessaries, 
and especially of water. The Jews pursued them ; but could 
not get in with them, but sat rouna about the bulwark, and 
watched any assistance that would get into them, and pre- 
vented any there, that had a mind to it, from running away. 
5. When the Arabians were in these circumstances, they 
sent ambassadors to Herod, in the first place, to propose 
terms of accommodation ; and after that to ofier him, so 
pressing was their thirst upon them, to undergo whatsoever 
ne pleased, if he would free them from tlieir present dis- 
tress ; but he would admit of no ambassadors, of no price 
of redemption, nor of any other moderate terms whatever, 
being very desirous to revenge those unjust actions which 
they had been guilty of towards his nation. So they were 
necessitated by other motives, and particularly by their thirst, 
to come out, and deliver themselves up to him, to be carried 
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awaj captives ; and in fire days time, the number of four 
thousand were taken prisoners, while all the rest resolved to 
make a sally upon their enemies, and to fight it out with them 4 
choosing rather, if so it must be, to die therein, than to 
perish gradually and in^oriously. When they had taken this 
resolution, they cane out of their trenches, but could no 
way sustain the fight, being too much disabled, both in mind 
and body, and having not room to escert themselves, and 
thought It an advantage to be killed, and a misery to survive: 
•o at the first onset there fell about seven thousand of them ; 
after which stroke they let all the courage they had put on 
before fall, and stood amazed at Herod^s warlike spirit under 
his own calamities ; so for the future they yielded, and made 
him ruler of their nation ; whereupon he was greatly elevated 
at so seasonable a success, and returned home, taking great 
authority upon him, on account of so bold and glonoua an 
expedition as he had made. 



CHAP. VI. 

How Herod slew Hyrcanue^ and then hasted away to Caesar^ 
and obtained Hie Kingdom from him also ; and how a 
tittle while qfter-doard he efUertained Caesar in a most ho- 
nourable Manner. 

§ 1. Hnaon's other afiairs were now very prosperous : and 
he was not to be eanly assaulted on any side. Yet did there 
come upon him a danger that would hazard his entire domi* 
nions, after Antony had been beaten at the battle of Actium 
by Caesar [Octavian] ; for at that time both Herod^s enemies 
and friends despaired of his affairs ; for it was not probable 
that he would remain without punishment, who had showed 
eo much friendship for Antony. So it happened that his 
friends despaired, and^had no hopes of his escape ; but for his 
enemies, they all outwardly appeared to be troubled at bis 
case, but were privately very glad of it, as hoping to obtain 
a change for the better. As for Herod himself, he saw that 
there was no one of royal dignity lefk^ but Hyrcanus, and 
therefore he thought it would be for bis advantage not to suf* 
fer him to be an obstacle in his way any longer ; for that^ in 
ease he himself survived, and escaped the danger he was ini« 
he thought it the safest way to put it out of the power of such 
a man to make any attempt against him, at such junctures (^ 
affairs, as was more worthy of the kingdom than himself t 
and in case he should be slain by Csskar, bis envy prompted 
him to desire to slaj him that would otherwise be king after 
bim. 
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^i While Herod bad these things in his mind, there was a 
certain occasion afforded him ; for Hyrcanus was of so mild a 
temper, both then and at other times, that he desired not to 
meddle with public affairs, nor to concern himself with iimo- 
vation?, but left all to fortune, and contented himself with 
what that afforded him : but Alexandra [bis daughter] was a 
lover of strife, and was exceeding desirous of a change of the 
government, and spake to her father not to bear for ever He- 
rod^s iniurious treatment of their family, but to anticipate their 
future nopes, as he safely might ; and desired him to write 
about those matters to Malchus, who was the governor of 
Arabiia, to receive them, and to secure them [from Herod]; for 
that if they went away, and Herod^s affairs proved to be aft it 
was likely they would be, by reason of Csesar^s enmity to huD, 
they should then be the only persons that could take the 
government ; and this, both on account of the royal family 
they were of, and on account of the good disposition of the 
multitude to them. While she used these persuasions, Hyr- 
canus'put off her suit; but as she showed that she was a 
woman, and a contentious woman too, and would not desist 
neitlier night or day, but would always be speaking to him 
about these matters, and about Herod's treacnerous designs, 
she at last prevailed with him to intrust Dositheus, one of 
his friends, with a letter, wherein his resolution was declared ; 
and he desired the Arabian governor to send to him some 
horsemen, who should receive him and conduct him to the 
lake Asphaltites, which is from the bounds of Jerusalem three 
hundrea furlongs ; and he did therefore trust Dositheus with 
this letter, because he was a careful attendant on him, and on 
Alexandra, and had no small occasions to bear ill-will to 
Herod : for he was a kinsman of one Joseph whom he had 
slain, and a brother of those that were formerly slain at Tyre 
by Antony : yet could these motives not induce Dositheus to 
serve Hyrcanus in this affair ; for, preferring the hopes he had 
from the present king to those be had from him, he gave 
Herod theietter. So betook his kindness in good part, and 
bid him besides do what he had already done ; that is, go on 
in serving him, by rolling up the epistle and sealing it again, 
and delivering it to Malchus ; and then to bring back his letter 
in answer to it ; for it would be much better if he could know 
Malchus^s intentions also. And when Dositheus was very 
ready to serve him in this point also, the Arabian governor 
returned back for answer, that he would receive Hyrcanus, 
and all that should come with him, and even all the Jews that 
were of his party : that he would moreover send forces suffi- 
cient to secure iiiem in their journey, and that he should be 
in no want of any thing he should desire. Now as soon as 
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Herod bad received this letter, he immediately sent for Hyr- 
canus, And questioned him about the league he had made with' 
Malchus : and when he denied it, h^ showed his letter to the 
Sanhedrim, and put the man to death immediately. 

3. And this account we give the reader, as it is contained 

in the commentaries of king Herod : but other historians do 

not agree with them ; for they suppose that Herod did not 

find, but rather make this an occasion for thus putting him 

to death, and that by treacherously laying a snare for him ; 

for thus do thev write : that Herod and he were once at a 

treat, and that Herod had given no occasion to suspect [that 

he was displeased at him], but put this question toHyrcanus, 

whether he had received any letters from Malchus ? And 

when be answered, that he had received letters, but those of 

salutation only : and when he asked farther, whether he had 

not received any presents from him ? and when he had replied, 

that he had received no more than four horses to ride on, 

which Malchus had sent him. And they pretend that Herod 

charged these upon him as the crimes of bribery and treason, 

and gave order that he should be led away and sliun. And 

in order to demonstrate that he had been guilty of no offence, 

when he was thus brought to his end, they alleged how mild 

his temper had been, and that even in his youth ne had never 

given any demonstration of boldness or rashness ; and that the 

case was the same when he came to be king, but that he even 

then committed the management of the greatest part of public 

affuirs to Antipater ; and that he was now above four score 

years old, and knew that Herod^s government was in a secure 

state. He also came over Euphrates, and left those who 

greatly honoured him beyond that river, though he were to be 

entirely under Herod's government, and that it was a most 

incredible thing that he should enterprise any thing by way 

of innovation, and not at all agreeably to his temper ; but that 

this was a plot of Herod's own contrivance. 

4. And this was the fate of Hyrcanus ; and thus did he end 
his life^ after he had endured various and manifold turns of 
fortune in his lifetime : for he was made higli-priest of the 
Jewish nation in the beginning of his mother Alexandra's 
reign, who held the*government nine years : and when, after 
his mother's death, he took the kingdom himself, and held it 
three months, he lost it by the means of his brother Aristo- 
bulus. He wos then restored by Pompey, and received all 
sorts of honour from him, and enjoyed them forty y^ars ; but 
when he was again deprived by Antigonu5t, and was maimed 
in his l}o<iy, he was made captive by the Parthians, and 
thence returned home again after some litnc, on account of 
the hopes iliat Herod bnd ^iven him ; w.yvr (?f which ranic* to 
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paM acoordiog to bk «xpecUtioa ; but be ttill conlkted with 
many misfortaDes through the whole course of bis life ; and 
what was the heaviest calamity of all, as we have related al- 
ready, he came to an end which was uodeserved by him. Hb 
character appeared to be that of a man of >i mild uid modefate 
dispositioOt and suffered the administration of afiairs to be 
genierally done by others under him* He was aTerse to much 
meddlii^ with the public, nor had shrewdness enou^ u> 
govern a kingdom : and both Antipater and Herod came to 
their greatness by reason of his mildness ; and at last be met 
with such an end from them as was not agreeable either to 
justice or piety. 

5. Now Herod, as soon as he had put Hyrcanusoutof the 
way, made haste to Ceesar ; and because he could not have 
any hopes of kindness from him, on account of the friendship 
he had for Antony, he had a suspition of Alexandra, lest she 
should t^kc this opportunity to bring the multitude toa revolt, 
and introduce a sedition into the afiairs of the kingdom ; so he 
committed every thing to the care of his brother Pberorasi, 
and placed his mother Cypros, and his sister [Salome], and 
the whole family, at Massada ; and gave him a charge, that if 
he should hear any sad news about him, he should take care 
of the government : but as to Mariamne his wife, because of 
the misunderstanding between her and his sister, and his sister's 
mother, which made it impossible for them to live together, 
he placed her at Alcxandnum, with Alexandra her mother, 
and left his treasurer Joseph, and Sohemusof Iturea, to take 
care of that fortress. These two had been very faithful to 
him from the beginning, and were now left as a guard to the 
women . They also had it in charge, that if they should hear 
any mischief had befallen him, they should kill them both, 
£(t)d, as far as they were able, preserve the kingdom for his 
sons, and for his brother Fheroras. 

6. When he had given them this charge, he made haste to 
Rhodes, to meet Caesar ; and when he had sailed to that city, 
he took off his diadem, but remitted nothing else of his usuid 
dignity : and when, upon his meeting him, he desired that he 
would let him speak to him, he therein exhibited a much 
n)ore noble specimen of a great soul ; for be did not betake 
himself to supplications, as men usually do upon such occa* 
^ons, nor offered him any petition, as if he were an offender, 
but after an undaunted manner, gave an account of what he 
had done ; for he spake thus to Caesar, that ^^ he had the 
greatest friendship for Antony, and did every thing he could 
that he might attain the government: that he was not indeed 
in the army with him, because the Arabians had diverted him, 
but that he had sent him both money and corn, which wai^ 
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but too little io Gomparison of what be ought to htve doiM 
for him ; for, if a man owns himself to be aoothei^s friend* 
and knows him to be a benefactor, he is obliged to hazard 
every thing, to use every faculty of his soul, every member of 
his body, and all the wealth he bath, for him ; in which I con-* 
fess I have been too deficient. However, I am conscious 
to myself, that so far I have done right, that I have not de^ 
serted him upon his defeat at Actium : nor upon the evident 
change of his fortune have I transferred my hopes from him 
to another, but have preserved myself, though not as a vaju* 
able fellow-soldier, yet certainly as a faithful counsellor to 
Antony, when I demonstrated to him that the only way that 
he had to save himself, and not to lose all his authority, was 
to slay Cleopatra ; for when she was once dead, there would 
be room for him to retain his authority, and rather to bring 
thee to make a composition with him, than to continue at 
enmity any longer. None of which advices he would attend 
to, but preferred his own rash resolutions before them ; which 
have happened unprofitably for him, but profitably for thee. 
Now, therefore, in case thou determinest about me, and my 
alacrity in serving Antony, according to thy anger at him, I 
own there is no room for me to deny what I have done, nor 
will I be ashamed to own, and that publicly too, that I had 
a great kindness for him ; but if thou wilt put him out of the 
case, and only examine how I behave myself to my benefac- 
tors in general, and what sort of friend I am, thou wilt find 
by experience that we shall do and be the same to thyself ; 
for it is but changing the names ; and the firmness of friends 
ship that we shall bear to thee will not be disapproved by 
thee.'' 

7. By this speech, and by his behaviour, which showed 
Caesar the frankness of his mind, he greatly gained upon him, 
who was himself of a generous and magnificent temper, inso-* 
much that those very actions which were the foundation of 
the accusation against him, procured him Csesar's good-wilh 
Accordingly he restored him his diadem again ; and encou-^ 
raged him to exhibit himself as great a friend to himself as he 
had been to Antony ; and then had him in great esteem. 
Moreover, he added this, that Quintus Didius had written to 
him, that Herod had very readily assisted him in the affair of 
the gladiators. So when he had obtained such a kind recep-i 
tion, and bad, beyond all his hopes, procured his crown to 
be more entirely and firmly settled upon him than ever, by 
Caesar's donation, as well as by that decree of the Romans, 
which Caraar took care to procure for bis greater security, 
he conducted Caesar on his way to Egypt, and made presents 
pven beyond his ability, to both him and his friends, and in 
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Seneral behaved himaelf with great magnanimity. He also 
esired that Caesar would not put to death one Alexander, 
who had been a companion of Antonyms ; but Ciesar had sworn, 
to put him to death, and so be could not obtain that bis peti- 
tion. And nowhe returned to Judea again with greater honour 
and assurance than ever, and affrighted those tnat had expec- 
tations to the contrary, as still acquiring from his very dangers 
greater splendour than before, by the favour of Grod to him. 
(So he prepared for the reception of Caesar, as he was going 
out of Syria to invade Egypt ; and when he came, he enter- 
tained him at Ptolemais witn all royal magnificence. He also 
bestowed presents on the army, and brought them provisions 
in abundance. He also proved to be one of Caesar's most 
cordial friends, and put the army in array, and rode alongwith 
Caesar, and had an hundred and fifty men, well appointed in 
all respects, after a rich and sumptuous manner, for the bet- 
ter reception of him and his friends. He also pro\'ided them 
witti what they should want, as they passed over the dry 
desert, insomuch that they lacked neither wine nor water, 
which last the soldiers stood in the greatest need of ; and be- 
sides, he presented Caesar with eight hundred talents, and 
procured to himself the good will of them all, because he 
was assisting to them in a much greater and more splendid 
degree than the kingdom he had obtained could afibrd ; by 
which means he more and more demonstrated to Caesar the 
firmness of his friendship, and his readiness to assist him ; and 
what was of the greatest advant^ige to him was this, that his 
liberality came at a seasonable time also. And when they 
•returned again out of Egypt, his assistances were no way in* 
ferior to the good offices he had formerly done them. 



CHAP. VII. 



Hoto Herod slero Soliemus atid MariamnCj and afterward 
Alexandra and CostobaruSy and hh mast intimate Friends^ 
and at last the SonsqfBaba also. 

1. However, when he came into his kingdom again, he 
found bis house all in disorder, and his wife Mariamne, and 
her mother Alexandra, very uneasy ; for, as they supposed, 
what was easy to be supposed, that they were not put into 
that fortress [Alexandrium] for the security of th^ir persons, 
but as into a garrison for their imprisonment, and that they 
had no |K)wer over any thing either of others or of their own 
affairs, they were very uneasy ; and Mariamne, supposing that 
the king^s love to her was but hypocritical, and rather pre- 
tended, as advantageous to hinn>clf, than real, she looked upon 
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it as fallacious. She also was grieved that he would not allow 
her any hopes of sunriting him, if he should come to any harm 
himself. She alao recollected what commands he had for- 
merly given to Joseph, insomuch that she endeavoured to 
E lease her keepers, and especially Sohemus, as well apprised 
ow all was in his power. And at the first Sohemus was 
faithful to Herod, and iteglected none of the things he had 
given him in charge ; but when the women, by kind words 
and liberal presents, had gained his aiibctions over to them, 
he was by aegrees overcome, and at length discovered to 
them all the king^s injunctions ; and thison that account prin- 
cipally, that he did not so much as hope he would come 
back with the same authority he had before ^ so that be 
thoueht he should both escape any danger from him, and sup* 
posed that he did hereby much gratify the women, who were 
likely not to be overlooked in the settling of the government ; 
nay, that they would be able to make him abundant recom- 
pense, since they must either reign themselves, or be very 
near to him that should reign. He had a farther ground of 
hope also, that though Herod should have all the success he 
could wisli for, and snould return again, he could not contra* 
diet his wife in what she desired, for he knew that the king^s 
fondness for his wife was inexpressible. These were the 
motives that drew Sohemus to discover what injunction had 
been given him. So Mariamne was greatly displeased to 
hear that there was no end to the dangers she was under from 
Herod, and was greatly uneasy at it, and wished that he might 
obtain no favours [from Csesar], and esteemed it almost an 
insupportable task to live with him any longer ; and this she 
afterwards openly declared, without concealing her resent- 
ment. 

S. And now Herod sailed home with joy, at the unexpect- 
ed good success he had had ; and went first of all, as was 
proper, to this his wife, and told her, and her only, the good 
news, as preferring her before the rest, on account of his 
fondness for her, and the intimacy there had been between 
them, and saluted her; but so it happened, that as he told 
her of the good success he had had, she was so far from re- 
joicing at it, that she rather was soriy for it ; nor was she able 
to conceal her resentments ; but, depending on her dignity 
and the nobility of her birth, in return for his salutations she 
gave a groan, and declared evidently that she rather grieved 
than rejoiced at his success ; and this till Herod m^ dis- 
turbed at her, as afibrding him not only marks of her sus- 
picion, but evident signs of her dissatisraction. This much 
troubled him, to see that this surprising hatred of his wife to 
him was not concealed, but open ; and ne took this so ill, and 
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yet wms so unable to bear it, oq account of the fondnefla be 
had for her, that he could bot continue long in an j one mind ; 
but sometimes was angry at her, and somedmes recoo<nled 
himself to her : but by always changing one passion for aac^ 
ther, he was still in great uncertainty. And thus was he en- 
tangled between hatred and love, and was frequently dispond 
to inflict punishment on her for her inaolence towards hrai ; 
but being deeply in love with her in his soul, be was noC able 
to get quit of this woman. In short, 9a he would gladly 
have her punished, so was he afraid lest, ere he was aware, 
he should) by putting her to death, bring a heavier punish- 
tnent upon himself at the same time. 

8. When Herod^s sister and mother perceived thai he was 
in this temper with regard to Mariamne, they thought they 
had now got an excellent opportunity to exercise their hatred 
against her, and provoked Herod to wrath by telling him such 
Ipng stories and calumnies about her, as might at once excite 
his hatred and his jealousy. Now, though he willingly 
enough heard their words, yet had not he courage enough 
to do any thing to her, as if he believed them ; but atill he 
became worse and worse disposed to her ; and these ill pas- 
sions were more and more inflamed on both sides, while die 
did not hide her disposition towards him, and he turned bis 
love to her into wrath against her. But when he was just 
going to put this matter past all remedy, be heard thetiews 
that Csesar was the victor in the war, and that Antony and 
Cleopatra were both dead, and that be had conquered Egypt ; 
whereupon he made haste to go to meet Cassar, and left the 
affairs of his family in their present state. However, Mari- 
amne recommended Sohemus to him, as be was setting out 
on bis journey, and professed that she owed him thanks for 
the care be had taken of her, and asked of the king for him a 
place in the government ; upon which an honourable em- 
pioyment was bestowed upon him accordingly. Now, when 
Herod was come into £fl;ypt, he was introduced to Ca?sar 
with great freedom, as already a friend of his, and received 
•very great favours from him ; for he made him a present of 
those four hundred Galatians who had been Cleopatra's 
guards, and restored that country to him again, which by her 
means bad been taken away from him. He also added to 
liis kingdom, Gadara, Hippos, and Samaria ; and besides 
those, the maritime cities, Gaza, and Anthedon, and Joppa^ 
isnd Strato^s Tower. 

4. Upon these new acquisitions he grew more magnifi- 
jcent, and conducted Caesar as far as Antioch ; but upon his 
return, as much as his prosperity was augmented by the fb* 
reign additions that had been made him^ so much the greater 
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were the dittressca that came upon him in his own family, 
and chiefly in the afivir of his wife, wherein he formerly ap* 
peared to have been moat of all fortunate ; for the affection 
tie had for Mariamne was no way inferior to the affections of 
such as are on that account celebrated in history, and this 
very justly. As for her, she was in other respects a chaste 
woman, and faithful to him; yet had she somewhat of a wo- 
man rough by nature, and treated her husband imperiously 
enough, because she saw he was so fond of her as to be en- 
slaved to her. She did not also consider seasonably with 
herself, that she lived under a monarchy, and that she was at 
another's disposal, and accordingly would behave herself af- 
ter a saucy manner to him, which yet he usually put off in a 
jesting way, and bore with moderation and good temper. 
She would also expose his mother and his sister openly, on 
account of the meanness of their birth ; and would speak un- 
kindly of them, insomuch that there was before this a disa- 
greement and unpardonable hatred among the women ; and 
it was now come to greater reproaches of one anotlier than 
formerly, which suspicions increased, and lasted a whole 
year after Herod returned from Cssar. However, these 
misfortunes, which had been kept under some decency for a 
great while, burst out all at once upon such an occasion as 
now offered ; for as the king was one day about noon lain 
down on his bed to rest him, he called for Mariamne, out of 
the great affection he had always for her. She came in ac- 
cordingly, but would not lie down by him : and when he was 
very desirous of her company, she showed her contempt of 
him ; and added, by way of reproach, that he had caused her 
father and her brother * to be slain. And when he took thia 
injury very unkindly, and was ready to use violence to her in 
a precipitate manner, the king^s sister Salome, observing that 
he was more than ordinarily disturbed, sent in to the king hia 
cupbearer, who had been prepared long beforehand for such 
a design, and bid him tell the king how Mariamne had per^ 
suaded him to give his assistance in preparing a love potion 
for him. And if he appears to be greatly concerned, and to 
ask what that love potion was, to tell that she had the potion, 
and that he was desired only to give it him. But that 
in case he did not appear to be much concerned at this 
potion, to let the thing drop ; and that if he did so, no harm 

* Whereas Mariamne it here represented as reproaching Herod with th* 
murder of her father [Aleaumder], as well as ht* r brother [ Aristobulut], whil» 
it was her grandfather Hyrcanuv, and not her father Alexander, whom he 
caused to be slain,f (as Josephus himself informs us, ch. vi. sect. 2.) we mu4t 
either take Zenoni*^ reading, which is here ffrandffUker rightly, or else we 
must, as l>efore, ch. i. sect. 1, allow a slip of Joaephus*! pen or memory In 
the place before us. 
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should thereby come to him. When she had given him these 
instructions, she sent him in at this time to make sueh a 
speech. So he went in, after a composed manner, to gain 
credit to what he should say, and yet somewhat hastily^ and 
said, that *^ Mariarone had given htm presents, and persuaded 
him to give him a love potion.'" And when this moved the 
king, he said, that *< this love potion was a compomtion that 
she had given him, whose effectB he did not know ; which was 
the reason of his resolving to give him this information, as 
the safest course he could take, both for himself and for the 
king.*^ When Herod heard what he said, and was in an ill 
diMX)sition before, his indignation grew more violent ; and he 
ordf red that eunuch of Mariamne's who was most futhful to 
her, to be brought to torture about this potion^ as well know, 
ing it was not possible that any thing small or great could be 
done without him. And when the man was under the ut- 
most agonies, he could say nothing concerning the thing he 
Was tortured about ; but so far he knew, that Mariamne's ha- 
tred against him was occasioned by somewhat that Sohemus 
had said to her. Now as he was saying this, Herod cried 
out aloud, and said, that ^* Sohemus, who had been at all 
other times the most faithful to him and to his government, 
would not have betrayed what injunctions he had given him, 
nnless he had had a nearer conversation than ordinary with 
Mariamnc." So he gave order that Sohemus should be 
seized on and slain immediately ; but he allowed his wife to 
take her trial ; and got together those that were most faithful 
to him^ and laid an elaborate accusation against her for-thia 
love potion and composition, which had been charged upon 
her by way of calumny only. However, he kept no temper 
in what he said, and was in too great a passion for judging 
well about this matter. Accordingly, when the court wns 
at length satisfied that he was so resolved, they passed the 
sentence of death gupon her ; but when the sentence was pass- 
ed upon her, this temper was suggested by himself, and by 
some others of the court, that she should not be thus hastily 

Eot to death, but he laid in prison in one of the fortresses be- 
»nging to the kingdom ; but Salome and her party laboured 
hard to have the woman put to death ; and they prevailed 
with the king to do so ; and advised this out of caution, lest 
the multitude should be tumultuous if she were suflered to 
live ; and thus was Mariamne led to execution. 

5. When Alexandra observed how things went, and that 
there were small hopes that she herself should escape the 
like treatment from Herod, she changed her behaviour to 
quite the reverse of what might have been expected from her 
former boldness, and this after n very indeceirt manner : fojr 
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out of her desire to show how entirely ignorant she was of 
the crimes laid against Mariamne, ahe leaped ouf of her 
place, and reproached her daughter in the hearing of all the 
people, and cried out, that ** sne bad been an ill woman, and 
ungrateful to her husband, and that her punishment came 
justly upon her, for such her insolent behaviour ; for that she 
had not made proper returns to him who had been their com- 
mon benefactor.^ And when she had for some time aeted 
after this hypocritical manner, and had been so outrageous 
as to tear her hair, this indecent and dissembling behaviour, 
as was to be expected, was greatly condemned by the rest of 
the spectators, as it was principally by the poor woman who 
was to suffer ; for at the first she gave her not a word, 
nor was discomposed at her peevishness, and only looked at 
hej* ; yet did she, out of a greatness of soul, discover her con- 
cern for her mother's offence, and especially for her expos- 
ing herself in a manner so unbecoming her ; but as for her- 
self, she went to her death with an unshaken firmness of mind, 
and without changing the colour of her face, and thereby 
evidently discovered the nobility of her descent to the spec- 
tators, even in the last moments of her life. 

6. And thus died Mariamne ; a woman of an excellent 
character, both for chastity and greatness of soul ; but she 
wanted moderation, and had too much of contention in her 
nature ; yet had she all that can be said in tbe beauty of her 
body, and her majestic appearance in conversation : and 
thence arose the greatest part of the occasions why she did 
not prove so agreeable to the king, nor live so pleasantly with 
him as she might otherwise have done ; for while she was 
most indulgently used by the king, out of his fondness for her, 
and did not expect that he could do any hard thing to her, 
she took too unbounded a liberty. Moreover, that which 
most afflicted her was, what he had done to her relations : 
and she ventured to speak of all they had sufferefl by him, 
and at last greatly provoked both the king's moiher and sis- 
ter, till they became enemies to her : and even he himself 
also did the same, on whom alone she depended for her ex* 
pectations of escaping the last of punishments. 

7. But when she was once dead, the king's affections for 
her were kindled in a more outrageous manner' than before, 
whose old passion for her we have already described ; for his 
love to her was not of a calm nature, nor such as we usually 
meet with among other husbands ; for at its commencement 
it was of an enthusiustic kind, nor was it by their long cx>ha- 
bitation and free conversation together, brought under his 
power to manage ; but at this time his love to Mariamne 
seemed to seize him in such a peculiar manner, as looked like 
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divine vengeanco upon him for the taking away her life, for 
he would frequently call for her» and frequently lament for 
her, in a most indecent manner. Moreover, he bethought 
, him of every thing he could make use of to divert his mind 
from thinking of her, and contrived feasts and assemblies for 
that purpose, but nothing would suffice ; he therefore laid 
aside the administration of public affairs, and was so far oon* 
qnered by his passion, that he would order his servants to call 
for Mariamne, as if she were Still alive, and could still hear 
them. And when he was in this way, there arose a 'pestilen- 
tial disease, and carried off the greatest part of the multitude, 
and of his best and most esteemed friends, and made all men 
suspect that this distemper was brought upon them by the 
anger of God, for the injustice that had been done to Mari-i 
amne. This circumstance affected the king still more, till at 
lenffth he forced himself to go into desert places, and there, 
under pretence of goinff a-hunting, bitterly afflicted himself; 
yet had he not borne his grief there many days, before he fell 
into a most dangerous distemper himself : he had an inflam-. 
mation upon him, and a pain in the hinder part of his head* 
joined with madness ; and for the remedies that were used* 
they did him no good at all, but proved contrary to his case, 
and so at length brought him to despair. All the physidana 
also that were about him, partly because the medicines they 
brought for his recovery could not at all conquer the disease, 
and partly because his diet could be no other than what his 
disease inclined him to, desired him to eat whatever he had a 
mind to, and so left the small hopes they had of his recovery 
in the power of that diet, and committed him to fortune. 
And thus did his distemper go on while he was at Samaria, 
now called Sebaste. 

8. Now Alexandra abode at this time in Jerusalem, and 
being informed what condition Herod was in, she endea- 
voured to get possession of the fortified places that were about 
the city, which were two, the one belonging to the city itself, 
the other belonging to the temple ; and those that could get 
them into their hands had the whole nation under their power ; 
for without the command of them it was not possible to offer 
their sacrifices ; and to think of leaving off those sacrifices 
is to every Jew plainly impossible, who are still more ready 
to lose their lives than to leave off that divine worship which 
they have been wont to pay unto God. Alexandra, therefore, 
discoursed with those that had the keeping of these strong 
holds, that it was proper for them to deliver the same to her, 
and to Herod's sons, lest, upon his death, any other person 
should seize upon the government ; and that upon his reco- 
very, none could keep them more safely for bin) than those of 
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hiB own family^ These words were not by them «t ail taken 
in good part ; and, as they had been in former times faithfiil 
[to Herod], they rcsolTod to continue so more than ever, both 
because they hated Alexandra, and because they thought it 
a sort of impiety to despair of Herod's recxirery while he 
was yet alive, for they had been his old fHends | avd one of 
them, whose name was Achiabvu^ was his cousin^flerman. 
They sent messengers, therefore, to acouaint him with Alex^ 
andra's design ; so he made no longer aelay, but gave Ofden 
to have her slain ; yet it was still with difBculty, and after he 
had endured great pain, that he got clear of his diitemper« 
Be wai Still sorely afflicted both in mind and body, and made 
tery uneasy, and nftadier than ever upon all occasions to in* 
fltct punishment upon those that fell under his hand. He 
also slew the most intimate of his friends, Costobarus^ 
Lysimachus, and Oodias, who was called Antipater ; as aUo 
Dositbeus, and that upon the following occasion :-«- 

9- Costobarus was an Idumeaii by birth, and one of prin- 
cipal dignity among them, and one whose ancestors had been 
priests to the Kose, whom the Idumeans had [formerly] es- 
teemed as a god ; but after Hyrcanus had made a change in 
their political government, and made them receive the Jew.' 
ish customs and law, Herod made Costobarus governor of 
Idumea and Gasa, and gave him his sister Salome to wife ; 
and this wa^ upon his slaughter of [his uncle] Joseph, who 
had that government liefore, as we have related already. 
When Costobarus liad gotten to be so hiffhly advanced, it 
pleased him, and was more than he hoped for, and he was 
more and more puffed up by his good success, and iu a littk 
while he exceeded all bounds, and did not think fit to obey 
what Herod, as their ruler, commanded him ; or that the Idu- 
aieans should make use of tlie Jewiiih customs, or he subject 
to tbem. He therefore sent to Cleopatra, and informed her 
that the Idumeans had been always under his* progenitors, 
and that for the same reason it was but just that she should 
desire that country from him of Antony, for that he was rea- 
dy to transfer his friendship to her ; and this he did, not be- 
cause he was better pleased to be under Cleopatra^s govern* 
ment, but because he thought that, upon the diminution of 
Herod'*s power« it would not be difBcult for him to obtain 
himself the entire government over the Idumeans, and some- 
what more also ; for he raised his hopes still higher, as having 
no small pretences, both by his birth, and by these riches 
which he nad gotten by his constant attachment to filthy Iu* 
ere : and accordingly it was not a small matter that he aimed 
at. So Cleopatra desired this country of Antony, but failed 
of her purpose. An account of this was brought to Herod| 
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who was thereupon ready to kill Costobarus, yetf upon the 
entreaties of his sister ana mother, he forgare him, and vouch* 
safed to pardon him entirely, though he still bad a suspicion 
of him afterward for this his attempt. 

10. But some time afterward, when Salome happened to 
quarrel with Costobarus, she * sent him a bill of divorce^ and 
dissolved her marriage with him, though this was not accord* 
ing to the Jewish laws ; for wiUi us it is lawful for a hus- 
band to do so, but a wife, if she departs from -her husband* 
cannot of herself be married to another, unless her former 
husband put her away. However, Salome chose to follow 
not the law of her country, but the law of her authority, and 
so renounced her wedlock : and told her brother Heroa, that 
she left her husband out of her good will to him, because she 
perceived that he, with Antipater, and Lysimachus, and Do- 
sitheus, were raising a sedition against him ; as an evidence 
whereof, she alleged the case of the sons of Babas, that they 
had been by him preserved alive already for the interval of 
twelve years ; which proved to be true. But when Herod 
thus unexpectedly heard of it, he was greatly surprised at it, 
and was the more surprised, because the relation appeared 
incredible to him. As for the fact relating to the sons of 
Babas, Herod had formerly taken great pains to bring tbeno 
to punishment, as being enemies to his government, but they 
were now forgotten by him, on account of the length of time 
[since he had orderea them to be slain]. Now, the cause of 
his ill will and hatred to them arose hence ; that while Anti> 
gonus was king, Herod, with his army, besieged the city of 
Jerusalem, where the distress and miseries which the besiq;ed 
endured were so pressing, that the greater number of them 
invited Herod into the city, and already placed their hopes 
on him. Now, the sons of Babas were oi great dignity, and 
had power among the multitude, and were faithful to Antigo- 

" Here is a plain example of a Jewiiih lady giving a bill of diroroe to ber 
hufiband, tlioagh, in the days of Joapphun, it was not by the Jews ntcemed 
lawful for a woman to do so. See the like among the Parthians, Antiq. B.. 
zviii. ch. iz. necL 6. However, the Christian law, when it allowied divorce 
for adulter}', Matth. v. 32, allowed the innocent wife to divorce her guilty 
husband, as well as the innocent husband to divorce his guilty wi£B, aa wa- 
leam from the shepherd of Hermaa, Mand. B. iv. and from the second apo.- 
logy of Justin Martyr, where a peisecution was brought upon the Christiaaa 
upon such s divorce ; and I think the Roman laws permitted it at that time, 
as well as the laws of CJhristianity. Now this Babas, who was one of the 
race of the Asaraoneans or Alaocabm, as the latter end of this section informs 
US, is related by the Jews, as Dr Hudson here remarks, to have been so emi- 
nently religious in the Jewish way, that, except the day following the tenth 
of Tisri, the g^at day of atonement, when he seems to have supposed all hie 
■ins entirely forgiven, he used every day of the whole year to offer a sacrifice 
for his sins of ignorance, or such as he supposed he had been guilty of, but did 
not distinctly remember. 8ee somewhat like it of Agrippa the Great, Antiq. 
B. xix. ch. iii. sect. X vol. iil. and Job, i. 4, 5. 
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nus, and were always raiaing calumnies against Herod, and 
encouraged the people to preserve the government to that 
royal family which held it by inheritance. So these men 
acted thus politically, and, as they thought, for their own ad« 
vantage ; out when the city was taken, and Herod had got- 
ten the government into his hands, and Costobarus was ap- 
pointed to hinder men from passing out at the gates, and to 
guard the city, that those citizens that were guilty, and were 
of the party opposite to the king, might not set out of it ; 
Costobarus being sensible that the sons of Baoas were bad 
in respect and honour by the whole multitude, and suppoa- 
ing that their preservation might be of great advanti^ to 
him in the changes of government afterward, he set them by 
themselves, and concealed them in his own farms ; and when 
the thing was suspected, he assured Herod upon oath, that 
be really knew nothing of that matter, and so overcame thp 
auspicious that lay upon him ; nay, after that; when the king 
had publicly proposed a reward for the discovery, and had 
put in practice all sorts of methods for searching out this 
matter, he would not confess it ; but being persuaded that 
when he had at first denied it, if the men were found, he 
should not escape unpunislied, he was forced to keep them 
secret, not only out of his good will to them, but out of a ne^ 
cessary regard to his own preservation also. But when the 
king knew the thing, by his sister's information, he sent 
men to the places where he had the intimation they were 
concealed, and ordered bodi them, and those that were ac* 
cused as guilty with them, to be slain : insomuch that there 
were now none at all left of the kindred of Hyrcanus, and 
the kingdom was entirely in Herod^s own power ; and there 
was nobody remaining of such dignity as could put a stop 
to what he did against the Jewish laws. 
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CHAP. VHI. 

Hcfw Ten Men of the Citizens \af Jef-nsalem] made a eon^ 
^piracy against Herod, Jbr the Jbreign Practices he had 
introduced^ which was a Transgression of the Laws of 
their Country. Concerning the Building of Sebaste and 
Cesareoj and other Edifices of Herod. 

1. Ox this account it was that Herod revolted from the 
aws of his country, and corrupted their ancient constitution 
by the introduction of foreign practices, which constitution 
yet ought to have been preserved inviolable ; by which means 
we became guilty of great wickedness afterward ; while those 
religious observances, which used to lead the multitude to. 
piety, were now neglected ; for, in the first place, he ap- 
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Bointed flolcinn gmnaes to be celebrated every fifth year, in 
honour of Ceeaar, and built a theatre at Jerusalem, as also a 
very great amphitheatre in the plain. Both of them were 
indeed costly works, but opposite to the Jewish customs; 
for we have had no such shows delivered down tp us as fit 
to be used and exhibited by us ; yet did he celebrate these 
gomes every five years, in the most solemn and splendid 
manner. He also made proclamation to the neighbouring 
countries, and called men together ont of every nation. The 
wrestlers also, and the rest of those that strove for the prises 
in such games, were invited out of every land, both by the 
hopes of the rewards there to be bestowed, and by the glory 
of victory there to be gained. So the principal persons that 
were the most eminent in these sorts of exercises, were got- 
ten together ; for there were very great rewards for victory 
proposed, not only to those that performed their exercises 
naked, but to those that played the musicians also, and were 
called ThymtUci ; and he spared no pains to induce all per- 
sons, the most famous for such exercises, to come to this con- 
test for victory. He also proposed no small rewards to 
those w1k> ran for the prizes in chariot races, when they 
were drawn by two, or three, or four pair of horses. He 
also imitated every thing, though never so costly or magnifi- 
cent, in other nations, out of an ambition that he might give 
most public demonstration of his grandeur. Inscriptions 
also of the great actions of Ca?sar, and trophies of those na^- 
lions which he had conquered in his wars, and all made of 
the purest gold and silver, encompassed the theatre itself. 
Nor was there any thing that could be subservient to his de- 
sign, whether it were precious garments, or predous^ stones 
set in order, which was not also exposed to sight in these 
games. He had also made a great preparation ol wild 
beasts, and of lions themselves, in great abundance, and of 
such other beasts as were either of uncommon strength, or 
of such a sort as were rarely seen. These were prepared 
either to fight witli one another, or that men who were con- 
demned to death were to fight with them. And truly foreign- 
ers were greatly surprised and delighted at the vastness of the 
expenses here exhibited, and at the ^rreat dangers that were 
here seen ; but to natural Jews *, this was no better than a 

* These gmnd plays, and lihoxrt, and Thymelim^ or Music meetingis and 
chariot racefl, when the chariots were drawn by two, three, or four pair of 
horses, &c institnted by Herod in his theatres, were still, as we see here, 
l^Hrited on by the sober Jews as heathenish sports, and tending to eorrupc 
the manners of the Jewish nation, and to bring them into lore with Paganish 
idolatry, and Paganish conduct of life, but to the dissohition of the law of 
Moitn ; and accordingly were greatly and justly condemned by them, as ap- 
pears here and every where else in Josephus. Nor is the case of onr modern 
masquerades, plays, operas, and the like pomps and vanities of ibis wicked 
wor\6, of anv better tendencv under Christianity. 
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diMolution of those cuatoma for which they had ao great a 
waeralion. It appeared also do better than aa usstanice oi 
barefaced iaipiety, to throw men to wild beasta^ far the af* 
fording delight to the spectators ; and k appeared an instance 
of U0 leflB impiety, to change th^r own Uws for such foreiga 
eurcises ; but, above ajl the rest, the trophies gave most disr- 
taste to the Jews ; for as they unagined them to be imageSi in* 
eluded within tlie armour that hung round about ibem, tbey 
wesre sorely displeased at them, because it was not the cu^* 
tom of their country to pay honours to such images. 

S. Nor was Herod unacquainted with the disturbance 
they were under ; and as he thought it unseasonable to- use 
violeQce with thein» so he spake to some of them by way of 
consolation, an«t in order to free them from that superstiti- 
ous fear they were under ; yet could not he satisfy tl>eroi biH 
tbey cried, out with one accord, out of tlieir great uneasiness 
ai the ofiences tbey thought he had been guilty of, that al- 
tbough they should think of bearing all the rest, yet WAMSJd 
they never bear images of men in tlieir city, meaning the: 
tcopbies ; because this was disagreeable to tlie laws of their 
ceiuntry. Now when Herod saw them in such a disorder, 
a^d that they would not easily change their resolution onlesa 
tbey received satisfaction in this point, he called to him the 
most eminent men among them, and brought thera upon the 
theatre, and showed them the trophies, and asked them, what 
sort of thinsa they took these trophies to be ? and when they 
cried out, that they were the images of men, he gave ordec 
tkaX they should be stripped of these outward ornaments 
which were about them, and showed them the naked pieces 
of wood ; which pieces of wood, now without any ornament, 
became matter of great sport and laughter to them, because 
tbey had before always had the ornaments of images them- 
selves in derision. 

S. When, therefore, Herod had thus got clear of the mul- 
titude, and had dissipated the vehemeney of passion under 
which they had been, the gireatest part of the people were 
disposed to change their conduct, and not to be displeased 
at nira any longer ; but still some of them continued in their 
displeasure against him, for hisv introduction of new cua- 
toms V and esteemed the violatioa of the laws of their coun- 
try as likely to be the origin of very great mischiefs to them, 
BO that they deemed it an instance of piety rather to ha* 
sard themselves [to be put to death], than to seem as if they 
took no notice of Herod ; who, upon the change he had 
made in their government, introduced such customs, and that 
in a violent manner, wluch they hod never been used to be- 
fore : as indeed in pretence a King, but in reality one that 
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showed himself an enemy to their whole nation ; on which 
account ten men that were citizens [of JertiBalem], conspired 
together against him, and sware to one another to undergo 
any dangers in the attempt ; and took daggers with them un- 
der their garments [for the purpose of killing Herod]. Now 
there was a certain blind man among those conspirators who 
had thus sworn to one another, on account 6f the indignation 
he had against what he heard to have been done ; he was not 
indeed able to afford the rest any assistance in the undertak- 
ing, but was ready to undergo any suffering with them, if so 
be they should come to any barm ; insomuch, that he became 
a very great encourager of the rest of the undertakers. 

4. When they had taken this resolution, and that by com- 
mon consent, they went into the theatre, hoping that, in the 
first place, Herod himself could not escape them, as they 
should fall upon him so unexpectedly ; and supposing, how- 
ever, that if they missed him, they should kill a great many 
of those that were about him ; and this resolution they took 
though they should die for it, in order to suggest to the king 
what injuries he had done to the multitude. These conspm- 
tors, therefore, standing thusprepared beforehand, weataoout 
their design with great aiacnty ; but there was one of those 
spies of Herod's that were appointed for such purposes, to 
fish out and inform him of any conspiracies that snould be 
made against him ; who found out the whole affair, and told 
the king of it, as he was about to go into the theatre. So 
when he reflected on the hatred which he knew the greatest 
part of the people bore him, and on the disturbances that 
arose upon every occasion, he thought this plot against him 
not to be improbable. Accordingly ne retired into his palace, 
and called those that were accused of this conspiracy before 
him by their several names ; and as, upon the guards falling 
upon them, they were caught in the very fact, and knew they 
could not escape, they prepared themselves for their ends 
with all the decency they could, and so as not at all to recede 
from their resolute behaviour; for they showed no shame for 
what they were about, nor denied it ; but when they were 
seized, they showed their daggers, and professed, that ** the 
conspiracy ihey had sworn to was a holy and a pious action ; 
that what they intended to do was not for gain, or out of any 
indulgence to their passions, but principally for those com- 
mon customs of their country which all the Jews were obliged 
to observe, or to die for them.^' This was what these men 
said, out of their undaunted courage in this conspiracy. So 
they were led away to execution by the king^s guari^s that 
stood about them, and patiently underwent all the torments 
inflicted on tli«»ni till ihey died. Nor was it long before 
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that spy who had diicovered theniy was seixed on by some 
of the people* out of the hatred they bore to him, and was 
not only slain by them, but pulled to pieces limb from limb, 
and given to the dogs. This execution was seen by many of 
the citizens ; yet would not one of them discover the doers 
of it : till upon Herod^s making a strict scnitinv after them 
by bitter and severe tortures, certain women that were tor- 
tured confessed what they had seen done ; the authors of 
which fact were so terribly punished by the king, that their 
entire families were destroyed, for this their rash attempt ; 
yet did not the obstinacy of the people, and that undaunted 
constancy they showed in the defence of their laws, make 
Herod any earner to them ; but he still strengthened himself 
after a more secure manner, and resolved to encompass the 
multitude every way, lest such innovations should end in an 
open rebellion. 

& Since, therefore, he had now the city fortified by the 
palace in which he lived, and by the temple, which had a 
strong fortress by it called Antonia, and was rebuilt by him- 
self ; he contrived to make Samaria a fortress for himself 
also against all the people^ and called it Sebaste ; supposing 
that this place would be a strong hold against the country, 
not inferior to the former. So he fortified that place, which 
was a day^s journey distant from Jerusalem, and which would 
be useful to him in common, to keep both the country and 
the city in awe. He also built another fortress for the whole 
nation ; it was of old called Strato's Tower, but was by him 
named Cesarea. Moreover, he chose out some select horse- 
men, and placed them in the great plain ; and built [for 
them] a place in Galilee called Gaba, with Hesebonitis, in 
Perea. And these were the places which he particularly 
built, while he always was inventing somewhat farther for 
his own security, and encompassing the whole nation with 
guards, that they might by no means, get from under his 
power, nor fall into tumults, which they did continually upon 
any small commotion : and that, if they did make any com- 
motions, he might know of it, while some of his spies might 
be upon them from the neighbourhood, and might both be 
able to know what they were attempting, and to prevent it. 
And when he went about building the wall of Samaria, he 
contrived to bring thither many of those that had been as- 
ttsting to him in his wars, ancf many of the people in that 
neighbourhood also, whom he made fellow-citizens with the 
rest. This be did out of an ambitious desire of building a 
temple, and out of a desire to make the city more eminent 
than it had been before, but priucipally because be contrived 
that it might at once be for his own security, and a monu- 
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tnent of bis magnificence. He alto eliimged^ its nana, aad 
called it Sebaste. Moreover, he parted the adjoining coun- 
try, which wai excellent in its kind, among the iDhabitanta 
of Samaria, that they might be in a happy condition, upon 
their first coming to inhabit. Besides ail which, he encooi. 
passed the dty with a wall of great strength, and made uie of 
the aodivity of the place for making its fortifloations ftronger i 
nor was the compass of the place made new so Mudl aa it 
bad been beibre, but was such as rendered it not inferior to 
the most famous cities ; fbr it was twenty fuiiongs in ciroum- 
ference. Now within, and about the middle of it, he built a 
sacred place, of a furlong and a half [in circuit], and adorned 
it with all sorts of decorations, and therein erected a temple^ 
which was illustrious on account of both its lafgeness and 
beauty. And as to the several parts of the city, he adorned 
them with decorations of all sorts also ; and as to what was 
necessary to provide for his own security, he made tiM walls 
very strong for that purpose, and made it for the greatest 
part, a citadel ; and as to the elegance of the buildings, it was 
taken care of also, that he might leave monuments of the fine- 
npss of his taste, and of his beneficence, to future ages. 

CHAP. IX, 

Concerning the Famine that happened Ui Judca and Syria ; 
and how Herod^ after he had married another Wffi^ rf- 
huilt Cesarea^ and other Grecian Cities. 



§ 1. Now on this very year, which was the thirteenth y< 
uf the reign of Herod, very great calamities came upon the 
country ; whether they were derived from the anger of God, 
or whether this misery return again naturally in certain pe- 
riods of time * : for, in the first place, there were perpetual 
droughts, and for that reason the ground was barren, and did 
not bring forth the same quantity of fruits that it used to pro- 
duce ; and after this barrenness of the soil, the cbwge of 
good which the want of corn occasioned, produced disteom 
pers in the bodies of men, and a pestilential disease previpled, 
one misery following upon the back of another ; and tbeae 
circumstances, that they were destitute both of metlnide nf 
cu^e and of food, made the pestilential distemper, whieb be^ 
gan after a violent manner, the more lasting. The dcetruo- 

" Here we hnve an eminent example of the language of Josephvi^ in fah 
writing to.Oentilet, diffBrent from that when hp wrote to Jtwa^ m hia writ- 
ing to whom ho deriTes all suAh jiidgroentv from the angf r of God \ bm he- 
rause he knew many of the Gentiles thought they might naturally come tn 
certain periods, he romplies with them in the following sen r once,* 5*ee th# 
note on the War. B. i. rh. xsxiii. vecti 2. rol. iii. 
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tion of nea sW «ftef sueh a maaner deprived Uimd ihst tiif * 
vived of all ibeir ooumge^ because they had no way Iq pr«^ 
Tide lemedies suffideiit for the dialreMes Uie^ were in. Wheoi 
tiMrefore, the fniit$ of that year were spoiled^ and wbatto* 
ever ihey had had up before hand waa vpent* there was no 
foundation of hope for relief reiaivning» bi»t the anisery, eon- 
tnry to what they expected* atUl increaaed upon theon ; and 
thia not only en that year, while they had noihieg' for them- 
advea left [at the end of it}, bat wnat seed they had aown 
periahed alaoi by reason of the ground not yielding its fruita 
on the accond year *. This diatreaa they were in made tben^ 
alao^ out of neceasity, to eat many things that did not use to 
be eaten ; nor was the king himself free from this distress, 
any more than other men, as beieg deprived of that tribute 
he used to have from the frnita of the ground, and having 
already expended what money he had» in his liberality to 
thoae whose cities he had built ; nor bad he any people that 
were worthy of his assistance, since this miserable aute of 
things had procured him the hatred of his subjects : for it is 
a constant rule, that misfortunes ajre still laid to the account 
of those that govern. . 

SL In these ciroumstancef , he considered with himself how 
to procure some seasonable help ; but this was a hard thing 
to oe done, wliile their neighbwrs had no food to sell them, 
and their money also was gone, had it been possible to pur* 
chaae a little food at a great prices However, he thought 
it bis best way, by all means, not to leave off his endeavours 
to asBut his people ; so he cut off the rich furniture that was 
in his palace, both of silver and gold, insomuch, that he did 
not spare the finest vessels he had, or thoae that were made 
with the most elaborate skill of the artificers, but sent the 
money to Petronius, who had been made prefect of £gypt 
by Canar ; and aa not a few bad already fled to him under 
their necessities, and aa he was particularly a friend to He* 
rod, and desirous to have bia subjects preserved, he ^ve 
leave to them* in the first place, to export corn, and assisted 

■ TUi fsnm far two ymn^ that affscMd JudM and Syria, tha 13th nA 
Hth yean of Herod^ which are the 23d and 24th veari before the Christiaii 
era, teems to hare heen more terrible during this tune, thui wai that m the 
dsyt of Jaool^, Oen. zli. zUi. Aad what makoi the eooiparifon the moet 
rvipaHuiUe, ia Mi, |hat pov, ai well at then, the relief they had wa« (pom 
Egjffl aleot than froio Joveph, the governor of £gypt, under Pharaoh, kii^ 
of Bgypt, and now from Petronhn, the prefetn of Egypt, under AugustOa, the 
Reman emperor. See ahnoit the like case, Antiq. B. xx. eh. ii. ieot. S. TaL 
Hit .It 18 aiiio well woith oar obtarratioa herei that the^e two yeara were a 
Miotic year, and a year «f jubil^, for which pForidenoe, during the tJieo- 
cracy) lucd to prm-ide a triple crop beforehand, but betjame now, when tbe 
Jewi had forfeited that bleMing, the grmtent yeaii of Ihmine to theia eret 
•ince the daye of Ahab, 1 Kingn xrii, sviii. 
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them every way« both in purcbaang and exporting tbe Hiine ; 
8o that he was tbe principal, if not the only person who af- 
forded them what help they had. And Herod, taking care 
the people should understand that this help came from him- 
self, diet thereby not only remove from him tbe ill opinion of 
those that formerly hated him, but ^ve them the greatest 
demonstration possible of his good will to them, and care of 
them ; for, in the 6rst place, as for those who were aUe Co 
provide their own food, he distributed to them their propor- 
tion of corn in the exactest manner ; but for those many that 
were not able, either by reason of their old age or any other 
infirmity, to provide food for themselves, he made this pro- 
vision for them, that the bakers should make their bread ready 
for them. He also took care that they might not be hurt 
by the dangers of winter, since they were in ereat want of 
clothing also, by reason of the utter destruction and con- 
sumption of their sheep and goats, till they had no wool to 
make use of, nor any thing else to cover themselves withal. 
And when he had procured these things for his own subjects, 
he went farther, in order to provide necessaries for their 
neighbours, and gave seed to the Syrians, which thing turned 
greatly to his own advantage also ; this charitable assistance 
bring afforded most seasonably to their fruitful soil, so that 
every one had now a plentiful provision of food. Upon the 
whole, when the harvest of the land was approaching, he sent 
no fewer than fifty thousand men whom he had sustained 
into the country ; by which means he both repaired the 
afflicted condition of his own kingdom with great generosity 
and diligence, and lightened the afflictions of his neighbours, 
who were under the same calamities ; for tliercwas nobody 
who had been in want that was left destitute of a suitable as- 
sistance by him ; nay, farther, there were neither any peo- 
ple, nor any cities, nor any private men, who were to make 
provision for the multitudes, and on that account were in 
want of support, and had recourse to him, but received what 
they stood in need of, insomuch that it appeared upon a com- 
putation, that the number of cori of wheat, of ten attick me- 
dimni a piece, that were given to foreigners, amounted to ten 
thousand ; and the number that was given in his own king- 
dom was about fourscore thousand. Now it happened that 
this care of his, and this seasonable benefaction, had such in- 
fluence on the Jews, and was so cried up among other na- 
tions, as to wipe off that old hatred which his violation of 
some of their customs, during his reign, had procured him 
amon^ all the nation ; and that this liberality of his assist- 
ance, in this their greatest necessity, was full satisfaction for 
•ill that he had done of that nature, as it also procured him 
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great fame among foreignen ; and it looked as if these cala. 
mities that afflicteid his land to a degree phunly incredible, 
came in order to raise bis glory, and to be to bis great advan- 
tue ; for the greatness of his liberality in these distresses, 
which he now demonstrate beyond all expectation, did so 
change the disposition of the multitude towards him, that 
they were ready to suppose he had been from the beginning 
not such a one as they had found him to be, but su(£ a one 
as the care he had taken of them in supplying their necessities 
proved him now to be. 

S. About this time it was that he sent five hundred chosen 
men out of the guards of his body as auxiliaries to Csnar, 
whom ^lius GaTlus* led to the Red Sea, and who were of 
great service to him there. When, therefore, his affairs were 
thus improved, and were again in a flourishing condition, he 
built himself a palace in the upper city, raising the rooms to 
a very great height, and adorning them with Uie most costly 
furniture of golo, and marble seats, and beds ; and these were 
so large, that they could contun very many companies of men. 
These apartments were also of distinct magnitudes, and had 
particular names given them ; for one apartment was called 
Gssar^s, another AgrippaV He also fell in love again, and 
married another wife, not suffering his reason to hinder him 
from living as he pleased. The occasion of this his marriage 
was as follows :— there was one Simon^ a citizen of Jerusalem, 
the son of one Boethus, a citixen of Alexandria, and a priest 
of great note there ; this man had a daughter who was es- 
teemed the most beautiful woman of that time ; and when 
the people of Jerusalem began to speak much in her com- 
mendation, it happened that Herod was much affected with 
what was said of ner ; and when he saw the damsel, he was 
smitten with her beauty, yet did he entirely reject the 
thoughts of using his authority to abuse her, as believing, 
what was the trudi, that by so doing he should be stigma- 
tised for violence and tyranny ; so he thought it best to take 
the damsel to wife. And while Simon was of a dignity too 
inferior to be allied to him, but still too considerable to be 
despised, he governed his inclinations after the most prudent 
manner, by augmenting the dignity of the family, and making 
them more honourable ; so he immediately deprived Jesus 
the son of Phabet of the high-priesthood, and conferred that 
dignity on Simon, and so joined in affinity with him [by 
marrying of his daughter.] 

4. When this wedding was over, he built another dtadel 

* Thii ^lius Gallus seems to be no other tlian tbat JSliut Larguft whom 
Dio speaka of an conducting an expedition that was about this time made into 
Arabin^Fclix^ acc«)rding to Putavins who i% here cited by Spanheim. See a 
full ai-count of this exiicditioii inPrideaus at the yean 21 and 33. 
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in that place wfaera be had conquered the Jewi when he was 
driTen out of hit goTemcnent, and Autigonua, enjoyed it. 
This citadel it distant from Jeruadem about three aeore fur- 
longs. It was strong by nature, and fit for audi a building. 
It is Ji sort of a moderate bill, raised to a £wther height by 
the hand of roan, till it was of the shape of a woman^s breast. 
It is encompassed with circular towers, and hath a atrught 
ascent op to it, which ascent is oompoaed of steps of po. 
lished stones, in number two hundred. Within it are royal 
N and very rich apartments, of a structure that provided both 
for security and for beauty. About the bottom there are ha- 
bitations of such a structure as are ^ell worth seeing, both 
on other accounts, and also on account of the water which is 
brought thither from a great way off, and at vast expenaes; 
for the place itself is destitute of water. The plain that is 
about this citadel is full of edifices, not inferior U> any city 
in largeness, and having the hill above it in the nature of a 
castle. 

5. And now, when all Herod's designs had succeeded ac- 
cording to his hopes, he had not the least suspicion that any 
troubles could arise in his kingdom, because he kept his peo- 
ple obedient, as well by the fear th^ stood in of him, fior be 
was implacable in the infliction of his punishments, asby.tha 
provident care he had showed towards them, after the most 
magnanimous manner, when they were under iheir distresses. 
But still he took care to have external security for his flovenu 
ment, as a fortress against his subjects ; for the orations he 
made to the cities were very fine, and full of kindness ; and 
he cultivated a seasonable good understanding with their go- 
vernors, and bestowed presents on every one of them, indfu- 
eing them thereby to be more friendly to him, and unng his 
magnifioent disposition, so as his kingdom mig^t be the better 
secured to him ; and this till all his affairs were every way 
more and more augmented. But then, tliis magnificent tem- 
per of his, and that submissive behaviour and liberaUty which 
he exercised towards Cie8ar» and tlie most powerful men of 
Rome, obliged him to transgress the customs of hia nation, 
and to set a»de many of their laws ; and by building cities 
after an extravagant manner, and erecting temples ^ ;. not in 

* One may liere take notice, that how tvrannical and extravagant loevnr 
Herod veiniA himaelf, and in hU Oraeian oties aa t* thoaeplayi, and ahowa, 
and teQi|daB (or idolatry, mentioned above, ch. viiL lect. 1. and here alao^ yet 
dnrat even he introdnoe very few of them into the dties of the Jews, who, as 
Jotephufl here notes, would not even then have home them, so saaKras were 
they stiU for many of the laws of Moses, even under so tyrannical a govam- 
ment as this wa» of Herod the Great ; which tyrannical government puts me 
naturally in mind of Dean Prideaux*s honest reflection upon the like ambi- 
tion, after nuch tyrannical power in Pompey and Cssar. ^^ One of theae,** 
sayK he at the year 60, ^^ could not boar an equal, nor the other a superior : 
«nH fhnniph I his amiiifiont huniwir, and thirst afVpr more p<n»-er in these 
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Judea indeed, for that would not have been borne^ it being 
forbidden for us to pay any honour to images, or representa- 
tions of animalsi after the manner of the Greeks, but still he 
did thus in the county [properly] out of our bounds, and in 
the eilies thereof. The apology which he made to the Jews 
for these things was this : that all was done, not out of his own 
inclinations, but by the commands and injunctions of others, 
in order to please Caesar and the Romans, as though he had 
not the Jewish customs so much in his eye as he had the 
honour of those Romans, while yet he had himself entirely in 
view all the while, and indeed was very ambitious to leave 
great monuments of his government to posterity ; whence it 
was that he was so zealous in building such fine cities, and 
spent such vast sums of money upon them. 

6. Now upon his observation of a place near the sea, whidi 
was very proper for containing a city, and was before called 
Strato*s Tower, he set about getting a plan for a magnificent 
city there, and erected many edifices with great diligence all 
over it; and this of white stone. He also adorned it with most 
sumptuous palaces, and large edifices for containing the 
people ; and what was the greatest and most laborious work 
of all, he adorned it with an haven, that was always free from 
the waves of the sea. Its lai^;eness was not less than the Py« 
rsBum [at Athens], and had towards the city a double station 
for the ships. It was of excellent workmanship; and this was 
the more remarkable, for it being built in a place that of itself 
was not suitable to such noble structures, but was to be 
brought to perfection by materials from other places, and at 
very great expenses. This city is situate in Pnehicia, in the 
passage by sea to Egvpt, between Joppa and Dora, which 
are lesser maritime cities, and not fit for havens, on account 
of the impetuous south winds that beat upcm them ; which, 
rolling the sands that come from the sea against the shores, 
do not Idmit of ships lying in their station, but the merchants 
are generally there forced to ride at their anchors in the sea 
itself. So Herod endeavoured to rectify this inconvenience, 
and laid out such a compass towards the land as might be 
sufficient for an haven, wherein the great ships might lie in 

two men, the whole Roman empire heing divided into two opposite fiuTtionft, 
there wbi produced hereby, the moHt destructive war that ever afflicted It ; 
and the like folly too much relgnt- in all other pUeca. Could about thirty 
men be persuadiid to live at home in peace, without enterpriMug upon tho 
rights of each other, for the vain glory of conquest, and the enlargement of 
power, the whole world might be at quiet ; but their ambition, their ftdlies, 
and their homoiur, leading them constantly to cnenarh upon, and qnarrel 
with, each other, they involve all that are under them in the mischiefs there- 
of; and many thmisands are they whlA yearlv perish bv it ; so that it may 
almost raise a doubt, whether the benefit which the world receives firomjni. 
vemment be sufficient to make amends for the calamities which it iulnrs 
from the follies, minukes, and mal-administrations of those that manags It.** 
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safety ; and this he effected, by letting down vast stones of 
above fifty feet in length, not less than eighteen in breadth, 
and nine in depth, into twenty fathoms deep ; and as some 
were lesser, so were others bigger than those dimensions. 
This mole which he built by the sea side, was two hundred 
feet wide ; the half of which was opposed to the current of 
the waves, so as to keep off those waves which were to break 
upon them, and so was called Procymatia, or the first breaker 
ox the waves ; but the other half had upon it a wall, with 
several towers, the largest of which was named Dnisus, and 
was a work of very great excellence, and had its name from 
Drusus, the son-in-law of Csesar, who died young. There 
were also a great number of arches where the mariners 
dwelt. There was also before them a quay, [or landing-place], 
which ran round the entire haven, and was a most agreeable 
walk to such as had a mind to that exercise ; but the entrance, 
or mouth of the port, was made on the north quarter, on which 
side was the stillest of the winds of jsU in this place. And the 
basis of the whole circuit on tlie left hand, as you enter the 
port, supported a round turret, which was made very strooff, 
in order to resist the greatest waves ; while on the right handf 
as you enter, stood two vast stones, and those each of tbem 
larger than the turret which was over against tbem ; these 
stood upright, and were joined together. Now there were 
edifices all along the circular haven, made of the politest 
stone, with a certain elevation, whereupon was erected a tern- 
Ic, diat was seen a great way off by those that were sailing 
or that haven, and had in it two statues : the one of Rome, 
the other of Caesar; as the city itself was called Cesarea; 
which was also itself built of fine materials, and was of a fine 
structure ; nay, the very subterranean vaults and cellars Jiad 
no less of architecture bestowed on them, than had the build* 
ing above ground. Some of these vaults carried things at 
even distances to the haven and to the sea, but one of them 
ran obliquely, and liound all the rest together, that both the 
rain, and the filth of the citizens, were together carried off witli 
ease ; and the sea itself, upon the flux of the tide from witb^i^ 
out, came into the city, and washed it all clean. Herod also 
built therein a theatre of stone ; and on the south quarter, 
behind the port, au amphitheatre also, capable of holding a 
vast number of men, and conveniently situated for a prospect 
to the sea. So this city was thus finished in twelve years • ; 
during which time, the kiug did not fail both to go on with- 
the work, and to pay the charges that were necessary. 

* CeMrea Iwiiig here uid to be rebuilt aud adorned in twelve yean, and 
noon aftenvards, in ten ytfars, Antiq. B. x\i. ch. v. Met. 1, there must be a 
mistake in one of the place» as to the true number, hut in m-hirh of them iw 
i» hard poKi'tively to determine. 
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CHAP. X. 

How Herod sent his Sons to Rome ; how also he was accused 
by Zenodorus and the GadaretiSf hut was cleared of whai 
they accused him off and withal gained to himself t/ie good 
will qf Ccesar. Concerning the Pharisees, the Esseneg, 
and Manahem. 

1. When Herod was engaged in such matters, and when 
ie had already re-edified Sebaste [Samaria], he resolved to 
send his sons Alexander and Aristobulus to Rome, to enjoj 
the company oF Cse^sar ; who, when they came thither, lodged 
at the house of Pollio *,' who was very fond of Herod's friend- 
ship : and they had leave to lodee in Caraar^s own palace ; for 
he received these sons of Herod with all humanity, and gave 
Herod leave to give his kingdom to which of his sons he 
pleased ; and besides all this, he bestowed on him Trachon 
and Batanea, and Auranitis, which he eave him on the occa- 
sion following: — one Zenodorus "f had hired what was called 
the house of Lysanias, who, as he was not satisfied with its 
revenues, became a partner with the robbers that inhabited 
the Trachonites, and so procured himself a larger income ; 
for the inhabitants of those places lived in a mad way, and 
pillaged the country of the Damascent, while Zenodorus did 
not restrain them, but partook of the prey they acquired. 
Now, as the neighbouring people were hereby great suffer- 
ers« they complamed to Varro, who was then president [of 
Syria], and entreated him to write to Ca?sar about this injus- 
tice of Zenodorus. When these matters were laid before 
Cesar, he wrote back to Varro to destroy those nests of rob- 
bers, and to give the land to Herod ; that so by his care the 
neighbouring countries might be no longer disturbed with 
these doings of the Trachonites ; for it was not an easy thing 
to restrain them, since this way of robbefy had been their 
usual practice, and they had no other way to get their living ; 
because they had neither any city of their own, nor lands in 
their possession, but only some receptacles and dens in the 
earth ; and there they and their cattle lived in common toge- 
ther. However, they had made contrivances to get pools of 
water, and laid up corn in granaries for themselves, and were 

* Thii Pollio, with whom Herod^t sons lived mt Rome, was not Pollio the 
Pharifee, already mentioned by Joiiephus, chap. i. sect. 1, and again presently 
after this, diap. x. sect. 4, bat Anainius Pollio the Roman, as Spanheim hare 
obserres. 

t The character of this Zenodorus is so like that of a famous robba^of the 
same name in Strabo, and that about Uiis very omintry, and about ihU very 
time also, that I think Dr Hndson hardly needed to hare pit a per^pa to hia 
(iptermiiiation that the^' \rrre the Mme. 
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able to make great resistance, by issuing out on the sudden 
against any that attacked tbem ; for the entrances of their 
caves were narrow, in which but one could come in at a time, 
and the places within incredibly Iftrge, and made verv wide ; 
but the ground over their habitations was not very high, but 
rather on a plain, while the rocks are altogether hard and dif- 
ficult to be entered upon, unless any one gets into the plain 
road by the guidance of another ; for these roads are not 
straight, but have several revolutions. But when these men 
are hindered from their wicked preying upon their ne^h* 
hours, their custom is to prey upon one another, insomuch 
that no sort oi injustice comes amiss to them. But when 
Herod had received tbLi grant from Caesar, and waa come 
into this country, he procured skilful guides^ and put a stop 
to their wicked robberies, and procured peace and quietness 
to the neighbouring people. 

2. Hereupon Zenodorus was grieved, in thp first places he- 
cause his principality was taken away from him, and still more 
so^ because he envied Herod, who had gotten it ; so he went 
up to Rome to accuse him, but returned back again without 
auocess. Now Agrippa was [about this time] sent to succeed 
Ciesar in the government of the countries beyond the Ionian 
sea ; upon whom Herod lighted when he was wintering about 
Mitylene, for he bad been his particular friend and compa«- 
nion, and then returned into Judea again. However, some 
of the Gadarens came to Agrippa, and accused Herod, whom 
he sent back bound to the king, without giving them the 
hearing. But still the Arabians, who of old bare ill-will to 
Herod's government, were nettled, and at that time attempted 
to raise a sedition in his dominions, and, as they thought, 
upon a more justifiable occasion : for Zenodorus, despairing^ 
already of success as to his own affairs, prevented [his ene« 
mies] by selling to those Arabians a part of his principality, 
called Auranitis, for the value of fifty talents ; but as this was 
included in the donations of Ccesar, they contested the point 
with Herod, as unjustly deprived of what they had lx)ught. 
Sometimes they did this by making incursions upon him, and 
sometimes by attempting force against him, and sometimes by 
going to law with him. Moreover, they persuaded the poorer 
soldiers to help them, and were troublesome to him, out of a 
constant hope that they should reduce the people to raise a 
sedition ; in which designs those that are in the most miser* 
able circumstances of life are still the most earnest : and 
although Herod had been a great while apprised of these 
attempts, yet did not he indulge any severity to them, but by 
rational methods aimed to mitigate things, as not willing to 
give any handle for tumults. 
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8. Now when Herod bad already reigned seventeen years, 
Csesar came into Syria ; at which time the greatest part of 
the inhabitants of Gadara clamoured against Herod, as one 
that was heavy in his injunctions, and tyrannical. These re- 
proacbes they mainly ventured upon by the encouragement 
of ZenodoruS) who took his oath that he would never leave 
Herod till be had procured that they should be severed from 
Herod's kingdom, and joined to Caesar's province. Tlie 6a^ 
darens were induced hereby, and made no small cry against 
him ; and that the more boldly, because those that had been 
delivered up by Affrippa were not punished by Herod ; who 
let them go, and did tnem no harm ; for indeed he was the 
principal man in the world who appeared almost inexorable 
in punishing crimes in his own family, but very generous in 
remitting the offences that were committed elsewhere. And 
while they accused Herod of injuries and plunderings, and 
subvenuons of temples, he stood unconcerned, and was ready 
to make his defence. However, Csesar gave him his right 
hand, and remitted nothing of bis kindness to him, upon this 
disturbance by the multitude ; and indeed these things were 
alleged the first day, but the hearing proceeded no farther ; 
for as the Gadarens saw the inclination of Caesar and of his 
assessors, and expected, as they had reason to do, that they 
should be delivered up to the King, some of them, out of a 
dread of the torments they might undergo, cut their own 
throats in the night time, and some of them threw themselves 
down precipices, and others of them cast themselves into the 
river, and destroyed themselves of their own accord ; which 
accidents seemed a sufficient condemnation of the rashness 
and crimes they had been guilty of: whereupon Caesar made 
no longer delay, but cleared Herod from the crimes he was 
accused of. Another happy accident there was, which was a 
farther great advantage to Herod at this time ; for Zenodorus^s 
belly burst, and a great quantity of blood issued from him in 
his fflckness, and he thereby departed this life at Antioch in 
Syria ; so Caesar bestowed bis country, which was no small 
one, upon Herod ; it lay between Trachon and Galilee, and 
contained Ulutha, and Faneas, and the country round about* 
He also made him one of the procurators of Syria, and com- 
manded that they should do every thing with his approbation ; 
and, in short, he arrived at that pitch of felicity, that whereas 
there were but two men that governed the vast Roman empire; 
first Caesar, and then Agrippa, who was his principal favour^ 
ite; Caesar preferred no one to Herod besides Agrippa ; and 
Agrippa made no one his greater friend than Herod, beside 
Caesar. And when he had acquired such freedom, he begged 

VOL. II. £ B 



»» 




J/iiir* ^A •#**■** U-#J»*; '^**Cvf •^^Jfi^> iHTM^^gZ *d ? 






i«x>/M# fi^.# ^'^^' *'■'> ^^''^^^ i^ 'f'/*^ ^wmmA 1 ine 
H^tA^Afj 0i U,$Uf ^^^^Atm' •A 'Im' \uwn%>MfU\ be 

\n\V*t\ ftppwfffM Ifirri, lik«' ()i'/«<' that w«fre frtili 
M/i/l «|f«f M/l/«^'l u( )ii« \trtfi4'4uf^ Ai^unl which 
|/r«'Mtiy f/ii'iiiU'l hirriM-lf, uimI NH#k awfiy the oppamsaao^ 
triif/lil hfiv<- fo flufiirlf liirri, iiriil vu'ytituid them to be 
Nl work I unr t\'u\ In* |H*rttiil lh«* riti/frin cither to 
ih»r. (If tfi Wfilk, III I'At io;/«'ilii*r, hut watched 
(hi<v ilifl : Miifl whi'ii iiiiy wi<ri* rniiKhr, ihoy were 
iiUlii'il • mill iMNhy llii*ri' wrrf< whii wctc hmuj^htto the 
Itvii'itiiiMi hiiih ii|i*«nly miil mm-ii'IIv. niid ^vere there put ip 
iliMtih I fiiiil tliiM'f wirr npirM mm i*vrry whoro, both id tbedcr, 
Niul 111 ihn i-iHiiU, Mhnwiiirhotl ihdMMlmt met together ; nar. 
h ii ii|iiMhiiU ilirti hi* till! \\\%\ hiiiiM*lf lU'ji^lect this part of 
I'MnHmii hill iliiii ho himiM ohoiainirn hiiiiM'lf take- the habit 
4»l n (titviiir lUAtii iind nit\ iimiin^ iho nnihiuuie, in the night 
uiM« , mul i^mko irint y^\^n{ o)Minon ihcv hml of his govern- 
iiwhi iiitil AH Tiir ih(v«« ilint wuKi lui way be reduced to 
«hH|«it«Mi%v uihit'i \\\n n%A%\>\\ki* \\( i«\\vornnuH)t\ he persecuted 
\\wm aU i^mM^hM «4' ^i^\ii i bill t\w iho n^M of iho niuititude» be 
i^n)iim\n) ihiii \ho\ «ki)«M\Ui Iv i4Ui^^\l to take an cmth of fide- 
hix lo hiii^v ais) ai ih.' muh^ umc ismnviicil then to swear 
*h4i \h*^\ \*^MiM U>ax h^s*. <vv\i wi!l^ a:M *\s>t^r.«e certainly 

^4m%<^ %Nf\-v-^ ;^i^* ^%^««»^-K»* X«i\ ««\4%u-. «\ «^.vik..:ttn& kTtc 
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M to do in hi« miinag<eiiient of the goTernment ; and indeed 
a great part of them, either to pleaw him, or out of -fbar of 
him, yielded to what he required of them ; but for sueh as 
were of a more open and generous disposition, and had In- 
dignation at the force he used to them, he by one means or 
other made away with them. He endeavoured also to per- 
suade Pollio the Pharisee, and Sameas, and the greatest par^ 
of their scholars, to take the oath ; but these would netther 
submit so to do, nor were they punished together with the 
rest, out of the reverence he bore to Potlio. The Essenes 
also, as we call a sect of ours, were excused from this im- 
position. These men live the same kind of life as do those 
whom the Greeks call Pythagoreans^ concerning whom I 
ehall discourse more fully elaowb^re. iJoir^ver, H U i)Ut ^ 
to Bet down here the rp^^ons ivherefor^ H^irod llftd ^.hfse 
Essenes in such honour, and tbouj^bt bigher of tbem %hfi^ 
their mortal nature required ; nor will tnis account be un- 
suitable to the nature of this history, as k wttl show the opi« 
nion men had of these Essenes. 

' 5. Now there was one of these Essenes, whose name was 
Manahera^ who had this testimony^ that he not only eon- 
dveted his Kfe after a« txeettent manner, but had the fore- 
knowledge at future events ^ven him by God also. This 
man once saw Herod when ha was a efrild, and going to 
school, and saluted him asking of the Jews ; but he thinking 
that either he did not know him, or that he was in jest, put 
him in mind that he was but a private man ; iMit Mananem 
smiled to himsetf, and clapped him on the backside with his 
band, and said, ^ However tfiat be, iTiou ivilt be king, and 
wilt begin thy reign happily ; for God Cnds thee worthy of it. 
And do thou remember the blows that Manahera hath given 
thee, as being a signal of the change of thy fortune. And truly 
this will be the best reasoning for thee, that thou love justice 
[towards men], and piety towards God, and clemency toward^ 
thy citizens ; yet do I know how th v whole conduct wfR ba^ 
that thou wik not be such an one { for thou wilt excel all mm 
in bappiness, and obtain an everlasting reputation, but ^wilt 
forget piety and righteousness; and these crimes will irtt be 
concealed from God, at the condualion of thy life, when thou 
wilt find that be will be mindful of them, and punish thee 
for thero.^ Now at that time Herod did not at all attend to 
what Manahem said, as having no hopes of aMcb advance- 
ment ; but a little afterwiirdf wben be was so fortuiiata if to 
be advanced to the dignity of king, and was in the height of 
his dominion, he sent for Manahem, apd asked hiin hpw \mf 
he should r«ign ? .^gnahem did not tell bin the fuU leMth 
of his reign \ wherefore, upon that silciv:c /of his, he asked 
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him farther, whether he should reigo ten yeans or Bot ? be 
replied, '* Yes, twenty, nay, thirty years,** bat did not anign 
the just determinate Umit of his reign. Herod was satisfied 
with these replies, and gave Manahem his hand, and dismissed 
him ; and from that time he continued to honour aU the £»- 
senes. We have thought it proper to relate these facts to 
our readers, how strange soever they be, and to declare what 
hath happened amoug us, because many of these Essenes 
have, by their excellent virtue, been thought worthy of this 
Lnowleage of divine revelations* 



CHAP. XI. 

How Herod rebuilt the Tempk, and raised it higher, and 
inade it more magnificent than it teas before ; as also con-- 
ceming that Tower which he called Antonia. 

§ 1. And now Herod, in the eighteenth year of his reign, and 
after the acts already mentioned, undertook a very great work, 
that is, to build of himself the temple of Grod *, and to make 
it larger in compass, and to raise it to a most magnificent al- 
titude, as esteeming it to be the most glorious of alibis actions, 
as it really was, to bring it to perfection, and that this would 
be sufficient for an everlasting memorial of him ; but as he 
knew the multitude were not ready nor willing to assist him 
in so vast a design, he thought to prepare them first by making 
a speech to them, and then to set about the work itself; so 
he called them together, and spake thus to them : ^ I think I 
^ need not speak to you, my countrymen, about such other works 
as I have done since I came to the kingdom, although I may 
say they have been performed in such a manner as to bring 
more security to you than glory to myself ; for I have neither 
been negligent, in the most difficult times, about what tended 
to ease your necessities, nor have the buildings I have made 
been so proper to preserve me as yourselves from injuries ; 
and I imagine that, with God^s assistance, I have advanced 
the nation of the Jews to a degree of happiness which they 
never had before ; and for the particular edifices belonging to 
your own country and to your own cities, as also to those cities 

* We may here obserre, that the fancy of the modern Jewi, in calling this 
ieni|»le, whidi wa« really the third of their temples, the Mvofuf temple, foUowed 
80 long by later Christians, seems to be without any solid foundation. The 
reason why the Christians here follow the Jews is, because the prophecy of 
Hanai, ii. 6 — 9, which they expound of the Messiah's coming to the secend 
' or Sorobabd^s temple, of wldeh they suppose this of Herod*s to be only a coa- 
tinuation, which is meant, I think, of his coming to ihefowih and Uut temjde^ 
or to that future largest and most glorioua on^' desoribed by Ezekiel. Whence 
1 take the former notion, how general soccer, io be a great nffstake. See 
l4t. Accomp. of Proph. p. 24* 
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that we hare lately acquired, which we have erected^ and 
greatly adorned, and thereby augmented the dignity of your 
nation, it seems to me a needless task to enumerate them to 
you, since you well know them yourselves ; but as to that 
undertaking which I have a mind to set about at present, and 
which will be a work of the greatest piety and excellence that 
can possibly be undertaken by us, I will now declare it to you* 
Our fathers, indeed, when they were returned from Babylon, 
built this temple toOod ^mighty; yet does it want sixty cubits 
of its largeness in altitude; tor so much did that first temple 
which Solomon built, exceed this temple: nor let any one 
condemn our fathers for thdr negligence or want of [nety 
herein, for it was not their fault that the temple was no 
higher; for they wereCyrus, and Dariusthe son of Hystaspes, 
who determined the measure for its rebuilding ; and it bath 
been by reason of the subjection of those fathers of ours to 
them and to their posterity, and after them to the Mace- 
donians, that they had not the opportunity to follow the 
original model of this pious edifice, nor could raise it to its 
ancient altitude ; but smce I am now, by Grod's will, your go* 
vemor, and I have had peace a long time, and have gained 
great riches and large revenues, and what is the principal 
thing of all, I am in amity with, and well regarded hy, the 
Romans, who, if I may so say, are the rulers of the whole 
world, I will do my endeavour to correct that imperfection, 
which hath arisen from the necessity of our affairs, and the 
slavery we have been under formerly ; and to make a fjuthful 
return, after the most pious manner, to God, for what bless, 
ings I have received from him, by giving me this kingdom, and 
that by rendering his temple as complete as I am able." 

% And this was the speech which Herod made to them ; 
but still this speech affrighted many of the people, as being 
unexpected by them, anabecause it seemed incredible, it dia 
not encourage them, but put a damp upon them ; for they 
were afraid that he would pull down the whole edifice, and 
not be able to bring his intentions to perfection for its rebuild- 
ing; and this danger appeared to them to be very great, and 
the vastness of the unaertaking to be such, as could hardly 
be accomplished. But while they were in this disposition, the 
king encouraged them, and told them, ** He would not pull 
down their temple till all things were gotten ready for build« 
ing it up entirely again." And as he promised them this be- 
fcwehand, so he did not break his word with them ; but got 
ready a thousand waggons, that were to bring stones for the 
building, and chose out ten thouiiand of the most skilful 
workmen, and bought a thousand sacerdotal garments, for as 
many of the priests, and had some of them taught the arts of 
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i*DDeduUert# nmi^henof Mrpefttert, aadtlMn begad to build i 
bul tbit nol t^ €tsry lIuQg was well prepared for the urorfc. 
8t 8b flerod took awAy the old CoandMoiiSy and laid olberii 
ftnd ereeted ibe temple upon tbefn, being ib length ao hundred 
tnbitSi and in height twenty additional CubitSf irbicb [iweatvji 
upon the Irinkiilg of their foundatidns *» fell dowti ; and lliiB 
part it wae that we resolved to raise again in the days of Nerob 
rioWi the templb was built of stones that were #hite and itroDfi;^ 
and each of their length was twdnty^^flve cubits» thdtr height 
Was eighty and fh^r breadth about twelve ; and the whole 
Btrycture, lis was alto the structure of the royal cloister, Was 
on each ude much low^r \ but the middle was much higher^ 
till they Were visiUe to thote that dwelt in the csountry^ for a 

£.*jt roaHy furlongs^ but ohi^y to such as lived ovftr against 
eiti, ana those that approached to thera. The temple bad 
doors alto at tbe totralic^y and lintels over them« of the same 
height with the teihple itselA They were adorned with em<- 
btfoiderisd rails^ with their flo#ers of purpie^ and pillars inteN 
Woven; andovbf tbesei but Under th6 crown work, waft spread 
out a golden vitle^ withits branches habgingdoWn (torn agreat 
beighty the lafgeness and fine workmaaship of whith was a sui^ 
^siog sight to the spectators^ to see what Vafet matefiils there 
w^e, and With wbbt great skill the workroanihip was dotia 
He flJso mtompasecd the entire temple with very laige doia- 
tertf cdBtriviiig them to be in a due proportion tberdto ; and 
b^ llud out l&tger sutns of money Upon them than hid been 
done before him^ till it seemed that no one else had so greatly 
adoHied the temple as he had done* There was a large wail 
to both the cloisters^ which wall was itself the moet prodigious 
work thai was ever heard of by man% The hill was a rocky 
ascent, that declined by dtgreeis towardu the eaM parte of the 
vitW till it came to an elevated leYeL This bill it wtii which 
Smomon, Who waft the first of our kings, by divib^ revelation 
enoompassed with a wall ; it was of Excellent workmanship 
tipwards^ and round the top bf it. He also built a Wall below^ 

^ * ISome bt our lAode^ itiidftnto fA nt^hiM^tnM hnire mhA& m vMtngt bl«tt>. 
i» hers^ When they imagine that Jes^hui afflnns the entiie ftnuidstions of 
the temple, or holy hooMt sunk down into the rocky moontaiA om which it 
iHood, no less than twenty cubitis, whereas he is dear that they were the 
iMidiitSonB of the ad^Utkiud twenty tmbito t>nly above tiie huiidnBd (ftisdb 
^hiip4 weak m. purpesB, and otif fat sbbw and gtBttdesr), that saak srAft 
do#B» «8 I>r. Hudson rightly understands hitt. Nor ife the thine itsatf jMift> 
tible in the other sense. Agrip]Mi*s pireparation for building the inner parts 
of the ietnple twenty ctibits highef- (Hiitofy of the tTar, B. V. i^. !. secu 5), 
i^vHty in all prdbkbility, refier to this maittel', since /osephus «ltys here, Hu* 
this which had fallen down was designed to be raised mp again Imder Nerc^ 
nnder whom Agrippa made that preparation. But what Josephus sayk we^ 
MUUy, that Soloftiofa wis the fiilit king of the Jews, appeiun by the )»awlel 
^lid% Antr^. B. fit. hh. is. sMU 7* "^oL iii. Snd cdier pkeea, t6 te MMat 
enly the firit of DaTid*s potfteHty, and the first bnilder of the ttsnple. 
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beguiniiig «t the bottcmn, which was- mcompfliBsed by a 4o«p- 
vaiiey; mad st the south tide he laid rocks together, end bound 
them one to anodier with lead, and included some of the inner 
parts, till it proceeded to a great height, and till both the 
largenesft of the square edifice and its altitude were immcnsei 
and till the Yastncas of the etones in the front were plainly ▼(- 
siUeoa the outside, yet so that the inward parts were fastened 
tofi^tiier with iron, and preserved the joints itninoveabie for 
ali futnre timet. When this work [for the foundation] was 
done in this manner, and joined together as part of the hill 
itself to the very top of it, he wrought it all into one outward 
sarfisee,. and filled up the hollow places which were about tbe 
wall, and made it a level on the externa) upper surface, and a 
smooth level also. This hill was walled all round, and in 
oMnpass four furloihgs, {the distance of] each angle contain- 
ing m length a furlong ; but within this wall, and on the very 
top of all, there ran another wall of stone also, having on the 
east Quarter a double cloister, of the same length with the 
wall ; in the midst of which was the temple itself. This oloi^ 
ter looked to tbe gates of the temple ; and it had l)een adorned 
by mimy kings in former times : and round about the entire 
temple were fixed the spoilt taken from barbarous nations ;' 
all these had been dedicated to the temple by Herod, with 
the addition of those he had taken from the Arabians. • 

4. Now on the north side [of tike temple] was built a dtadei, 
whose walls were square, and strong, and of extraordinavy 
firmness This citadel was built by the kings of the Asamo^ 
nean race, who were also high-priests before Herod, and they 
sailed it the Tower ; in which were reposited the vestments of 
tbe higb^priest, which the high-priest only pot on at the time 
when he was to offer sacrifice. These vestments king Herod 
kept in that place ; and after his death they were under the 
power of the Romans, until the time of Tiberius Cenar; 
under whose reign ViteUius, the president of Syria, when he 
onoe came to Jerusalem, and had been most magnifioentlj 
seoMved by the multitude, he had a mind to make them some 
requital for the kindness they bad riiowed him ; so, upon their 
petition to have those holy restments in their own power, he 
wrote about them to Tiberius Cae^sar, who granted his reqnest ; 
and this their power over the sacerdotal vestments continued 
with the Jews till the death of king Agrippa ; but after that, 
Cassius Loaginus, who was presidentof Syria, andCuqpkis 
Fadus, who was procurator of Judea, enjoined the Jews to 
reposit those vestments ia the tower of Antonia ; for that they 
ought to ha|re them ia their power, as they fermeriyhad. 
However, the Jews sent aonbassadors to Claudius Cswar, to 
intercede with him for diem; ^HpoQ iwhose coming, king 
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Agrippa^ jun. bdng then at Rome, aiked for and obtained 
the power over them from the emperor ; who gave wanmand 
to Vitellius, who was then commander in Sjria, to giTe it 
them aoeoidinffly. Before that time they were kepi under 
the seal of the high-priestandof the treasorera of the temple; 
which treasurers, the day before a festiral, went up to the 
Roman captain of the temple guards, and viewed their own 
seal, and received the vestments ; and again, when the fes- 
tival was over, they brought it to the same plaoe^ and showed 
the captain of the temple guards their seal, which corres- 
pondea with his seal, and reposited them there. And that 
these things were so, the afflictions that happened to us after- 
ward [about them] are sufficient evidence. But for the tower 
itself, when Herod the king of the Jews had fortified it more 
firmly than before, in order to secure and guard the temple^ 
he gratified Antonius, who was his friend, and the Roman 
ruler, and then gave it the name of the tower of Antonia. 

5. Now in the western quarters of the enclosure of the 
temple there were four gates ; the first led to the king's pai- 
lace, and went to a passage over the intermediate vallev ; two 
more led to the suburbs of the city ; and the last led to the 
other city, where the road descendCed down into the valley by 
a great number of steps, and thence up again by the ascent ; 
for the city lay over against the temple in the manner of a 
theatre, and was encompassed with a deep valley al<Hig the 
entire south quarter ; but the fourth front of the temple, which 
was southward, had indeed itself gates in its middle, as also 
it had the royal cloisters, with three walks which reached in 
length from the east valley unto that on the west, for it was 
impossible it should reach any farther ; and this cloister de- 
serves to be mentioned better than any other under the sun ; 
for while the valley was very deep, and its bottom could not 
be seen, if you looked from above into the depth, this farther 
vastly high elevation of the cloister stood uplon that height, 
insomuch, that if any one looked down from the top of the 
battlements, or down both those altitudes, he would be ^dy, 
while his sight could not reach to such an immense depth. 
This cloister had pillars that stood in four rows one over 
against the other all along, for the fourth row was interwoven 
into the wall, which [also was built of stone] ; and the thick- 
ness of each fnllar was such, that three men might, with their 
arms extended, fathom it round, and join their hands again, 
while its length was twenty-seven feet, with a double spiral at 
its basis ; and the number of all the pillars [in that court] waa 
an hundred and sixty-two. Their chapiters were made with 
sculptures after the Corinthian order, and caused an amase^ 
^inent [to tlie spectators], by reason of the grandeur of the 
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whole. Theee four rows of pillars included three intervals 
for walking in the middle of this clcnster ; two of whidi walks 
were made parallel to each other, and were contrived after the 
same manner : the breadth of each of them was thirty feet, 
the length was a furlong, and the height fifty feet ; but the 
breadth of the middle part of the cloister was one and an half 
of the breadth of the other, and the height was double, for it 
was much higher than those on each side ; but the roofs were 
adorned with deep sculptures in wood, representing many 
sorts of figures ; the middle was much higher than the rest ; 
and the wall of the front was adorned with beams, resting 
upon pillars that were interwoven into it ; and that front was 
all of polished stone, insomuch, that its fineness, to such as 
had not seen it, was incredible, and to such as had seen it, was 
greatly amazing. This was the first enclosure. In the midst 
of which, and not far from it, was the second, to be gone up 
to by a few steps ; this was encompassed by a stone wall for a 
partition, with an inscription, which forbade any foreigner to 
^ in under pain of death. Now this inner enclosure nad on 
Its southern and northern quarters three gates [equally] dis- 
tant from one another ; but on the east quarter, towards the 
sun-rising, there was one large gate, through which such as 
were pure came in, together with their wives ; but the temple 
farther inward in that gate was not allowed for the women ; 
but still more inward was there a third [court of the] temple, 
whcreinto it was not lawful for any but the priests alone to 
enter. The temple itself was within this ; and before that 
temple was the altar, upon which we ofier our sacrifices and 
burnt-offerings to God. Into none of these three did king 
Herod enter *, for he was forbidden, because he was not a 
priest. However, he took care of the cloisters and the outer 
enclosures ; and these he built in eight years. 

6. But the temple itself was built by the priests in a year 
and six months ; upon which all the people were full of loy ; 
and presently they returned thanks, in the first place to God, 
and in the next place for the alacrity the king had showed. 
They feasted, and celebrated this rebuilding of the temple : 
and for the king, he sacrificed three hundred oxen to God, as 
did the rest every one according to his ability ; the number of 
which sacrifices it is not possible to set down, for it cannot be 

* Into none of these three M king Herod enter^ i. e. 1. Not into the oourt of 
tha'priests ; 2. nor into the holy houM itself ; 3. nor into the leparate place 
helonging to the altar, as the words following imply ; for none but priests, or 
their attendants the Levites, might come into any of them. See Antiq. B. 
xTi. ch. ir. sect. 6, where Herod goes into the temple, and makes a speech in 
it to the people ; hut that ooold only be into the court of Israel, whither the 
people conld come to hear him. 
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tlni we ahottld ttuly relaite it ; for at the 0«nie liise with this 
odebrodon for the work about the temple fell also the day of 
the king's itiauguratioO) which he kept of an old cuaton a« a 
festival, and it now coincided with the other; which ooinci- 
detice oif them both made the festival most illustrious. 
. 7> There was also an occult passage built for the king; k 
led from Antonia to the inner temple, at its eastern gate ; 
ower which he also erected for himsedf a tower^ that be might 
have the opportunity of a subterraneous ascent to the tempJe» 
in order to guard against any sedition which might be made 
by the people against their kings. It is also reported *, that 
during the time that the temple was building, it did not rain 
in the dayi-time» but that the show^ s fell in the nightSt bo 
that the work was not hindered. And this our iatbers hare 
delivered to us ; nor is it iocredible, if any one have regard 
to the other manifestations of God. And thus was perform- 
ed the work of the rebuilding of the tem^dc. 
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CHAP. I. 

A Law of Herofe about Thieves. Salome mid PherwroM 
etsdummaHe Alesrander and Aristobnias upon ik^ return 
Jrom Jtonie^ Jbr vhom yet Herod provides Wivee. 

§ 1. xIls Xing Herod was very loealous in the admioistratkni 
of his entire governwienr, and desirous to put a stop to paiu 
ticular acts of injustioe which were done by crimiiials aboac 

* The tradition which Josephns here mentions, as delivered down from fiu 
tlien to their diildren, of this ^tarticnlar remarkable dreunrntsnee rdatiiif to 
the building of Herod*s temple, ig a demonstration that such its building was 
« known thing in Jiidea in his time. He was bom but 46 yeacs after it is 
relaited to have been finished, and might himself have seen and spoken with 
s<»ne of the builders themselves, and with a great number of those that had 
sttn it building. The doubt, therefore, about the truth of this history of tho 
pulUi^ down sod rebuildix^ this temple by Herod, which tome weak peofile 
haire in d nl gp e d, was not then much greater than it soon may be* whether or 
no our St. PauPs church in London was burnt down in the fire of liondon 
A. D. 1666, and rebuilt by Sir Christopher Wren a little afterward. 
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the tity aod countrf^ be dMde a law, no way like our origrnal 
law^ and wUch he enacted of himselF, to expose boute- 
breakers to be ejected out of his kingdom ; which punish- 
ment wae not only grievous to be borne by the ofrenders, but 
contained i» it a dissolution of the customs of our forefathers ; 
for this slavery to foreigners, and such as did not live after 
the manner of Jews, aM this necessity that they were under 
to do whatsoever such men should command, was an oflbnce 
against our religious settlement^ rather than a punishment 
to such as were found to have offended, such a punishment 
being avoided in our original laws ; for tliose laws ordain 
that the thief shall restore fourfold; and that if he have 
not so much, he shall be sold indeed, but not to foreigners, 
nor so that he be under perpetual slavery, for he must have 
been released after six years. But this law, thus enacted, in 
order to introduce a severe and illegal punishment, seemed to 
be a piece of insolence in Herod» when he did not act as a 
king, but as a tyrant; and thus contemptuously, and without 
any regard to ms subiects, did he venture to introduce such a 
punishment Now, this penalty, thus brought into practice* 
was like Herod'^s other actions, and became a part of bis ao- 
cUsation^ and an occasion of the hatred be lay under. 

^ NoW| at this time it waa, that he sailed to Italy, aa very 
desirous to meet with Ceecar, and to see his sons who lived at 
Rotne : and Caesar was not only very- obliging to bam in other 
respects, but delivered bim his sons again, that be miriit take 
them home with him, as having already completed them- 
aelvea in the sciences ; but as soon as the young men were 
come frcrai' Italy, the multitude were very desirous to ace 
them, and they oecame conspicuous among them all, as adorn- 
ed with great blessings of fortune, and naving the counte- 
nances of persons of royal dignity. So they soon appeared 
to be the objects of eavy to Salome, the kind's sister, and to 
such as bad raised calumnies against Manatnne ; for they 
were suspicious, that when these came to tbe govemmenc, 
they should be punished for the wickedness they had been 
guuty of against their mother ; so they made this very fear of 
theirs a motive to raise cahimnies against them alsa They 
gave it out that they were not pleased with their fiofaer^s com- 
pany, because he had put their mother to death, as if it were 
not agreeable to piety to appear to converse with their mo- 
ther's muitlerer. Mow, by carrying these stories, that had 
indeed a true foundation [in the fact], but were only built oti 
probabilities ; as to the present accusation, they were aUt to 
do them mischief; and to make Herod take away that kind- 
IKSB firom bis sons which be had before borne to them ; for 
they did hot Say these things to him openly, but scattered 



S80 ANTIQUITIES OF THI JEWS. BOOK XVI 

abroad luch words among the rest of the multitude : from 
which words, when carried to Herod, he was induced [at 
last] to hate them ; and which natural a£fection itself, even 
in length of time, was not able to overcome ; yet . was the 
king at that time in a condition to prefer the natural a£Rection 
of a father before all the suspicions and calumnies his sons 
lay under: so he respected them as he ought to do ; and mar- 
ried them to wives, now they were of an age suitable thereta 
To Aristobulus he save for a wife Bernioe, Salome^s daugh- 
ter ; and to Alexander, Glaphyra, the daughter of Archelaus 
king of Cappadocia. 
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CHAP. II. 

How Herod twice sailed to Jgrippa ; and how^ upon ike 
Complaint of the Jews in Ionian against the Greeksy 
Jgrippa confirmed the Laws of the Jews to them. 

SI. When Herod had dispatched these affairs, and he un^ 
erstood that Marcus Agrippa had sailed again out of Italy 
into Asia, he made haste to him, and besought him to oome 
to him into his kingdom ; and to partake of what he might 
justly expect from one that had been his guest, and was his 
friend. This request he greatly pressed ; and to it Agrippa 
agreed, and came into Judea : whereupon Herod omitted no- 
thing that might please him. He entertained him in his new- 
built cities, and showed him the edifices he had built ; and 
provided all sorts of the best and most costly dainties for him 
and his friends ; and that at Sebaste and Cesarea, about that 
port that be had built, and at the fortresses which he had 
erected at great expenses; Alexandrium, and Herodium, and 
Hyrcania. He also conducted him to the city of Jerus»* 
lem ; where all the people met him in their festival garments, 
and received him with acclamations. Agrippa also offeied 
an hetacomb of sacrifices to God ; and feasted the people 
without omitting any of the greatest dainties that could be 
gotten. He also took so much pleasure there, that he abode 
many days with them, and would willingly have staid longer, 
but that the season of the year made him make haste away ; 
for as winter was coming on, he thought it not safe to go to 
sea later ; and yet he was of necessity to return again to Ionia. 
^ So Agrippa went away, when Herod had bestowed on 
him, and on the principal of those that were with him, many 
presents : but King Herod, when he had passed the winter in 
nis own dominions, made haste to get to him again in the 
spring ; when he knew he designed to go to a oompugn at 
the Bosphorus. So when he had sailed by Rhodes and by 
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Cos, be touched at Lesbos, as thinkiDg be should have over- 
taken Agrippa there ; but he was taken short here by a north 
wind, whicn hindered his ship from going to the shore : so be 
continued many days at Chius ; and there he kindly treated 
a great many tnat came to him, and obliged them by giving 
them royal gifts. And when he saw that the portico of the 
city was fallen down i which, as it was overthrown in the Mi- 
thridaUc war, and was a very large and fine building, so was 
it not so easy to rebuild that as it was the rest ; yet did hefur- 
nish a sum not only large enough for that purpose, but what 
was more than sufficient to finish the building ; and ordered 
them not to overlook that portico, but to rebuild it quickly ; 
that so the city might recover its proper ornaments. And 
when the high winds were laid, he sailed to M itylene, and 
thence to Byzantium ; and when he heard that Agrippa was 
sailed beyond the Cyanean rocks, he made all the haste possi* 
ble to overtake him ; and came up with him about Sinope, 
in Pontus. He was seen sailing by the shipmen most unex- 
pectedly ; but appeared to their great joy : and many friend- 
ly salutations there were between them ; insomuch that 
Agrippa thought he hac^ received the greatest marks of the 
kinff^s kindness and humanity towards him possible ; since 
the King had come so long a voyage, and at a very proper sea- 
son for his assistance ; and had left the government of his 
own dominions, and thought it more worth his while to come 
to him. Accordingly Herod was all in all to Agrippa in the 
managemeut of the war ; and a great assistant in civil affairs, 
and in ffiving him counsel as to particular matters. He was 
also a pleasant companion for him wheh he relaxed himself, 
and It joint partaker with him in all things ; in troubles be- 
cause of his kindness, and in prosperity because of the respect 
Agrippa had for him. Now as soon as those affairs of Pon- 
tus were finished, for whose sake Agrippa was sent thither, 
they did not think fit to return by sea, but passed through 
Paphlagonia and Cappadocia; they then travelled thenoe 
over great Phrygia, and came to Ephesus ; and then they 
sailed from Ephesus to Samos. And indeed the king be- 
stowed a great many benefits on every city that he came to, 
according as they stood in need of them ; for as for those that 
wanted either money or kind treatment, he was not wanting 
to them ; but supplied the former himself out of his own ex- 
penses : he also became an intercessor with Agrippa for all 
such as sought after his favour ; and he brought things so 
about, that the petitioners failed in none of their suits to him ; 
Agrippa being himself of a good disposition, and of great 
generouty ; and ready to grant all such requests as might be 
advantageous to the petitioners, provided they were not to 
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the detriment of others. The inclinfttion of the king was 
of great weight also, and still excited Agrippa, who was him- 
self ready to do good ; for he made a reconciliation between 
the people of Ilium, at whom he was angry> and paid what 
money the people of Chius owed Csesar^s procurators, and 
discharged them of their tributes ; and helped all others ac- 
cording as their several necessities required. 

S. But now, when Agrippa and Herod were in Ionia, a 
ffreat multitude of Jews, who dwelt in their cities, came to 
diem, and laving hold of the opportunity and the liberty now 
given them, laid before them the injuries which they suffered ; 
while they were not permitted to use their own laws ; but 
were compelled to prosecute their law-suits, by the ill usage 
of tlie judges, upon their holy days ; and were deprived of 
the money they used to lay up at Jerusalem ; and were 
forced into the army, and upon such other offices as obliged 
them to spend their sacred money ; from which burdens they 
always used to be freed by the Romans, who had still per- 
mitted them to live according to their own laws. When this 
olamour was made, the king desired of Agrippa that he woald 
hear their cause, and assigned Nicolaus, one of his friends, 
to plead for those their privileges. Accordingly, when 
Agrippa had called the principal of the Romans, and such at 
the kings and rulers as were there, to be his assessors, Nico- 
laus stood up, and pleaded for the Jews, as follows : *' It is 
of necessity incumbent on such as are in distress to have re- 
course to those that have it in their power to free them from 
those injuries they lie under; and for those that now are 
complainants, they approach you with great assurance ; for 
as they have formerly often obtained your favour, so far as 
they have even wished to have it, they now only entreat that 
you who have been the donors, will take care that those £»- 
yours you have already granted them may not be taken away 
from them. We have received these favours from you,, who 
alone have power to grant them ; but have them taken from 
us by such as are no greater than ourselves, and by such as 
we know are as much subjects as we are : and certainly, if 
we have been vouchsafed great favours, it is to our commen- 
dation, who have obtained them, as having been found de- 
serving of such great favours ; and if those favours be but 
small ones, it would be barbarous for the donors not to con- 
firm them to us : and for those that are the hindrance of the 
Jews, and use them reproachfully, it is evident that they af- 
fk'ont both the receivers, while they will not allow those to be 
worthy men to whom their excellent rulers themselves have 
borne their testimony ; and the donors, while they desire those 
favours already granted may be abrogated. Now, if any one 
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should ask these Gentiles themselves, which of the two things 
they would choose to port with, thdr lives, or the customs 
of their forefathers ; their solemnities, their sacrifices, their 
festivals, which they celebrate in honour of those they sup- 
pose to be gods ? 1 know very well, that they would choose 
to suffer any thing whatsoever, rather than a dissolution of 
any of the customs of their forefathers ; for a great many of 
them have rather chosen to go to war on that account, as 
very solicitous not to transgress in those matters : and, indeed, 
we take an estimate of that happiness which all mankind do 
now enjoy by your means, from this very thing ; that we are 
allowed every one to worship as our own institutions require, 
and yet to live [in peace] : and although they would not be thus 
treated themselves, yet do they endeavour to compiel others to 
comply with them ; as if it were not as great an. instance of 
impiety, profanely to dissolve the religious solemnities of any 
others, as to be negligent in theobservation of their own toward 
their gods. And let us now consider the one of these practices: 
Is there any people, or city, or community of men, to whom 
your government and the Roman . power does not appear to 
be the greatest blessing ? Is there any one that can denre 
to make void the favours they have granted iP No one is oeiw 
tainly so mad ; for there are no men but such as have been 
partakers of their favours, both public and private ; and io- 
deed, those that take away what you have granted can have 
no assurance ; bnt every one of tneir own grants made them 
by you, may be taken from them also : whidi grants of youn 
can yet never be sufficiently valued ; for if they consider the 
old government under kings, together with your present go- 
vernment, besides the great number of benefits which wis 
government hath beetowed on them, in order to their happi- 
ness, this is instead of all the rest, that they appear to be no 
longer in a state of slavery, but of freedom. Now, the privi- 
leges we desire, even when we are in the best circumstances, are 
not such as deserve to be envied ; for we are indeed in a pros- 
perous state by your means, but this is only in common with 
others ; and it is no more than this which we desire, to pre- 
serve our religion without any prohibition ; which, as it af^ 
pears not in itself a privilege to be envied us, so it is for the 
advantage of those that grant it to us : for if the Divinity de- 
lights in being honoured, it must delight in those that pcrorit 
them to be honoured : and there arc none of our customs 
which are inhuman ; but all tending to piety, and devoted to 
the preservation of justice : nor do we conceal those injtmc- 
tions of ours, by which we gorem our lives ; they being me- 
morials of piety, and of a friendly conversation among men. 
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Aod the serenth daj ^ we set apart far labour ; it is dcdicaled 
to the leamiDg of our customsand laws ; we thioking it pio- 
per to reflect oo them, as wdl as on any [good] thing else, in 
order to our aroiding of on. If anj one, therabfe, examine 
into our obsenrances, he will find thej are good in themselves^ 
and that thej are ancient also, though some think other- 
wise ; insomuch, that those who hare received them cannot 
easilj be brought to depart from them, out <^ that honour 
they pay to the length of time they have religiously enjoyed 
them, and observed them. Now, our adversaries take these 
our privileges away in the way of injustice : they violently 
seiae upon that money of ours which is oflered to God, and 
called sacred money ; and this openly, after a sacrilegious 
manner : and they impose tributes upon us ; and bring us be- 
fore tribunals on noly days ; and then require other like debts 
of us : not because the contracts require it, and for their own 
advantage ; but because they would put an affront on our re- 
ligion, of which they are conscious as well as we ; and have 
indulged themselves in an unjust, and, to them, involuntary 
hatred. For your government over all is one tending to tM 
establishing of benevolence, and abolishing of ill-will among 
such as are disposed to it. This is therefore what we implore 
from the most excellent Agripna, that we may not be Ul treat- 
ed; that we may not be abused; that we may not be hindered 
from making use of our own customs ; nor be«despoiled of our 
goods ; nor be forced by these men to do what we ourselves 
force nobody to do ; for these privileges of ours are not only 
according to justice, but have formerly been granted us by 
you : and we are able to read to you many decrees of tlie 
senate, and the tables that contain them ; wnicb are still ex- 
tant in the Cajutol, concerning these things, which, it is evi- 
dent, were granted after you had experience of our fidelity 
towards you, which ought to be valued, though no such fide- 
delity had been ; for you have hitherto preserved what, people 
were in possession of, not to us only, but almost to all men ; 
and have added greater advantages than they could have h(^)ed 
for, and thereby your government is become a great advan- 
tage to them. And if any one were able to enumerate the 
prosperity you have conferred on every nation, which they pos- 
sess by your means, he could never put an end to bis dis- 
course ; but that we may demonstrate that we are not unwor- 
thy of all those advantages we have obtained» it will be 

• We may here observe tbe ancient practice of the Jew*,- of dedicatinf^^ 
Uie Sabbath-day, not to idleness, but to the learning their sacred rites and 
religious customs, and to the meditation on the law of Moses. The like^ 
to which we meet with elsewhere in Josephus also, against Appion,B. i. sect* 
23. 
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ftufficient for us to say nothing of other things but to speak 
freely of this king who now governs us, and is now one of 
thy assessors : and indeed in what instance of good-will, as to 
your house, hath he been deficient ? What mark of fidelity 
to it hath he omitted ? What token of honour hath he not 
devised ? What occasion for his assistance of you hath he not 
regarded at the very first? What hindereth, therefore, but 
that your kindnesses may be as numerous as his so great bene- 
fits to you have been P It may also, perhaps, be fit not here 
to pass over in silence the valour of his father Antipater, 
who, when Caesar made an expedition into Egypt, assisted 
him with two thousand armed men, and proved inferior to 
none, neither in the battles on land, nor in the management 
of the navy ; and what need I say any thing of how great 
weight those soldiers were at that juncture ? or how many, 
and how great presents they were vouchsafed by Ciesar ? 
And truly I ought before now to have mentioned the epistles 
which Caesar wrote to the senate ; and how Antipater bad 
honours, and the freedom of the city of Rome bestowed upon 
him ; for these are demonstrations both that we have received 
these favours by our own deserts, and do on that account peti* 
tion thee for thy confirmation of them, from whom we had 
reason to hope for them, though they had not been given us 
before, both out of regard to our king^s disposition towards 
YOU, and your disposition towards him. And farther, we 
have been informed by those Jews that were there, with what 
kindness thou came into our country, and how thou offered 
the most perfect sacrifices to God, and honoured him with 
remarkable vows, and how thou gave the people a feast, and 
accepted of their own hospitable presents to thee. We ought 
to esteem all these kind entertainments, made both .by our 
nation and our city, to a man who is the ruler and manager 
of so much of the public aflTuirs, as indications of that friend^ 
ship which thou hast returned to the Jewish nation, and 
which hath been procured them by the family of Herod. 
So we put thee in mind of these things in the presence of 
the king, now sitting by thee, and make, our request for no 
more but this, that what you have given us yourselves, you 
will not see taken away by others from us."" 

5. When Nicolaus had made this speech, there was no 
opposition made to it by the Greeks, for this was not an in- 
quiry made, as in a court of justice, but an intercession to 
prevent violence to be offered to the Jews any longer ; nor 
did the Greeks make any defence of themselves, or deny 
what it was supposed they had done. Their pretence was 
no more than this, that while the Jews inhabited in their 
eountry, they were entirely unjust to them [in not joining in 

VOL. II. c c 
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their worship]; but they demonstrated their generosity in 
that tfaoaji^ tiiey worshipped according to thar own itistitu- 
tions, they did nothing that ought to grieve them. So when 
Agrippa perceived that they had I>een oppressed by violence, 
he made this answer : ** That on account of Herod'tf jpod 
will and friendship, he was ready to grant the Jews whatsOi- 
ever they should ask him, and that their requests seemed to 
hhn in themselves iust ; and that if they requested any thing 
farther, he should not scruple to grant it them, provided 
they were no way to the detriment of the Roman govern- 
ment ; but that, while their request was no more than thm, 
that what privileges they had already given them might not 
be abrogated ; he confirmed this to them that they might 
continue in the observation of their own customs, without 
any one's offering them the least injury."^ And when he had 
said thus, he dissolved the assembly: upon which Herod 
stood up and saluted him, and gave him thanks for the kind 
disposition he showed to them. Agrippa also took this in a 
very obliging manner, and saluted him again, and embraced 
him in his arms ; after which he went away from Lesbos, but 
the king determined to sail from Samos to his own country ; 
and when he had taken his leave of Agrippa, he pursued nis 
voyage, and landed at Cesarea in a few days time, as having 
favourable winds ; from whence he went to Jerusalem, and 
they gathered all the people together to an assembly, not a 
few being there out of the country also. So he came to 
them, and gave them a particular accoiuit of all hisftjoumey, 
and of the affairs of all the Jews in Asia, how by his means 
they would live without injurious treatment for the time to 
come. He also told them of the entire good fortune he had 
met with, and how he had.adroinirtcred the government, and 
had not neglected any thing which was for their advantage; 
and as he was very joyful, he now remitted to them the 
fourth part of their taxes for the last year. Accordingly, 
they were so pleased with his favour and speech to them, 
that tlicy went their ways with great gladness, and wished 
the king all manner of happiness. 



CHAP. III. 

How great Disturbances aroite in HerodCs Family on hU 
preferring Antipater^ his eldest Son^ before the restf till 
Akxauder took that Injury very heinousb^, 

§ 1. But now the affairs in Herod's family were in more 
and more disorder, and became more severe upon him, by 
the hatred of Salome to the young men [Alexander and 
Aristobulus], which descended as it were by inheritanoe 
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[ffoul tbeir mother MariaAine] : Und as thb fuKv had Iui6- 
eeieckd againtt iheir mdiher, so slie phioeedtad to tiiiu degita 
€if madness add iasoleneef as to endsavdilr that ooob of her 
posterity might be left a live, who might have it in iMt 
power ib T^veuge her death. Tlie young men had alia 
somewhat of a bold and uneasy disposition towalrds thel)" 
« father, occasioned by the remembrahee of whdt their mothet 
had unjustly suffered, and by their own affeotatioh of domi** 
nion. The old grudge was alsn renewed ( and they <test nb- 
proaches od Salome and Plieroras, who requite<l the young 
men with malicious designs^ and actually laid treacherotib 
anarto fof them. Now, as for this hatrra^ it Was e<|ual on 
iMUh sides, but the mahner of exerting that hatred was dif. 
lerent ; for, as for the yoUng men, they were rash, refj^mch** 
ing abd affronting the others opehly, and were unexperienced 
enough to think it tlie most generous to dechire their mindb 
in timt undaunted mtoner ; but tiie other* did not take that 
metlH^di but made use of caluknniee after a subtile and k 
spiteful inanneri still .provoking th^ young men, and imagin«> 
ing thai their boldness might in time turn tb tlie bS^tg y'lc^ 
lence to their father ; for intenu^h ils th^** were tot asiuinicd 
of the pl*etended critites of their mdther, nor thbught she 
suffered justly, these sup^xised thkt m^bi at length exceed 
all t)ounds, and induce theiti to think they ought to be 
ajiTenged t>n thc^ir father, thoil^h it weiie by dispat&ing him 
with their <>wn hands. At length it camfe to this, that tlia 
Vhole city was full of th^se discourse.; and^ as is usiial in 
such contests, the unskilfulness cif the yoting med was pitied ) 
but the oontrivahce of Salome was ttio hml fbr tfaem, and 
^bat imputldions sh^ laid upon th^m aaikie tD tie l^lieved^ 
by me^ns 6f their own conduct, fbr they who werte so deeply 
adSedttd with the death of tlieir mother, that wliile they said 
both she afid themselves were in a miserable case« th^ v»« 
beoiently complsdned of her pitiable end, which i^eed 
iraly sUcli^ add aaid that they were themselves in a pit i 
oaie dto, because they Were forofed to live with those that 
had heed her murderers, and to be partakers with them. 

fL These disorders increase greatly, tod the king^s ah^ 
seaee abroad had affoktied a fit opportunity for that increase ; 
but lis soon as Hctod was tetumed^ And dad made the fore- 
onniti^ded spiecoh to tli^ multitude, Pheraras and Salome 
ht IeiH wobds immediately In if he were in ggekl danger, and 
as if the young men openly threatened tbat they wtNild not 
spire biro any longer, but revenge their mother's death tipoik 
htm. Shey ulso added another circutnstance, that their hopea 
infTe fixed on Arobefaus, tbe king of Cappadociaf^ that th^ 
ikMild iih «Uie t^his moaa^to eoitla to Csmt, MdaockM 
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their father. Upon bearing such things, Herod was imnie- 
diately disturbed; and indeed was the more astonished, be- 
cause the same things were related to him by some othen 
also. He then called to mind his former calamity, and con- 
sidered that the disorders in his family had hindered him 
from enjoying any comfort from those that were dearest to 
him, or from his wife whom he loved so well ; and suspect- 
ing that his future troubles would soon be heavier and greater 
than those that were passed, he was in great confusion of 
mind, for divine providence had in reality conferred upon 
him a great many outward advantages, for his happiness, 
even beyond his hopes, but the troubles he had at home 
were such as he never expected to have met with, and ren- 
dered him unfortunate ; nay, both sorts came upon him to 
such a degree as no one could imagine, and made it a doubt- 
ful question, whether, upon the comparison of both, he ought 
to have exchanged so great a success of outward good things 
for so great misfortunes at home, or whether he ought not 
to have chosen to avoid the calamities relating to his family, 
though he had, for a compensation, never been possessed of 
the admired grandeur of a kingdom. 

S. As he was thus disturbed and afflicted, in order to de- 
press these young men, he brought to court another of hu 
sons, that was born to him when he was a private man ; bis 
name was Antipater ; yet did he not then indulge him as he 
did afterwards, when he was quite overcome by him, and let 
him do every diing as he pleased, but rather with a design of 
depressing the insolence of the sons of M ariamne, and ma- 
na^ng this elevation of his son, that it might be for a warn* 
ing to them, for this bold behaviour of theirs [he thought] 
would not be so great, if they were once persuaded that the 
succession to the kingdom did not appertain to them alone, 
or must of necessity come to them. So he introduced Anti- 
pater as their antagonist, and imagined that he made a good 
provision for discouraging their pride, and that after this was 
done to the young men, there might be a proper season for 
expecting these to be of a better disposition ; but the event 
proved otherwise than he intended, for the young men thought 
oe. did them a very great injury; and as Antipater was a 
shrewd man, when he had once obtained this degree of free* 
dom, and began to expect greater things than he had before 
hoped for, he had but one single design in his head, and that 
was, to distress his brethren, and not at all to yield to them 
the pre-eminence, but to keep close to his father, who waa 
already alienated from them by the calumnies he had heard 
about them,, and ready to be wrought upon in any way his 
zeal against them should advise him to pursue, that he might: 
be continually more and more severe against them. Accord- 



CHAP. III. ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEM'& Mf 

iiigly all the reports that were spread abroad came from him,' 
whife he avoided himself the suspiciot) as if those discoveries 
proceeded from him ; but he rather chose to make use of 
those persons for his assistants that were unsuspected, and 
such as might be believed to speak truth by reason of the 
good will they bore to the king ; and indeed there were al- 
ready not a few who cultivated a friendship with Antipater, 
in hopes of gaining somewhat by him ; and these were the 
men who most of all persuaded Herod, liecause they ap- 
peared to speak thus out of their good will to him : and 
while these joint accusations, which, from various founda- 
tions, supported one another's veracity, the young men them- 
seves afforded farther occasions to Antipater also : for they 
were observed to shed tears often, on account of the injury 
that was offered them, and had their mother in their mouths; 
and among their friends they ventured to reproach their fa^ 
ther, as not acting justly by them: all which things were^ 
with an cvtl intention, reserved in memory by Antipater 

gain&t a proper opportunity ; and when they were told to 
erod, with aggravations, increased the disorders so much, 
that it brought a great tumult into the family ; for while the 
king was very angry at imputations that were laid upon the 
sons of Mariamne, and was desirous to humble them ; he still 
increased the honour that he had bestowed od Antipater, and 
was at last so overcome by his persuasions, that he brought 
his mother to court also. He also wrote frequently to Cseslur 
in favour of him, and more earnestly recommended him to 
his care particularly. And when Agrip])a was returning to 
Rome, after he had finished his ten years government in 
Asia *, Herod sailed from Judea i and when he met with 
him, he bad none with him but Antipater, whom he delivered 
to Agrippa, that he might take him along with him, together 
with many presents, that so he might become Caesar's friend, 
insomuch, that things already looked as if he had all his fa* 
theFs favour, and that the young men were already entirely 
rejected from any hopes of the kingdom. 

CHAP. IV. 

Howj during Antipaier^s Abode at Rome^ Herod broughi 
Alexander and Arietobultis before Cassary and accused 
them. Alexander's Defence of himself before Cassar^ and 
Reconciliation io his Father. 

§ 1. And now, what happened during Antipater^s absence 
augmented the honour to which he had been promoted, and 

* This Interral of ten yttn for the duration of Marcuii Agrlmi's gorem- 
mmit la Asia, teemt to be tme^ and egretnUa t» tbe fimmn Uttorjr* 8e« 
Usher*i Annals at A. M. 3302. 
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hto apparent eminence above hie brethren, for he hacl made 
a great figure in Rome, because Herod had sent recommen- 
dations of him to all his friends there : only he was grieved 
that he was not at home, nor had proper opportunities of 
perpetually calumniating his brethren ; and his chief fear 
was, lest his father should alter his mind, and entertain a 
more favourable opinion of the sons of Mariamne; and as 
he had this in his mind, he did not desist from his purpose, 
bift continually sent from Rome any such stories as he hoped 
might grieve and irritate his father against his brethren, un- 
der pretence, indeed, of a deep concern for his preservation ; 
but m truth, such as his malicious mind dictated, in-order to 
pprchase a greater hope of the succession, which yet was 
already great in itself: and thus he did, till he had excited 
such a degree of anger in Herod, that he was already be- 
come very ill disposed towards the young men ; but stil), 
while he delayed to exercise so violent a disgust against them, 
and that he might not either be too remiss or too rash, and so 
ofi^nd, he though it best to sail to Rome, and there accuse 
his sons before Caesar, and not indulge himself in any such 
crime) as might be heinous enough to be suspected of im- 
piety-; but as he was going up to Rome, it happened that he 
made such haste as to meet with Caesar at the city Aquilei ^: 
so when he came to the speech of Caesar, he asked for a 
time for hearing this great cause, wherein he thought him- 
self very miserable, and presented his sons there, and ac- 
cused them of their mad actions, and of their attempts 
against him : that *' they were enemies to him ; and by att 
the means they were able, did their endeavours to show their 
hatred to their own father, and would take away his life, and 
s# obtain his kingdom after the most barbarous manner ; 
that Ke had power from Caesar to dispose of it, not by nc?^ 
cessity^ but by choice, to him who shall exercise the c^reatest 
piety towards him, while these my sons are not so desirous 
of puling, as they are, upon a disappointment thereof, to ex- 
pose their own life, if so they may but deprive their fiither 
of his life, so wild and polluted is. their mind by time be- 
come, out of their hatred to him ; ih^ whereas he had a long 
tiipe borne thb his misfortune, he was now compelled to laj 
'H bfrfbre Qaesar, and to pollute Ws ears with such language, 
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tons* deferred till they came to Rome, as sect. 3. ai^ures us- ; and IV^ ^^ l^re 
particularly informed in the history of the War, B. i. ch. xxili. sect. 3, vol, 
ii), though what he here layii beloru^ distioctiy to Alexander, thfi^dtr bfOr 
tl^r, 1 mean his being brought to Rome, is here justly extended to both thfi 
bMthem, and that not only in our copies, but that in Zonaras aho: noT'li 
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vbtle be himself wants to know what severity they have ever 
suffered from him ? or what hardships he hath ever laid npoft 
them to make them complain of hiai? and how they cAd 
think it just tliat he should not be lord of that kingdom, 
which he in a long time, and with great dangers, had gained, 
and not allow him to keep it, and to dispose of it, to him who 
sliouid deserve best ? And this, with otiier advantages, he 
proposes as . a reward for the piety of such a one as will 
hereafter imitate the care he hath taken of it, and that such 
a one may gain so great a requital as that is: and that it is 
an impious thing for them to pretend to meddle with it be- 
forehand, for he who hath ever the kingdom in his view, at 
the same time he reckons up(m procuring the death of his 
father, because otherwise he cannot come at the govern* 
meat ; that as for himself, he had hitherto given them all 
that he was able, and what was agreeable to such as are sub* 
ject to the royal authority, and the sons of a king ; what 
ornaments they wanted, with servants and delicate fare, and 
had married them into the most illustrious families, the one 
[Aristobulus] to his sister^s daughter, but Alexander to the 
daughter of King Archelaus: and what was the. . greatest 
favour of all, when their crimes were so very bad, and be 
had authority to punish them, y^t had he not made use of 
it against them, but had brought them before Caesar, their 
common benefactor, and had not used the severity which 
either as a father who had been impiously abused, or as a 
king who had been assaulted treacherouslv, he mi^ht have 
done, he made them stand upon a level with him in judg* 
meat ; that, however, it was necessary that all this should 
not be passed over without punishment, nor himself live ia 
the greatest fears ; nay, that it was for their own advantage 
to see the light of the sun after what they had done, although 
they should escape ait this time, since they had. done the vilest 
things, and would certainly suffer the greatest pumshmenta 
that ever were known among mavkixid.'^ 

9« These were the accusations which Herod kid with 
giv m vehemency against his sons before Csrsar. Now, the 
ymuig aien, both while he was spedcii^, and chiefly at his 
concluding, wept, and were in confusion. Now, as to tbem*- 
sekesy they knew in their own conscience they were iiuio* 
cent ; but because they were accused by their father, thf 
were sensible, as the truth was, that it was hard for them !•• 
make their apology, since, though they were at liberty to 
sfjetk their minds u-eely as the occasion required, and ought 
mtir Jbrce and earnestness vefute the accusation^ yet it wasi 
not now deeeat so to do* There was therefore a difficulty^ 
\u9m they shoiHd be able lo speak ; and tearsi and atkngth it 
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deep groan followed, while they were afraid, that if they said 
nothing, they should seem to be in this difficulty from a oao- 
Bciousness of guilt, nor had they any defence ready, by rea- 
son of their youth, and the disorder they were under ; yet 
was not Cflesar unapprised, when he looked upon them in 
the confusion they were in, that their delay to make their de- 
fence did not arise from any consciousness of great enormi- 
ties, but from their unskilfulness and modesty. They were 
also commiserated by those that were there in particular, 
and they moved their father's affections in earnest till he had 
much ado to conceal them. 

3. But when they saw there was a kind disposition arisen 
both in him and in Csesar, and that every one of the rest did 
either shed tears, or at least did all grieve with them* the one 
of them, whose name was Alexander^ called to his father, and 
attempted to answer his accusation, and said, ^^ O father, the 
benevolence thou hast showed to us is evident, even in this 
Yery judicial procedure, for hadst thou had any pernicious 
intentions about us, thou hadst not produced us here before 
the common saviour of all, for it was in thy power, both as 
a king, and as a father, to punish the guilty ; but by thus 
bringing us to Rome, and making Caesar himself a witness 
to what is done, thou intimatest that thou intendest to save 
us, for po one that hath a design to slay a man will bring 
him to the temples, and to the altars ; yet are now circum- 
stances still worse, for we cannot endure to live ourselves 
any longer, if it be believed that we have injured such a fa- 
ther ; nay, perhaps it would be worse for us to live with this 
suspicion upon us, that we have injured him, than to die 
without such guilt : and if our open defence may be taken 
to be true, we shall be happy, both in pacifying thee, and in 
escaping the danger we are in ; but if this calumny so pre- 
vails, it is more than enough for us that we have seen the 
sun this day : which why should we see, if this suspicion be 
fixed upon us ? Now it is easy to say of young men, that 
they desire to reign ; and to say farther, that this evil pro- 
ceeds from the case of our unhappy mother. This is abun- 
dantly sufficient to produce ouc; present misfortune out of 
the former ; but consider well, whether such an accusation 
does not suit all such young men, and may not be said of 
them all promiscuously ! for nothing can hinder him that 
reigns, if he have children, and their mother be dead ; but 
the father may have a suspicion upon all his sons, as intend- 
ing some treachery to him : but a suspicion is not sufficient 
to prove such an impious practice. Now, let any man say, 
whether we have actually and insolently attempted any such 
thing, whereby actions otherwise incredible used to be made 
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credible ? Can any body prove that poison bath been pre> 
pared ? or prove a conspiracy of our equals, or the corrup- 
tion of servants, or letters written against thee ? Though in- 
deed there are none of those things but have sometimes been 
pretended by way of calumny, when thev were never done : 
for a royal family that is at variance with itself is a terrible 
thing ; and that which thou callest a reward of piety, often 
becomes, among very wicked men, such a foundation of hope, 
as makes them leave no sort of mischief untried : nor does any 
one lay any wicked practices to our charge ; but as to calum- 
nies by hearsay, how can he put an end to them, who will 
not hear what we have to say ? Have we talked with too 
great freedom P Yes, but not against thee, for that would be 
unjust, but against those that never conceal any thing that is 
spoken to them. Hath either of us lamented our mother ? 
Yes ; but not because she is dead, but because she was evil 
spoken of by those that had no reason so to do ? Are we de- 
sirous of that dominion which we know our father is possessed 
of ? For what reason can we do so ? If we already have roy- 
al honours, as we have, should not we labour in vain ? And 
if we have them not, yet are we not in hopes of them ? Or 
supposing that we had killed thee, could we expect to obtain 
tliy kingdom P while neither the earth would let us tread 
upon it, nor the sea let us sail upon it, after such an action as 
that : nay,'tlie religion of all your subjects, and the piety of 
the whole nation, would have prohibited parricides from as- 
suming the government, and from entering into that most 
holy temple which was built by thee *. But supposing we had 
made light of other dangers, can any murderer go off un- 
punished, while Csesar is alive P We are thy sons, and not so 
impious or so thoughtless as that comes to, though perhaps 
more unfortunate than is convenient for thee. But in case 
thou neither findest any causes of complaint, nor any trea- 
cherous designs, what sufficient evidence hast thou to make 
such a wickedness of ours credible ? Our mother is dead in- 
deed, but then what befell her might be an instruction to us 
to caution, and not an incitement to wickedness. We are 

* Since some prejudiced men hare indulged a wild suspicion, as we hare 
supposed already, Anttq. B. zv. ch. xi. sect. 7* that Joiiephu8*8 history of He- 
rod's rebuilding the temple is no better than a fable, it may not be amiss to 
take notice of this' occasional clause in the speech of Alexander before his fiu 
ther Herod, in his and his brother's vindication, which mentions the temple 
as known by ererv body to have been built by Herod. See John ii. 20. See 
also another speech of Herod's own to the young men that pulled down his 
golden eagle from the front of the temple, where he takes notice, ** How the 
building of the temple cost him a vast sum ; and that the Asamoneans, ia, 
those 125 years they held the government, were not able to perform so grttX 
• work, to the honour of God, as this was.** Antiq. B. zriL di. vL sect. S. 
voLiL 
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willing to make a larger apology for ourseivcs^ but actions 
nerer done do not admit of discourse : nay, we will oaake thia 
agreement with thee, and that before Cttsar, the lord of alU 
who is now a mediator between us, if thou, O father, can«t 
bring thyself, by the evidence of truth, to have a mind free 
from suspicion concerning us, let us live, though even thea 
we shall live in an unhappy way ; for to be accused of great 
acts of wickedness, though falsely, is a terrible thing : but if 
thou hast any fear remaining, continue thou on in thy pious 
life, we will give this reason for our own conduct, our life is 
aot so desirable to us as to desire to have it, if it tend to tbe 
barm of our father who gave it us." 

4. When Alexander had thus spoken, Cesar, who did not 
before liclievc so gross a calumny, was still more moved by 
h, and looked intently upon Herod, and perceived be was a 
Sttie confounded, the persons there present were under an 
anxiety about the young men, and the fame that was spread 
abroad made tbe king hated, for the very incredibility of the 
calumny,, and the commiseration which the flower of youtb» 
and beauty of body, which were in the young men, pleaded 
fop assistance, and the more so oit this account, that Alexan- 
der had made their defence with dexterity and prudence; nay,, 
tkey did not themselves any longer continue in their former 
countenance, which had been bedewed with tears, and cast 
downwards to the ground, but now there arose in them hope 
of the best : and the king himself appeared not to have Itad 
foundation enough to build such an accusation upon, he hav« 
ing no. real evidence wherewith to convict them. Indeed he 
wanted some apology for making the accusation ; but Caraar,, 
after some delay, said, that '^ although the young men were 
thoroughly innocent of that for which they were calumsiatedy 
yet had they been so far to blame, that they had not demeaneA 
themselves towards their father so as to prevent that suspi»^ 
eioo« which was spread aI>road concerning tbem/' He akc» 
aahorted Herod to lay all such suspicion aside, and to be pe^ 
cenc'iled to bis sons, for that it was not just to give any credit 
to such reports concerning his own. children ; and that thiai 
repentance on both sides might still heal those breaches that 
tiid happened between them, and might improve that their 
l^ood will to one another, whereby those on both aides es^ 
cttsing the rashness of their suspicions, m^ht resohre te beilr 
a greater degree of perfection towards each other than fhey 
liad before. After Caesar bad given them this admonition, he 
beckoned to the young men. When, therefore, they weredi^i. 
posed to fall down to make intercession to their fother, he 
took them up, and embraced them, as tbej were in tears, and 
^ took each of them distinctly in his arms, till not one of thoaa 
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that w^re present, whether freeman or slaTe, but was deeply 
affected with what they saw. 

5. Then did they return thanks' to Caesar, and went away 
together ; and with them went Antipater, with an hypocritical 

I)retence that he rejoiced at this reconciliation. And in the 
ast days they were with Caesar, Herod made him a present of 
three hundred talents, as he was then exhibiting shows and 
largesses to the people of Rome : and Caesar made him a 
present of half the revenue of the copper mines in Cyprus, 
and committed the care of the other half to him, and ho- 
noured him with other gifts and incomes ; and as to his own 
kingdom, he left it in his own power to appoint which of his 
sons he pleased for his successor, or to distribute it in parts 
to every one, that the dignity might thereby come to them alL 
And when Herod was disposed to make such a settlement 
immediately, Caesar said, ^^ He would not give him leave to 
deprive himself, while be was alive, of the power over his 
kingdom, or over his sons.^^ 

& After this Herod returned to Judea again ; but during 
hia absence, no small part of his dominions about TrachoD 
had revolted, whom yet the commanders be left there bad 
vanquished, and compelled to a submission agaia. Now, aa 
Herod was sailing with his sons, and was come over againsi 
Cilicia, to [the island] Eleusa, which hath now changed ita 
name for Sebaste, he met with Archelaus, king of Cappadc^ 
cia, who received him kindly, as rejoicing that he was recon- 
ciled to his sons, and that the accusation against Alexander, 
who had married his daughter, was at an end. They alsQ 
made one another such presents as it became kings to makek 
From thence Herod came to Judea and to the temple, where 
be made a speech to the people concerning what had beeo 
done in this his journey : ** He also discoursed to them about 
Caesar's kindness to him, and about as many of ibe particulars 
he had done, as he thought it for his advantage other people 
should be acquainted wiui. At last he turned hia speech to 
the admonition of his sons ; and exhorted those that lived at 
court, and the multitude, to cooicord : and informed ihem^ 
that his sons were to reign after him ; Antipater first,, and 
then Alexander, and Aristohulus, the sons of MiM^iamn^ ; but 
he desired that at present they should aU have regajrd tohm^ 
self, and esteem him king and lord of all, since he was not y^t 
hindered by old age, but was in that period of life when he 
must be the most skilful in governing ; and that he was not 
deficient in other arts of management tliat might enable bioL 
to govern the kingdom well, and to rule over his children 
al^o, H^ further told.t)M rulers und^i; him, and the aoldierir^ 
tlwit iaoMe th^ wo«id lacJ^r upoi^ hm idonc^ tbau; U&wwUl 
be led in a peaceable manner, and they would make one 



896 ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEW8. BOOK XVI. 

another happy .'** And when he had said thiB^ he dismisied 
the assembly. Which speech was acceptable to the greatest 
part of the audience, but not so to them all, for the conten- 
tion among his sons, and the hopes he had given them, occa- 
sioned thoughts and desires of innovations among them. 



CHAP. V. 

How Herod celebrated the Games that were to return every 
. Fifth Year^ upon the Buii4ififir ^/ Cesarea ; atid Juno he 
built and adorned many otiier Places ctfter a Magnificent 
Manner J and did nrany other Jettons gloriously. 

§ 1. About this time it was that Cesarea Sebaste, which he 
had built, was finished. The entire building being accom- 
plished in the tenth year, the solemnity of it fell into the 
twenty-eighth year of Herod's reign, and into the hundred 
and ninety-second olympiad : there was accordingly a great 
festival, and most sumptuous preparations made presently, 
in order to its dedication ; for he had appointed a contention 
in music, and games to be performed naked : he had also 
gotten ready a great number of those that fight single com- 
bats, and of beasts for the like purpose; horse races also, and 
the most chargeable of such sports and shows as used to be 
exhibited at Rome, and in other places. He consecrated 
this combat to Caesar, and ordered it to be celebrated every 
fifth year. He also sent all sorts of ornaments for it out of 
his own furniture, that it might want nothing to make it de- 
cent : nay, Julia, Caesar's wife, sent a great part of her most 
valuable furniture [from Rome], insomuch that he liad no 
want of any thing : the sum of them all was estimated at five 
hundred talents. Now, when a great multitude was come to 
that city, to see the shows, as well as the ambassadors whom 
other people sent on account of the benefits they had received 
[from Herod], he entertained them all in the public inns, and 
at public tables, and with perpetual feasts ; this solemnity 
having in the day time the diversions of the fights, and in the 
night time such merry meetings as cost vast sums of money, 
and publicly demonstrated the generosity of his soul, for in 
all his undertakings he wa^ ambitious to exhibit what ex- 
ceeded whatsoever had been done before of the same kind. 
And it is related, that Ca;sar and Agrippa often said, that 
" the dominions of Herod were too little for the greatness of 
his soul, for that he deserved to have both all the kingdom of 
Syria, and that of Egypt also." 

2. After this solemnity and these festivals were over, He- 
rod erected another city in the plain called Capharsaba,^ 
where he chose out a fit place, both fbr plenty of watet, and 
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goodness of soil, and proper for the production of what was 
there planted, where a river encompassed the city itself, and 
a grove of the best trees for magnitude was round about it : 
this he named Antipatris, from his father Antipater. He also 
built upon another spot of ground above Jericho, of the 
same name with his mother, a place of great security, and 
very pleasant for habitation, and called it Cypros. He also 
dedicated the finest monuments to his brother Phasaelus, on 
account of the great natural affection there had been between 
them, by erecting a tower in the city itself, not less than the 
tower of Pharos, which he named Phasaelus, which was at 
once a part of the strong defences of the city, and a memorial 
for him that was deceased, because it bare his name. He also 
built a city of the same name in the valley of Jericho, as you 
■go from it northward, whereby he rendered the neighbouring 
country more fruitful ; but the cultivation its inhabitants in- 
troduced ; and this also he called P/msaelis, 

S. But as for his other benefits, it'is impossible to reckon 
them up, those which he bestowed on cities, both in Syria 
and in Greece, and in all the places he came to in his voyages ; 
for he seems to have conferred, and that after a roost plen- 
tiful manner, what would minister to many necessities, and 
the building of public works, and gave them the money that 
was necessary to such works as wanted it, to support them 
upon the failure of their other revenues : but what was the 
greatest and most illustrious of all his works, he erected 
Apollo's temple at Rhodes, at his own expenses, and gave 
tbem a great number of talents of silver for the repair of 
ih^iT fleet. He also built the greatest part of the public edi- 
fices for the inhabitants of Nicopolis *, at Actium : and for 
the Antiochians, the inhabitants of the principal city of Syria, 
irhere a broad street cuts through the place lengthways, he 
built cloisters along it on both sides, and laid the open road 
with polished stone, and was of very great advantage to the 
inhabitants. And as to the Olympic games, which were in a 
very low condition, by reason of the failure of their revenues, 
be recovered their reputation, and appointed revenues for 
their maintenance, and made that solemn meeting more vene« 
nble, as to the sacrifices and other ornaments : and by rea- 
son of this vast liberality, he was generally declared, in their 
inscriptions, to be one of the perpetual managers of those 
games. 

* Dr. Hudson here gires ui the words of Suetonius oonoeming this Nioo* 
poUs, when Augustus rebuilt it : *' And ihat Ae memory of the victory at 
Actinm might he celebrated the more afterward, he built Nicopolis at Ac- 
thiar, and appointed public diows to be there exhibited every fifth year.'* In 
August. 9ML 18. 
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4. Now some th^re are who »tand amazed at the diversity 

of Herod^s nature and purposes ; fait when we bav<e respect to 

bis magnificence, and the benefits which be bestowed on all 

mankind, there is no possibility for even those that had the 

least respect for him, to deny, or not openly to confess, that 

he had a nature vastly beneficent ; but when any one. looks 

upon the punishments he inflicted, and the injuries he did, 

not only to his subjects, but to his nearest relations, and takes 

notice of his severe and unrelenting disposition there, he will 

be forced to allow^ that it was brutish, and a stranger to all 

humanity ; insomuch, that these men suppose his nature to be 

different, and sometimes at contradiction with itself; but I am 

myself of another opinion, and imagine that the occasion of 

both these sorts of actions was one and the same ; for being It 

man ambitious of honour, and quite overcome by that passion, 

be was induced to be magnificent, wherever there appeared 

any hopes of a future memorial, or of reputation at present; 

and as his expenses weVe beyond his^ abilities^ he was becte^- 

Cated to be harsh to his subjects, for the persons on whom he 

expended his money were so many, that they made hitti a tery 

bad procurer of it : and because he was conscious that he waa 

hated by those under him, for the injuries he did them, he 

thought it not an easy thing to amend his oflWncea, for ibIiC 

was inconvenient for his revenue ; he therefore strove on the 

other side to make their ili-will an occasion of his gains. As 

to his own court, therefore, if atiy one was not very obsequb- 

ons to him in his language, and would not confess hiAiself Co 

be his stave, or but seemed to think of any innovation in bis 

government, he was not able to contain himself, but prose^ 

cuted his very kindred and friends, and punished them aa if 

they were enemies ; and this wickedness he undertook oUt df 

a desire that he might be himself alone honoured. Now for 

this ny assertion about that passion of bis, we b4ve ihi 

greatest evidence, by what he did to honour Ctesdr and A^ 

grippa, and his other friends ; for with what honours he paid 

his respects to them who were his superiors, the same did he 

desire to be piid to bianself : and what he thought the moat 

excellent present he could make another, he discovered ab 

inclination to have the like presented to himself. But now tka 

Jewish nation is by their law a stranger to all sikch tbings^ 

and accustomed to prefer righteousness to glory ; for wbiob 

reason that nation was not agreeable to him, because it was 

out of their power to flatter the king''s ambition with statues, 

or temples^ or any other such performancea. And tbls^efbs 

to me lo have been at once the occasion of HdrOd"^ erttnes Al 

to his own courtiers and counsellors, and of bis benefactions 

as to foreigners and those that had no relation t^ 
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CHAP. VI. 

An Embassage of the Jews in Cyrene and Asia to C^sar^ 
concermng tlie Complaints t/iey had to make against the 
Greeks: with Copies of the Epistles which Ccesar and 
Agrlppa wrote to the Cities Jor them, 

§ 1. Now, the cities ill treated the Jews in Asia, and all those 
also of the same nation which lived in Libya, which joins to 
Cyrene, while the former kings had given them equal privi- 
leges with the other citizens ; but the Greeks affronted them 
at this time, and that so far as to take away their sacred 
money, and to do them mischief on other particular occasions. 
When, therefore, they were thus afflicted^ and found no end of 
their barbarous treatment they met with among the Greeks, 
they sent ambassadors to Caesar on those accounts ; who gave 
them the same privileges as they had before, and sent letters 
to the same purpose to the governors of the provinces, copies 
of which 1 subjoin here, as testimonialsof the ancient favour- 
able disposition the Roman emperors had towards us. 

S. '^ Caesar Augustus, high-priest, and tribune of the 
people, ordains thus : Since the nation of the Jews hath 
been found grateful to the Roman people, not only at this 
time, but in times past also, and chiefly Hyrcanus the high- 
priest, under my father * Caesar the emperor, it seemed good 
to me and my counsellors, according to the sentence and 
oath of the people of Rome, that the Jews have liberty to 
make use of their own customs, according to the law of their 
fathers, as they made use of them under Hyrcanus the high- 
priest of Almighty God ; and that their sacred money be not 
touched, but be sent to Jerusalem, and that it be committed 
to the care of the receivers at Jerusalem : and that they be 
not obliged to go before any judge on the Sabbath day, nor 
on the day of the pi*eparation7 to it, after the ninth hour: but 
if any one be caught stealing their holy books, or their sacred 
money, whether it be out of the synagogue, or public school, 
he shall be deemed a sacrilegious person, and his goods shall 
be brought Into the public treasury of the Romans. And I 
give order, that the testimonial which they have given me, on 
account of my regard to that piety which I exercise towards 
all mankind, and out of regard to Caius Marcus Censorious, 

* Aug^tiis here calls Julius Caesar hii faXker^ though by birth he was 
only his tmote, on account of his adoption by him. See the same, Antlq. B* 
uv. ch. xiv. sect. 4. 

f This is authentic evidence, that the Jews, in the days of Augustus, bfe>4 
gan to prepare for the celebrtttioA of the Sabtmth at the ninth hour on Fri- 
day, Ai tiM traditiim of the elders did, it seems, then require of them. 
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together with the present decree he proposed in that most 
eminent place which hath been consecrated to me by the 
community of Asia at Ancyra. And if any one transgress any 
' part of what is above decreed, he shall be severely punished.^ 
This was inscribed upon a pillar in the temple of Cassar. 

3. *' Caesar to Norbanus Flaccus, sendeth greeting : X>et 
those Jews, how many soever they be, who have been used, 
according to their ancient custom, to send their sacred money 
to Jerusalem, do the same freely." These were the decrees 
of Ca&sar. 

4. Agrippa also did himself write after the manner follow- 
ing, on behalf of the Jews : *' Agrippa, to the magistrates^ 
senate, and people of the Ephesians, sendeth greeting : I will, 
that the care and custody of the sacred money that is carried 
to the temple at Jerusalem be left to the Jews of Asia, to do 
with it according to their ancient custom ; and that such as 
steal that sacred money of the Jews, and fly to a sanctuary, 
shall be taken thence and delivered to the Jews, by the same 
law that sacrilegious persons arc taken hence. I have also 
written to Sylvanus the pretor, that no one compel the Jews 
to come before a judge on the Sabbath>day/^ 

5. *^ Marcus Agrippa, to the magistrates, senate, and peo- 
ple of Cyrene, sendeth greeting : The Jews of Cyrene have 
mterceded with me for tne performance of what Augustus 
sent orders about to Flavins, the then pretor of Libya, and to 
the other procurators of that province, that the sacred money 
may be sent to Jerusalem freely, as hath been their custom 
from their forefathers, they complaining that they are abused 
by certain informers, and under pretence of taxes which were 
not due, are hindered from sending them, which I command 
to be restored without any diminution or disturbance given to 
them : and if any of that sacred money in the cities be taken 
from their proper receivers, I farther enjoin, that the same be 
exactly returned to the Jews in that place." 

6. *^ Caius Norbanus Flaccus, proconsul, to the magistrates 
of the Sardinians, sendeth greeting: Caesar hath written to me, 
and commanded me not to forbid the Jews, how many so- 
ever they be, from assembling together according to thecustom 
of their forefathers, nor from sending their money to Jeru- 
salem : I have therefore written to you, that you may know 
that both Caesar and I would have you act accordingly." 

7. Nor did Julius Antonius the proconsul write otherwise : 
^^ To the magistrates, senate, and people of the Ephesians, 
sendeth greeting : As I was dispensing justice at Ephesus, on 
the ides of February, the Jews that dwelt in Asia demon* 
strated to me that Augustus and Agrippa had permitted them 
to use their own laws and customs, and to offer those their 
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first fruits which every one of them freely offers to the Deity 
on account of piety, and to carry them in a company toge- 
ther to Jerusalem without disturbance. They also petitioned 
me, that I would confirm what had been granted by Augustus 
and Affrippa, by my own sanction. I would therefore have 
you take notice, that according to the will of Augustus and 
Agrippa, I permit them to use and do according to the cus« 
toms of their forefathers without disturbance.^^ 

8. I have been obliged to set down these decrees, because 
the present history of our own acts will go generally among 
the Greeks ; and I have hereby demonstrated to them, that 
we have formerly been in great esteem, and have not been 
prohibited by those governors we were under, from keeping 
any of the laws of our forefathers ; nay, that we have been 
supported by them, while we followed our own religion, and 
the worship we paid to God : and I frequently make men- 
tion of these decrees, in order to reconcile other people to us» 
and to take away the causes of that hatred which unreasona* 
Ue men bear to us. As for our customs *, there is no nation 
which always makes use of the same, and in every city almost 
we meet with them different from one another ; but natural 
justice is most agreeable to the advantage of all men equally, 
both Greeks and barbariansi to which our laws have the greats 
^t regard, and thereby render us, if we abide in them after a 
pure manner, benevolent and Ariendly to all men : on which 
account we have reason to expect the fike return lirom others, 
and to inform them that they ought not to esteem difference of 
positive institutions a sufficient cause of alienation, but [jcun 
with us] in the pursuit of virtue and probity, for this beloogs 
to all men in common, and of itself alone b sufiident for the 
preservation of human life. I now return to the thread of 
my history. 



I 



CHAP. VII. 

f ypon Herois goUng dawn into DawFs Sepulchre^ the 
Sedition in hie Famih/ greatty increaeed. 

* ■ 

1. As for Herod, he had spent vast sums about the cities, 
^Jth without and within his own kingdom: and as he had 
before heard that Hyrcanus, who hadoeen king before him, 

* The remaining pen of tUe chmpter is e nnairkable one, as justly distin- 
gulshing natoral justice, religion, and morality, from positiTe institutions In 
all oountries, and evidently preferring tlie fortner before the latter ; as did 
the tme propheM of Ood alwap under the Old Testainent, and Christ and 
his Apostl« always under the New ; whenee our Josephus seems to hare been 
at this time nearer OhrisUanity than were the Scribes and Pharisees of his 
age, who, as we know from the New Testament, were entirely of ji different 
opinion and practice. 

VOL. II. D n 
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bad opened DaTid^s sepulchre, and taken ont of k three thoo^ 
sand talents of silver, and that there was a inach greater num^ 
ber left behind, and indeed enough to suffice d) bis wants, 
he had a great while an intention to make the attempt ; and 
at this time he opened the sepulchre by night and went into 
it, and endeavoured that it should not be at all known m the 
city, but took only his most faithful fnends with him. As- 
for any money, he found none, as Hyrcanus had done, but 
that furniture of gold, and those precious goods that were Ittd 
up there ; all which he took away. However, he had a great 
desire to make a more diligent search, and to go farther in^ 
even as far as the very bodies of David and Solomon ; where 
two of his guards were slain, by a flame that burst out upon 
those that went in, as the report was. So he was terribly 
affnghted, and went out, and built a propitiatory monument 
of thit fright he had beeq in, and this of white sione^ at the 
mouth of the sepulchre, and that at a great expense also. 
And even Nicolaus ^ his historioCTapher makes mention of 
this monument built by Herod, though he does not m^olmm 
his going down into the sepulchre, as knowing that alftiott to 
be of ill repute ; and many other things he treats of in the 
same manner in his book ; for he wrote in Herod's liferimey 
and under his reign, and so as to please him, and as a s erv a lii 
to him, touching upon nothing but what tended to his gliMPj, 
and openly excusing manj of his notorious crimes, and very 
diligently concealing them. And as he was denrous to put 
handsome colours on the death of Muriarane and ber sons, 
which were barbarous actions in the king, be tells ftdsehoedi 
about the incontinence of Mariamne, and the treacherous 
desiffns of his sons upon him ; and thus he proceeded i» Ihs 
whole work, making a pompous encomium upon what iost 
actions he had done, but earnestly apologizing for hie mjost 
ones. Indeed a man, as I said, may have a great deal to say 
by way of excuse for Nicolaus ; for he did not so properly 
write this as a history for others, as somewhat that mignt be 
subservient to the king himself. As for oursel^^s, who oooie 
of a family nearly alU^ to the Asamoneao kings, and on that 
account having an honourable place, which is me priesthood, 
we think it indecent to say any thing that is false aoout them, 
and accordingly we haye described their actions After an ua- 

* It is here wonh our obMmuion, how eamSol JoMphut WM m td the 
discovery of truth in Hero4*s history, since he would not follow NieolaiM «f 
Damascus himself, so great aa historian, where there was grwit leesaDL to<ii»> 
pect he flattered Herod ; whieh impartiality in history Josephui h«re solnaD^ 
ly professes, and of whidi impartiality he has givevL mora demonatratidBS 
Uian almost any other historian whomsoever. But aS .to Herod^s taking groiS 
wealth out of David*s sepulchre, though I canoon^rpve it, y«t dtt I Atroai^ 
sAspect it from this very history. 
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blemished and upright maoner. And although wareveronee 
maiy of Herod^B posterity, who still reign, yet do we pay m 
greater regard to truth than to them, and this though it soiae* 
tiBies happens that we incur their displeasure by so doing. 

S. And indeed Herod's troubles in his family seemed to be 
augmented, by reason of this attempt he made upod David's 
sepulchre, whether divine vengeance increased the calaauties 
he lay under, in order to render them incurable, or whether 
fortune made an assault upon him, in those cases, wbenein the 
flsasonableness of the cause made it strongly believed that the 
calamities came upon him for his impiety ; for the tumult waa 
like a civil war in his palaee, and their hatred' towards one 
another was like that where each one strove to exceed one 
another in calumnies; However, Antipater uaed stratagems 
perpetually affunst his brethren, and that very cunni^y : 
while abroad ne loaded them with accusations, but still took 
upon himr frequently to apologize for them, that this apparent 
benevolence to them m^ht make him be believed, and forward 
his attempts against then, by which means be, after various 
manners, cireumvenfed bia father, who believed that all he did 
waa for his preservation. Herod also recommended Ptolemy* 
who was a great direotor of tbe affairs of his kingdom, ta Aa* 
tipater, and consulted with his mother about the public affirirs 
also. And indeed these were all in ally and did what they 
fdeased, and made the king angry agaihst any other persons,, 
as they thought it might be to their owo advantage ; nut still 
the sons of Mariamtic were in a worse and worse oonditionr 
pei*petually, and while they were thmstoiti,, and set ina mose 
dishonourable rank, who yet by birth were the most aobky 
fb^y oould not bear the dlshoaoiir. And for the wonto, 
OUphyra, Alexander's wife, the daughter of Archefauis, hated 
Salome, both because of her love to her hiusband, and because 
Glaphyra seemed to "^behave herself somewhat insolently to^ 
w4rdB Salome's daughter* whosiras tbe wifie of Aristobulust 
which equality of hers to herself Glaphyra took very impa* 
Mentiy. 

8. Now, beaides this second oonteBtion that had fallen 
aiOong them, neither did the king's brother.PherorBa keep 
himself cnit of trouble, but had a particular foundados for 
^mpynwi and hatred ; for he was jofecvome with tbe charms 
ef m wifett to such a degree of madiM0ii,. that he despised the 
king's daughter, lo whom be had been betrodwd, and wholly 
beat his mind to the other, who had been buta servant. Heiod 
$liso Waa grieved by the disbcnour that was done him, beosvsa 
he had bestowed many favours upon hinu and had advanced 
hiaik to that height of power thai be was almost a partner with 
him i* the kia^loin^ a^i^wlhaDha haKi<not madchsm a due 
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retura for his favours, and esteemed himself unhappy on that 
account. So upon Pheroras^s unworthy refusal, he gave the 
damsel to Phasaeius^s son ; but after some time, when he 
thought the Keat of his brother^s affections was over, he 
blamed him for his former conduct, and desired him to take 
his second daughter, whose name was Cypros. Ptolemy also 
advised him to leave ofF affronting his brother, and to forsake 
her whom he had loved, for that it was a base thing to be so 
enamoured of a servant as to deprive himself of the king's 
goodwill to him, and become an occasion of his trouble, and 
make himself hated by him. Pheroras knew that this advice 
would be for his own advantage, particularly because he had 
been accused before, and forgiven ; so he put his wife away, 
although he already had a son by her, and engageil to the king 
that he would take his second daughter, and agreed that the 
tliirtielh day after should be the day of marriage ; and sware 
he would have no farther conversation with her whom he had 
put away ; but when the thirty days were over, he was snch 
a slave to his afl^ections, that he no longer performed any thing 
he had promised, but continued still with his former wife. 
This occasioned Herod to grieve openly, and made him angry, 
while the king dropped one word or other against Pheroras 
perpetually ; and many made the king^s anger an opportunity 
for raising calumnies against him. Nor had the king any 
longer a single quiet day or hour, but occasions of one fresh 
qiiarrel or another arose among his relations, and those that 
were dearest to him ; for Salome was of a harsh temper, and 
ill naturcd to Mariamne^s son& ; nor would she suffer her 
own daughter, who was the wife of Aristobulus, one of those 
young men, to bear a goodwill to her husband, but persuaded 
her to tell her, if he said any thing to her in private ; and when 
any misunderstanding happened, as is common, she raised a 
great many suspicions out of it ; by which means she learned 
all their concerns, and made the damsel ill natured to the 
young man. And in order to gratify her mother, she often 
said, that the young men used to mention Mariamne when 
they were bj themselves ; and that they hated their father, and 
were continually threatening, that if they had once got the 
kingdom, they would make Herod's sons by his other wives 
country schoolmasters, for that the present educaition which 
was given them, and their diligence in learning, fitted them 
for such an employment. And as for the women, whenever 
they saw them adorned with their mother^s clothes, they threat- 
ened that, instead of their present gaudy apparel, they should 
be clothed in sackcloth, and confined so closely tnat they 
should not sec the light of tlie sun. '^'hese stories were pre- 
sently carried by Salome to the kiiig» who was troubled to 
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hear them* and endeavoured to make up matters : but these 
suspicions afflicted him, and i)ecoming more and more unefisy, 
he believed every body against every body. However, upon 
his rebuking bis sons, and hearing the defence they made for 
themselves, he was easier for a while, though a little after- 
wards much worse accidents came upon him. 

4. For Pheroras came to Alexander, the husband of Gla* 
phyra, who was the daughterof Archelaus, as we have already 
told you, and said, that be had heard from Salome, thatHerod 
was enamoured of Glaphyra, and that his passion for her was 
incurable. When Alexander heard that, he was all on fire, 
from his youth and jealousy ; and he interpreted the instances 
of Herod's obliging behaviour to her, which were very fre- 
quent, for the worse, which came from those suspicions be 
had on account of that word which fell from Pheroras ; nor 
could he conceal his grief at the thing, but informed him what 
words t^heroras had said. Upon which Herod was in a greater 
disorder than ever ; and not bearing such a false caiutnny, 
which was to his shame, was much disturbed at it : and often 
did be lament the wickedness of his domestics, and how good 
he had been to them, and how ill requitals they had made him. 
So he sent for Pheroras, and reproached him, and said, *^Thou 
vilest of all men ! art thou come to that unmeasurable ato^d ex- 
travagant degree of ingratitude, as not only to suppose such 
things of me, but to speak of them ? I now indeed perceive 
what thy intentions are : it is not tby only aim to reproach 
me, when thou usest such words to my son, but thereby to 
persuade him to plot against me, and get me destroyed by 
poison. And who is there, if he had not a good genius at 
bis elbow, as hath my son, but would not bear such a sus- 
picion of his father, but would revenge himself upon bim ? 
Dost thou suppose that thou hast only dropped a word for 
him to think of, and not rather hast put a sword into his hand 
to slay his father? And what dost thou mean, when thou 
really hatest both him and his brother, to pretend kindness to 
tliem, only in order to raise a reproach against me, and talk of 
such things as no one but such an impious wretch as thpuoit 
could either devise in their mind, or declare in their words. 
Be gone, thou that art such a plague to thy benefactor and 
thy brother ; and may that evil conscience of thine go along 
with thee ; while I still overcome my relations by kmdness, 
and am so far from avenging myself^ them, as they deserve 
that I bestow greater benefits upon them than . they are 
worthy of." 

5. Thtis did the king speak. Whereupon Pheror4a, who 
was caught in the very act of his villany, said, that << it was • 
Salome who- was the framer (tf this plot, and that th? wcjrcls 
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came from her.^ But ss soon as she faeundl that, for she vm 
at hjtmdf she cried oat, like one that would be beliefved, that 
no aAch tfaing ever came oat of her BKmth : that tbej Ji ear<« 
iNSStly endeavoured to make the kti^ hate her, and to make 
her away, because of the eood will she bore to Hemd, and 
because she was always foreseeing the dangers that wcf« 
ooimng upon him, and riiat at present there were more plots 
ajMunst him than usual ; for while rise was the only person 
Woo persuaded her brother to pat awiay the wife he now had, 
and to take the king^s daughter, it was no wonder if she wen 
bated by him. As she said this, and often tore her hair, and 
offlen beat her breast, her countenance made her denial to be 
believed, but the pefverseness of her manners declared at tha 
same lime her dismmulation in these proceedings : but Phe* 
roras was caught between thctn, and bad nothing plausibleto 
offer in his own defence, while be confcssod that be had said 
what was c^rged upon him, but was not believed when he 
said he had heard it from Salome : so the confusion amsng 
them wte increased, and ihea quarrelsome worda one la 
another. At last the king, out of his hatred to his brother 
and Af/kSTs sent them botn away ; and when he had oom* 
Inend^ the modemtkn of his aon, and that he had himself 
t6hi him ojf the repott, he went in the evening to refresh hitth- 
self. After soch a contest as this had fidlea ont among dien^ 
SaIome*s reputation suflered greatly, since she was supposed 
to have fireit raised the calumny ; and the king's wives were 
grieved at her, as knowing she wns a very tli natured woman, 
and would sometimes be a friend, and sometimes an cneniy 
at diffin^nt seasons : so they perpetually said one thing or 
another against her, and somewhat that now fell out made 
ibem the Solder in speaking against her. 

6. There was one Obodas, kjpg of Arabia, an inactive and 
•slothfill man in his nature ; but Sylleus managed most of his 
aflhirs for him . He was a shrewd man, akhoogh he were but 
young, and was handsome withal. This Sylleus, upon soase 
^occasion coming to Herod, aad supping with him, saw Sa- 
lome, and set his heart upon her •; aiMl understanding that riw 
waa a widow, he discoursed with her. Now becauK Salome 
<was at this time less in favour with her brother, she loobid 
tipon Svllens with some passion, and was very earnest lo be 
manned to him ; and on the days foDowSng there nppeaned 
many, and those very great indications of their jgiacrt M u t 
together. Now the woman carried this news to the lung, and 
laughed at the indecency of it ; whereupon Herod inqwired 
sibout it farther of Pheroras, and desired him to observe them 
at supper, how their behaviour was one toward another ; who 
teddhim, that by the signals which came firdm their heads and 
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tbeir eyes, they both were evidently in love. After this Svlleus 
the AmbiaD) being suqpeeted, went away, but cmne again two 
or three months afterwards, as it were on that very design, 
and spake to Herod about it, and desired that Salome might 
be given him to wife ; for that his affinity might not be disad- 
vwDtageous to hisBffairs, by an union with Arabiai the govern- 
ment of which country was already in effect under his power, 
and more evidently would be his hereafter* Acooraingly, 
when Herod discoursed with his sister about it, and asked her 
whether abe were disposed to this match ? she immediately 
iq^reed to it. But when Sylleus was desired to oome over to 
the Jewish rdigion, and then he should marry her, and that 
it was impossible to do it on any other teraui, he would not 
hear that proposal, and went his way : for he said, that if he< 
should do so, he should be stoned bv the Arabs. Then did 
Pheroras reproach Salome for her incontinency, as did the 
women much more ; and s«d that Sylleus had debauched her. 
Aa for that damsel, which the king had betrothed po his bro- 
ther Pheroras, but he had not taken her, as I have before re- 
lated, because he was enamoured of his former wife, Salome 
desired of Herod she might be ^ven to her son b^ Coito- 
banis ; which match he was very willing to, but was dissuaded 
finom it by Pheroras, who pleaded, that this young bma would 
not be kind to bet*, since his father had been slain by faidi, and 
that it woB more jusit that his son, who was to be his successor 
in the tetrarchy, should have her: so he begged his pardon^ 
and persuaded him to do so. Aooordingly, u^ damsel, upon 
this change of her espousals, was disposed of to this young 
man, the son of Pheroras^ the king giring for her portion^ a 
hundred talents. 

CHAP. VIII. 

How Send took up Alexander , and bound hka ; ari&ent vet 



I 



ArchdatUi King tf Cqppadocia, reconcUfd to Us Fathfr 
Herod again. 

1. BcT sUll the affairs of Heiod'a fsaiily weve ao bettor, 
ut perpetually aore troublesome. Now, tins accident hap> 
pened, which arose from no decent oocasion, but proceeded 
so far aa to hring ffreai difficulties upon him. Tnoa were 
certain eunuchs which the king had, .and on account of their 
beauty was very fond of them ; and the care of bringing him 
drink was entrusted to one of them ; of bringing him his sup* 
per to another; and of putting him to bed to the third; wbo 
alH> managed the principal aiairs of the govemincot : and 
there was one told the lung that these eunuchs were corrupt- 
ed hy Alexander the king^s son, with great sums of money : 
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and when they were asked whether Alexander had criminal 
conTersation with tliemP they confessed it, but sud they 
knew of no farther mischief of his against his father ; but 
when they were more severely tortured, and were in the ut- 
most extremity, and the tormentors, out of compliance with 
Antipater, stretched the rack to the very Utmost, they said 
that Alexander bare great ill-will and innate hatred to his fa- 
ther ; and that he told them, that Herod despaired to live 
much longer ; and that, in order to cover his great age, he 
coloured nis hair black, and endeavoured to conceal what 
would discover how old he was ; but that if he would apply 
himself to him, when he should attain the kingdom, whicn, in 
spite of his father, could come to no one else, he should 
quickly have the first place in that kingdom under him ; for 
that he was now ready to take the kingdom, not only as his 
birthright, but by the preparations he had made for obtaining 
it; beoiuse a great many of the rtilers, and a great many of 
his friends, were of his side ; and those no ill men neitner, 
ready both to do and to suffer whatsoever should come on 
that account 

S. When Herod heard this confession, he was all over an- 
ger and fear ; some jparts seeming to him reproachful, and 
>8ome made him suspicious of dangers that attended him; in. 
somuch, that on both accounts he was provoked, and bitterly 
afraid lest some more heavy plot was laid against him than 
he should be then able to escape from ; whereupon he did 
not now make an open search, but sent about spies to watch 
such as he suspected ; for he was now overrun with suspicion 
and hatred against all about him; and indulging abundance of 
those suspicions, in order to his preservation, he continued 
to suspect those that were guiltless: nor did he set any 
bounds to himself, but supposing that those who staid with 
him had the most power to nurt him, they were to him very 
frightful^; and for those that did not use to come to him, it 
seemed enough to name them [to make them suspected], and 
he thought himself safer when they were destroyed : and at 
last his domestics were come to that pass, that being no way 
secure of escaping themselves, they fell to accusing one ano- 
ther, and imagining that he who first accused another, was 
most likely to save himself; yet, when any had overthrown 
others, they were hated, and they were thought to suffer justly, 
who unjustly accused others, and they only thereby prevented 
their own accusation ; nay, they now executed tbeir own 
private enmities by these means, and when they were caught, 
they were punished in the same way. Thus these men con- 
trived to make use of this opportunity as an instrument and 
a snare against their enemies ; yet when they tried it, were 
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themselves caught also in the same snare whieh they laid for 
others : and the king soon repented of what he had done, be- 
cause he had no clear evidence of the guilt of those whom he 
had slun; and yet what was still more severe in him, he did 
not make use of his repentance, in order to leave off doing the 
like again, but in order to inflict the same punishment upon 
their accusers. 

S. And in this state of disorder weie the affairs of the pa- 
lace; and he had already told many* of his friends directly 
that they ought not to appear before him, nor come into the 
palace ; and the reason of this injunction was, that [when 
they were there"] he had less freedom of acting, or a greater 
restraint on himself on their account : for at this time it was 
that he expelled Andromachus and Gemellus ; men who had 
of old been his friends, and been very useful to him in the 
affairs of his kingdom ; and been of advantage to his 
family, by their embassages and counsels ; and had been tutors 
to his sons ; and had in a manner the first degree of freedom 
with him. He expelled Andromachus because his son De- 
metrius was a companion to Alexander ; and Gemellus, be- 
cause he knew that he wished him well ; which arose from 
his having been with him in his youth, when he was at school, 
and absent at Rome. These he expelled out of his palace, 
and was willing enough to have done worse by them ; but that 
he might not seem to take such liberty against men of so g^at 
reputation, he contented himself with depriving them of their 
dignity, and of their power to hinder his wicked proceedings. 

4. Now it was Antipater, who was the cause of all this ; 
who when he knew what a mad and licentious way of acting 
his father was in, and had been a great while one of his coun- 
sellors, he hurried him on, and then thought he should brinff 
him to do somewhat to purpose, when every one that could 
oppose him was taken away. When therefore Andromachus 
md his friends were driven away, and had no discourse nor 
freedom with the king any longer, the king, in the first place, 
examined by torture all whom he thought to be faithful to 
Alexander, whether they knew of any of his attempts against 
him ; but these died without having any thing to say to that 
matter ; which made the king more zealous [after discoveries], 
when he could not find out what evil proceedings he suspected 
them of. As for Antipater, he was very sagacious to raise a 
calumny against those that were really innocent, as if their 
denial was only their constancy and fidelity [to Alexander], 
and thereupon provoked Herod to discover by the torture 
of great numbers, what attempts were still concealed. Now 
there was a certain person among the many that were tor- 
tured, who said, that lie knew that the yoimg man had often 
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fttid, ibat when he wfts oommeaded as a tidl man in tiit body* 
and a skilful marksman, and that in his ocher oonaaendable 
exercises he exceeded all men, these qualifioaiions given him 
by nature, though good in themselves, were not advantageous 
to him, because his father was griered at them, and envied 
bun for them ; asud that when he walked along with his father* 
he endeavoured to depress and shorten himself, that be might 
not appear too tall ; fnd that when he shot at any thing as 
he was hunting, when his father was by, he missed bis mark 
on purpose ; for he knew how ambitious bis father wns dT 
b^g superior in such exercises. So when the man was tor- 
mented about this saying, and had ease given his body after 
it» be added, that he had his brother Aristobulus for his assis- 
tance ; and contrived to lie in wait for their Cather, as they 
were hunting, and kill him : and when they had done so, to 
fly to Bome, and desipe to have the kiiKgdom givien tbem. 
Tlierc were also letters of the young man found, wiittm to 
his brother ; wherein he comfilained that hb father did not 
ad justly in giving JUitipater a txnintry, whose [jearly] reve* 
mies amounted to two h.undred talents. Upon these coo- 
fieamns, Henod presently thought he had somewhat to depend 
pttf in his own opinion as to his suspicion about his sons t so 
be took up Alexander and bound him ; yet did he still 4X)n- 
tinoe to be uneasy ; and was not a&ute satisfied of the truth 
of what he bad heard ; and when he came to recollect biwH 
self, he found that they had only made juvenile coroipkiois 
and contentioBs ; and that it was an incredible ibiog, that 
when his son should have slain him he should openly go to 
Some [to beg the kingdom] ; so he was desirous Ao have 
some surer mark of his son's wickedness ; and was very sa&. 
eitous about it, that he might not appear to have condemned 
Um to be put in i»ison too rashly : so be toitunsd the pan* 
cipal of Alexander's friends, and put not a few of them to 
death ; without getting any -of the thiogs out of them which 
be suspected. Aad while Herod "was very busy about this 
Hiatterv and the palace was fuU of terror and trouble, one of 
the younger sort, when he was in tlie utmost agony^ omiaaBd 
that Alexand^ had sent to his fine«ids;at Sorne^ and desiiBd 
that he mi^t be f uickly invited thitbcr by Csetar;; and (dut 
' he <Qouki discover a plot against him ; that IMjthiidates A^ 
kukf of Panthia^ was joiwd in friendship with his fadmr 
^gauist the fiomans ; and that he bad a poasonous .pdMO 
ready prepared at Askelon. 

£• To these accusations Herod gavie credit ; aiMl m^oyed 
herdby, in his miserable case, some sort of jootttolation in «x« 
cuse of his rashness, as flattenag himself with findia^ things 
in 80 bdd a condition : bttt^ti^^ ifae fioiaonQUs (Kitioii ' 
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be laboured to find, he could find none. As for Alexander, 
he was very desiroas to aggravate the vast imsfortunes he was 
under ; m> he pretended not to deny the accusations, but 

Eniflbed the rashness of his fiEither with a greater crime of 
; own ; and perhaps he was wiltiBg to make his father 
ashamed of his easy belief of such calumnies : he aimed es-^- 
pecially* if he could gain belief to his story, to plague him 
and his whole kingdom ; for he wrote four letters and sent 
them to him, that *< he did not need to torture any more per* 
eons, for he had plotted against him ; and that he bad for 
his partners, Pberoras and the most faithful of his friends ; 
and that Salome came in to him by night; and that she lay 
with him whether he would or no ; and thai all men were 
come to be of one mind, to make away with him as soon as 
they could, and so get clear of the continueil fear they were 
in for bim." Among these, were accused Piolemy and Sa- 
pinnius, vAit^ were me most faithful friends to the king. 
And what more -can be said, but that those who before were 
the most intimate friends, were become wild beasts to oae 
«ttether, as if a certain madness had t$i\tn upon them ; while 
there was no room for defence or refutation, in order to the 
'diseeyorY of the truth, but idl were at random doomed to 
^destruction ; so that some lamented those that were in prison;; 
iMMne those that were put to<kath ; and others lameoted tiiat 
they were in expectation of the came miseries: and a mdan- 
^oly solitude rendered the kingdom deformed, and quite die 
rer e r s e to that happy state it was formerly in. Herod^s own 
Kfe was entirely oisturbed ; and because he could trost no 
body, he was sorely punished by the expectatioo of farther 
misery ; for he often fanded in bis imagination, that his aon 
had fellen upon him, or stood by him with a sword in his 
hand ; and thus was his mind night and day intent upon this 
thing, and revolved it over and over, no otherwise than if he 
were under a distraction. And this was the aad eonditiGn 
Herod was now in. 

6. But when Archelaus, king of Caj^padocia, heard of the 
state -that Herod was in, ud being ia great distress aboiuhis 
-daughser, and the young man, [her husband j, and ffiswiog 
with Herod, as wim a man that was his fiaend, on acoouat 
•of so ffreat a disturbance as he was imder^ifae came [to Jiesai- 
'SalemJ on purpose to compose their differences: aad whan 
he found Herod in «uoh a temper, be thouebt it wholly am- 
4teasonable to repn>v« him, or to pretend ttiat he had doae 
any thin^ rashly ; for that he shoald thereby oaiurally bring 
Mm todispute the point with him, «nd by atdl more and mofe 
mpolofiiaing for himself to "be the more initated ; he west 
thenlore another way to work, ia ofder So correct the former 
misfortunes, and appeared angry at the young man ; and said 
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that Herod had been so very mild a man that he had not 
acted a rash part at all. He also said he would dissolve his 
daughter's marriage with Alexander, nor could injustice spare 
his own daughter, if she were conscious of any thing, and did> 
not inform Herod of it. When Archelaus appeared to be 
of this temper, and otherwise than Herod expected or ima- 
gined, and, for the main, took Herod's part, and was angry 
on his account, the king abated of his harshr»ess, and took 
occasion from bis appearing to have acted justly hitherto, to 
come by degrees to put on the affection of a father, and was 
on botn sides to be pitied ; for when some persons refuted 
the calumnies that were laid on the young man, he was thrown 
into a passion ; but when Archelaus joined in the accusation, 
be was dissolved into tears and sorrow after an affectionate 
manner. Accordingly he desired that he would not dissolve 
his son's marriage^ and became not so angry as before at his 
offences. So when Archelaus had brought him to a more 
rocxlerate temper* he transferred the calumnies upon his 
friends ; and said, it must be owing to them that so young a 
sum, and one unacquainted with malice, was corrupted ; and 
he supposed that there was more reason to suspect tne brother 
than the son. Upon which Herod was very much displeased 
at Pheroras ; who indeed now had no one that could make a 
reconciliation between him and his brother. So when he saw 
that Archelaus had the ffreatait power with Herod, he betook 
himself to him in the habit of a mourner, and like one that 
had all the signs of an undone man. Upon this, Archelaus 
did not overlook the intercession he made to him, nor yet did 
he undertake to change the king's disposition towards him 
immediately ; and he said, that it was better for him to come 
himself to the king, and confess himself the occasion of all ; 
that this would make the king's anger not to be so extravagant 
towards him, and that then he would be present to assist 
him. When he had persuaded him to this, he gained his 
point with both of them ; and the calumnies raised against 
the young man were, beyond all expectation, wiped off. 
And Archelaus, as soon as he had made the reconciliation, 
went then away to Cappadocia, having proved at this junc- 
ture of time the most acceptable person to Herod in the 
world ; on which account he gave him the richest presents, 
as tokens of his respects to him ; and being on other occasions 
magnanimous, he esteemed him one of his dearest friends. 
He also made an agreement with him that he would go to 
Rome, because he had written to Cwsar about these affairs ; 
so they went together as far as Antioch, and there Herod 
made a reconciliation between Archelaus and Titus, the pre^ 
sident of Syria, who had been greately at variance, and 90 
I returned back to Judea. 
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CHAP. IX. 

Conceminff the RevdU of the Trachonites : how SyUeus ac- 
ctised Herod before Coesar : and fiozo Herod^ when Cassar 
was angry at himy resolved to send Nicolaus to Rome. 

§ 1. When Herod had been at Rome, and was come back 
again, a war arose between him and the Arabians, on the oc- 
casion following : the inhabitants of Trachonitis, after Caesar 
had taken the country away from Zenodorus^ and added it 
to Herod, had not now power to rob ; but were forced to 
plow the Mand, and to live quietly, which was a thing they 
did not like ; and when they did take that pains, the ground 
did not produce much fruit for them. However, at the first 
the king would not permit them to rob, and so they abstained 
from that unjust way of living upon their neighbours, which 
procured Herod a great reputation for his care : but wljen 
he was sailing to Rome, it was at that time when he went to 
accuse his son Alexander, and to commit Antipater to CsBsar'^s 
protection ; the Trachonites spread a report as if he were 
dead ; and revolted from his aominion ; and betook them- 
selves again to their accustomed way of robbing their neigh- 
bours: at which' time the king^s commanders subdued them 
during his absence ; but about forty of the principal robbers, 
being terrified by those that had been taken, left the countiy, 
and retired into Arabia, Sylleus entertaining them, after ne 
had missed of marrying Salome, and gave them a place of 
strength, in which they dwelt. So they overran not only 
Judea, but also Celesyna also, and carrieo off the prey, while 
Sylleus afforded them places of protection ana quietness 
during their wicked practices. But when Herod came back 
from Home, he perceived that his dominions had greatly suf- 
fered by them ; and since he could not reach the robbers 
themsefves, because of the secure retreat- they had in that 
country, and which the Arabians^ government afforded them, 
and yet being very uneasy at the injuries they had donehimt 
be went over all Trachonitis, and slew their relations ; 
whereupon these robbers were more angry than before ; 
it being a law among them to be avenged on the murderers 
of their relations by all possible means ; so they continued 
to tear and rend every thing under Herod's dominion with 
impunity : then did he discourse about these robberies to 
Saturninus and Volumnius ; and required that they should 
be punished : upon which occasion they still the more con- 
firmed themselves in their robberies, and became more nu- 
merous ; and made very great disturbances ; laying waste the 
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countries and villages that belonged to Herod^s kingdom, and 
killing those men whom tliey caught; till these unjust pro- 
ceedings came to be like a real war ; for the robbers were now 
become about a thousand. And which Herod was sore dia- 
pleased, and required the robbers, as well as the money which 
ne had lent Obodas, by Sylleus, which was sixty talents ; and 
since the time of payment was now past, he desired to have 
it paid him ; but Sylleus, who had laid Obodas aside, and 
managed all by himself, denied that the robbers were in Ara- 
bia, and put off the payment of the money ; about whichy 
there was a hearing before Saturninus and Vblumnius^ who 
were then the presidents of Syria*. At last, he by their means 
agreed, that within thirty days times, Herod should be paid 
his money; and that each of them should deliver up the other^ 
subjects reciprocally. Now, as to Herod, there was not one 
of the odier^s subject found in his kingdom, eidier as d<»in^ 
any injustice, or on any other account ; but it was provea 
that the Arabians had the robbers amongst them. 

S. When this day appointed for payment of the moaey 
was past, without Sylleus'sperfbrming* any part of Us agree- 
ment, and he was gone to Rome, Herod demanded the pay- 
ment of the money, and that the robbers that were ia AaJ)ia. 
should be delivered up ; and, by the permission of Satuniinua 
and Volumnius, executed the judgment himself upon those 
that were refractory. He took an army that he haa, and led 
it into Arabia, and in three days time marched asven mra#- 
aions ; and when he came to the garrison wherein the robbeni> 
were, he made an assault upon them, and took them all ;. 
and demolished the place, which was called Raepia^ but did 
Qo^ harm to Bxxy others : but as the Arabians came to tkrir 
assistance, undfer Naceb their captain, there ensued a battle^ 
wherein a few of Herod*s- soldiers, and Naceb, the captaitt of 
tike Arabians, and about twenty of his soldiers fbll, wlnle tbe 
rest betook themselves to flight* So when be bad< bmugbt 
these to punishmei^ty he placed three thousand Idumeans m 
Trachonitis^ and thereby restrained the robbers that were 
there. He also sent an account to the captains that were 
about Phenicia, and demonstrated that he had done nothing 
but what he ought to do» in punishing the gefractory AnsbJaiW 
which,, upon an exact inquiry^ they &und to be no biod^ tha» 
what was true. 

8. However^ Messengers were hasted away to Sylleus to 
VU>m^ and informed hun what had been done, and^ aa is 

* These joint presidents of Syrim, SatumiQiv and Voluxniiiiuii were not 
peffaapt of equal authority ; but the Utter like a procurator under the fos* 
uusb; n die very learned N«rris and I^agi, and with them Br. Strisotf, deiar* 
miss. 
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usual, agmv-atcd every chuig. Now Sylieus had' already iir- 
sinnated nimself into the knowledge of Ctesar, and was then 
about the palace ; and as soon as he heard g{ these things, he*: 
changed bis halnt inta black, and went in and told Caesar, thatr 
^^ Arabia was afflicted with war, and that all his kingdoaa wea 
in great confusion, uponHerod*s layingit waste with his army ; 
and he said, with tears in his eyes, that two thousand five hun- 
dred of the principal men among the Arabians had been de* 
stroyed, and that their captain Nacebus, his familiar friend . 
and kinsman, was slain ; and that the riches that were aC 
Raepta were carried off; and that Obodas was despised, 
wlu»e infirm state of body rendered him unfit for war ; on 
which account neither he nor the Arabian army were pre* 
sent.*^ When SyDeus said so, and added invidiously, that 
<* he would not himself have come out of the country, unless 
he had believed that Caisar would have provided that they 
should all have peace one with another ; and that, had he been 
there, he would have taken care that the war should not have 
been to Herod's advantage.^ Caesar was provoked when this 
was said ; and asked no more than this one question, both of 
Herod^s friends that were there, and of his own friends, who 
were come from Syria, *^ Whether Herod had led an army 
thither ?^ and when they were forced to confess so much j 
* C»sar, without staying to hear for what reason he did it, and 
bow it was done, grew very angry, and wrote to Hierod 
sharply. The sum of his epistle was this : that ^ whereas 
of old he bad used him as his friend, he riiould now use him 
as his subject*^ Sylieus also wrote an account of this to the 
Arabians ; who were so elevated with it, that they neither de- 
livered up the robbers that had fled to them, nor paid the 
money that was due : they retained those pastures also which 
they had hired, and kept them without paying their rent, and 
all this because the king of the Jews was now in a low con- 
dition, by reason of Csesar^s anger at him. Those ef Tracho- 
nitis also made use of this opportunity, and rose up a^nst 
the Idumean garrison, and followed die same way of robbing 
with the Arabians, wliohad pillaged, their country, and wtei» 
more rigid in their unjust proceedingii not only in order Co 
get by it, but by way of revei:^ also. 

4. Now Herod was forced to bear all this, that confidence 
of his being quite gone with which Cmau^a favour usedti» 
inspire bim ; for Csesar would not admit ao much aa an enb> 
ba^sage from bim, to make an apology for him : and whett 
they came again, he sent them away without success. So he 
was cast into sadness and fear ; and Sylleus's circumstances 
grieved him exceedingly, who was now believed fay CantfV 
and was present at Rome, nay, sometimes aspiring higher 
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Now. 11 came to pass* that Obodas was dead : and Eneas, 
whose name was ATrerwanis changed to Aretas *, took the 
guvemmenc* ror Syileus endeaToiired, by calumnies, to get 
him :iimed jul jc liis principality, that he might himself take 
L£ . -viih «hich desi)£n he gave much money to the courtiers, 
and promiseti much money to Caesar, who indeed was angry 
thai Aretas !iad aot sent co bim tirst, before he took the king- 
dom . yet aid Eaeas dend on epiade and presents to Ciesar, 
lud X jLoiden orvjwn of die weight of many talents. Now, that 
epi^ue ^LX'u<ed :?y ileus as haTing been a wicked servant, and 
:iuv:u:£ \;iliju i.^bodos by poison ; and that while he was alive, 
lie lad o->^'^'r:ied Jim as he p i eased ; and had also debauched 
'.iie ■« 1 vc> ,.>[' :pe .Vrtibians ; and had borrowed money, in order 
:u joiiun '.iie duuiiiuun for himself; yet did not Caesar give 
liecd :t> ::ie<e .ici.'usaLiou&» but sent his ambassadors back, 
wuiioui rtvx'lv:ti&; auv o( his presents : but, in the mean time, 
liic :uta(rs oc* Judea aud Arabia became worse and worse, 
p«ii uv bvvau^ie ot ihe anarchy they were under, and partly 
bi.Viiu:<>, bad as chey wore, nobody had power to govern 
liicuL « uh\ of Liic cwo kinij^s, the one was not yet confirmed in 
tu» iviii^doiii, and so had not authority sufficient to restrain 
ihc c^ il duets ; and as for Herod, Caesar was immediately 
Mii^iy ^u liiai, lov having avenged himself, and so he wascom- 
{Hr'tlVd Lu bv'iir all the injuries that were offered him. At 
liti^ih, nhcLi he sa\% iK» end of the mischief which surrounded 
hiiii, tu- lea^'i^^.-!! ll> si'ud ambassadors to Home again, to see 
\kUvilici lu.x fneiuU h;ui prevailed to mitigate Caesar, and to 
4dilie.v> iiieiii.<«eU«.^ lo Ca'sor himself: and the ambassador he 
^411 iliiihei Hiw Nicoiaus of Damascus. 
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CHAP. X. 



tioiK f<u/^tttif hU^djf (k'tti^'ci HcroJCs Sans ; and haw their 
t'lu/k * \h%hxI t/iiMi^ and wrote to Caesar about them. Of 
\i^iii uis^ iuul 4i>i(i' hi- jh'cijr accusi'd Inf Nkolaus. 

m 

ji I I' UN. diMUileiH about Herod's family and children about 
^ik i4»"% H*vH much woi>ie; for it now appeared certain, nor 
^«M it iiiiUm%.uh-ii U'fon*hund, that fortune threatened the 
|uviil^L '("d uuMi uiiHup(H>rtable misfortunes possible to his 
l^im^U^ti li« |»uu(ivMM ami augmentation, at this time, arose 
mi^lllv \H'\-«^>i'<« lV)li>wuiii : Due Kurycles, a Lacedemonian, 
^^u^t4«ia4 \^i iu»U' iheiAs Kui a man of a perverse mind, and so 

^ '^ksti, Vv^^ ^*^ *^'^ Ihhamiio 4ii «-BUbUskhed a name for the kings {ti 

~ il |^iiiiiMii%), ihal wUeii the crown came to this Eneas, 

iH^ hvims iM IUvi*n'aiit|i here jiuttiv observes. See As- 
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cunning in his ways of voluptuousness and flattery, as to in« 
dulge both, and yet seem to indulge neither of them), came 
in his travels to Herod, and made him presents, but so that 
he received more presents from him. He also took such 
proper seasons for insinuating himself into his friendship, that 
he became one of the most intimate of the king^s friends. He 
had his lodging in Antipater^s house ; but he had not only 
access, but free conversation with Alexander, as pretending to 
him that he was in great favour with Archelaus, the king of 
Cappadocia ; whence he pretended much respect to Glaphyra, 
and in an occult manner, cultivated a friendship with them 
all, but always attending to what was said and done, that he 
might be furnished with calumnies to please them all. In 
short, he behaved himself so to every body in his conver- 
sation, as to appear to be his particular friend, and he made 
others believe that his being any where was for that person^s 
advantage. So he won upon Alexander, who was but young ; 
and persuaded him that he might open his grievances to him 
with assurance, and with nobody else. So he declared his 
grief to him, how his father was alienated from him. He re- 
lated to him also the affairs of his mother, and of Antipater ; 
that he bad driven them from their proper dignity, and had 
the power over every thing himself; that no part of this was 
tolerable, since his father was already come to hate them ; and 
he added, that he would neither admit them to his table, nor 
to his conversation. Such were the complaints, as was but 
natural, of Alexander about thethings that troubled him ; and 
these discourses Eurycles carried to Antipater ; and told him, 
he did not inform him of this on his own account, but that, 
being overcome by his kindness, the great importance of the 
thing obliged him to do it : and he warned him to have a care 
of Alexander, for that what he said was spoken with vehe- 
mency, and that, in consequence of what he said, he would 
certainly kill him with his own hand. Whereupon Antipater, 
thinking him to be his friend by this advice, gave him presents 
upon all occasions, and at length persuaded him to inform 
Herod of what he had heard. So when he related to the king 
Alexander's ill temper, as discovered by the words he had 
heard him speak, he was easily believed by him, and he 
thereby brought the king to that pass, turnininr him about by 
his words, and irritating him, till he increased his hatred to 
him, and made him implacable, which he showed at that very 
time, for he immediately gave Eurycles a present of fifty ta- 
lents; who, when he had gotten them, went to Archelaus, king 
of Cappadocia, and commended Alexander before him, and 
told him that he had been many ways of advantage to him, in 
making a reconciliation between him and his father. So he 
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got money from him also^ and went away before his peraiciuiis 
practices were found out ; but when Eurycles was returned 
to Lacedemon, he did not leave off doing mischief; and sq, 
for his many acts of injustice, he was banished from his own 
country. « 

2, But as for the king of the Jews, be was pot now in the 
temper he was in formerly towards Alexander and Aristobului, 
when he had been content with the hearing their calumnies 
when others told him of thcm» but he was now come to that 
pass as to hate them himself, and to urge men to speak against 
them, though they did not do it of themselves. He also ob- 
served all that was said, and put questions, and gave ear to 
every one that would but speak, if they could but say aoy 
thing against them, till at length he heard that Eunratiis of 
Cos was a conspirator with Alexander ; which thing to Herod 
was the most agreeable and sweetest news imaginable. 

S, But still a greater misfortune came upon the young 
men ; while the calumnies against them were contiDually in- 
creased, and, as a pnan may say, one would think it was qFeiy 
one's endeavour to lay some grievous thing tp their difUf^e^ 
which might appear tp be for the king's preserv^tipp. Tlieie 
were two guanlB of Herod^s body, who were in grett cisleein 
for their strength and tallness, Jucundusand Tyraonus ; these 
men had been cast off by Herod, who was displeased at then ; 
these now used to ride along with Alexander, and for thw 
skill in their exercises were in great esteem with him, find bad 
some gold and other gifts bestowed on them. Now the kii^ 
having an immediate suspicion of these men, had them tor- 
tured ; who endured the tortur^ courageously for a Iwg time, 
but at last confessed, that Alexander would hav^ p^fisuiKdM 
them to kill Herod, when he was in pursiiit oj( Uie unU 
beasts I that it mi^ht be said he fell from his hp];)g^ nod was 
run through with his own spear, for that be had owe siAcb ft 
misfortune formerly. They also showed wh^r^ tlwf!^ WI9 
money hidden in the stable under grpund, and theve ooot- 
victed the king^s chief hunter, that he had giv^ (h^ young 
m^ the royal hunting spe^s and weapons tp Aln^nder^ 
dependents, at Alexander's coipmand. 

4l After these the commander of th^ gt^rriscoi pC AloMA^ 
drium was caught and tortured ; for he wa3 aowwd U> h/kve 
promised to receive the young men into bi^ foKre^v,. and to 
supply them with that money of the kii^g^^ w^ii^^ waft Iftid up 
in that fortress ; yet did not he acknowle<lge ^^y tbiog of it 
himself; but his son came in, a,nd said it was ^i md delivered 
up the writing, which, so far as could be gVHywBd» vaa in 
Alexander's band. Its contents w^re the^e ; <^ Whva we 
have flnislicd, by God's help, all that we have proposed to 
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do» we will come to you ; but do your endeavours, as you 
liATe promised, to receive us into your fortress.^ After this 
writing was produced, Herod had no doubt about the trea- 
cherous designs of his sons against him. But Alexander said, 
that Diophantus, the scribe, had imitated his band, and that 
the paper was maliciously drawn up by Antipater ; for Dio- 
phantus appeared to be very cunning m such practices, and 
as he was afterwards convicted of forging other papers, he 
was put to death for it* 

6. So the king produced those that had been tortured 
before the multitude at Jericho, in order to have them accuse 
the young men ; which accusers many of the people stoned 
to death; and when they were gokns to kill Alexander and 
Aristobulus likewise, the king would not permit them to do 
flo, hut restrained the multitude, by the means of Ptolemy and 
Pheroraa. However, the young men were put under a guard, 
and kept in custody, that nobody might come at them ; and 
all that they did or sud was watched ; and the reproach and 
fear they were in was little or nothing different from those of 
condemned criminals ; and one of them, who was Aristobalus, 
was so deeply affected, that he brought Salome, who was bis 
aunt and his mother-in4aw, to lament with him for his cala- 
inities, and to hate him who had suffered things to come to 
that pass ; when he sud to her, ** Art not thou in danger of 
destruction also, while the report ffoes that thou hadst dia> 
doaed beforehand all our affiiirs to sylleus, when thou wast 
in hopes of being married to him P*^ But she immediately 
carried those words to her brother. Upon this he was out 
of patience ; and gave command to bind him ; and enjoined 
them both, now they were kept separate one from the other, to 
write down all the ill things they had done against thdir father: 
and bring the writings to him. So when this was enjoined 
them, they wrote this, that they had laid no treaefaerouf de- 
signs, norniade any preparationsagainst their father ; butthat 
they had intended to fly away ; and that by the distress they 
were in, their lives being now uncertain and tedious to them. 

€• About this time there oame an ambassador out of Cap* 
padooia, from Archelaus, whose name was Melas : he was one 
of the prindpal rulers under him. So Herod, being desirous 
to show ArehelauB^s ill will to him, called for Alexander, as 
he was in his bonds, and asked him again concerning his flighty 
whither and how they had resolved to retire? Alexander re* 
plied, ^ To Archelaus, who had promised to send them away 
to Bome ; butthatthey had nowicleed nor mischievous designs 

SiBst their father; wd that nothing of that nature whidh 
ir adversaries had charged upon tl^m was true ; and that 
their derire was» that he q^ght have examined Tyramras and 
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Jucuiidus more strictly ; but that they had been suddenly 
slain by the means of Antipater, who put his own friencb 
.among the multitude [for that purpose.]" 

7. When this was said, Herod commanded that both 
Alexander and Melas should be carried to Glaphyra, Ar- 
chelaus's daughter ; and that she should be asked, whether 
she did not know somewhat of Alexander's treacherous de- 
signs against Herod Now as soon as they were come to 
her, and she saw Alexander in bonds, she beat her head, and 
in a great consternation, gave a deep and moving groan. The 
young man also fell into tears. This was bo miserable a spec- 
taple to those present, that,, for a great while, they were not 
able to say or to do any thing; but at length Ptolemy, who 
was ordered to bring Alexander, bid him say, whether his wife 
wqre conscious of bis actions? He replied,^ ^' How is it pos- 
sible that she, whom I love better than my own soul, and by 
whom I have had children, should not know what I do?^ 
Upon which she cried out, that ^Vshe kneiw of no wicked de- 
signs of his; but that yet, if her accusing herself falsely would 
tend to his preservation, she would confess it all.^ Alexander 
replied, ^* There is no such wickedness as those (who ought 
the least of all so to do) suspect, which either I have imagined 
or thou knowest of, but this only, that we had resolved tD 
retire to Archelaus, and from thence to Rome.^ Which she 
also confessed. Upon which Herod, supposing that Arche^ 
laus'sill will to him was fully proved, sent a letter by Olympiis 
and Volumnius, and bid them, as they sailed by, to touch at 
Eleusa of Cilicia, and give Archelaus the letter. And that 
when they had expostulated with him, that he had a hand in 
his son's treacherous design against him, they should from 
thence sail to Rome ; and that, in case they found Nicolaiit 
had gained any grounds and that Caesar was no loogdr di». 
pleased at him, he should give him his letters, and the proof 
which he had ready to show against the young n^n* As to 
Archelaus, he made this defence for himself, that ^< he had 
promised to receive the young men, because it was both for 
their own and their father's advantage so to do, lest sotne too 
severe procedure should be gone upon in that anger and dis- 
order they were in on occasion of the present suspicions ; but 
that still ne had noi promised to send them to Caesar ; and that 
he had not promised any thing else to the yovng men that' 
could show any ill-will to him. 

8. When these ambassadors were come to Home, they had 
a fit opportunity of delivering thdr letter^ to Caesar^ because 
they found him reconciled to Herpd ; for the cin^umstances 
of Nicolaus's ambassage had been as follows : As soon as he 
was come to Rome, and was j^lKHHt-tJ^e court, be did noi firat 
of all set about' what, he was come for only, but he thought 
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fit also to accuse Sylleus. Now the Arabians, even before 
he came to talk with them* were quarrelling one with ano- 
ther ; and some of them left Sylleus's party, and, joining- 
themselves to Nicolaus, informed hire of all the wicked 
things that had been done ; and produced to him evident 
demonstrations of the slaughter of a great numl)er of Obo- 
das^s friends by Sylleus, for when these men left Sylleus, they 
had carried off with them those letters whereby they could 
convict him. When Nicolaus saw such an opportunity af- 
forded him, he made use of it, in order to gain his own point 
afterward, and endeavoured immediately to make a reconci- 
liationbetween Caesar and Herod ; for he was fully satisfied, 
that if he should desire to make a defence for Herod direct- - 
ly, he should not be allowed that liberty ; but that, if he de- 
sired to accuse Sylleus, there would an occasion present it- 
self of speaking on Herod's behalf. So when the cause was 
ready for a hearing, and the day was appointed, Nicolaus, 
while Aretas^s ambassadors were present, accused Sylleus, 
and said, that ^^ he imputed to him the destruction of the 
king [Obodas], and of many others of the Arabians : that he 
had borrowed money for no good design ; and he proved 
that he had been guilty of adultery, not only with the Ara- 
bian, but Roman women also.^' And he added, that ** above 
all the rest he had alienated Caesar from Herod ; and all that 
he had said about the actions of Herod were falsiucs.^' When 
Nicolaus was come to this topic, Ctesar stopped him from 
going on ; and desired him only to speak to this affair of He- 
rod'^s ; and to show that ^^ he had not led an army into Ara- 
bia, nor slain two thousand five hundred men there, nor taken: 
prisoners, nor pillaged the country." To which Nicolaus 
made this answer, *^ I shall principally demonstrate, that 
cither nothing at all, or but a very little of those imputations 
are true, of which thou hast been informed ; for had they been 
true, thou mightest justly have been still more angry at He- 
rod.'^ At this strange assertion Caesar was very attentive : 
and Nicolaus said, that ^^ there was a debt due to Herod of 
^ve hundred talents, and a bond, wherein it was written, that 
if the appointment be elapsed, it should be lawful to make a ■ 
seizure out of any part of his country. As for the pretended 
army, he said it was no army, but a party sent out to require . 
the just payment of the money : that this was not sent im-, 
mediately, nor so soon as the bond allowed, but that Sylleua . 
had frequently come before Saturninus and Volumnius, the 
presidents of Syria ; and that at last he had sworn at Bery- 
tus *, by thy fortune, that he would certainly pay the money 

• ThU oath Lp the fortune tf Cenar^ was put to Polycarp, biBliop bf ' 
Smyrna, by tlie Roman goremor, to try whether he were aChriitiao, aitb«y > 
were then esteemed who refused to Wear that oath, Alariyr. Polyrarp. ; 
.nect. f). ■ 
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within thirty days, and deliver up the fugitives that were ud- 
der his dominion. And that when Syiieus had performed 
nothing of this, Herod came again before the presidents ; 
and upon their permission to make a seisure for his money, 
he, with difficulty, went out of his country with a partv of 
soldiers for that purpose. And this is all the war which 
these men so tragically describe ; and this is the affair of the 
expedition into Arabia. And how can this be called a war f 
when thy presidents permitted it ; the covenants allowed it ; 
and it wa^ not executed till thy name, O Caesar, as well as 
that of the other gods, had been profaned. And now I most 
speak in order about the captives. There were robbers that 
'dwelt in Trachonitis : at first their number waslio more than 
forty, but they became more afterwards, and they escaped 
the pnnishment Herod would have inflicted on them, by 
making Arabia their refuge. Sy Ileus received them, and 
supported them with food, that they might be mischievous 
to all mankind ; and gave them a country to inhabit, and 
himself received the gains they made by robbery ; yet did he 
promise that he would deliver up these men, and that by the 
same oaths, and by the same time that he sware and fixed for 
payment of his debt ; nor can he by any means show that 
any other persons have at this time been taken out of Arabia 
besides these ; and indeed not all these neither, but only so 
many as could not conceal themselves. And thus does the 
calumny of the captives, which hath been so odiously repre- 
sented, appear to be no better than a fiction and a lie made 
on purpose to provoke thy indignation ; for I ventufe to 
affirm, that when the forces of the Arabians came upon us, 
and one or two of Herod^s party fell, he then only defended 
himself, and there fell Nacebas their general, and, in all, 
about twenty-five others, and no more ; whence Sylleus, by 
mukiplying every single soldier to a hundred, he reckons the 
slain to have been two thousand five hundred.** 

9w This provoked Caesar more than ever : so he turned to 
Sylleus fbll of rage, and asked him how many of the Ant- 
btans were slain ? Hereupon he hesitated, and said he had 
been imposed upon. The covenants also were read about 
the mohey he had boirowed, and the letters of the president 
of Syria, and the complaints of the several cities, so many as 
had been injured by tne robbers. The conclusion was this ! 
that Sylleus was condemned to die, and that Csesar was re- 
conciled to Herod, and owned his repentance for what i^evere 
thinffs he had written to Um, occasioned by calumni^ ; inso* 
niiM^ that be told Syllens that lie had compelled ntm, by 
bis lying account of things^ to be guilty of ingratitude against 
a aaan that was his friend. At the last all came to Cbis 2 St)* 
lem waa sent away to answer Herod's suit, and to repay tne 
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debt that he owed, and after that to be punished [with death] : 
bat still Cfl&sar was offended with Aretas, that be had fdken 
upon himself the government, without his consent first ob* 
tained^ for he had determined to bestow Arabia upon Herod ; 
but that the letters he had sent hindered him from so doing, 
for Olympus and Volumnius, perceiving that Caesar was now 
become favourable to Herod, thought fit im^nediately to de- 
liver him the letters they were commanded by Herod to give 
him concerning his sons. When Caesar had read them^ he 
thought it would not be proper to add another government 
to him, now he was old, and in an ill state with relation to 
his sons, so he admitted Aretas^s ambassadors ; and after he 
bad just reproved him for his rashnesss in not tarrying till he 
received the kingdom f^om bim, he accepted of his presents, 
and confirm^ him in his government. 
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Hato Herod^ by Permission from Ccesar, accused his Sons 
before an Assembly of Judges at Berytus ; and what Tero 
suffered fbr using a boundless and military Liberty of 
Speech. Concerning also tJie Death of the young Men, 
fmd their Burial at Akwandrium. 

§ 1. So Caesar was now reconciled to Herod, and wrote thus 
to bim, that ^^ he was grieved for him on account of his sons ; 
and that in case they had been guilty of any profane and in- 
solent crimes against him, it woulcl behove him to punish 
them as parricides, for which he gave him ' power accord- 
ingly ; but if they had only contrived to fly away, he would 
have him give them an admonition, and not proceed to ex- 
tremity with them. He also advised him toget an assembly 
together, and to appoint some pl^ near Berytus *, which 
is a city belonging to the Romans, and to take the president 
of Syria, and Archelaus, king of Cappadocia, and as many 
more as he thought to be illustrious for their friendship to 
him, and the dignities they were in, and .determine what, 
should be done by their arpprobfttion.'*^ These were the di- 
rections that Caesar gave him. Accordingly Herod, when 
the letter was brought to him, was immediately very glad of 
Caesar^s reconciliation to bim, and very glad also that ne had 
a complete authority given bim over his sons. And it 

* What Josephus relates Augustus to have here said, that Berytus was A 
cScy hdongf ng %e the Rortiarti, Is eonftriMd hy 8paiihemi*s notes here. ** It 
waa^" aayi be, ^' a ooleny piiio^ there hy Augustus. Whence Ulpian, De 
cens. bel. L. T. xv. The cokmy qf Berytut teat rendered famous by the benefits 
of Caitar. And thence it is, that ikinong the coins of Aug^ustus, t7^ meet with 
soibe hwvfiif tMli indpiptioft ; TA# kgppy eehrtjf of Angm Iws «l Berftw^ 
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Strangely came about, that whereas before, in his adversity, 
though he had indeed showed himself severe ; yet had be 
not been very rash, nor hasty in procuring the destruction of 
his sons ; he now, in his prosperity, took advantage of this 
change for the better, and the freedom he now had, to ex- 
ercise his hatred against them after an unheard-of manner ; 
be therefore sent and called as many as he thought fit to this 
assembly, excepting Archelaus ; for as for him, he either 
hated him, so that he would not invite him, or he thought 
he would be an obstacle to his designs. 

S. When ihe presidents, and the rest that belonged to the 
cities, were come to Bery tus, he kept his sons in a cert^n 
village belonging to Sidon, called Plaiana^ but near to tliis 
city, that if tli^y were called he might produce them ; for be 
did not think fit tobring them before the assembly ; and when 
there were one hundred and fifty assessors present, Herod 
came by himself alone and accused his scms, and that in such 
a way as if it were not a melancholy accusation, and not 
made but out of necessity, and upon the misfortunes he was 
under ; indeed in such a way as was very indecent for a fa- 
ther to accuse his sons ; for he was very vehement and disor- 
dered when he came to the demonstration of the crime they 
were accused of, and gave the greatest signs of passion and 
barbarity ; nor would he suffer the assessors to consider of 
the weight of the evidence, but asserted them to be true by 
his own aulhoriiy, after a manner most indecent in a father 
against his sons ; and read himself what tliey themselves had 
written, wherein there was confession of any plots or con- 
trivances against him* But only how they had contrived to 
fly away, and containing withal certain reproaches against 
him, on account of the ill will he bare them ; and when he 
came to those reproaches, he cried out most of all, and ex- 
aggerated what they said, as if they had confessed the designs 
against him, and took his oath that he had rather lose his life 
than hear such reproachful words. At last he said, that " he 
had sufficient authority, both by nature and by Caesar^s grant 
to him, [to do what he thought fit]. He also added an alle- 
gation of a law of their country, which enjoined this : that 
if parents laid their hands on the head of nim that was ac- 
cused, the standers by were obliged to Cast stones at him, 
and thereby to slay him ; which though he were ready to do 
in his own country and kingdom, yet did he wait for their 
determination ; and yet they came thither not so much as 
judges, to condemn them for such manifest designs against 
him, whereby he had almost perished by his aon^s means; 
but as persons that had an opportunity of showing their de- 
testation of such practices, and declaring how unworthy a 
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thing it must be in any^ even the most remote^ to pass over 
such treacherous designs [without punishment].^ 

3. When the king had said this, and the young men had 
not been produced to make any defence for themselves, the 
assessors perceived there was no room for equity and recon- 
ciliation, so they confirmed his authority. And in the first 
place, Saturninus, a person that had been consul, and one of 
great dignity, pronounced his sentence, but with great mode- 
ration and trouble ; and said, that ^' he condemned Herod's 
sons, but did not think they should be put to death. He had 
sons of his own ; and to put one^s son to death is a greater 
misfortune than any other that could befall him by their 
means.^ After him Saturninus's sons, for he had three sons 
that followed him, and were his legates, pronounced the same 
sentence with their father. On the contrary, Volumnius's 
sentence was, to inflict death on such as had been so impi- 
ously undutiful to their father ; and the greatest part of the 
rest said the same, insomuch that the conclusion seemed to 
be, that the young men were condemned to die. Immedi^ 
ately after this Herod came away from thence, and took his 
sons to Tyre, where Nicolaus met him in his voyage from 
Rome ; of whom he inquired, after he had related to him 
what had passed at Berytus, what his sentiments were about 
his sons, and what his friends at Rome thought of that mat- 
ter ? His answer was, " That what they had determined to 
do to thee was impious, and that thou oughtest to keep them 
in prison ; and if thou thinkest anything farther necessary, 
thou mayest indeed so punish them, that thou mayest not 
appear to indulge thy anger more than to govern thyself by 
judgment; and if thou inclinest to the milder side, thou 
mayest absolve them, lest perhaps thy misfortunes be ren- 
dered incurable. And this is the opinion of the greatest 
part of thy friends at Rome also."" Whereupon Herod was 
silent, and in great thoughtfulness, and bid Nicolaus sail 
along with him. 

4. Now as they came to Csesarea, every body was there 
talking of Herod's sonsi and the kingdom was in suspense, 
and the people in great expectation of what would become 
of them ; for a terrible fear seized upon all men, lest the an- 
cient disorders of the family should come to a sad conclu- 
sion, and they were in great trouble about their suflerings ; 
nor was it without danger to say any rash thing about this 
matter, nor even to hear another saying it ; but men's pity 
was forced to be shut up in themselves, which rendered the 
excess of their sorrow very irksome, but very silent ; yet was 
there an old soldier of Herod's, who name was T^o, who 
had a son of the same age with Alexander, and his friend. 
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v9ho was so very free, as openlj to speak out what others 
silently thought about that matter ; and was forced to cry out 
often among the multitude, and said, in the most unguarded 
manner, *^ That truth was perished, and justice taken away 
from men, while lies and ill will prerailed, and brought such 
a mist before public affairs, that the offenders were not able to 
see the greatest mischiefs, that can befall men.*' And as be 
was so bold, he seemed not to have kept himself out of dan- 
ger, by speaking so freely ; but the reasonableness of what he 
said, moved men to regard him as having behaved himself 
with great manhood, and this at a proper time also, for which 
reason every one heard what he said with pleasure ; add al- 
though they first took care of their own safety, by keepng 
Alent themselves, yet did they kindly receive the great free- 
dom he took ; for the expectation they were in of so great an 
affiction put a force upon them to speak of Tero whatso- 
ever they pleased. 

5. This man had thrust himself into the king^s presence 
with the greatest freedom, and desired to speak with him by 
himself alone, which the king permitted him to do, where he 
said this : ^^ Since I am not able, O King, to bear up under 
sb great a concern as I am under, I have preferred the use 
of this bold liberty that I now take, which may be for thy 
advantage, if thou mind to get any profit by it, before mf own 
safety. Whither is thy understanding gone, and left thy soul 
empty ? Whither is that extraordinary sagacity of thine gone, 
whereby thou hast performed so many and such glorious ac« 
tions? Whence comes this solitude, and desertion of thy friends 
and relations .'' Of which I cannot but determine, that they 
are neither thy friends nor relations, while they overlook such 
horrid wickedness in thy once happy kingdom. Dost not 
thou perceive what is doing ? Wilt thou slay these two young 
men, born of thy queeti, who arc accomplished with every 
virtue in the highest degree, and leave thyself destitute in fhy 
old age, but exposed to one son, who hath very ill mamaged 
the hopes thou nast given him, and to relations whose death 
thou hast so often resolved on thyself? Dost not tboa take 
notice, that the verv silence of the multitude at one^ Sites the 
crime, and abhors tne fact ? The whole army and the oflffeers 
have commiseration on the poor unhappy youths, emA hatred 
to those that are the actors in this matter." These word» the 
king heard, and for some time with good temper. Ba< what 
can one say ? When Tero plainly touched upon the btfd be- 
haviour and perfidiousness of his domestics, he wa^ meted 
at it ; but Tero went on farther, and by degrees used an tm- 
bounded military freedom of speech, nor was be so well dis^ 
cipl^ned as to accommodate himself to the time : so Herod 
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was greatly disturbed, and seeming to be rather reproached 
by this speechi than to be hearing what was for his advan^ 
tage ; while he learned hereby, that both the soldiers ab» 
horred the thing he was about, 'and the officers had indigna* 
tion at it, he gave order that all whom Tero had named, and 
Tero himself, should be bound and kept in prison^ 

6. When this was over, one Trypho, who was the king^s 
barber, took the opportunity, and came and told the king tmit 
Tero would often have persuaded him, when he trimmed 
him with a razor, to cut his throat ; for that by this means he 
should be among the chief of Alexander's friends, and receive 
great rewards from him. When be had said this, the king 
gave order that Tero and his son, and the barber, should be 
tortured, which was done accordingly ; but while Tero bore 
up himself, his son, seeing his fatner already in a sad case, 
and had no hope of deliverance, and perceiving what would 
be the consequence of his terrible sufferings, said, that ** if 
the king would free him and his father from those torments, 
for what he should say, he would tell the truth.^ And when 
the king had given his word to do so, be said, that ** there 
was an agreement made that Tero should lay violent hands 
on the king, because it was easy for him to come when he 
was alone ; and that if, when he had done the thing, he should 
suffer death for it, as was not unlikely, it would be an act of 
generosity done in favour of Alexander." Thb was what 
Tero's son said, and thereby freed his father from tile di^ 
tress be was in ; but uncertain it is whether he had been thus 
forced to speak what was true, or whether it were a contriv- 
ance of his in order to procure his own and his father^s de- 
liverance from their miseriies. 

7. As for Herod, if he had before any doubt about the 
slaughter of his sons, there was now no longer any room left 
in his soul for it ; but he had banished away whatsoever 
might afford him the least suggestion of reasoning better 
about this matter, so he already made haste to bring his pur- 
pose to a conclusion. He also brought out three hundred 
of the officers that were under an accusation, as also Tero 
and his son, and the barber that accused them, before an a^ 
sembly, and brought an accusation against them all ; when 
the multitude stoned with whatsoever came to hand, and 
thereby slew them. Alexander also, and Aristobulus, were 
brought to Sebaste, by their father^s command, and thertp 
strar^^ ; but their dead bodies were in the night time ear* 
ried to Alexandrium, where their uncle by the mother^s side, 
and the greatest part of their ancestors, bad been deposited. 

& * And now perhaps it may not seem unreasonable to 

* The reader is here to note, thmt this eighth section is entirriy wanUng 
in As M Latla Tcriiofi, a* ^paidMim truly oburree ; noris there any sther 
reason for it, I suppose, than the great diifirulty of an. exact titiaa&».^vQTu 
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some, that such an inveterate hatred might increase so much 
[on both sides], as to proceed farther, and oTercome nature ; 
but it may justly deserve consideration, whether it be to be 
laid to the charge of the young men, that they gave such an 
occasion to their father's anger, and led him to do what he 
did, and by going on long in the same way, put thin^ past 
remedy, and brought him to use them so unmercifully ; or 
whether it be to be laid to the father'*s charge, that he was so 
hard hearted, and so very tender in the desire of government, 
and of other things that would tend to his glory, that he would 
take no one into a partnership with him, that so, whatsoever 
he would have done himself, might continue immovable ; or 
indeed, whether fortune have not greater power than all pru- 
dent reasonings. Whence we are persuaded that human ac- 
tions are thereby determined beforehand by an inevitable 
necessity ; and we call her Fate, because there is nothing 
which is not done by her ; wherefore I suppose it will be 
sufficient to compare this notion with that other, which attri- 
butes somewhat to ourselves, and renders men not unac- 
countable for the different conducts of their lives, which no- 
tion is no other than the philosophical determinations of our 
ancient law. Accordingly, of the two other causes of this 
sad event, any body may lay the blame on the young men, 
who acted by youthful vanity, and pride of their royal birth, 
that they should bear to hear the calumnies that were raised 
against their father, while certainly they were not equitable 
judges of the actions of his life, but ill naturcd in suspec^ting, 
and intemperate in speaking of it ; and on both accounts 
easily caught by those that observed them, and revealed them 
to gain favour : yet cannot their father be thought worthy of 
excuse, as to ibat horrid impiety which he was guilty of about 
them, while he ventured, without any certain evidence of 
their treacherous designs against him, and without any proofs 
that they had made preparations for such an attempt, to kill 
his own sons, who were of very comely bodies, and the great 
darlings of other men ; and no way deficient in their con- 
duct, whether it were in hunting, or in warlike exercises, or 
in speaking upon occasional topics of discourse ; for in all 
these they were skilful, and especially Alexander, who was 
the eldest ; for certainly it had been sufficient, even though 
he had condemned them, to have kept them alive in bonds, 
or to let them live at a distance from his dominions in banish- 
ment, while he was surrounded by the Roman forces, which 
were a strong security to him, whose help would prevent his 
suffering any thing by a sudden onset or by open force ; but 
for him to kill them on the sudden, in order to gratify a pas- 
sion that governed him, was a demonstration of insuflerable 
impiety. He also was guilty of so great a crime in his elder 
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age ; nor will the delays that he made, and the lengtli of 
time in which the thing was done, plead at all for his excuse ; 
for when a man is on a sudden amazed, and in commotion of 
mind, and then commits a wicked action, although this be a 
heavy crime, yet it is a thing that frequently happens ; but 
to do it upon deliberation, and after frequent attempts, and 
as frequent puttings off, to undertake it at last, ana accom- 
plish it, was the action of a murderous mind, and such as was 
not easily moved from that which is evil. And this temper 
he showed in what he did afterward, when he did not spare 
those that seemed to be the best beloved of his friends that 
were left; wherein, though the justice of the punishment 
caused those that perished to be the less pitied, yet was the 
barbarity of the man here equal, in that he did not abstain 
from their slaughter also. But of those persons wc shall 
have occasion to discourse more hereafter. 



END OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 
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